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Key to abbreviations: SR 


GABRIEL (‘American’) 
*COLEMAN (‘Mirror’) 
ANDERSON (‘Journal’) 
BROWN (‘Post’) ... 
ATKINSON (‘Times’) 


@eererer 
eereerere 
eeenreerese 


eeeeeeeeeerte 


eoeeeevervee 


GARLAND (‘World-Telegram’) . 
LOCKRIDGE (‘Sun’) 
HAMMOND (‘Herald Tribune’) 
MANTLE (‘News’) 





*Succeeded by Walter Winchell 


Dramatic Critics Box 


AS OF MARCH 5 


(wrong), O (no opinicn expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


SULLIVAN (‘Graphic’) ...ccccccecces 


Score 





‘VARIETY’ 


@enevere 


(shows reviewed), R (right), W 
SR. R. W. Oo. Pct. 
ooagd @ Ow 57 2 1 950 
oseces “Oe 35 2 1 921 
ooeve Oe 55 4 1 911 
woked ae 50 7 1 862 
abis CO 47 2 12 770 
51 39 10 2 765 
soose, OF 38 11 5 .704 
65 45 10 10 692 
nee 34 16 7 596 
chow Tae 36 19 6 584 
Oct. 31. 
» ahase ae 76 10 0 884 








(This score based on failures only) 








RADIO CHECKS 
SHOESTRING 
PHONIES 


Chicago, March 14. 

With the hidden motive of obtain- 
ing ideas and information, without 
paying for them, a class of radio 
commercials has sprung up which is 
giving radio performers a severe 
headache. 

Methods by which these shoe- 
string commercial sponsors get into 
the performers, musicians, writers 
et al., causing them to hold audi- 
tions at their own expense and loss 
of time, is many and varied. Usual 
procedure is to contact the talent 
through an agency, put in a big 
order, the bigger the better, build 
the proposition up to the sky, make 
it look very important, and then the 
commercial execs sit calmly by, en- 
joying the spectacle and gathering 
ideas and data, without thinking of 
buying such an expensive program. 

These auditions often go on and 
on, sometimes for as long as a year, 
and for the same client. Thousands 
of dollars’ worth of entertainment is 
viewed by a prospective sponsor, 
“3 who often winds up hiring a $17 
| piano player and a $15 soprano. 

Yet these same commercials are 
not abashed at requesting a big 
splash, calling for a 35-piece orches- 

/% tra, for instance, while at no time 
considering anything bigger than 
| five. Victim is the band contractor, 

» @ who thinks his big chance has ar- 

- @ rived and who goes to heavy expense 
i 4 in bringing his men to the studio, 
“ 4 arranges for their transportation, 
ete., only to get a ‘You'll hear from 
us later’ at the end of the audition. 

Performers Getting Wise 

Radio talent is rebelling at these 
Practices and complaining bitterly, 
but until now have been up against 
a stone wall as far ag altering the 
situation is concerned. Considering 
that the client usually is a big shot, 

(Continued on page 62) 





Anti-Dry Priest Leads 
N.W. on Air Popularity 


Minneapolis, March 14. 

The most popular radio feature 
in the northwest is not any of the 
regulation entertainment offerings, 
but a. preacher and his sermons, ac- 
cording to the results of a poll con- 
ducted by KSTP, Twin City link in 
the NBC chain. The preacher is 
Father Coughlin of Detroit. 

When prohibition leaders and 
prominent Republicans protested to 
KSTP against the Father Coughlin 
attacks upon the dry law and the 
administration at Washington, the 
station anounced that it would take 
a vote among northwest radio fans 
as to whether the feature should 
be discontinued or not. 

More than 400,000 requests were 
received that Father Coughlin’s 
sermons be kept on the air. Only 
500 asked that he be taken off the 
program. 


Bands Play Stores as 
Anti-Can Propaganda 


Dallas, March 14. 
Local propaganda against canned 
music was staged last week by mu- 
sicians’ union via merchants. 
Bands were spotted in some 20 
stores along the main stem playing 
90-minute corcerts, all gratis, 


Pitchmen Pitch In 


First Broadway attempt at com- 
mercializing the Lindbergh kidnap- 
ping is the peddling by pitchmen of 
what they call the ‘Lindbergh 
Ladder.’ 

Along with it, the pitchmen offer 
a toy baby effigy. To make it in- 
viting it’s a trick doll that somer- 
saults down the rungs of the ladder. 
Asking price is 25c. 











AS AUTO PLATES 
Los Angeles, March 14, 
Automobiles out here this week 


above their rear license numbers 
reading: 
‘Repeal the 18th Amendment.’ 





are starting to carry an extra plate 


REVIEWS ON FLOPS 
24%, FAVORABLE 


Boxscore Shows 86 Legit 
Failures of 120 New En- 
tries So Far This Season— 
Only 4 Shows Have Re- 
ceived Unanimous Pan- 
ning in N. Y. 





GABRIEL TOPS SCORE 





The legit critics on the metro- 
politan dailies have recently been 
accused of beng unnecessarily hard- 
boiled. ‘Variety’s’ box score on 
critical opinions expressed by the 
New York drama reviewers reveals 
the show catchers as being 24% too 
soft in relation to the judgment of 
the public. 

Current score is the '31-’32 legit 
season’s semi-final tabulation and 
is based on unsuccessful shows only 
at this time. There have been 86 
legit flops up to March 5, out of a 
total of 120 plays which have 
opened on Broadway since last 
August. Revivals do not count in 
the score, 

Only flops were considered in th!s 
check-up because of the wide pub- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Mayor Okays Bare Biz 
To Corner Beach Trade 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Mayor of Hermosa Beach, one of 
several shore towns depending on 
business from here, has announced 
that the ultra backless bathing 
suits for femmes will be oke on his 
beach this summer. He also states 
that men can besport on the sand 
with no other covcring than trunks, 
that good old Malibu habit. 

Rival beaches, Santa Monica, 
Venice, Redondo and others have 
ordinances that call for a pinch if 
one of the girls should let the suit 
straps down to get a complete dose 
of California sun. 














| Costly News | 





An eastern daily has been 
offering $15 prizes for news | 
tips for some time. Last week | 
it had a call from a fellow || 
who had been out of work for | 
more than a year. He didn’t 
have a news lead but he was 
willing to swim a river during 
sub-zero weather, giving the 
paper a picture and a story | 
if it would turn over the cost 
of the regular news tip. } 

Paper sent a photographer 
and a reporter down to the 
wharf. They got a picture 
just before he dove, but the 
the jobless boy never came up 
to claim his $15. 




















iin New England 
| houses. 


| costumes, 


ARENT SO TOUGH 





Razzing Peasantry 


Film Execs; Chills 





Full Effects 





Oscar Levant, in explaining 
his late arrival at a party 
offered: 


‘Sorry. Just took Jed Har- 
ris to a hospital, and I had 
to go to see that he was prop- 
erly lHghted.’ 


2 MOS. LOSING STREAK 
COSTS CASINO $225,000 


New Orleans, March 14, 

A loss in its casino of $225,000 has 
been taken by the Club Forrest here 
since last January. The house has 
been losing constantly on every 
game in the casino portion of the 
elaborate establishment, which is 
just outside the city’s limits. 

It’s not unusual for a casino op- 
erated on the level to go into a los- 
ing streak or take brief losses. But 
it is extraordinary for all games to 
go wrong for the house over such 
a stretch of time as this. Losses 
have not impaired the capital of the 
Forrest, being paid out of the club’s 
reserve. 

The Forrest operates under the 
plan of reserving, when a good 
week comes along, a certain per- 
centage of the winnings as a fund 
against future losses. Only win- 
nings held as profit and divided 
amongst the club’s owners are 
those amounts that would have 
normally resulted from the play in 
the different games through the ac- 
tual percentage against the player. 
Thus, if there should be an abnor- 
mal winning any week fro: any 
game at the Forrest, only the ac- 
tual percentage sum is deposited to 
the profit credit. 

Whether this precise system is or 
will be placed in use by other gam- 
bling houses of the country isn’t 
reported. Down here it is said that 
the Forrest is the exclusive user of 
the system at present. It may be 
patterned after the operation of the 
large casinos on the Riviera, abroad. 


40 Years Later 


New Bedford, Mass., March 14. 
Pro company has been formed to 
present ‘Ten Nights in A Barroom’ 
vaude and film 
Played here at the Strand, 
along with double film features, and 
b.o. response was gratifying. 
Publicity matter says scenery and 
originally used 40 years 
ago, are carried by the company. 
What—no moths? 


CHALIAPIN AT 8c 
Paris, March 14. 
Seats for a Chaliapin gala are all 
going for two francs (8c.) each. 
Gala, due Wednesday (16), is for 
a charity, and eight cents is the 























Embarrasses 
Ritz Previews 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Wave of hoodlum disrespect for 
the makers of motion pictures is 
taking away all the joy formerly 
attached to previews. Studio mob 


lately found themselves roundly 
jJeered by the public for features 
that failed to please when pre- 
viewed, 

Since habitually the studio na- 
bobs sit in exalted but prominent 
exclusiveness in roped-off seats, 
they are easily spotted. 

Open demonstrations within the 
theatres which have grown beyond 
the control of ushers, have over- 
flowed into the lobby where frank 
expressions of disgust have been 
flung into the crimson faces of film 
executives. The public, ordinarily 
unable to express its feelings of 
poor pictures, gleefully embrace the 
chance to pass loud comment. 

This amounts to previewing run 
riot, for theoretically the studio 
mob is supposed to be eavesdrop- 
ping on the peasantry, not vice 
versa. 


$1,750 Stage Comic 
Sees Bigger Future 
In Radio—Concert 


Figuring his chances for ad- 
vancement are better in another 
field, Al Trahan, who has drawn 
$1,750 as a stage comedian, is turn- 
ing his back on the stage to study 
voice, with a radio and concert fu- 
ture in mind. 

Trahan says he’s not sure that he 
has gone as far as he might as a 
stage comic, but he thinks he can 
go much further as a singer. He's 
taking daily vocal lessons in New 
York and picking up all opportun- 
ities to work on the air gratis, for 
experience only, 

In vaudeville Trahan does a 
rough-house hoke pianolog. 


Baby Talk Ghost for 


Deluxe Film Houses 


The owner of the baby-talk 
voice of ‘Betty Boop,’ of the Max 
Fleischer cartoon shorts, is being 
booked in person by Paramount- 
Publix for two stage weeks. She's 
Margie Hines. 

It’s probably the first instance of 
stage bookings resulting directly 
from vocal ghosting on the screen, 

Miss Hines comes from vaude- 
ville. She broke into show busi- 
ness a couple of years ago after 
winning one of those Helen Kane 
contests. 














The Hague, March 14. 


A car equipped with projector, 


price of a specially authorized jete., tours Holland with films ade 
raffle, which gives everybody a! vocating home-made articles, 
chance to hear the singer, and at Propaganda for Dutch industrial 
the same time insures suitable re- | products in the open air has for its 
ceipts, despite hard times. ‘object the reduction of imports, 


I y. 
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Muni is that most unex- 


all theatrical phenomena 
x who doesn't want to be 


“Paul 
pected of 
—an act 
a.star. 

The Muni disinterest in stardom 
inculeated during apprenticeship 
with the Jewish Art Theatre, re- 
fers particularly to moving pictures. 
A of East Side dramatic 
ind mu stages, of vaudeville 
tab shows and Broadway Mr. 
Muni packed up his makeup kit and 
joined the pilgrimage to Hollywood. 
He made three pictures, one still 
unreleased because of censorship 
problems. Now he’s back on Broad- 
way, reflecting on the ways and 
means to a picture career. 
Hollywood's attitude is the direct 


graduate 
ical 


Sit 


legit, 


antithesis of Mr. Muni’s acting 
‘redo. Starting at the somewhat 
Sonny Boy age of 11, Paul Muni 
learned that an actor’s job was to 
sink his own identity in his part, 


to mould out of Paul Muni’s talent 
ind technique a new individual— 
the creation of a playwright’s brain. 
Projecting his own personality only 
when it helped to clarify dramatic 
intention, the great actor was the 
yne whose limitless resources en- 
riched many, varied characteriza- 
tions. 

Hollywood, on the other hand, 
desires above all else to project 
the personalities of stars beyond 
acting and script value. The name 
player, established through a series 
of similar parts, is asseciated with 
the characters he portrays. The 
majority of releases are sold on the 
drawing power of satellites who 
appear in predictable roles, form- 
fitted to their personalities, 

Dangerous Billing 

Mr. Muni, unreconciled to the 
Hollywood viewpoint, believes that 
in actor who accepts top billing in- 
vites the shortening of his career. 
In his opinion, few highly touted 
personalities are strong enough to 
sustain the burden of success or 
failure that stardom implies. Any 
show of versatility endangers the 
position of a celeb whose public 
identifies him with one set charac- 
terization. When his metier be- 
‘omes out-moded, his following will 
not accept him in any other role. 
Stars fade quickly, eclipsed by the 
system that catapulted them into 
unstable fame. 

As unhealthy for the film indus- 
‘try as for its actors, the star 
system, says Muni, fosters competi- 
tive bidding that inflates salaries 
beyond all proportion. Surround- 
ing a name player with a platinum 
ind plush setting encourages ab- 
normal production expenditure. Star 
pictures may be worth their weight 
in gold to the exhtbitor for whom 
they smash box office records, but 
few gross the initial cost of produc- 
tion. ‘Mata Hari,’ made at a cost 
of $825,000, is the most timely ex- 
ample of the over-indulgence of the 
star system, 

Hollywood, eager to enlarge its 
personnel with actors from the le- 
sitimate stage, snatched up Mr. 
Muni before it had fully decided 
what could be done with a hand- 
some young man who could switch 
rom Shylock to Scarface. Tests 

hat revealed a flair for characteriz- 
ition indicated to studio executives 
that they had corralled a great 
irtist. And Paul Muni, who wanted 
nerely a good part in a good pic- 
ture was told that he was a genius 
of make-up, a star—in short, a new 
Lon Chaney. Whereupon ‘Seven 
faces’ forgot its love interest, its 
‘ragile fantasy, its character de- 
velopment and evolved as the self 
conscious stunt of a protean artist 
Muni, who predicted the reception 
of the film, attributes its mediocre 
success to the false premise of the 
star system, 
Chooses to Choose 

Nicely established as ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law,’ which shows every indica- 
tion of prolonging its Broadway 
run, Muni is contemplating various 
film bids. If he returns to Holiy- 
wood, it will be on a picture to pic- 
ture basis, with the right of choos- 
ing parts in which he believes he 
will be able to impress the picture 
public. 

‘I have enough confidence in my 





Death Knell for Longevity—Muni 
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Surefire 





With a Sigh 


Tuesday, March 15, 1932 
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Hollywood, March 14. 

In heated argument over an 

enforced salary cut, a writer 
made his final plea, 


‘Let’s talk this over man to 


man,’ he said. ‘Pretend that 
you aren’t an executive and 
I'm not a writer.’ 

‘We don’t have to pretend,’ 


sighed the executive. 


FOX DROPS 30 
FROM TALENT 
LIST 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Latest personnel list issued by 
Fox gives evidence of the banker in- 
fluence in cutting the budget by 
eliminating a total of 30 names from 
the lineup of players, directors and 
writers under contract to the stu- 
dio. Saving on payroll effected by 
the cutting amounts to around $20,- 
000 weekly. 
Players were the biggest sufferers, 
with 22 of them getting the blue 
ticket. Six writers were dropped 
and four directors. 

Players Out 
Players who are no longer with 
Fox are Victor McLaglen, John 
Arledge, Hardie Albright, Frank 
Albertson, Paul Cavanaugh, Edward 
Crandall, Jesse De Vorska, James 
Kirkwood, Thomas Meighan, How- 
ard Phillips, James Todd, Charles 
Williams, Roxanne Curtis, Mae 
Marsh, Claire Maynord, Conchita 
Montenegro, Sally O’Neil, Manya 
Roberti, Rosalie Roy, Peggy Ross, 
Elda Volkel and Lynda Watkins. 

Janet Chandler, Helen Mack and 
Cecila Parker, at one time set for 
the ax at Fox, have had their con- 
tracts extended. 

John Considine, Irving Cummings, 
Allan Dwan, Seymour Felix, Sam 
Taylor, Raoul Walsh and Eric Von 
Stroheim are the directors dropped. 

Missing from the writers’ payroll 
are Tom Barry, William Consel- 
man, Dorothy Fletcher, Philip Klein, 
John Peter Leister and William 
Anthony McGuire. 
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‘THE LURE OF HOLLYWOOD’ 


Salem, Mass., March 14. 

Mrs. Lena E. Somers is seeking 
a divorce from Cecil W. Somers, 
film actor. 

Mrs. Somers’ claimed the ‘lure of 
Hollywood’ and another woman 
caused her husband to leave their 
home in Lowell. 





MONTAGNE AT RADIO 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Eddie Montagne, former Para- 
mount story editor, goes Radio as 
associate producer. He will later 
become story executive. 





WB TAKES MUNI 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Paul Muni will begin ‘I Am a 
Fugitive,’ Georgia prison story, for 
Warners. 





Arthur Vacationing 
George K. Arthur sails March 17 
for a 10 days’ vacation in Ber- 
muda, 





stage training,’ he explains, ‘to feel 
that my contribution will help to 
make a pieture worth while. I am 
not interested in billing, because ] 
know that it can have no influence 
on my performance. If my perform- 
ance is effective, audiences will 
want to see more of me. I have no 
inclination to gamble with the un- 
certain status of stardom.’ 

When moving pictures were in 
their pantomimiec infancy, the pro- 
jection of personalities was the 
surest means of attracting audi- 














| HE WHO NEVER MADE A 
MISTAKE NEVER MADE A 
| DISCOVERY. 





MR. AND MES JACK NORWORTHD 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











ences. Actors chosen for camera 
| qualifications rather than talent 
; were put over on the basis of indi- 
| Vidual charm. But now that dia- 
| has brought the film industry 
; cut of its elementary development, 
| Mr. Muni feels that the star system 

is an outworn a worthless 
inheritance short-sighted 


lar 
iOL 
( 


device 
and a 





WILL MAHONEY 


in “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 
The New York “Telegraph” said, 


“Will Mahoney in Earl Carroll's 
Vanities acted with poise and per- 


formed with bewildering skill his 
lexciting trick of dancing on 4a 
| xylophone.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


B. L P. AFTER GRIFFITH 
FOR ‘BLOSSOMS’ REMAKE 


British International is talking to 
D. W. Griffith for a dialog version 
of ‘Broken Blossom...’ Griffith made 
the silent independently in 1919 
with Lillian Gish and Richard Bar- 
thelmess. 

B.I. would want Griffith to go to 








London immediately, if they can 
agree on terms. If closed Griffith 
will probably sail with Arthur 


Dent, B.L.P. head, who returns next 
week from a New York visit. 


No Kidnap Films 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Major studios are going thumbs 
down on kidnaping stories. Free 
lance writers have been pounding 
out abduction yarns, inspired by 
the Lindbergh case, of course, 
Hays office has pointed to pro- 
ducers that kidnaping will possibly 
get 100% rejection from censor 
boards which believe it would im- 
plant ideas in wrong heads. 











Par Wants MacDonald 
As Chevalier’s Steady 


Hollywood, March 14. 


Paramount wants to keep Jeanette 
MacDonald and Maurice Chevalier 
as a team. Miss MacDonald goes 
into ‘Love Me Tonight’ with Chev- 
alier, and studio is dickering with 
Bob Ritchie, actress’ manager. to 
contract her for two more Chev- 
alier films after that. 

Miss MacDonald’s contract is up 
after ‘Love Me Tonight.’ 





SUSAN GLASPELL FOR RADIO 
Paris, March 14, 
Susan Glaspell is waiting here for 
final sailing date from Radio when 
she will ga to Hollywood to write 
for six weeks on the adaptation of 
‘Ambrose Holt,’ her last novel re- 
cently acquired through Curtis 
Brown. 
First trip west for Pulitzer prize 
author. 





ORDERED TO REST 


Hollywood. March 14. 
Joan Blondell has been advised by 
physicians to take a complete rest. 
She lost 10 pounds in a fortnight. 
Miss Blondell has gone to the 
Norconian club to recuperate. 





Gloria Shea’s First 
Hollywood, March 14, 
Gloria Shea, N. Y. stage player 
given a term contract by Warners, 
is expected here next week. 
Weekend Marriage’ will be her 
first film venture. 





Smith Leaves Radio 
Hollywood, March 14, 
Wallace Smith has left the Radio 
writing staff after collaborating on 
two stories. 
He is now vacationing 
north, 


in the 





Lebedeff in Vaude 
Dropped by Radio, Ivan Lebedeff 





poli y- 


rehearsing a three-person vaude act. 


Slapstick Days; 


Dismissed 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Edgar Allen Woolf has dis- 
missed his bodyguard, claim- 
ing the warm weather is now 
sufficient protection. 


Star Grandeur 
In Photos Gets 
Ban from Hays 

















Hollywood, March 14. 


Studio heads, at the insistence 
of the Hays office, have landed 
another swat to the parading of 


pictorial swank by celebs. Latest 
edict to the publicity offices is no 
more pictures of players posing in 
splash cars, or in other settings to 
create impressions of grandeur. 

Newest verboten is tied to the 


taxation proponents’ spread of 
propaganda that Hollywood is 
bathed in luxury. This reached 


its peak when Ex-Senator Gillette, 
of Massachusetts, recently wrote 
such impressions back to his home 
town paper. 

Edict against automobile poses is 
aimed mostly at tie-ups with class 
auto manufacturers who generally 
were sure of getting picture names 
to sit in their cars even though the 
celeb didn’t own such a buggy. 
Thumbs are also down on celebs 
posing amid swank domestic at- 
mosphere, such as polo ponies or 
other effects that might lend an 
atmosphere of numerous dollars. 


Producers Will Rehear 


Grievances of Writers 





Hollywood, March 14. 

Producers have answered. the 
‘shut up or put up’ wail of the 
writers’ committee working toward 
an ethics ugreement with their 
bosses. They have agreed to an- 
other general meeting to finally 
thresh out the differences between 
the two factions, 
Some of the producers attended 
a gathering last week of the writers’ 
committee and after reviewing the 
questions in debate promised an- 
other get-together attended by all 
producers. Conference will be held 
within two weeks. 





Breakfast Club M.C. 
Joins U Sales Force 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Because he put over personality 
plus at meetings of the Breakfast 
club, Edwin Lester will become a 
member of Universal’s sales force in 
the east. Carl Laemmle engaged 
him on the theory that success as 
an m.c. at the club could be used 
to advantage with exhibitors. 

Lester ‘is now at the U receiving 
studios getting his first grooming 
in the picture business. He will 
go east later. 





RADIO MAY HOLD W-W 
Hollywood, March 14, 

Wheeler and Woolsey start on 
Radio’s ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ March 21. 
Team may also do two more for 
the same studio. 

Comedy pair had Coast legit and 
indie production ideas. 





SAILINGS 


April 1 (London to Capetown), 
Miller and Wilson (Kenilworth Cas- 
tle). 

March 18 (London to New York), 
George Black, Harry Foster (Bre- 
men). 

March 17 (Berlin to New York), 
Jules Bernheim (Bremen). 

March 12 (New York to Panama), 
Clarer:e Derwent (Reliance). 

March 11 (London to New York), 
Hyde and Burrill (American 
Banker). 

March 11 (West India cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. G. L. Sears, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edw. Murphy, Miss B. K. True 





(France). 
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Sam Taylor Yearns for the Good Old 


Razzes Cinema ‘Art 


] 





Two things make Sam Taylor 
fighting mad. One, is to mention 
the film industry to him when he's 
vacationing in New York. The 
other is to apply the term of Art 
to talking pictures. Either one 
turns a good looking, affable di- 
rector into a fairly accurate imita- 
tion of Frankenstein. 

‘Movies aren’t an art,’ he growls 
upon provocation. ‘They were 
learning to be. They were develop- 
ing a comprehensive’ technique 
when talking pictures turned them 
into a stunt. Now they’re a 
shadow of the stage. They've lost 
their identity. ‘They’re cheap hy- 
brid.’ 

The foregoing happens.ta be the 
opinion of some of the artiest chaps 
in Hollywood, but that doesn’t 
sway Mr. Taylor from his firmly 
taken stand. He has gat in on so 
many ponderous discussions of Art 
that he wants to tear his hair when 
the word crops up in casual con- 
versation. 

Hollywood's a factory. The best 
directors turn out hits as cheaply 
and swiftly as possible. If they're 
good mechanics, they choose the 
proper material and know how to 
deal with it. But let them not de- 
lude themselves that they’re turn- 
ing out masterpieces for posterity. 
When the screen learns to use di- 
alog for its own purpose—that of 
telling a story pictorially; when it 
develops a medium that is typical 
of the cinema, and the cinema 
alone, then let it call itself Art. 

Mr. Taylor says talkers killed 
feature comedies and Mr. Taylor 
ought to know. He was the first 
director to recognize full-length 
possibilities in short subjects, to 
sustain robust nonsense for seven 
reels and, incidentally, help amass 
a fortune for Harold Lloyd. Then 
came the talkers, and famous co- 
medians -distractedly tried to vor 


ingly built up over a period 


dialog. Swift, chaotic action was 
slowed up by vocal sequences as 
Keaton, Langdon and Lloyd slid 


dawn the toboggan. Only Chaplin 
retained his high place because he, 
according to Mr. Taylor, had the 
wisdom to remain a pantomimist. 
‘If Hollywood wants to take big 
things unto itself,’ says Mr. Tay- 
lor, ‘it may be proud of the full 
length comedies that rocked the 
world with laughter. The hardest 
thing in the world is to: be funny. 
It’s less difficult to draw a tear than 
a hearty laugh. That’s why com- 
edies have gone out.. Directors 
have been timorous of the bug-a- 
boo of speech. 
made them forget. their eameras., 
They’re so rapt in reverence of Art 
and deluded by the theory that 
pantomime is an elementary me- 
dium that they’ve forgotten the old 
formula about a man getting a 
kick in the pants and making a 
funny noise. The kick is the thing 
that makes the noise funny. 
‘Action, action and more action 
—that’s what comedies need before 
the world will laugh as it once did 
at the Keatons, the Langdons and 
the Lloyds. People have cried 
long enough; they’re starving for 
laughter. It’s high time for the in- 
dustry to start developing the co- 
medians who are to cash in on the 
public’s receptive mood—to forget 
venerable art discussions and get 
down to the business of making 
pictures that move as well as talk.’ 


WB’S FEMMES 

Four actresses, three formerly in 
legit, have received Warner con- 
tracts and depart for the Coast 
shortly. 

Women are Gloria Shea, Betty 
Gillette, whose only theatrical ex- 
perience has been in amateur plays, 
Aline MacMahon, and the fourth is 
having her name changed. 


MRS. TURNBULL DIES 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Mrs. Hector Turnbull, 44, wife of 
Paramount's former associate pro- 
ducer and sister of Jesse Lasky, 
died Saturday (12) of double 
pneumonia at the Ambassador hotei 
here, 

Interment will take place here. 


Lydell Peck at Fox 





Hollywood, March 14 
Lydell Peck has joing d For pro 
duction department under Al Roek 


lett. No duties assigned yet. 


of. 


years, couldn’t learn to merge with . 


calize established personalities, . pr 
Few succeeded. 
The art of slapstick, painstake., 


Microphones have . 
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Repetition of Queer Bits in Films 
Is Hollywood's Bow to Superstition 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Peculiarities and eccentricities of 
@tars and directors during produc- 


+ 





Out-Ribbed 





Hollywood, March 14. 


IMATEURS GRAB 
MOST MOB WORK 


Little Opportunity for Regu- 
lars in Profession to Earn 


Heckling Dismays Films’ Good Will 
Envoys Appearing at Women’s Clubs 





Rejuvenation 





Hollywood, March 14. 


Hollywood, March 14, 
come 


Pictures’ diplomatic corps, 


missioned to maintain an apprecia- 


tion may be a snicker to most, but Jack Oakie was out-ribbed f tvs Ww Talk A producer reading a script tive attitude towards films among 

ft's serious to those who practice by John McCormick at Palm Iving age——falkers!! came across the word ‘slut women's organizations, is non- 

the trick habits. Springs over the weekend. Demand Types Who used in describing a an pene plussed by the amount of heckling 
Oakie became so sore at ‘I don’t care for that word, _ . 


To leavé the beaten path and 
break out with some queer habit, or 
do something unusual, is often 
passed off as an omen of good luck. 
Others feel that because something 


McCormick’s counter - moves 
that he pulled out for home at 
6 a.m. Sunday morning. 











Double from Own Jobs 
for $5 and Less—Favored 
Lists and Smaller Mobs 
Freeze Out Oldtimers 


he said, addressing the writer. 


‘Change it to waif.’ 


Films Demand 











encountered lately. 

Ladies delight in coming out flat 
with demands as to why gang life 
is exploited before impressionable 
youth, why pictures whitewash the 


unusual appeared, or was used in primrose path, and pointed ques- 
& previous picture which was a hit, FEATURE LISTS GROW, tinea tions about the intelligence of pro- 
it should be included in all their ducers and morals. 
pictures as an offering to Lady! BUT MOB WORK DOWN! VERSATILITY USELEss Paul Sera. Toten 
Luck, oun 0 es Paul Bern was the target for a 
Sternberg’s Cat flock of such barbed queries when 
Such is Josef Von Sternberg’s Hollywood, March 14. Hollywood, March 14. addressing the Womens City iat 


black cat. During the 
of ‘Underworld’ a black cat walked 
into the picture. <i-ver since then, 
in almost every picture he has di- 
rected there is a black cat in some 
geauence. 

Tom Mix has never appeared in 
& picture without his black ribbed 


production 


Mob stayed depressed last week. 
Average daily working last week 
was 465, or the low of the year so 
far. On the other hand the num- 
ber of features in action has been 
increasing one a day from the first 
of the month; 31 pictures carried 
over the weekend and there are 11 
possible starters this week. 


Unless the government should get 
the idea of establishing a reserva- 
tion for motion picture extras, the 
tribe looks doomed to extinction. 

Use of mobs in picture scenes is 
not only at its lowest in the in- 
dustry’s history but -the tendency 
of directors is to demand non- 


~ For Stage Dates 





Hollywood, March 14, 
Personal appearances for picture 
names may be a great tonic as a 
popularity builder but they’re tough 


Bern was saved by (1) 
questions coming so fast they 
couldn’t all be answered, and (2) 
the meeting being called to order by 
Mrs. Charles F. Turner, club presi- 
dent. 

What makes it tough for good 
will ambassadors in this locality is 
proximity of the studios, with al- 


recently. 





gloyes. About the only sequences siggest day for extras in two| professionals when extras are the avoirdupois. Studio experi- | most every home cut in on the 
in which he doffs the gloves are | weeks was Saturday (>) when 865 | needed, one is that a vlagee back from one cloud of rumors that surrounds 
those in which he has to eat. paychecks were handed out. Set Sam Wood had real collegiates| ,¢ tne atage jaunts is rarely fit] them. Every woman out here thinks 
“uster Keaton, no matter how ]|of the day was a street scene at/ recruited for the crowd stuff in physically to return to picture pro- she knows enough studio inside to 
seek Se See oe - a tin ee sa bebe gees tes cord bar ‘Huddie’ at Metro, claiming an eX~-| quction for at least three weeks. drive the envoys of the Academy 
sequence photographed in all his | people. Street at Paramount using | tra’s idea of a college boy is good It’s the free meals, the dining}|and the MP Producers’ Association 
pictures. Figures it brings him !141 last Tuesday for ‘The ‘World only for ‘College Humor.’ Fact and wining and ease ‘of travelling | nuts. 
Puck. and the Flesh’ was last week's best | that the studes are delighted with that apparently gets the stars’ 


Barrymore’s Pipe 

John Barrymore smokes a pipe 
6nce in every film. Harold Lloyd 
has his father appear in all his pic- 
tures. Sometimes Lloyd, Sr., is in 
gust half a dozen frames. This may 
be the bunk to the onlooker, but 
#t’s on the square with the prin- 
€ipals. 

John Cromwell, Edward Suther- 
fand, William Wellman and Lewis 
Milestone never direct a picture in 
which they do not play at least a 
Dit. Milestone started the gag, 
elaiming it was lucky. The others 
picked him up like a stock actor 


set. 

Depot scene at Warners for ‘The 
Tenderfoot’ collected 137 and Clar- 
ence Brown used 135 at Metro on 
the New York docks for ‘Letty 
Lynton.’ 





Ousted Montenegro Fox 
Choice for New ‘Glory’ 


Hollywood, March 14, 
Fox is figuring on re-engaging 
Conchita Montenegro for the ‘Char- 


a $5 payoff, whereas the profes- 
sionals would rate $7.50, might also 
have something to do with it. 


Similarly for ‘World and the 
Flesh’ at Paramount, John Crom- 
well refused to use the standard 
muff crowd and had a technical 
director populate his Russian vil- 
lage from genuine Russ on the east 
side. 

Authentic Talk 

Another reason here, as also for 
the collegians, is that the talk must 
be authentic. Same thing was true 
for ‘Mendel, Inc.’ at Warners, when 
Mervyn Leroy had the east side 


waist line and jowls. First pre- 
scription for the jaunting person- 
ality spreaders on returning to 
Hollywood, is intensive physical ex- 
ercise. For the femmes there's 
arbitrary dieting and in some cases 
double duty with the flesh pounders. 

As almost all the names above 
the ingenue age engage in some 
sort of exercise or sport to keep the 
trim figure while in Hollywood, 
naturally a tour of the road keeps 
this training from them. This, 
plus the hinterland urge to throw 
teas and dinner parties for the 
visiting celebs, is the poison that 





LUBITSCH UNDECIDED 


Possibility of Going U. A., Columbia 
or Again to Paramount 


Ernst Lubitsch is undecided as to 
his future plans other than that he’s 
content to stick around New York 
almost indefinitely, with the Colum- 
bia, United Artists and Paramount 
offers very much open and unde- 
cided. U. A. bid is greatly exagger- 
ated, having emanated from a lunch- 
eon Lubitsch had with Lewis Mile- 
stone. 


grabbing a cue maine’ part in its contemplated | raided for Jewish types and talkers.| sends them into the  perspiring Similarly the Col talk emanated 
rs ; talker remake of ‘What Price Talking requirement is what hits | three-week period. from Lubitsch’s personal friendship 
Hill’s Open Shoes Glory.’ Miss Montenegro, a touted | the oldtime mob hardest. Even a with Walter Wanger. Likelihood 


. George Hill never ties his shoe- 
ihces while directing. John Ford 
Wears the same sweatshirt. King 
Vidor carries an ivory cigaret hold- 
er but doesn’t use it for smoking. 
Ernst Lubitsch and his black cigar 
&re as inseparable as Amos n’ Andy. 

Janet Gaynor, at some time or 
ether, in every picture wears the 
shoes she wore in ‘Seventh Heaven.’ 
Edwin Burke works in every pic- 
ture he writes. 


Fairbanks the Tickler 


In each picture Douglas Fair- 


‘debutante star of the Sheehan 
regime, was let go by the present 
administration. 

‘Flage’ and ‘Quirt’ will be played 
respectively by Ralph Bellamy and 
Spencer Tracey. Studio execs in- 
tend to completely remake and not 
use any of the background war 
stuff of the silent film. 


Bit Player’s Break 





Hollywood, March 14. 


background murmur has to sound 
right. Extras have been fairly ver- 
satile in looking like various classes 
and. nationalities but they're not as 
good as the original for the sound 
track. 

All-Mexican mobs are in use by 
Richard Wallace for “Thunder Be- 
low’ at Paramount, Cyril Gardner 
insisted on genuine Germans and 
Austrians for ‘Mountains in Flame’ 
at U. 

Chinatown’s Boom 


Mob figures looked good for 


Barred from U. S., Serge | 
Will Cut Film Abroad 


Hollywood, March 14, 

With immigration and state de- 
partments standing pat on their re- 
fusal to let him re-enter the United 
States, Serge Eisenstein will leave 
for Europe and edit his Mexican 
made picture there instead of here. 
He has been given a temporary per- 





seems a return to the Par fold, 
although Lubitsch expresses him- 
self a bit irked with the recent 
Hollywood producers’ understand- 
ing for a six months’ protec- 
tion period for the last employing 
studio. In Lubitsch’s case Par has 
the privilege to match any new offer, 
although the director feels friendly 
toward the studio for sentimental 
and other reasons, 

George Cukor’s injunction motion 
against Par comes up for argument 
today (Tuesday) in the N. Y. Su- 
It concerns the direc- 


, as ware ‘Shanghai Express’ at Paramount|mit to drive from Laredo, Tex.,|P™eme Court. 
banks produces there is at least one With only a small bit in ‘Sky and ‘Hatchet Man’ at Warners in| where he has been waiting permis- torial billing on ‘One Hour With 
ticklish guy. He's there for good] Devils’ (UA) to his screen credit, November, ° You’ (Chevalier), 


luck and amusement. Mickey 











Neilan and Robert Leonard are also Paramount for a series of. westerns. | went to Chinatown. rope. Alexandrov, his co-director, ! \ 
Worshippers of the tickle. : First riven | to * “a the Taxi dance scenes have figured | and Tisse, cameraman, are with him. INDEX 
On one lot there is a colored boot- nb ie. i by > " a in a@ number of pictures lately. Negative of the picture, reported 
black who claims he is the champ oh Bag er ve “ed 1 y on ‘Tinsel Girl’ at Warners being cur-|to be of a very liberal nature, is at SIRS 3 sasec oe eecceccccose 30 |! 
ticklish guy of the world. He'll ge a8 gto oy, who aanat rent and ‘Dancers in the Dark, at| Consolidated Lab. here and will be Burlesque 63 
jump a mile when touched by a di-|‘h@ ranch. Paramount purchased | paramount a recent example.| shipped abroad when Kisenstein’s ss = i ge aes ; 
6 the first story anc has options on Where ball ti ad mx . . . - Burlesque Routes .eccces 63 |) £ 
rector or a star. Let some ordinary aaven mare Samet’ beske 8, parties an ancé- | exact location for cutting it is set- | te 
guy touch him and he doesn't] ; ” halls scenes have always been ex- | tleq. Chatter .sccccccccccoecee 42-45 |! fi 
dee. 5 tras’ meat, calling for mixed mobs spite , ai g Sditorial ...ccee - 
budge a URSULA PARROT’S TRIP and often special dress, the regulars hn ma at at pata ort a ra a ee. okPwry - | t 
aes ‘ seni anizé 6, || ExploitationS ..secccceees 18 2 
Ursula Parrot may have to go to | have been ruled out of luck as taxi! soviet director's backers in the film |! Film House Reviews.... 36 |! 
BUZZELL QUITS COLUMBIA the Coast for Paramount's filmiza- Oe venture were unable to obtain his Foreign Film News.ecee 15 
Oa tion of her newest novel, ‘The Tu- xtras In Reverse re-entry into the U. S. Foreign Show NewS..ece 53 i 
Salary Difference—May Do One of | mult and the Shouting,’ bought from On the theory that professional Negative is free of debt, wealthy Inside—Legit .cs<cccccce 52 
His Former Shows for F. & M. ee rg ap ae Smith is — pe ee ee for| Pasadena backers having paid all|'! [Inside—Music ...scescees 59 
bringing it out in April. ancing an professional extras, | bills. side—Pict . 
Hollywood, March 14. Condition of Par’s purchase was | couples for these acenes are picked Eisenstein has one month to | selée mae pd : 
Having salted ‘Big Timer’ under |that the authoress might be required | up from the downtown dime dance | transact business in New York and ||| Legitimate vessabldes SOE 
his belt as a feature director, Eddie |for two weeks on the story treat-| spots. Discovery of the situation] leave the country. He will go di-|'| Legit Reviews .ssccsesse 50 
Buzzell demanded more money than|ment. No assignment yet on the; led to recent efforts by many ex-|/ rect to Moscow where his picture Letter List 2 ; 
Harry Cohn was willing to give for | yarn, although it may be a Colbert-|tra girls to enroll in the bluelight | will be cut. | tte ss oe abbas tari. 54 
a renewal of his Columbia contract. | March subject. academies. Figured they might as aie iy . iiessaieas 39 
NM wrocereatiy ene off ~ lot, but ~ — a . pt Be Bp Byte pay KRASNA FOR COLUMBIA New Acts ........ on cece 35 
Teed Fencnen & Marce te ie COWARD STARTS ner ge sata “ype mee J Hollywood, March 14. ||| News from the Dailies... 40 |, 
possible Coast production of ‘Lady ad allt their chances of studio checks if P . . 3 7 . | 
ee pata se ; : Hollywood, March 14. a taxi dance cycle develo Norman Krasna will leave New ||| Night Clubs .ccccceceses 60 | 
Fingers, one of his former shows, Noel Coward reported to Fox to- ” _— . eer olops. York today (Monday) to write the Obituary 3 
With himself as producer and star. day (Monday), and started adapta- The Hollywood jack-of-all-parts, original and assist hes the ad: 3 ae Out td es he Perrone $3 C«C}' 
If the show clicks it will be reduced on a “re <A adhe adi who got by for years in the odd-job jr ~ ae bin hy : in _ ra aptation ts cag PPOTTTTITT TTT . =. 
be tkh foren Gnd Gent out a0 an Pelli” -f phe rag ns ee section of pictures, is about washed aki Ly Woo olumnist’ for Colum- ive <a vticeksun oa sate 
anit K. 9 wi : up and hasn't realized it yet. Still Deal Tr . rm i P cture Reviews seeeeses 8 
S wee waiting for calls from Central Cast- Jeal set by Walter Wanger. ReNGIO seceseses ecccccecs att 
tak Wi BIE pagyAece ing and growing a juicy grouch, | Radio Reports sesceseses 
Mrs. Jack Warner East Almost Recovered with his chances further eaten | The only groups for which direc- || TPOTTS «+eeeeeees pon Geass 41 || 
Hollywood, March 14. Hollywood, March 14. into by the 25% of requests per-j| tors have not yet demanded the Talking Shorts sccccccce 24 | : 
Mrs. Jack Warner will go east to Iistelle Taylor has almost com-j|mitted studios te take care of|senuine article are gangsters and ||| Times Square sssceseses 39-41 
Meet her husband upon his return | pletely recovered from injuries suf- | dropped employes or other lot pref- | bankers, and Howard Huszhes {| Vaudeville see eeeeeeenees 32-34 
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Randolph Scott has been signed by 














but Hollywood extras 
didn’t cash in on them. Money all 





sion to cross the border, to New 


York, where he will embark for Eu- 
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Hays at Bat for 
Of Film Boards 


Work Done in 


Continuance 


on Strength of 
Fighting Tax Bills 














Film Boards of Trade now 
emphasized as the national machine 
in probing and fighting adverse film 
legislation. This is described as 
eclipsing in importance the Board's 
former chief function of acting 
enforcing agents of distributors for 
the now obsolete arbitration and 
uniform contract. 

Principally on the strength of the 
activity of the Film Boards during 
this, the heaviést tax year the in- 
dustry has faced, state or national, 
producer and distributor support for 
continuance of the Boards will be 
sought at a Hays meeting to occur 
early in April. 

At that time an effort will also 
be made to secure an appropriation 
of at least another $12,000 to carry 
on the work of these units. Some 
opposition to the continuance of the 
system is expected. This, it is an- 
ticipated, will come from at least 
two member companies which al- 
ready have signified their lack of 
interest in Boards since the Federal 
court declared compulsory arbitra- 
tion illegal. 

Other Hays members, however, 
are just as strongly in favor of the 
boards. Individual records will be 
presented at the session to prove 
that the disentangling of contract 
squabbles is now minor in compari- 
son to the additional duties which 
have been undertaken. It will also 
be brought out that many of the 
secretaries during the past six 
months have worked for as low as 
$25 a month, reductions having keen 
previously made when Hays was 
requested to cut expenses. 

Another subject broached is that 
in the event of general adoption of 
a uniform contract some system, 
similar to the present Boards, would 
have to be established in exchange 
centers. 


ROGERS PAR 
DEAL FOR 8 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Charles R. Rogers, former Pathe 
head, has completed a deal with 
Paramount whereby he will release 
eight pictures through that or- 
ganization on the 1932-33 program. 
Terms are similar to the arrange- 
ment whereby Harold Lloyd re- 
leases through the same channels. 

Arrangement, closed by Emanuel 
Cohen and B. P. Schulberg, for Pa, 
does not call for any financing but 
merely the physical distribution, 
Rogers finding his own capital and 
turning over the pictures without 
advance payment. He will work 
either at Universal City or the now 
idle Pathe lot. First production will 
be ‘Madison ‘Square Garden’ for 
which he already has made the 
necessary New York footage. 

Acquisition of Rogers by Par is 
the immediate result of the desire 
of Sam Katz to reduce Paramount's 
Own program from 60 to 45 this 
season, 

Rogers’ plans eall fer his features 
to be budgeted at $200,000. Financ- 
ing is by a group headed by A. P. 
Giannini. 


Scarface’ Delay 


are 


as 











Hollywood, March 14, 
Howard Ilughes—United Artists 


—Hays office imbroglio over ‘Scar- 
face’ is no nearer a solution despite 
reported negotiations with the 
Chinese theatre to world premiere 
it there. teviews in local papers 
panned the Hays office for not giv- 
ing it a clean bill of health. 


Version shown the press last 
week was the original edition with 
slight changes, It’s the transcrip- 
tion that Hughes is reported to have 
stated he would show in uncensored 
territory in face of all the official 
must nots, 

Hughes, now in Florida, is ex- 
pected back here in two weeks 
‘Scarface’ in the meantime will re- 
main as is with discussions with 
Joe Schenck and Al Lichtman du 
when Hughes gets back as to the 


ultimite verdict on the picture. 


N. Y. Tax Cold 


N. ¥. State Legislature adjourned 
sine die, Friday (11). The threat- 
ened 10% theatre tax was not 
passed and it was assumed@d the pro- 
posal was dead. 

Lieutenant-governor’s' office’ in 
communication with the Theatre 
League, Thursday (10), advised the 
legit group there was no likelihood 
of any amusement tax being legis- 
lated. 

With the Albany threat disposed 
of, attention was again thrown on 
Washington, where a 10% tax for 
admissions above 25c is included in 
the new tax bill. 


BELIEVE METRO 
MAY CALL IN 
FREAKS 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Metro is believed considering the 
withdrawal of ‘Freaks’ from the 
exhibition market. No verification 
available whether or not this will 
be done or when. 

‘Freaks’ is looked upon as an 
atrocity in film form. Released in 
many of the major stands, so far it 
has failed to profitably draw. Pic- 
ture, as its title implies, is played 
mostly by deformed persons with 
some of the ‘freaks’ utilized in re- 
volting ways to carry out the story. 

General outburst of adverse criti- 
cism is said to have been leveled 
at the Metro feature wherever it 
has so far appeared with this criti- 
cism, meagre grosses and reporis 
of audience reaction said to be the 
reasons bringing Metro executives 
to the point of withdrawing the 
obnoxious film. 











Metro remade ae portion of 
‘Freaks’ after Universal’s ‘Frank- 
enstein’ had attested itself as a 
strong drawing card. In the re- 


making much of the present horror 





matericl now in ‘Freaks’ was in- 
serted, it is said. 
Clearing Expenses 
Hollywood, March 14. 


‘Kipling Was Right,’ travel short 
made in Ceylon, India, has been 
sold to Walter Futter by C. F. 
Gordon, connoisseuring cameraman 
who made the footage. Sale price 
understood to be $2,500. 

Gordon Kahn wrote the comic 
descriptive dialog and Gordon is re- 
turning to India to film again along 
similar lines. 





Earn Big Money 





Hollywood, March 14. 

Photographer in Minneapolis 
has approached Coast studios 
by letter offering them a side 
income of $75 to $100 a day. 
He furnishes photographs of 
sereen possibilities for studio 
files. 

All he wants the studios to 
do is send a letter of acknowl- 
edgement to the originals of 
the portraits, for each of which 
letters he would pay $1. 

Studios are ignoring the 
chance to get in on a new lens 
wrinkle, 


CARL, JR., LINGERS 


Fruitless N. Y. Search for Stories 
Prolongs Stay 








Carl Laemmle, Jr., with Harry 
Zehner, his studio aide, and Mor- 
ris Fleckles, his uncle, returned to 
the Coast the end of this week. 
Junior is prolonging his N. Y. so- 
journ to pick up story material. 
The single play financing proposi- 
tion Laemmle, Jr., was entertaining 
fell through. 


Zehner, like Junior, was laid up 
by grippe, but got out of it all 


right. 
Story material for U’s 
program of 26 is pretty 


*32-'33 
well set. 











SISK NAMED HEAD OF 
RKO-RADIO PUBLICITY 


Bob Sisk has been named head 
of all RKO-Radio’s publicity, adver- 
tising and exploitation departments. 





He signed a two years’ contract last 


week, 
Sisk leaves the Theatre Guild, 
which released him from his con- 


tract, to make his debut in the pic- 
ture field. He has headed the 
Guild’s press department for nearly 
six years and has been asked by 
that organization to name his suc- 
cessor there. 

Sisk reached the Guild via ‘Va- 
riety,’ coming to New York for 
this paper from the Baltimore ‘Sun.’ 
He was a member of the ‘Sun’s’ staff 
for three years, stayed another three 
with ‘Variety’ 2nd then joined the 
Guild. During the past nine years 
he has continued his connection 
with the Baltimore daily by acting 
as its New York dramatic and pic- 
ture commentator. 

Appointment of Sisk by Radio will 
inaugurate a co-ordination of all 
departments bearing on publicity 
under his charge. He is officially 
expected to take office next Monday 
(21). It is a new post for this com- 
pany, 


10 Features on U List 
Under $500,000 Total 


Hollywood, March 14. 


Universal has decided on making 
190 pictures in its low cost series 
this year. Productions will range 
in budget from $30,000 to $50,000. 
The 10 hurry-ups will be in ad- 
dition to U’s program of 26 other 
pictures, 


Franklin, Selznick and 
Marcus in Radio Huddle 


Hollywood, March 14. 

With Dave Selznick and Lee 
Marcus, who arrived today (Mon- 
day), Harold B. Franklin is assist- 
ing in mapping out new film pro- 
gram, 

Franklin says Skouras will prob- 
ably take over the local Paramount 
and United Artists theatres which 











he is still operating. 





Los Angeles, March 14. 
Real competition from radio for 
picture houses is seen in the in- 
creasing number of auditorium 
shows consisting of radio talent. 
The ether name shows, tempor- 
arily using a stage, usually pick 
the choice nights and bring in arm 
chair sitters on the only evening 
when they could be routed out. 
At the Long Beach auditorium 


the Happy-Go-Lucky air act Sat- 
urday (5) gave a mat and night 
show and pulled $8,000 away from 
the regular theatres in that town. 
The same night talent from KHJ 
grossed $3,100 at the Shrine au- 
ditorium here, playing to an au- 
dience of 4,000 people. 

Next air competish will be the 
Radio Frolic at the Pasadena Civie 
Auditorium afternoon and evening 


this Saturday 

These air shows are plugged in 
the broadcasts for weeks in advance. 
No cost. for advertising, scenery or 
acts beyond their regular 
»| With admissions from nts to 
| $1, these shows are real opposition 
}for the cinemas, 


(19). 





salaries. 


50 


Radio Barnstormers Make It Tougher 
For Films; Local Acts Special Shows 


? 





‘College Humor’ Editor 
Advising RKO on Mags 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Radio’s story search for its new 
program will be the most thorough 
ever effected by that studio. Im- 
portation of H. N. Swanson, editor 
of ‘College Humor,’ for’ several 
weeks in a story advisory capacity 
is part of the idea. 

Swanson, thoroughly familiar 
with the publishing field, is steering 
|} the studio toward the best bets in 
forthcoming stories and _ novels. 
meanwhile advising of the trends 
in that field. He'll also give opin- 
ions and suggestions on stories al- 
jready lined up by Radio. 

Search for possible material from 
the stage is covered by Kenneth 
McGowan, of McGowan & Reed 
producers, who is conversant with 
that source of material. 

With the regular screen story 
focces also in action, Radio believes 








it will have investigated every pos- 
ésible plot fount. 


“ 


‘Road Back,’ by Erich 
marque, will be 
pany’s specials. 

Among other things there’s a 
possibility of Kent Douglas (Doug- 


Maria Re- 
one of the com- 


las Montgomery), who was in 
U’s ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ making a 
screen return, although the actor 


has professed himself opposed to 
further picture work. Young Laem- 
mle may make a new deal with 
him, 


CAMERA INDIES 
HAIL HAYS 
AS PAL 


Hollywood, Mareh 14, 

Entente cordiale between the As- 
sociation of MP Producers (Hays) 
and the new Independent Producers’ 
Association was cemented between 
Will Hays and Phil Goldstone ata 
luncheon Wednesday (9). 

Working arrangement is co-op- 
erative, the indies maintaining their 
identity. Chief advantage to indies 
will be their ability to borrow play- 
ers on a one-price basis with the 
majors. Complaint had been that 
the majors had one price for each 
other and a tilt for outsiders. How- 
ever, the minor producers won't 
place much faith in this angle un- 
til they’ve seen a couple 
amples, 

City and country location permits, 
and various other matters arranged 
for the big studios through the as- 
sociation office, will also be extended 
to the independents, They will also 
get Hays offize censorship adviee, 

Advantage to the organized ma- 
jors is that actions by irresponsible 
indies have often reflected on the in- 
dustry with the producers’ associa- 
tions powerless to do anything 
about it. 

The I. P. A. is forming its own 
code of ethics but less severe than 
the Hays code. Previously the in- 
dies have been totally unrestricted 
on this phase of. production, 





oft ex- 





Big-Figure Inventor 
Files Pauper’s Oath 


Los Angeles, Mareh 14. 

Orlando E. Kellum, Redlands in- 
ventor who settled a suit for $180,- 
000,000 on dise-film synchroniza- 
tion patents out of court, has asked 
to be decreed a bankrupt with lia- 
bilities of $4,505,228 and assets of 
$50 worth of clothing. 

Kellum took a pauper’s oath that 
he could not pay $30 filing fees but 
said he expected to be able to pay 
them in time. The $4,500,000 item 
is stated to be the amount claimed 
as commission, for what it is not 
explained, by F. A. Todd of Los 
Angeles. Kellum declares the claim 
unjustified. 

He lists as intangible assets a 
half interest in eight patents relat- 
ing to motion picture manufacture, 
subject to a contract held by Miss 
Kate Hegel. 


Connolly, Col A. P. 


Hollywood, Mareh 14, 
Miles Connolly, at Columbia to 
Write a story around the ‘Washing- 
ton Merry-Go-Round’ title, has been 
appointed an associate producer by 
Harry Cohn. The Washington story 
is his first assignment. He will 
also produce an _ original about 
Hollywood from his own idea. Lee 
Chadwick and Robert Keith have 
been engaged to adapt and dialog. 
‘Faith,’ with Walter Huston 
Starred and Alan Dwan directing, 
and ‘Criminal Court,’ with Edmund 
Lowe starring and Irving Cum- 
mings megging. go into production 
this week. This is Col’s first pro- 
| duction uctivity in 10 weeks, 














SEASON'S WORK 
ON 555 JUST 
EXPERIENCE? 


— 


Indications are that the past sea« 
wil] 


bee 


son’s work on the 5-5-5 plan 


be checked off to ‘experience’ 


fore the end of the week. The two 


national indie exhib organizations 
feel that too much dust has been 
allowed to collect on the formula, 


originally agreed upon by producer, 


distributor and indie representa- 
tives, while the major film firms 
are also ‘fed up’ according te 
spokesmen. 


Producer-distributors are willing 
to forget uniformity and deal on 
the basis of ‘miscellaneous formue- 
lae’ which has prevailed since the 
compulsory form was thrown out 
by the Government. 

The MPTOA, at its convention in 

Yashineton, D. C., this week, is 
prepared to seek modifications in 
several of the 5-5-5 clauses, parti«- 
cularly those pertaining to picture 
bookings. MPTOA representatives 
feel the exhibitor should have some 
latitude in making a selection which 
the drafted - but - never-practised 
form is claimed not to provide. 

Allied, at its Detroit convention 
last week, went on record as reject- 
ing the 5-5-5 for its members and 
seeking still another form. 


RCA Ties with 
Goldstone for 


Recording Deal 


Hollywood, March 14, 

RCA has effected an arrangement 
with Phil Goldstone whereby he be- 
licensee under RCA 
for all independent productions with 
Photophone sound, Deal for 
at least $250,000 a year three 
years from Goldstone. 

Recording fee on all independent 
productions costing $35,000 or less 
will be a flat $2,400, which will ine 
clude both the royalty and the musie 
tax. Productions costing in excess 
of that sum will be assessed accorde 
ing to a sliding scale in which prve 
duction cost is the determining 
factor. The starting point will be 
8% of the cost and rises as the sum 
increases. 

Deal is similar to that made by 
ERPI with Balsley & Phillips as 
exclusive licenses for W. FE. sound 
for independents. With both come 
panies slicing their charges, it is 
expected to eliminate bootleg sound 
altogether, 

Goldstone is the guiding spirit of 
the new Independent Producers As- 
sociation. 


ealls 
for 


a —_-—. 


Pointers for Newcomers 
As Academy Technology 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Technician members of the 
Academy meet Thursday (17) tor 
a round-up discussion of film edit- 
ing. Papers to be read will tackle 
editing from the mechanical, dra- 
matic and artistic angles. 

Discussion is intended particular- 
ly for the benefit of men who came 
into film work with sound and 
haven't been initiated into the tech- 
nique of related departments. Carl 
Dreher’s papers and programs com- 
mittee figures on three additional 
discussions of technical phases dur- 
ing the year. 


WB’s 1,340 Extras 


Hollywood, March 14. 


Around 1,340 extras are working 
at Warners today (Monday). It's a 
record for that studio. 

Of this mob 640 are in ‘Crowd 
Roars’ and 700 are on ‘The Dark 
Horse.’ 


U AFTER ‘HARLEM’ 


Universal is buying ‘Ilarlem,’ 
Stage play produced several seasons 


ago. As a show it had an all-col- 
ored cast. 
Play was produced by Edward 


Blatt, authors being Willian: Jour- 





dan Rapp and Wallaee Thurman. 
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Par Favors Program Cut to 45; 


Katz, in Taking on Added Duties, 
Looks Like Genl. Mgr. of Company 


Hollywood, March 14. 
With cuts in production favored 
by all Paramount heads, understood 
that next season’s program will be 
down to 45 features against an an- 
nounced program of 60 for the cur- 
rent season, 


Production conferences ended 
Thursday (10) with Charles Mc- 
Carthy, now of the editorial board; 


George Schaefer, general sales man- 
ager, and John Clark, western sales 
manager, leaving for New York the 
same evening. R. J. O'Donnell, di- 
rector of southwestern Publix 
houses, and W. °K. Jenkins, division 
wnanager, will look over the Arizona 
und Texas houses before returning 
aa st. 

Sam Katz, Publix head, remains 
at the studio another 10 days to 
discuss production, exhibition and 
distribution problems with the stu- 
dio heads. Emanuel Cohn will stay 
here until April 1. 

Sales 
will not be held until April, with 
Hollywood out as a convention city. 
Too much entertaining around the 
studios and too little business dur- 
ing convention days has caused 
Paramount, like the other major re- 
feasing organizations, to cross off 
tinema center as a meeting place 
for sales forces, 

Katz’s Activities 

Present stay of Katz will, it is 
anticipated, firmly establish him as 
general overseer of production for 
Paramount. This will be accom- 
plished, it is said, in a quiet but 
determined manner without official] 
decree, 

Along these same lines Katz ap- 
pears to have taken up all duties 
of the general managership of Par- 
amount-Publix. He relieved him- 
self of the Publix theatre chain 
direction by passing it on to others 
and has delegated Emanuel Cohen 
to take over this job of watching 
Paramount picture production. This 
practically sets Cohen as_ the 
studios’ head man. 

Upon arriving last week Katz 
went at once into conference with 
Ben Schulberg, Al Kaufman and 
Cohen. Should Cohen assert him- 
self as chief of production at the 
local Paramount studio he would, 
at the same time, supercede in au- 
thority Jesse Lasky, contracted 
boss of production and Schulberg 
who has been acting head on lot 
under Lasky. 

After settling the production end 
to his liking, Katz probably will 
start delving into distribution of 
pictures. With Paramount theatres 
under his control, Katz would then 
be at helm of exhibition, production 
and distribution which, with ex- 
ploitation, sums up all the leading 
divisions of a large picture com- 
pany. Arthur Mayer, recently 
given charge of exploitation, in- 
cluding advertising and publicity 
for Paramount-Publix, is looked 
upon as a Katz appointee, 

Some weeks ago Sam Katz placed 
all Publix theatres in charge of 
John Balaban and Sam Dembow. 
Both of these have been with the 
organization for years. Understood 
that they will continue to operate 
the Publix chain <nd also attend to 
film buving. 


MISS PICKFORD APT TO 
MAKE HER NEXT IN N. Y. 


Mary Pickford, staying on in New 
York indefinitely, will likely pro- 
duce her next picture in the east. 
While she has not as yet arranged 
for leasing of studio space and 
facilities, the UA star is intent on 
trying New York instead of the 
Coast for a change. 

Frances Marion, Metro scenarist 
now on leave, departs from Holly- 
wood April 1 to join Miss Pickford 
in New York. She will write the 
Story, ‘Happy Ending,” in the east 
after consulting Miss Pickford. 

Title is tentative. 








convention of Paramount} 








For Caesar Only 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Having a polo yen, William 
Bakewell asked for an estimate 
on a stable. Listed were eight 


ponies at $500 each, two 
saddles at $150 each, other 
equipment $250, care of horses 


$600 a month, polo club mem- 

bership $500. 
Bakewell will 

Indian clubs for 


SECRET ALLIED 
CAUCUS ASKS 
FEDL AD 


adhere to his 
exercise. 











Federal aid in the reduction of 
film rentals during 1932-33, and 
hereafter, is being sought by Allied, 
according to reports in New York 
following the Detroit convention. 

In the petition supposedly be- 
ing drafted for Washington, and 
framed during a private caucus of 
members in Detroit last week, Al- 
lied is also said to be asking for the 
legal elimination of ‘so-called sala- 
cious pictures’ and the breaking up 
of affiliated theatres in the industry. 

Formal announcement of Allied 
that it is backing the Brookhart 
measure brought a storm of protest 
both from the MPTOA and the Hays 
organization. 


Radio Signs Talent } 
Pact After Holdout; 
Col. Still Refuses 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Radio studio is now in accord 
with the recent producers’ agree- 
ment on the matter of arbitration 
and the pact under which a studio 
has first call on a former player for 
a period of six months after the 
artist leaves its employ. Agreement 
was signed by David O. Selznick, 
recently put on the Producers’ As- 
sociation board of directors. This 
leaves Columbia the only holdout. 

Arbitration features make it 
mandatory for signers to put all 
matters relative to player differ- 
ences between the studios to the 
newly appointed Hays’ office arbiter, 
Edwin Loeb. 

Harry Cohn states that Columbia 
is undecided whether or not to con- 
tinue its holdout. He argues that 
Columbia would have some protec- 
tion even without signing if nego- 
tiations go through with Radio for 
joint signing of some talent by both 
studios. 

The idea of the latter scheme ts 
to give both studios greater talent 
availability at half the customary 
cost of independent operation. 


Fox Will Shed Weight 


Before Business Survey 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
William Fox is stopping off in a 
Santa Barbara hospital to diet down 
in weight before coming here to 
look over his real estate holdings. 
Fox has never seen his Fox build- 
ing on Hill street nor the Los An- 
geles theatre on Broadway. He 
also owns the Fox Hills golf course 
and property west of the Fox studio 
in Westwood. 


RADIO CUTS LAW FEES 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Fred H. Smith, who had been in 
charge of contracts and insurance 
for Radio, has left the lot. 
Daniel T. O'Shea, resident legal 
counsel, assumes Smith@p duties. 














TO SPLIT PROFITS 
AND GOaTo o0-a0 


Budgets from $100,000 to) 
$200,000—2 Picture Con- 
tracts with Options—Sep- 
arate from Regular Radio 
Program—Final O. K. 
Awaits Franklin’s Return 


10 PRODUCERS 





Radio Pictures is contemplating 


| adoption of a unit production plan 


whereby this company will seek to 
acquire 10 independent producers 
with whom it will split production 
costs and profits. 

As outlined it amounts to the 
forming of a subsidiary production 
source of 10 units from which, it is 
figured, around 30 features will be 
added to the regular Radio pro- 
gram. 

Idea is believed one reason why 
H. B. Franklin is now on the Coast. 





| It is also understood, however, that 
| RKO 


and Radio executives will 
withhold final approval of this in- 
dependent production attempt until 
Franklin returns to New York. He 
is due back March 23. 

Scheme is based on productions 
to be budgeted at from $100,000 to 
200,000, each independent producer 
to be given a contract for two pic- 
tures with options for one or two 
more. In the case of a film in work 
running over the budget it will be 
specified that the indie must as- 
sume the extra cost. On the other 
hand, should a picture indicate un- 
usual possibilities in the making 
Radio, if agreeing that further ex- 
pense is warranted, will assumé its 
share of the additional costs. 

Upon completion of these in- 
dependently made features, Radio 
wlli distribute and exploit with 
first rental income defraying this 
outlay after which the indie and 
Radio will divide the gross business 
done by the picture on a 60-50 
basis. Negative cost will be guar- 
anteed and it is hoped to hold dis- 
tribution costs to 30%. 

To Use Pathe Lot 

On the basis of the present 
theory Radio would turn over the 
idle Pathe studio, on the Coast, to 
its independent producers where | 
charges will be at cost with no at- 
tempt by Radio to show a profit on 
the rental of space or in the con- 
struction of sets, lighting expenses, 
ete. An offshoot of the plan is that 
if an indie can show that he can 
make his picture for less money 
away from the Pathe lot he will be 
allowed to go elsewhere. 

Producers becoming affiliated 
with Radio in this plan will 
select their own technicians, stories 
and casts, first having to sell Radio 
that they have something to war- 
rant a partnership deaL Radio's 
primary interest in results explains 
the two picture contract after which 
options can be exercised or 
dropped. With each unit, however, 
Radio will insist upon inclusion of 
its own auditor inasmuch as its own 
money is also at stake on each 
celluloid enterprise. 

It is indefinite whether Radio 
will launch the plan with 10 men 
heading their own units. Rather is 
it believed that this is the proposed 
maximum number of indie pro- 
ducers to be included. It is prob- 
able that if final and official sanc- 
tion is forthcoming, the undertak- 
ing will be set in motion with but 
four or five producers under agree- 
ment. Producers lined up by Frank- 
lin to start the project are un- 
known at this time. 

tadio’s desire is that the individ- 
ual producers who click will each 
turn out from two to four pictures 
a year and of the first crop it is 
hoped that 15 films will become 
satisfactory grossers. 

The independent production plan 
is to in no way affect the Radio 
studio itself, its personnel, or reg- 
ular program. In fact, the purpose 
is to still turn out about 40 or 45 
pictures at the major plant for next 
season regardless of these addi- 
tional indie pictures. 











Industry's Trouble Is 
Trouble in Industry 


Hollywood, March 14. 

It's the most-often expressed 
phrase of Hollywood ‘The 
trouble With this industry 
is ’ On the boulevard; it 
the studios: at parties; in the 
line waiting for relief from the 
Motion Picture Fund; among 
execs; among extras; among 
hangers-on—and it’s said with 


a lisp in some dimly lit parlors, 
The trouble with this indus- 
try is: 
Producers are not efficient. 
Too much banker efficiency. 
Too much waste in produc- 
tion. 
They 
nomical, 
They 
stories. 
Not enough 
are used, 


are getting too eco- 


use too many original 


original stories 


Directors are too old fash- 
loned. 

Directors are trying to get 
too arty. 

They are using too many 
stage actors. 

Not enough stage actors. 

The Hays office. 

They don’t listen to the Hays 
office. 

Too many expensive picture 
palaces. 


Too many shooting galleries, 

You eat here to the tune of 
‘the trouble with the industry 
is——.’ Your hear it in your 
sleep. Yet no one as yet piped: 

‘The trouble with the indus- 
try is—all those guys who con- 
tinuously pipe: “the trouble 
with the industry is——”,’ 











KENT AT FOX 





AS V-P APR. 1 


S. R. Kent has reached and closed 
an agreement whereby he will join 
Fox Films as cxecutive vice-pres- 
ident April 1. Negotiations were 
completed last week. 

Information is that Kent will act 
in a general advisory capacity under 
E. R. Tinker until about Jan. 1 at 
which time it is understood he will 
assume the presidency and Tinker 
will presumably retire from the 
company. Meantime, it is said that 
Kent has been assured by the Chase 
banking group of full financial co- 
operation. 

Information is that Kent did all 
of his negotiating with the Chase 
people which, with the receciver- 
ship of General Theatres Equip- 
ment, makes it look as though the 
banking faction had taken over 
complete control of Fox. 

Last week's appointment of L. H 
Woolman, also a vice-president of 


Fox, will, according to report, lead 
to the latter representing the Fox 
interests in the operation of Fox- 
West Coast Theatres by the Skouras 


Brothers. 


Zohbel West 


Herman Zohbel, RKO 
and vice-president, 
Coast today (Tuesday) to join Har- 
old B. Franklin. 

With Franklin, Zohbel 
about two weeks 
RKO western theatres. 


treasurer 


will spend 





will interfere with the present Ra- 
dio production schedule, or if Ra- 
dios distribution department can 
handle the added pictures, are fac- 
tors to be determined before the 
indie plan is officially started on its 





Whether this independent phase 


way. 


Chim MPTOA Ideas Not Inspired 


By Hays as Convention Opens; 
Want Recogni ition by Producers 


By TOM WALLER 


Washington, March 14, 
With delegates from 24 states 
present, 300 conventionites regis- 
tered in three hotels, and indica- 
tions of another 200 attendees ar- 
riving by this evening (Monday), 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
America opened the biggest con- 


afternoon of any na- 


vention this 


tional organization since the incep- 
tion of the industry. 

The MPTOA, through a new 
political set-up, first went on rece- 
ord today as being 95% independ- 
ently controlled. Instead of a 
straight directorate of an equal 
number of indies and circuit repre- 
sentatives, which could deadlock 
and shelve moves, the organization 
board from now on will be com- 


posed of a representative of each 


unit appointed by his own zone. 
The directorate will meet twice a 


year with immediate business re- 
executive committee, 
will turn the ma- 


six of seven 


ferred to an 
This, accordingly, 
jor vote to the indie, 
members being independent and the 
of the circuit or 
affiliated theatre groups. It marks 
the first time the MPTOA can ac- 
tually be described as independent 
of what has been described during 
the past five years as ‘the taint of 
Hays money.’ 

The MPTOA looks to have twice 
the exhibitor strength represented 
here than at the annual get-to- 
gether a year ago in Philadelphia. 
Then exactly 13 units were repre- 
sented and 600 attended the ban- 
quet. The banquet tomorrow night 
(Tuesday) is assuming such unex- 
pected proportions that the organi- 
zation has taken rooms adjoining 
the main hall and is equipping 
these with loud speakers. Around 
1,500 is the latest estimate for the 
seatage. Of this number 399 will 
be congressional representatives. 
The 400th member, a Southerner, 
gave the excuse that he didn’t fig- 
ure it would be wise politically to 
sup with the amusement world. 

New Units 

New units here and counted upon 
by the MPTOA as becoming nation- 
ally affiliated with the organization 
since all have gone on record for 
joining in previous caucus, are 
Texas, Cleveland, Columbus, At- 
lanta, Philadelphia, Boston, Buffalo, 
Albany, Oklahoma City, Milwaukee, 
Michigan, Maryland and New Mex- 
ico. During the remainder of the 
year the MPTOA will seek to enlist 
the Pacific end. 

Most of the delegates booked in 
Saturday and Sunday. Last night 
(Sunday), in lieu of something bet- 
ter, an informal session of old ard 
new directors was held at the May- 


seventh the choice 





leaves for the 


inspecting the 


flower hotel. Over 30 were in a 
closed room, including several silent 
observers of the producers. Major 
Lesiie E. Thompson of RKO and Ed 
Schiller, of Loew's, were the only 

arly big circuit arrivals. 

Late Monday afternoon the 
MPTOA unanimously voted the new 
| governing policy giving independ- 
;ents control of its organization, 
(Slight but unimportant heckling 
|eropped up, chiefly due to lack of 
understanding, precceding the rati- 
| fication. 
| Congressman Sol Bloom advised 
the exhibitors against letter writ- 


| ing, saying 
jmeet adverse 


that the only way to 
legislation is by con- 


certed organization. ‘Fight the 
|present tax. If you don’t the next 
|move will be to increase the tag 
| 20% , said Bloom. In opening the 
' convention President Lightman 
;warned against distributive criticism 
jand refused to listen to discussion 
which he considered out of order. 
Week’s Subjects 

The indies took the stand this 

j (Continued on page 56) 
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Photophone Tosses Gauntlet 
To W. E. in Announced Price 


A fight long brewing between the 
two major American electric com- 
panies hopped into the open last 
week when RCA Photuphone an- 
nounced wholesale price reductions 


in every department. Seriousness of 
its challenge to Western Electric’s 
position in the film business almost 
immediately went on the _ record 
when two of the larger theatre cir- 
cuits, agreed to install the new and 
cheaper Photophone device in place 
of the W. E. equipment now in most 
of these houses. 
25% -40% Slice 

With the first big reproduction 
equipments directly hookable to al- 
ternating current, and iispensing 
with batteries, Photophone is lop- 
ping from 25% and 40% off existing 
list prices. The big house apparatus 
for which Photophone asked $8,000 
is now gearec. to sell at $5,000. The 
other standard type, which retailed 
for $6,000, has been priced down to 
$3,750 on the new edition. 

Photophone waited until W. E. 
had advertised the fact that serv- 
ice charges could not be reduced 
before it came out with its price 
slashing broadside, and is literally 
cutting its service charge for equip- 
ment. in half. The exhibitor paying 
$65 per month will now remit $32.50, 
while the theatre which was taxed 
$130 will get a monthly bill for but 
$65. 

Photophone has also rearranged 
its finance and collection system 
for exhibitors making deferred pay- 
ments. Even in the instance of its 
500-seat equipment the price is be- 
ing reduced from $1,600 to $1,450. 

No secret is made of the fact in 
the east that Photophone is out for 
the positio.. of sound equipment su- 
premacy held by Western through 
its initial lead in the picture indus- 
try. There is also some bad blood 
between the two companies over 
sales ethics. 

Photephone will let its prices talk, 
according to salesmen, 


LINCOLN FIRM PLANS 
2 MORE NEGRO FILMS 


Irving Yates-Jimmy O'Neal’s 
Lincoln's Pictures, with ‘Harlem Is 
Heaven,’ starring Bill Robinson, 
now in the editing stage, intends 
following this one up with two 
other features in which all colored 
talent will be used. 

Second will be ‘In Trouble,’ by 
and with Eddie Hunter, who fig- 
ured in the writing of ‘Blackbirds.’ 
Jack Henley, who did Gilda Gray’s 
current vaude act, is collaborating 
with Hunter and will direct. 

Nina Mae MacKinney will be 
starred in the third, a drama of 
Harlem night life. 

Yates and O’Neal have as their 
associate in the Lincoln company 
a Negro theatre operator, Jack 
Goldberg. 


BOEGER RESIGNS 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Henry F. Boeger, vice-president 
and general manager of Mitchel 
Camera Co., has resigned. He is 
succeeded by Stanley Anderson. 

Firm is a subsidiary of General 
Theatre Equipment, which is in re- 
ceivership. 














SONGS FOR NEW TRY 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Metro has dug out the boarding 
school story which was stopped last 
fall, after production had com- 
menced, as being too risque under 
the Hays code. 

Songs and incidental mv-ic will 
be added. 


U Buys ‘Glamour’ 
Hollywood, March 14. 
‘Glamour,’ Edna Ferber’s. short 
magazine story, has been bought by 
Universal, 


Story deals with the life of an 
outstanding Broadway legit femme 
star. No director or cast assign- 


ment yet. 
BARRIS ADDS SIX 

Hollywood, March 

Third of his Christie 

ing completed, Harry 

been given a contract 
starting in June. 

Barris 


14, 

shorts be- 
Barris has 
for six more 
is an ex 


Rhythm Boy. 





ree ' 
RIALTO WON’T DARKEN 


N. Y. House Has Summer Hopes— 
Publix Film Bookings to June 





Publix has its Paramount, New 
York, film booked to May 6 and its 
two runs (Rivoli-Rialto), in 
ciation with United Artists, if busi- 
ness meets expectations to June 16. 
May be that the Rialto will not 
close this summer as last year. 

‘One Hour With You’ (Par) goes 
into Rivoli-Rialto day and date 
March 24; ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) is 
due at the Rivoli April 21 and 
‘World of Flesh’ comes in May 19. 

Rialto has ‘Scarface’ (UA) after 
Chevalier, with ‘Congress Dances’ 
(Ufa-UA) next. 
$2 house on Broadway, has nothing 
in prospect, 


asso- 





Mass. Citizens Petition 
For Theatre Price Cuts 


Gardner, Mass., March 14. 
City Council has been asked to try 
and have theatre admission prices 


cut. A petition signed by approxi- 
mately 2,500 residents was pre- 
sented. 


No action yet. 





Resumes Former Post 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
Jules Rubens leaves here tomor- 
row (Tuesday), for Chicago to re- 
assume charge of the Publix Great 
States circuit. 
Rubens has been west for about 
three months. 


Criterion, Publix’s | 


Slashing on House Equipment 


| 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week March 18 
Paramount—‘Dancers in the 





February Production Survey 





Hollywood, March 14. 


Production activity for a number of units was at a three months’ peak 


during February. 
being features. 


An average of 33.5 units worked daily, 30.4 of them 
Work on short comedies hit a low of over @ year, only 


just about three being in production at a time. 
Universal led for activity last month. Studio had six units working 








Dark’ (Par). 
Rox y—‘Hotel Continental’ 
|] (Tiff). 
Capitol—‘Polly of the Circus’ 
(Metro). 
Riveli—‘Sky Devils’ (UA) || 


3rd week. 
Mayfair—‘Lost Squadron’ || 
(Radio). } 
Winter Garden—‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN) 3rd week. 
Rialto —-‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) 5th week. | 
Strand—‘Play Girl’ (WB) 


Week March 25 


Paramount — ‘Broken Wing’ 
(Par). 
Capitol —‘Tarzan the Ape 


Man’ (Metro). 

F.ivoli—One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (23rd). 

Rialto—‘One Hour With You’ 
(Par) (23rd). 

Winter Garde n—Crowd 





Roars’ (WB) (22nd). 

Strand—‘Beauty and the 
Boss’ (FN). 

$2 Picture 

‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (As- 

tor) 13th week. 
Foreign Films 
‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Super- 


film) (German) (Europa) 8th 
week. 
‘Ein Walzer vom Strauss’ 


(Splendid) (German) 
Carnegie) 6th week. 


(Little 











King’s New Six 
Hollywocc, March 14. 
surton King set another six 
productions for Big Four. 
First, now in work, is ‘The Scar- 
let Brand,’ starring Bob Custer. J. 





P. McGowan continues as King’s 
megeer. 





Hollywood 





each Frida 
weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Cruelty to Actors 
Joyce and Selznick found insur- 
ance a non-dividend paying side- 
line and sold the underwriting de- 
partment to Lem Baily. It was two 
years old. 
Swapping DeMilles 
William for Cecil is the probable 
Paramount deal on the DeMille 
boys. ‘Sign of the Cross’ is in pros- 
pect for Cecil while ‘This Way Out’ 
applies to Brother Bill. Latter con- 
tracted until June 30 and a Para- 
mount veteran. 


Tom Keene’s New Series 

Tom Keene, finishing a half dozen, 
will do another six westerns for 
Radio. Rochelle Hudson supplies 
the romance in his latest, ‘Sunrise 
Trail.’ 

Quinn Martin, for two months 
unofficial advisor to D. E. Mecelntire 
on production matters, is back in 
the writing department at Fox. 


Block’s Leave Taking 

It was not a dismissal but a vol- 
untary withdrawal by prior under- 
standing in Ralph Block’s case. He 
went to Columbia for one picture, 
made two, couldn't get together with 
Harry Cohn on mazuma, and so 
bowed out. 


2 Leave Metro 
Metro withdrew its sanctuary 
trom two writers, Russell Medcraft 
and Byron Morgan. Both were 
week-to-weeking prior to let out. 


More Glorifying 
Eddie Nugent, Wheeler Oakman, 
Rita LeRoy, Russell Simpson, Dor- 
othy Gulliver, John Ince participate 
in a newspaper yarn directed by 
greezy Eason at Hollywood studio, 
Fanchon Royer authored. 





Added Scenes on Level 

Too short by many feet was ‘Trial 
of Virginia Ware’ which William K. 
Howard speeded through at Fox in 
17 energetic days. So this time 
‘added scenes’ wasn’t a polite veil 
for retakes. 

Warren William had his stay ex- 
tended at Warners. It’s a 
prolonging. 


second 





Long Coma 
‘Hypnotized,’ Mack Sennett’s an- 
swer to the double feature problem. 
starts shortly and will be 12 to 14 
reels. Moran, of Moran and Mack, 
} is out of the picture, Mack and W. 
'C. Fields being only ones cast. 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printce 
y in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


Bill Hurlburt’s Chore 
Paramount has imported William 
Hurlburt, playwright, to write the 
remake treatment for ‘Ten Com- 
mandments.’ Picture will be same 
as the original with modern se- 
quences built up. 





Anita Louise to Metro for ‘As You 
Desire Me,’ Garbo’s next. Radio did 
the loaning. 





Gerhold Davis is planning a revue 
for the Mayan theatre. Charles 
Daniels is on the music with George 
Watters writing the book. 





Coast Radio Perks 


Total time sold by local radio 
stations during February was 33 
hours morc than January, and an 
increase of 45% over the same 
month last year. 

Hays Hikes 
Will Hays called it a visit and 


scrammed for New York Saturday 
(12), accompanied by Maurice Mac- 
Kenzie. They were in the film capi- 
tol three weeks. 


Wardrobe Thieves 

Ancient petty larceny stunt be- 
ing revived in which thieves call at 
an actor’s home, represent them- 
selves as from the studio, and ask 
for part or all of his wardrobe. 
Phoney credentials from dry clean- 
ers is another variation, thieves 
making «way with the garments, 


Billie Burke to Act 
Depression play, ‘Love in a Dish,’ 
is beiing written by Richard Sharpe 
for Billie Burke and possible pro- 
duction by Belasco & Curran, 


Red-Headed Bluebird 
Title role in ‘Red-Headed Woman’ 
must now be able to sing, making 
it tougher than ever to find the 
right gal. 





Yes, Periberg 
Grauman’s stage show for 
Parade,’ opening Thursday, (17) 
includes Michon Brothers, Conrad 
pigeons, Zelda Santley and Arnaut 
Brothers. 


‘Wet 


Jules Klein Visiting 
Julius Klein, asst. secretary of 
commerce, arrives Mareh 24 for a 
studio check up on foreign films for 
exporting next year. 


Charlie Chase Returning 
After being dropped, Charles 





, Saar will be re-contracted by 





FEBRUARY PRODUCTION AVERAGES 
(In 18 Coast Studios) 
(Darmour and Standard Dark) 
-~Feb., 1932, Units Active— r~Year Averages— 
Features Short Total 1931 1928-30 

Feature Studios 
Universal ..ccccca 5.9 eee 5.9 3.1 4.6 
Paramount eeeccoe 5.2 eon 5.2 4.5 5.3 
Metro cooceoe 47 ae 4.7 4.5 5.3 
Warner-FN omeeoe 4.6 ses 4.6 2 9.3* 
Radio. c.caceomeces 20 eee 2.9 5.2% 4.3% 
FOX scccceeeceseoe 2.4 fe oe 2.4 4.3 6.2 
ey .icsaccem © eee 5 5 1.9 
Columbia ..cccoee 33 eee = 2.3 77. 
United Artists we 1 cee at 1.4 2.1 
Leasing Studios 
2 fe ieee. Bae ° 1.1 9 1.8 
Monogram .eccocee 1.0 1.0 me 6 
Educational .ecee 3 4 of 6 9 
International eeces 6 ‘ 6 8 a ie 
Metropolitan seco@ e+- 5 5 8 2 
Hollywood ...ccoe 2 P| 3 eee 
Comedy Studios 
Bennett ccccccccce 6 Py 13 5 9 
COACH ceccasceese ee 1.1 1.1 1.0 I 
FOY ccoccoceccvecg ce 5 a eee 
Working Daily .. 30.4 3.1 33.5 35.3 48.8 
*Combined studios. 
(Total units monthly: January 30.7, February 33.5.) 








most of the time. 


Several indies working on the lot helped, but U would 


still have nosed ahead of Paramount, the next busiest, without them. 


Paramount's five companies were 


an increase of two over January. 


Metro, with a 4.7 average last month, more than doubled its January 

















(Continued on page 37) 


activity. Warner schedule was paced by Metro, dropping one to two 
40 FEATURES COMPLETED IN FEB., 1932 
(Including two serials and two foreigns) 
Working Working 
Universal Days Days 
‘Great Airmail Mystery’ Radio 
CMOFIRED 000.606 b005 0000050100 36 ‘Symphony of Six Million’.... 26 
"REAWEIONE «on 0s ctsntadadeaee ae 20 Weunwt Wil iceciceceds petsé an 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Holly- Tom Keene Western ...... oo 18 
‘ ’ or 
, x ood stvcesecevesoses seeees oa Monogram 
Night Club® riseseseees eeee =a Midnight Patrol’ (C. C. Burr) 8 
Mountains in f lame cocccce & Man from New Mexico’ (‘Trem 
‘Destry Rides Again err Cra de licenhadusdess snare 8 
‘Stowaway’ ..ccsscccee aceeesee BO ‘County Fair’ (I. E. Chadwick) 7 
Warner . ie Geo. Weeks 
‘Rich Ave Always With Us’.. 28 Ivory’ ; 8 
crear aa el a al 3 ‘Behind Stone Walls’ (R.Like) 6 
a ae eins seers o ‘Passport to Paradise’(R.Like) 6 
so sig’ oeeeeereee eeeeererese « #6 
: . i ‘ t 
‘Working Wives’ ....--.+++ oce 19 Paramoun 
‘Local Boy,’ ete. (French).... 14 This Is the Night’.........- 34 
Broken Wis © vrvcivcocvivces 22 
‘ ati Fox 26 Miscellaneous 
‘Devil's Lottery’ ....++++++++++ 26 «shadow of Eagle’ (Mascot S.) 23 
Wn. Fare arhesesess Feces ig ‘Spirit of West’ (Allied)...... 19 
ee setae eastecsecsesss 52 Sime SOE COMMNED. 0200: . 12 
Trial of Vivian Ware’........ 17 ‘Border Devils’ (Supreme) 10 
Metro ‘Law of West’ (Carr-Edu.).... 9 
Grand. Hotel’ cee seneces ... 39 ‘Gun Justice’ (Irv. Briskin).. 7 
‘Wet Parade’ ....ccceeeeceee-s 31 Italian Feature (Triumphant) 6 
"Truth GEM .crsvscicove ~o. 25 ‘Deceit’ (Invincible) ......... 6 
‘Escapade’ (Chesterfield) ..... 5 
units from the WB January lead of six. Radio was slightly up and 
Fox slightly down. 
About four indie productions kept going at the leasing lots, same 


activity as the previous month. 


Peak day was Feb. 15, when 36 features were in work. 


The clean-up 


rush to dodge the tax assessor brought the month’s low of 25 features 


on Feb. 29. 





New Indie Distrib 


A new independent producing and 
distributing organization, Phono- 
vision, has been formed with offices 
in New York. H. C. Braloff is 
president. 

Vivian Moses has joined the firm, 
in charge of publicity and adver- 
tising. 


GILDA GRAY’S FILM 
Gilda Gray goes to the Coast 
April 25 to do a picture for Ben 
Ziedman. Harry Harnie, who wrote 
‘Devil Dancer,’ will write Miss 

Gray’s film. 
Three Crosby 
in Miss Gray’s 
F&M, will 


Brothers, working 
act, playing for 
be cast in the picture. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edmund Loew. 

Carl Laemmle, 

Harry Zehner. 

Morris Fleckles. 
Francesca Beraggioti. 
Norman Krasna, 


L. A. to N. » * 
Will Hays. 
Maurice MacKenzie. 
Gregory Ratoff. 





Jr. 











Union Trouble Looms 


Again in San Antone 


in New York, notably 
Publix and RKO, are inaugurating 
to a settlement of 
trouble with stagehands, which has 
cropped up in San Tex., 
after it was believed peace had been 


Chains 
action looking 
Antonio, 
restored in that city between unions 


and 


troversy. 


theatres after a long con- 
Stagehands have declared a strike 
and through the I.A.T.S.E. is ine 
voking the aid of the operators, 
who also signed a contract at a 
material cut in wages. Under a 
two weeks’ notice, already in, the 
operators are threatening to walk 
in sympathy with the stagehands. 


2 Ether Satires 
Hollywood, March 14. 
‘The ra- 
dio satire being adapted from the 
legit play, ‘Wild Waves,’ with Bing 
Crosby and other radio names in 
cast, will get opposition from War- 
ners’ ‘Crooners’ by Rian James. 
Latter also satirizes the megaphone 

singers, 


Paramount's Crooners,’ 
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PICTURES 





VARIETY bit. 











Film Crities 


(This score based 


* Ellen Keene 
¥ Frances Kurner 
t Hazel Flynn 
(This score based 





AS OF MARCH 5 


Key to abbreviations: PC (pictures caught), R (right), W (wrong), 
O (no opinion expressed), PCT (gareeetagt). 
NEW YORK 
PC. R. W. O. Pet. 
WM. BOEHNEL (World-Tele) ......cccceecs 189 188 50 1 728 
THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post) .......... 171 115 49 7 672 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Her-Trib) .......... 154 101 AT 6 656 
JULIA SHAWELL (Graphic) ...........00. 200 131 49 20 655 || 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) ............ 206 135 71 OO 655 {| 
Bree GB, GOR (BUN) 6c iccccccccccccccccs 183 120 59 4 655 4] 
REGINA CREWE (American) ...cccccececce 206 135 63 8 655 
TRENE THIRER (NEWS) cccccccccccccccics 174 109 65 0 627 
ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) ....ccccscocess. 150 89 36 25 593 
MARGARET TAZELAAR (H-T) .........5- 39 23 14 2 590 || 
MORDAUNT HALL (Times) ......... Teo 146 74 36 36 507 | 
WHOGEPER TT COMMEMSOE) opin cc edes bawedes eeeees 220 177 43 0 805 | 


CHICAGO 


Seereees PReree ee” CRIMOK) Fic ccnacdweseeis cen 195 132 63 0 677 
GENEVIEVE HARRIS (Post) ccccccccscccce 42> 410 3.2 26 
CLARK RODENBACH (News) .....esceeeee - 155 95 45 16 613 
MAE TINEE}; (Tribune) ...... OTTER TET ~. 191 114 65 12 597 
ROB REELt (American) .......... Re eer oe 175 102 58 15 588 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Examiner) ........ 185 102 45 38 551 


Box Score 





on 2338 pictures) 


on 211 pictures) 








Indie Shorts Producers and Players 
Pull Fadeout as Market Collapses 


+ 


Holiywood, March 14. 

Shorts are completely out as a 
means of earning a livelihood among 
independent producers. Currently 
there is not one series of shorts 
being made in Hollywood for the 
state righters. What single and 
two reelers the indie distributors 
are picking up are mostly travel 
novelties and productions made at 
least a year ago. 

Cost of recording and license fee, 
coupled with mounting production 


expenses and lack of names for the 
indie one reel subjects have made 
anything but a feature length pro- 
duction poison to these producers. 
At one time every indie producer 
made shorts on the side. 


Ex-Names 
Former comedy names include 
Alberta Vaughn, Monte Carter, 


Lloyd Hamilton, Ben Turpin, Ray- 
mond McKee, Sid Saylor, Snub Pol- 
lard, Jame: Aubrey, Al Cooke and 
Kit Guard, Al Alt, Billy Bevan, ‘Big 
Boy’ George Davis, Vernon Dent, 
Vera Stedman, Al St. John and Bud 
Duncan. They’re now working in 
features, most of them doing bits. 
Indie producers and distributors 
found that while a market still 
exists for independently produced 
features, the demand for independ- 
ent short subjects had expired. 


Licked By Finance 


Inability of the indie producer to 
buy names for his two reelers who 
could in any way stack up against 
the major names when sound ar- 
rived was the first hard blow. Un- 
able to develop talent due to his 
limited return, the indie producer 
began tc produce novelties minus 
Players. This, too, was soon taken 
over by the majors who could pay 
Tore for novelty subjects. End 
came when the indie found it im- 
possible to record on bootleg equip- 
ment and get into the large cir- 
cuits. 


RKO’s New Division 


A new RKO theatre operating 
division in the middle west will em- 
brace Detroit, Ft. Wayne, Grand 
Rapids and Toledo. Towns were 
part of the Billy Elson Chicago 
division. 

Arthur Freudenfeld, district man- 
aser under Elson, becomes division 

manager of the new setup. 











Minus Names 





Hollywood, Mareh 14, 
Company manager for a 
Fanchon & Marco unit, writ- 
ing his weekly report, said: 
‘We broke all house records 
in this town and without any 
star names in the _ picture, 
only George Arliss.’ 


Walter Meyers and 
Joyce-Selznick Deal 


For Stage Personals 











Los Angeles, March 14, 


Walter Meyers is reported hav- 
ing arranged with Joyce and Selz- 
nick to represent the ‘names’ talent 
on the J. and S. books for persona! 
appearances in the variety houses. 
This is an angle of the Joyce and 
Selznick agency business which the 
firm, itself, has xiven no particular 
attention heretofore. The J. and S. 
names so far placed for personals 
have been through the Weber Simon 
Agency. 

Meyers will probably make his 
office in the local J. and S. suite 
and remain in person out here. His 
brother, Eddie Meyers will sell the 
names in the east. Meyers may 
enter into deal with the Weber 
Agency for the latter to make all 
of the J. and S. personal placements 
with RKO. 

The Joyce Selznick Agency is the 
most extensive in the west and 
handles most of the star names in 
all talent divisions of pictures. Ar- 
rangement is understood to have 
been reached between Frank Joyce, 
for the firm, with Meyers. Meyers 
is about to leave for the east to 
set a New York office, returning 
here shortly. He was recently gen- 
eral booking manager for Warners 
in the last but resigned. 





Crespinell’s Color Lab 


Hollywood, March 14. | 
William Crespinell, former man- | 
ager of Howard Hughes’ Multicolor 


laboratory, has set up a color lab of 
his own. 
He will operate at the old Multi- 
color plant on Occidental Boulevard 
vhich went dark when Hug 


hes took 





the « mpany over, ‘ 


NO’ MEN LEAD FILM CRITICS 





—_ 


\ MALE SCRIBES Stocks Retreat All Along Line: 
HITRANK FEMMES Loew Breaks Critical Level of 30; 


Eastman Suicide Rumor Hits Kodak 





Delehanty (‘Post’) 
Watts 
with Many ‘Bad’ Notices 
Go Ahead of Women’s 
Group Who Have Been 
Kind to Recent Releases 
—Boehnel (‘World - Tel’) 


and 


Holds Head of N. Y. List | 


MINOR CHI CHANGES 


Two new angles come to the fore 


in the compilation of ‘Variety's’ film | 
| critics’ boxscore for the period Dec. 


26 to March 1. 

For the first time all the New 
York women writers are in the per- 
centage bracket below the men, the 
list being headed by three male re- 
viewers, while a fourth is in a tie 
with three femme writers for fourth 
place. 

The other significant slant on the 
summary is that all the optimistic 
reviewers are out of luck, having 
been passed during the last two 
months by the  hard-to-please 
screen reporters. That 
those reviewers who reported ‘bad’ 
on the largest number of releases 
have advanced their relative stand- 
ings, while those who called the 
fewest pictures ‘bad’ have fallen 
back in the list. 

Thus Thornton Delehanty (‘Post’), 
who figured at 22 bads,’ moved up 
from No. 7 to No. 2 in the ratings, 
displacing Julia Shawell (‘Graphic’) 
who drops back into the four-way 
tie. for fourth place. Richard 
Watts, Jr. (‘Herald-Tribune’), with 
23 ‘bads’ in his weighing of recent 
product goes from No. 8 to No. 3, 
passing on the way Miss Shawell, 
Bland Johaneson (‘Mirror’) and 
Irene Thirer (‘News’). 

On the other side of the picture, 
Miss Johaneson called only two re- 
leases ‘bad’ and Miss Thirer turned 
thumbs down definitely on only one. 
Confirming the conclusion that most 
of the errors were due to over-op- 
timism, John S. Cohen (‘Sun’) im- 
proved his standing by one place, 
moving from No. 5 to tie for No. 4, 
although the majority of his errors 
were due to under estimating screen 
potentialities. 

A Year’s Run 

In the New York field, William 
Boehnel (‘World-Telegram’) con- 
tinues to top the list, a position he 
has held for more than a year. His 
estimates for the last lap of the 
compilation adds evidence to the 
point previously made, by showing 
29 ‘bads,’ highest number in the 
whole record, including ‘Variety’s’ 
total of 27 ‘bads.’ 

The Chicago ratings bring out 
only two changes, Genevieve Har-- 


ris (‘Post’), at No. 2, exchanging 
places with Clark Rodenbach 
(‘News’), and Mae Tinee (‘Trib- 


une’), moving up one place to No. 
4, displacing Rob Reel (‘American’). 
The consideration of under or over 
estimating does not appear to ap- 
ply to the Chicago ratings, but 
rather to the number of ‘no opin- 
ions.” Reviewers with a prepond- 
erance of indefinite comments in 
both cases lost ground, while the 
two who advanced were more spe- 
cific in what they had to say. ‘Vari- 
ety’ has always taken the position 
that a ‘no opinion’ is a ‘wrong’ as 
far as the critic is concerned. 

Doris Arden continues to lead 
Chicago, the star system which 
that paper alone uses in that city, 
apparently having an advantage, al- 
though that does not seem to apply 
to Miss Thirer who also uses star 
ratings in New York where she, 
too, is the only follower of that 
system. 

Spring Pa ‘Deane’ 

Paramount's ‘Clara Deane,’ for 
release on the tailend of this sea- 
son, will go out as ‘Strange Case 
of Clara Deane.’ 

Won't be released 
June. 





until Maj or 


(‘Herald Trib’) | 


° ' 
is to say | 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
- Net 
Sales. High.Low. Last chs 
200 Con. F . $ 4 4 Le 
11,600 Fast K. 81 73% TAN 6! 
1.300 Fox ....:. 3% 3! 3! - % 
1,400 Gen. The.. hy 38 “3 
3,500 Loew ..... 30% 29 oy 144 
“0 Orph. p . 10 9 ot] 1%, 
| 9.200 Par.-F. .«.. Bs RS, 9 ay 
| 300 Pathe a" a 
1] 31,200 RCA ..... 8 % 7% % 
1400 RKO ..... 4% 4% 4% % 
$,200 W. B.... per p 4, 245 Ve 
CURE 
400 Col. Pict... 7% Te M+ % 
} 200 Col. v.t.c.. % 7% 7% % 
200 Fox Thea.. an oe 5 
300 Trans.-L .. 2 1% 1% %% 
BONDS 
$2,000 Gen. Thea. 15% 1! 15% -+- %& 
16,000 Loew ..... 8974 88% S84 —1% 
12000 Par.-P. ... 514s 51g 51% —1%6 
6,000 W. B..... 31% 30% 31%+ % 











Try Saturday 
Opening for 
Possible Aid 


—_—_- -—— 


March 14. 
A reversal of the pet idea in re- 


Los Angeles, 





cent years that pictures should not 
open on Saturday or Sunday is the 
decision of Fox-West Coast to open 
Loew's State on 


Saturdays, instead 


of Wednesdays as now. New policy 
for the State went into effect this 
week, depending on how quickly 
subsequent runs can make changes 
to conform with it. 

Reason given for the switch is 
that something may be gained by 
the week-end opener. FWC isn’t 
sure that it will improve business, 
but will try it. Houses all over the 
country have now tried opening on 
about every day in the week ex- 


cept Monday. Pantages theatre, 
Hollywood, which follows Loew’s 
with pictures and Fanchon and 
Marco units, doesn’t want the 


change, Pan, and probably all 
second runs and suburban first runs, 
will have to change dates to con- 
form with the switch in FWC’s ace 
house. RKO, which does not con- 
flict with Loew’s, went to Saturday 
openings a month ago. 
Units Older 

Besides the Saturday openers, 
Loew's will have its Fanchon & 
Marco units come in with an extra 
four days of breaking in. The Fox- 
West Coast in Long Beach. has 
booked the units to show on Satur- 
day, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. 
It’s the first time in a year Long 
Beach has had an F-M show. 

Units previously opened at the 
Manchester, Los Angeles. Break in 
bookings now are, after the four 
days in Long Beach, Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday at the Man- 
chester, and Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday at the Poulevard. It makes 
10 days in all, strengthening the 
Ideas considerably and giving 
Fanchon or Mike Marco a chance to 
make changes before the State 
premiere. 


Pradence 


Staub; ‘Bank of U. S.; $2,867.56. 


$8,591.60. 





Gaillard T. Boag; Chase Nat. Bank of 
City of N. Y¥.3; $2.227.14. 
' Morris Green; Bon fvU. S.; $8,415.13 


Pictures Corp.; F. Marbe; 

$46.9900. 
vege J Recording Co. of Am., Alex- 
ander ohen, Jacob Miner and Irving 


Norman Brokenshire; G. & K. Realty 
Corp.; $409.35 
fou Stillman; Trebuns Realty Co.; 


. ~ = 


By AL GREASON 
Ivar Kreuger 


flood of 


suicide of 


night brought a 


Paris 


Saturday 


selling in Kreuger & Toll from the 
opening, stock converging on New 
York from all over the worid. 
Pressure was so severe that the 
whole market gave way in syme 
pathy. 

When support seemed to be de- 


veloping in mid-afternoon, the 


suddenly announced the death 


ticker 
of George Eastman and that stock 
broke 
points before the retreat was halted, 
until the close, 


however, that the newspapers got on 


sharply, losing nearly 8 


It was not after 


the streets with the report that the 
Rochester philanthropist had killed 
himself. 

Steel was weak, going to 44% and 
closing near that figure, while 
American Tel. & Tel. cracked its 
critical level of 125. 

Picture stocks gave way with the 
rest. Loew, focal point of the group, 
slipped under its important level 
of 30, making a new bottom on the 
movement, and Paramount found it 
impossible to defend its line at $ 
throughout the session, although it 
managed to recover in the last few 
minutes to that figure. RKO cone 
tinued to reflect selling based on 
its own unsatisfactory balance 
sheet and income statement last 
week, followed by a bad report from 
ftadio Corp. on Saturday. Last 
week's break in the new RKO de- 
bentures and the old Keith bondg, 
appeared to be taken as a signal 
by longs in the stock, which slipped 
off to 4% Warners moved with 
the trend, going to 2%, which is 
the merest fraction away from its 
all time low. 


As though the market did not 
have enough bad news to absorb, a 
test of the drys and wets in the 
House resulted in a defeat of the 
liberals, putting that much further 
off any desired change in prohibi- 
tion. 


Best that could be said of the 
film stock’s performance was that 
volume was moderate, although 
they closed on or near their lows 
for the day, holding out the pros- 
pect that the decline would likely 
run along for another session to- 
day, at least. 


Market Loses Ground 


The stock market lost ground last 
week and began the new one under 
mixed influences. Decline was rep- 
resented by about 4 points in the 
industrial average, carrying that in- 
dex to 84.52, with the amusements 
following the general trend and 
making a pretty poor appearance, 
principally because the weakest sin- 
gle issue in the group was Loew, 
which is being watched as a guide 
to the rest of the entertainment 
shares, 


Loew was off 21%2 at Saturday’s 
close, to 31 after going below that 
point, regarded as critical, for a few 
trades. Volume was not sensational, 
but persistent weakness here made 
the whole group look unsatisfactory, 
Nothing especially bearing upon the 
theatre stocks came out, the influ- 
ences at work apparently being the 
broad market situation. 

Mixed situation on the opening of 
the new week came from the fact 
that the market had to discount 
ominous possibilities in the suicide 
in Paris of Ivar Kreuger, head of 
Kreuger & Toll, Swedish match mo- 
nopoly, whose financial ramifications 
are w orldw ide and the bulk of whose 
securities are believed to be held in 
America, eitee liquidation of Conti- 
nenta] accounts over the past year. 
News of the financier’s self-destruc- 
tion reached Wall Street after Sat- 
urday’s close, although the Kreuger 





Ben Siegel; Colonial Radio Sales Co.: 
$149.62. 

George Jessel; rker & Robbins Studio 
Inec.; $1,3 

Aldene Theatrical Studios, Inc.; Haloid 
Ca. 2 $123.1 


|& Toll stock had been under extreme 
|; pressure during the whole session. 

iles in this single stock reached 
nearly 200,000, and made up @ quar- 





, ter of all dealings. Swedish govern- 
i (Continued on page 23) 
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Lady with a Past,’ Duke Ellington 
Top L. A. with Nifty $18,000; Town 


Going for Tabs; 


Los Angeles, March 14, 





Ideas and plans for improving 
business in the various amusement 
arcades are not lacking. They range 
all the way from a contemplated 
change of opening day for Loew’s 


State to a second flyer at condensed 

musical comedy for the Pantages. 
Emphasis is very markedly upon 

the stage in this home town of the 


celluloid spools. Few pictures in 
themselves seem to mean much at 
the paybox. Managerial doubts 


cluster around almost all the pic- 
tures, while managerial hopes focus 


upon special attractions for the 
rostrum. 

Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028: 50-$1.50), 


"Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show | 
(7th-final week). Eddie Cantor 
coming in practically unheralded 
and with a minimum of publicity 
brought the drooping Garbo picture 
back with a smash. Although the- 
atre week figures Thursday to 
Thursday at $17,700, the actual 
arithmetic computed from Cantor's 
Sunday matinee start is over $27,000 
on the last seven days. That’s an 
achievement. ‘Wet Parade’ (Metro) 
in March 17 due to ‘Grand Hotel’ 
being delayed. Grauman framing 
another typical stage show. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65), 
‘Play Girl’ (FN) and vaude. Seems 
little doubt that getting 10 acts for 
the price formerly paid for five was 
a bright idea. ‘Play Girl’ headed 
for $12,000. Last week ‘Alias the 
Doctor was near $13,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
‘The Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
and stage show. George Arliss opus 
knocked off four weeks at $1.50 and 
L. A. has a lust for bargains, so at 
pop scale should find nice $16,500. 
Last week ‘Play Girl’ around $15,000. 
Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘Lady 
With a Past’ (Pathe) and Duke El- 
lington band (ist week). Colored 
band not as celebrated out here as 
in the east, but $18,000 fine. Last 
week ‘Lysistrata’ on the stage got 
all the credit, unquestionably de- 


serving it, for $16,800 chalked up 
for ‘Prestige.’ 
Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 


90), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and 
stage show. Probably to $8,000, good. 
Last week Roscoe Arbuckle in per- 
son helped a little. House took $8,- 
000, which is 20% above average. 
Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75), ‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
stage show. Headed for poor $8,000 


or less. ‘Wiser Sex’ opens Wed. 
(16). Last week ‘Wayward’ just 
so-so at $12,500. 


RKO (2,950; 30-65), “The Menace’ 
(Col) and vaude. Expect $9,000. 
Last week Pola Negri in ‘A Woman 
Commands’ not so hot at same fig- 
ure. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
“Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and stage 
show. John and Lionel Barrymore 
together above $18,000, fair. Sat. 
opening postponed, tab version 
‘Sons o’ Guns’ opening here Wed. 
(16) after two bad weeks as $1.50 
legit at Carthay Circle. House en- 
joyed $22,200 week with ‘Polly of 
the Circus.’ 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1), ‘The Greeks Had a Word for 
Them’ (UA) (ist week). Gold-dig- 
ger’s saga will have $10,000 or so 
for first week. Strictly moderate. 
‘Broken Lullaby’ snoozed through 
its second and final week at $7,200. 


Weather Bothers L’ville, 
But ‘Lullaby,’ $6,200, Oke 


March 14, 





Louisville, 

Play, receiving support of the 
Kentucky Sunday School Associa- 
tion, digs into the week’s averages 
at other theatres, but the class at- 
tending is largely different from the 
usual theatre crowds. 

Coldest weather so far affected 
all night business. Temperature 
was below 20 for 10 days. 

‘Broken Lullaby’ at the Strand 
looks okay with a $6,200 gait. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60), ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ (UA). Averagely good 
at $9,000. Last week ‘Polly of Cir- 
cus’ (M-G) below par with $8,100. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865; 25- 
35-50), ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par). Do- 
ing alright, $6,200. Last week ‘After 


Tomorrow’ (Fox) good at $5,200. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35- 

50-60), ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par). 

Weak $8,100 pace. Last week 


‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) somewhat 
better with $9,000 gross. 

Brown (2,100; 20-30-40), ‘Fireman 
Save My Child’ (Radio). Good 
with $5,200. Last week ‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe), $4,600, fair. 


Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000: 15- 
25-40), ‘Murders in Rue Morgue’ 
cv). Weak $2,700. Last week 


‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox), $3,000. 





New Opening Days 


PROV’S GOOD FIGURES 


‘Lupene’ Around $11,000,; White- 
man-‘Mask’ $11,000 
Providence, March 14. 


Paul Whiteman and his band at 
the RKO Albee is the town’s best 
bet with ‘Behind the Mask’ (Co!) 
o:. the screen at $11,000 pace. Trade 
has soured again, although pictures 
are above average. 

Loew’s State with ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
at $15,000 will lead straight picture 
houses by a comfortable margin, 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) and Paul 
Whiteman. House expecting to tilt 
$11,000. Plenty of ballyhoo to pep 
things up. Last week ‘Final Edi- 
tion’ (Col) $9,600. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50)—‘After 
morrow’ (Fox) and vaude. Looks 
like another great week at $7,000. 
Last week ‘Graft’ (Whirlwind) and 
personal appearance of Nick Stuart 
and Sue Carol soared to $7,800. 





To- 


Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). Not show- 


ing the strength it should but as- 
sured of at least $15,000. Last week 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) a big disappoint- 
ment when it slid to $14,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox), and 
‘Cross Examination.’ Nice bill but 
suffering along with the other film 
houses as the result of spotlighting 
vaude in this town. Will garner} 
fair $9,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
and ‘The Expert’ (WB) also took 
the skids for $8,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Danc- 
ers in the Dark’ (Par). Show means 
nothing to the box office this week, 
a poor $8,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) failed to 
come through as expected; $9,400. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Woman Commands’ and ‘The 
Menace.’ Not a bad double feature 
bill but also suffering from inertia. 
Around $21,000. Last week ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio), second week, 
dismal at $2,000. 


Seattle Full of Stars; 
Compson-Lupin’ $16,500 


Seattle, March 14, 


Betty Compson, heading the Fan- 
chon and Marco unit at the 5th 
Ave., is helping ‘Arsene Lupin’ to 
head for a $16,500 take this week. 
That’s the town’s best money. 
Seattle’s full of other stars cur- 
rently with Fannie’ Brice-Phil 
Baker-Ted Healy in ‘Crazy Quilt’ at 
the Fox to a $3 top set for an $18,- 
000 gross, while Roscoe Arbuckle in 
‘Baby Mine’ (stock) at the Moore 
also looks fair. 
In straight pictures, 
else is off. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 35-60)— 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and Betty 
Compson, in person, headlining the 
Fanchon-Marcs ‘Coconut Grove’ 
vait. Nifty at $16,500. Last week 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) $12,- 
600, fair. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
‘Impatient Ma‘tden’ (U) and vaude. 
Si-ge show billed ahead of screen 
this week, Doc Rockwell in top snot. 
‘Maiden’ adv., such as ‘The girl who 
couldn’t wait for life’s biggest 
thrill!’ didn’t help, with $8,500, bad. 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
held strong to very end, $13,300. 








everything 


(2,700; 25-60)— 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; £5) 
—Yellow’ (Col). Jack Holt type 
liked at t*is price $3,000 good. Last 
week, ‘Reckless Living’ (U) eased 
off, $2,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900: 25- 
50)—‘Fireman Save Child’ (FN). 


$5,000, oke. Last week, second week 


of ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
good at $4,800, 
Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) 


(2,000; 10-15-25)—Hotel Continen- 
tal’ (Tif). $6,000, looks good for 10- 


day run, biz strong despite union 
pickets with banners nearby. Last 
week, ‘Morals for Women’ (FN) 
pulled after four days and a bad 
$3,000, 


Paramount (Fox) (8.106: 295-35)— 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). Double 
bill no help; $4,500, bad. Last week 
‘Freaks’ (M-G) and ‘Strangers in 
Love (Par) a little better, $5,100, 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) and ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
split week, $3,000, good. Last week 
‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and ‘Peach o 
Reno’ (Radio) $2,350; ns 


or 


b. 











Ideal Western 





Hollywood, March 14, 
Comment by one of the club- 
women previewers that Pathe's 
‘The Saddle Buster’ should be 
used as a mode! for all future 
westerns is being passed on to 
} the national women’s organi- 
zations in the monthly leaflet 
sent out from Mrs. Thomas G. 

Winter’s office. 
not a shot is fired. 











Reason: 





; 


| Plenty Stage Names 
Help Newark; $18,000 
Good for ‘Arrowsmith’ 


Newark, March 14. 
Nothing to break records this 
week but Texas Guinan will doubt- 
less pull Proctor’s up to around 
$20,000, while ‘Arrowsmith,’ at 
Loew’s, will be near $18,000, which 
is nice if not nifty. 








Last week the weather broke 
Sunday’s business completely and it 
was midweek before the - houses 
were normal again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966: 20-35-50) 
—‘Heart of New York’ (WB) and 


F-M unit. Smith and Dale in per- 
son added to their film appearance 
and with special publicity in Jew- 
ish centers should come near $16,000. 
Last week ‘Fireman’ (FN) fair at 
$13,500, 

Capitol (WB) (1.200; 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) 
Her Life.’ Ought to beat $4,500. 
Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and 
‘The Menace’ okay at $4,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—Drei 
Tage Mittelarrest’ (Capitol) and ‘Die 
Privatsekretarin’ (Capitol) on split. 


15-25-35)— 
and ‘Men in 


Not hopeful of over $1,000. Goes 
Russian next week with the ‘Five 
Year Plan.’ Last week ‘Eine 


Freundin so Goldig wie Du’ (Tobis) 


| bad at $700, 


Loew’s State (2.780: 30-50)—‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ (UA) and vaude. Nicely 
at $18,000. Last week ‘Lovers 


Courageous’ (M-G) weak at $13,000. 
Mosque (WR) (3,281: 20-30-40)— 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U). Ought to 
pull up to bad $5,000. Last week 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) ca- 
tastrophic at $2,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
25-50-60)—Strangers in Love’ (Par). 
Fair at $14,000. Last week ‘Shang- 
hai Express’ (Par) jammed the end 
aa week and great at over $20,- 
000, 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Law and Order’ (U) and 
vaude, Texas Guinan counted on 
steady draw to good $20,000. Last 
week ‘Lady with Past’ (Pathe) 
good at $18,000, 


Terminal (Skouras) (1,960; 15-25) 
—Wayward (Par) and ‘Texas Cy- 
clone’ (Col), with ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) and ‘South of Santa Fe’ 
(Sono-Art) on split. Can’t hope for 
more than $3,700. Serial added for 
Saturdays ought to help. Last week 
‘Forbidden’ (Col) and ‘Cannonball 
Express’ (First Division) with ‘Girl 
of the Rio’ (Pathe) and ‘The Drift- 
er’ (Capitol) on split, only $3,300. 





Mitzi Helps ‘Corsair,’ 
Cincy, to Strong $25,000 


Cincinnati, March 14, 
Current business, while fair, is 
considerably improved over last 
week, when the combined grosses of 
picture houses on the leading lanes 

hit low figures for the past year, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65) ‘Cor- 
sair’ (UA) and vaude, Little Mitzi 
Green on stage is a big help at the 
b. 0., with a nifty $25,000 in view. 
Last week, ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox) and weak bill, sad at $17,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50) 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par). Pulling 
strong $16,000. Last week ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) $15,500, not bad 
either, 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50) ‘Ar- 


sene Lupin’ (M-G). Holding over to 
sood $9,000 after $13,500 in first 
week, 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par). Headach- 
ing at $8,500. Last week ‘Million- 
aire’ (Fox) $9,000, likewise poor, 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40) 
‘Local Boy’ (FN). Joe E. Brown’s 
laughs fetching a dandy $4,800. Last 
week ‘Around World’ (UA), $3,200. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350: 25-40) 
‘ady With a Past’ (Pathe) and 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). Split 
week of second runs, fair $3,500. 
Last week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
and ‘Polly of the Cireus’ (M-G) $3,- 
000, bad, 

Family 
‘Struggle’ (UA) and ‘Sin’s Play 
Day’ (Fischer), split, $3,200, fair, 
same as last week's ‘Monster Walks’ 
(Fischer) and ‘Devil on Deck’ 
(Tiff). 


(2,200; 30-50) 


(RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 





back 


No Depresh Brag Minn. Showmen 





7% 
ad 


Trio Clicking Big—‘Squadron’ a Smash with $20,000 


—‘Arrowsmith’ with El Brendel in Person 





BELOW ZERO IN DENV. 


‘Behind the Mask,’ $7,000; ‘Lupin,’ 
$16,000, Not Bad Considering 





Denver, March 14, 

Six types of pictures at as many 
houses are dividing the town’s pic- 
ture money, with the Aladdin and 
the Denver doing best. ‘Behind the 
Mask’ at the former with $7,000 and 
‘Arsene Lupin’ at the Denver with 
a strong $16,000 top the town, 

Orpheum with ‘Panama Flo’ to a 
$12,000 pace is having its first poor 
week since the house’ opening. 

Below zero weather two days 
didn’t help biz generally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 

75)—‘Behind the Mask’ (Col). Good 
at $7,000. Last week ‘She Wanted 
a Millionaire’ (Fox) $5,000, fair. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Strong $15,000. wast week 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par), $14,300, 
okay. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40- 
65)—‘Panama Flo’ (RKO-Pathe), 
and RKO vaude. Poorly at $12,000 
pace. Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(Radio) a fine $15,800. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 

35-50)—‘Polly of the Circus’ (M-G). 
Bad at $7,500 pace. Last week 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) tapered off to 
$5,900. 
Rialto (Huffman) 
50)—‘The Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). Good at $3,500. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) for three days 
and ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ (WB) 
did a fair $3,250, 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘The Expert’ (WB). Poor $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Her Majesty, Love’ 
(FN) likewise poor, $7,500. 


“TARZAN’-BEN LYON A 
SMASH $28,000, BALTO. 


Baltimore, March 14. 
The Rivoli, put on the block last 
week, was sold to William Martien 


(900; 20-25-40- 





& Co. real estate dealers, who 
probably represent ‘the bankers. 
Louis Rome will continue to ope- 


rate the house for the new owners 
probably indefinitely. Possibility 
also that the Auditorium may get 
into pictures. House had 
scattered legit bookings, including 
Katherine Cornell, but if rep com- 
pany at the Maryland folds after 
next week, Cornell will go into that 
house, leaving the Auditorium very 
likely for pictures. 

Downtown jumped this week 

when ‘Tarzan’ world-premiered at 
the Stanley, Friday (11), with Ben 
Lyon, local boy who made good in 
Hollywood, returning in person to 
his native town at the Century. The 
combos also have names, Phil Cook 
at Keith’s and Hardeen, plus Gus 
Edwards’ act at the Hippodrome. 
Keith’s switched bookings at a late 
date, putting ‘Big Timer’ in. 
Last week was decidedly off, 
neither ‘Wayward’ at the Century, 
or ‘Broken Lullaby’ at the Stanley 
getting anywheres. The combos 
did very well, both Keith, with 
‘Final Edition,’ plus Charley Chase 
on stage, and Hippodrome with 
‘Men of Chance,’ plus George Jessel 
in person, turning in satisfactory 
grosses. 

Weather was bad first half. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) 
and stage show. Ben Lyon in per- 
son is the big current draw. Bebe 
Daniels in town with him and they 
were photographed with the folks 
at the depot and front-paged nicely. 
Should cross $23,000. ‘Wayward’ 
(Par) last week, way off at $18,500. 
Not expected to register big, it was 
below expectations. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘Tarzan’ (M-G). 
Looks like a smash $28,000 that will 
top Chevalier’s ‘Lieutenant’ and 
Garbo’s ‘Mata’ at same stand. 
World premiere went for important 


journalistic space and the opening 
was capacity. Critics kidded the 
Hollywood jungle angle in a nice 
way, and some of the audience 
snickered at the theatrical jungle 
thrills, but the he-man stuff of 
Weissmuller in the fig-leaf costume 
went over big. ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par) last week, despite swell no- 
tices, was too gruesome for big 
b. o. biz, below expectations at 
$17,000. Weather hurt too. 
Valencia (Loew-UA) (1.200: 25- 
35), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 
After nice but not remarkable biz 


at the Stanley, will do about aver- 
age at this roof stand, $3,000. ‘“Wo- 
man of Monte Carlo’ (FN) last 
week, a first-run, was below aver- 
age at $2.600. 





d 


Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). 





Minneapolis, March 14, 
Thanks to a trio of surefire box 
office attractions and a break in the 
cold wave, prosperity is back on the 


job for the loop showhouses this 
week after a fortnight’s absence, 
The generator of good cheer had 


been driven away by a combination 


of mediocre screen fare, frigid 
blasts and hard times. 

The current offerings are suffie 
ciently strong to make the box 


offices thrive generally. 

The business stimulators are ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ El Brendel in person, and 
‘Arrowsmith’ at the RKO-Orpheum, 
Minnesota and Pantages, respece 
tively. 

‘Squadron’ is a smash. In place of 
the customary four shows there 
were five on Saturday and six on 
Sunday, with the folks actually 
fighting to get in. Brendel, prime 
screen favorite in this Scandinavian 
burg, is also pulling ’em, while ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ is winding up a fortnight 
of fine business. 

In the face of such stiff compee 
tion, the other loop showhouses are 
having rather hard going. 

‘Dancers in the Dark’ at the State 
is being practically neglected, as is 
‘Beasts of the City,’ at the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4.200; 75)— 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par), El Brene 
del in person and Fanchon & Marco 
stage show (‘Limehouse Nights’), 
with Val and Ernie Stanton. Tre- 
mendous exploitation on Brendel! has 
given house great opening, and 
comedian is delivering. Picture also 
first rate and show in its entirety 
one of the best in months. With 
local Scandinavians—and there are 
plenty of them—turninge out en 
masse for Brendel, and with such a 
strong start, gross should hit near 
to the $25,000 mark; very big. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
at $15,900, especially poor for a Will 
Rogers picture here. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—‘The 
Lost Squadron’ (Radio) ard vaude- 
ville. Picture well exploited and 
highly praised by critics pulled 
heavily from outset and looks geared 
to keep up fast initial pace. Three 
extra shows necessary Saturday and 
Sunday to accommodate crowds. 
Best week at this house in many 
months, and management avers the 
depression is over. Around $20.000 
hoped for, very big. Last week ‘The 
Hatchet Man’ (FN) $10,000, light. 
State (Publix) (2,200; 50)— 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). Miriam 
Hopkins seems to have been unable 
thus far to build up much of a local 
following and her name is no mag- 
net. Can get nowhere against sturdy 
opposition at other big house; may- 
be $6,500, weak. Last week ‘Polly of 
the Circus’ (M-G) around $7,000, 
bad for anything with Clark Gable. 
Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Are 
rowsmith’ (UA) (2d-final week). 
Looks good for $7,000, making close 
to $19,000 for the fortnight run; 
okay. ‘Greeks’ (UA) opens Thurs- 
day. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Beast 
of the City’ (M-G). Gangster 
drama, Jean Harlow and Walter 
Huston mean little to box office 
here; $5,000 mediocre. Last week 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox), $3,600, 
poor. 

Astor (Publix) (900; 
Witness’ (Fox) and ‘Woman From 
Monte Carlo’ (FN). About $1,100 
for split week, mediocre. Last week 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and ‘Three 
me Girls’ (Col), split, around $900, 
ad. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100;  25)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) second loop run for 
full week should pass $2,200, good, 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), secs 
ond loop run and full week, $2,500, 
strong. 7 


25)—‘Silent 





Okay $4,500. ‘Greeks Had a Word’ 
(UA) last week, fair $4,000, 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,5003) 
25-50), ‘Big Timer’ and vaude, 
Shove? in at last moment, to cash 
in on the Ben Lyons-in-town pub- 
licity. Phil Cook, on stage, should 
help get out the radio fans, mild 
$13,000. ‘Final Edition’ last week 
with Charley Chase in person, good 
at $15,000. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Disorderly Conduct.’ Fair $6,500, 
Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox), 
$7,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Harding has been slipping 
locally and stage bill is the big 
draw here. With a doubleheader 
headliner it looks okay, Hardeen 


and Gus Edwards’ act helping to at 
least $14,000. ‘Men of Chance,’ plus 
Jessel on stage last week, satisface- 
tory at $13,500. 

Rivoli (Martien & Co.) (1,800; 
25-40), ‘Monster Walks.’ Should do 
a satisfactory $4,000. ‘Fools of Pas- 
sion’ and ‘Damaged Souls” double 
bill in on a rental basis during the 
house sale period, got about $3,000 
on the second week, making it 





about $9,000 on the two-week run. 
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Loop Stalls for 


Holiday Slump; 


Kate Smith Expected to Tilt 
Palace to New Record, $33,000 








Chicago, March 14. 

Picture trade locally is marking 
time, just trying to squeeze by un- 
til the end of Lent. Films are being 
carefully spotted in order to pre- 
serve any potential winners for the 
post-holiday occasion. Trade is 
waiting for March 26, on which date 
a flock of new flickers are set to go. 

Result is that the current stanza 
is slated for a quiet pace, there 
being little around of any boxoffice 
strength. Only houses showing 
any chances for hot coin are the 
Oriental and Palace, where the big 
noise is not on the screens but be- 
hind the foots. Two femmes are in 
the spots on and are 
scheduled for neat takings. Dor- 
othy Mackaill is pulling to the Ori- 
ental, At the Chicago another pic- 
ture personality, Conchita Monte- 
negro, is there with a Fanchon & 
Marco unit and getting heavy plug- 
ging in order to bolster a flabby 
week. 

At the Palace the second radio tag 
in two weeks, Kate Smith, is cred- 
ited with a chance for the record 
gross at the spot. Started off to 
the best pace in months. Film here 
is ‘Prestige.’ 

At the other spots there’s gloom. 
‘Greeks,’ after a hopeless first week, 
crumbled entirely and takes the air 
after 10 days of sad trade, ‘Man 
Who Played God’ couldn't get 
started at all, in spite of the heavy 
George Arliss spread. However, will 
be forced two weeks. Roosevelt is 
holding over ‘Arsene Lupin’ after 
a week at the Chicago and is doing 
fairly well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par) 
and stage show. Slipping badly 
current and only likely to touch bad 
$31,000. Conchita Montenegro drew 
some strong publicity in hope of 
strengthening flicker. ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
(M-G) last week cd nicely at 
$38,200, and went into the Roosevelt 
for a seven-day repeat. 

McVickers (FP: blix-B.&K.) (2,000; 
60-75-85), ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WB). Arliss talker wasn’t ex- 
pected to gather the funs, and B.&K. 
spent much effort in an attempt to 
corral the non-picturegoers. Too 
tough, however, and the gross for 
the opener doesn’t indicate more 
than $18,000. Will stay, however, 
until the 26th, when ‘One Hour with 
You’ (Par) arrives for the post-holi- 
days. Last week ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par) finished a disappointing two 
weeks to meagre $11,100 for final 


personals 


half. 
Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Wayward’ (Par) and 


stage show. Screen is evidently not 
as important this week as the in 
person showing of Dorothy Mackaill. 
Screen lady started well and evi- 
dences a healthy boost to nifty 
$29,000. Last week unhappy, the 
register falling to a sad $21,200 for 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
‘Prestige’ (Radio) and vaude. Kate 
Smith means much more than 
flicker in spite of Ann Harding. 
Prophecy is for a record $33,000, 
best figure in a long string of weeks. 
Existing record of $32,000 is held 
by Olsen and Johnson. Last week 
the Camel radio act had the handi- 
cap of the stiffest weather of the 
year and was held back somewhat 
to $27,200, a rare good gross at the 
_— Film was ‘House Divided’ 


). 

Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85), ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G. A 
seven-day holdover mainly to plug 
up a couple of holes in this spot 
untii March 26. After this week, 
Which looks oke at $11,000, another 
one-weeker comes in, and day after 
Good Friday, the indie ‘Blonde Cap- 
tive.’ ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) fin- 
ished a three-week sojourn in the 
red, taking a bad $8,300 for the final 
third. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Pic- 
tures are having a hard time here. 
Another two-weeker and weak. For 
opener only $18,200 despite fine no- 
tices, and currently maybe $9,000. 
Coming this Wed. (16) is ‘Impatient 


_Maiden’ (U). 


United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85), ‘Greeks’ (UA). Starved 
from the gong and departs after 10 
tough days. For the first seven 
barely got across the overhead line 
at $13,900, and for the last three 
days meaningless at indicated 
$3,000. ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) arrives 
on Wed. (16) for a filler stay and 
figured to stick only until the magic 
day of March 26, when it will be re- 
Placed by ‘Sky Devils’ (UA). 


ww 


WINTER IN BIRM. 


‘Business and Pleasure’ Strongest, 
$7,200; Ritz’s Twin Bill 





3irmingham, March 14. 

Winter has come at last, but the 
weather man says it won't last. 
Snow and rain last week. Snow was 
the first in three years and. hurt 
business plenty. Forecast this week 
is for better weather, and the thea- 
tres will welcome it. 

RKO Ritz goes double features 
this week, and business jumped con- 
siderably the first two days. Things 
have improved greatly at this house 
since Alabama dropped vaudeville 
three weeks ago, while the Alabama, 
starving. This week with Will 
Rogers should be better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
Rogers is the only thing pulling 
them in. House has taken big nose- 
dive in last three weeks, and this 
week will be a life saver, $7,200. 
Last week ‘Man Who Played God’ 
(WRB) was a good pie, but just didn't 
click, $6,300. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—Law 
and Order’ (U) and ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U). First week of new 
double bill policy going great, $6,200. 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
might have set some records but for 
weather, but did dandy $6,000 in 
cold, rain and snow. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Local Boy Makes Good’ (FN). Good 
$4,500. Last week ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (M-G) was also good con- 
sidering weather, $23,900. Keaton has 
been seating them in his last two 
pictures here. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40) —‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Gloria Swan- 
son not likely to catch any fish, $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Beast of the City’ 
(M-G) fair at $3,600. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) first half 
and ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) second half. 


Average week, $1,000. This house 
doesn’t vary much, Last week 


‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) all week got 
$1,050. 


DETROIT 1007, IN RED; 
‘CONDUCT,’ $22,000, FAIR 


Detroit, March 14. 

What are probably the worst 
grosses of the past two years are 
those developing this week. With- 
out a single exception the first runs 
are entirely in the red. 

Combo of bad weather, income 
taxes, Lent and lack of oustanding 
attractions are resulting in plenty 
of worry. Ony thing that draws 
here seems to be the red riots, which 
play to thousands both in and out. 
No break looked for now till Easter, 
with special attractions booked, 
starting then. All companies are 
sluffing off with weaker product. 


Estimates for This Week 


Michigan—‘Polly of the Circus’ 
(M-G) (4,045; 15-35-50-65-75). 
Hearst campaign not able to help 
this one much, and will he lucky to 
hit $23,000. Last week ‘Arsene Lu- 
pin’ (M-G) disappointed at $26,300. 

Fox — ‘Disorderly Conduct’ (Fox) 
(5,100; 15-25-50). Getting a fair 
break, but still close to the border 
line at $22,000. Last week ‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox) about the same at 
$23,000. 

Fisher—‘Play Girl’ (WB) (2,600; 
15-35-50-75). Ordinary at $15,000. 
Last week Cliff Edwards and ‘Fire- 
man’ (FN) got a nice break at 
$19,500. 

Downtown — Impatient» Maiden’ 
(2,750; 15-25-50). Getting a poor 
play and will lose a few bucks at 








$9,000. Last week ‘Murders in the 
Rue Morgue’ was not so forte at 
$11,000. 


United Artists—‘'Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) (2,018; 15-35-75-90). Will 
be lucky at $9,000 in this its second 
and last week. Last week, $13,600. 

Paramount—'Shopworn’ (Col) (3,- 


448; 15-35-50-75). Earbara Stan- 
wyck seems to be poison to this 
town. None of her pictures did any- 


thing, with this one plenty bad and 
out in one week, despite lack of 
product. Paced at a poor $10,500. 
Last week ‘Broken Lullaby’ only fair 
at $9,000 in its third week. 


Lipton at WB 
Hollywood, March 14, 
Lew Lipton, formerly head of 
Pathe’s two reel comedy depart- 
ment, and lately at Radio, is now at 
Warners. 
He will work on comedy features. 








on the other hand, without vaude is | 








Metro Own Clipper 





Hollywood, March 14, 
Metro studio has discontin- 
ued the services of clipping 


bureaus. Instead the company 
now subscribes to 82 papers. 
Some big city dailies, some 
smaller city publications and 
some rural weeklies 

Elimination of the clipping 
service and introduction of the 
subscription idea has cut this 
end of the publicity budget in 
half, it is claimed, 


Squadron, $11,500, 
Leads Portland, Ore.; 











B’way Dark—Biz Off 


Portland, Ore., March 14. 
Fox closed the Broadway sudden- 
ly on Saturday (12) on account of 
bad business, its ‘Polly of the Cir- 
cus’ last week getting a 
$6,000, while United Artists refused 


meagre 


to permit the showing of Sky 
Devils’ (UA), as scheduled. Reason 
is that Fox-West Coast also op- 
erates the U.A. house locally 


Broadway will remain dark indef. 

‘Lost Squadron’ with $12,000 at 
the Orph and ‘Arsene Lupin’ with a 
$13,500 pace at the Paramount led 
the town. 

Par chalked up a bumper b.o. 
score last week with Betty Compson 
in person with F. & M. unit and 
‘Strangers in Love’ getting $13,000. 

United Artists dropped top ad- 
mish price to 35c, imitating Ham- 


rick’s Music Box, which has been 
doing okay with that top price. UA 
is doing well currently with ‘Pas- 
sion Plumber,’ $5,000, 


RKO Orpheum is running screen | 


ads as regular policy. Current ad 
reel has four local firms mostly in 
the grocery line, getting a one or 
two-minute break apiece. Tieup 
between RKO Orpheum and radio 
station KGW has the radio band in 
the theatre pit for vaude perform- 
ances, 

General b.o. biz decidedly better 
currently, although merchants com- 
plaining this is the worst period of 
the depresh. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘The Lost Squadron’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Big leap to $11,500. Last 
week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) very 
bad at $5,400. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000: 
25-60)—‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and 
F. & M. unit. Big $13,500. Last 
week ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) with 
Betty Compson in person oke too 
at $13,600. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-35)—‘Passionate Plumber’ 
(M-G) going good enough for about 
$5,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) poorly at $4,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35)—"Fireman Save My Child’ (WB 
getting a fair $4,500. Last week 
‘Taxi’ (IN) good at $5,000, 


K. C. Full of Barrymores, 
‘Maiden’ Fair at $16,500 


Kansas City, March 14. 

The Barrymore boys are very 
much in evidence on the downtown 
screens this week, doing a double in 
‘Arsene Lupin’ and Lionel singling 
in ‘Broken Lullaby’ at the Newman. 
Picture is heavily billed under ‘The 
Man I Killed,’ the ‘Lullaby’ title be- 
ing carried in six point for protec- 
tion. Mainstreet is also going strong 
with the publicity for its pictures 
and did not retrench for the current 
bill, ‘Impatient Maiden.’ 

After a week of the coldest 
weather of the winter all got a 
weather break for the openings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4.000; 25-50)— 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). John and 
Lionel Barrymore drawing nicely, 
$18,000 pace. Last week ‘Arrow- 
smith,’ given raves by the press. 
drew oke $16,500, Next week 
‘Greeks.’ 

Mainstreet (2,200: 
Tmpatient Maiden’ (U) and vaude 
Sold from the sensational angle. 
it was duck soup for the flaps and 
the thrill seekers. Ledova, dancer, 
visiting her home town, was fea- 
tured on the vaudeville bill. Week's 
gross promises $16,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Lost Squadron,’ $17,490, nics 

Newman (1,899: 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par). 





25-35 -50-60)— 


25-35-50 )— 


Another 


Lent, Colds, Lindy Scare Hurting 
Bway, but ‘Beast,’ Roxy, $70,000, 
And ‘Squadron,’ $30,000, Very OK 


' 


| bring sadness to most of the 








Many factors are 


Broad- 


combining to} 


over $60,000, looks 
Wiser Sex’ (Par) 


lately ) 
like $53,000 with 


(at least 


way sector's film palaces. Not the}and Pola Negri on the stage, okay. 
least of these is Lent, which has} Last week was the first time re- 
another 11 days to go. Weather, | cently that the de luxer has dipped 
which has played many odd tricks} below $50,000, being $900 under. 
this winter and has laid up a lot] Tetrazzini, doing a personal, went 
of people with colds and other ail-| out Monday night (7) with a cold, 


ments, is also causing damage. 


The Lindbergh kidnapping is held} 


by showmen as contributing to a 
decline in boxoffice receipts as well, 
contention being the people are 
saddened by the tragedy and, mo- 
mentarily kidnapping-conscious, are 
staying home watching their own 
children, 

Bucking the bad breaks, the Roxy 
is valiantly coming out of the ether 
with a very nice $70,000 for ‘Beast 
of the City’ (Metro), one of the few 
from the outside by this 


ooked 


} house 











setup for the Barrymore fans and | 


they gave it a play to the tune of 


} 
| drawing nicely to $6,000 gait. 


$12,900. Last week ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) slipped away to} 
$7,000. | 
Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Dancer:s 
in the Dark’ (Par), Snappy title, 


for the Oakie-Hopkins followers but | 


only mild at $4,000. Last 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) $4,100. 
Pantages (2,200: 


week | 
|} 1918.’ 
20-35)—‘Behind | 


the Mask’ (Col) and ‘Stepping Sis-! 


ters’ (Fox). Lots of flicker enter- 


tainment for the price; double bill! ‘Michael and Mary’ (U) $809. 


Also recovering from a slight 
stroke 
in the money neatly with ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) indicating $30,- 
000 and may do a little better, plac- 
ing the 
first time in a 
a holdover. 
The Paramount, which wavers less 
in receipts than the others, seldom 
going below $50,000 and as seldom 


4 


‘SHANGHAI,’ $48,500, 
TOPS PHIL’S BLAH BIZ 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

Last week showed very little im- 
provement over the two previous, 
which had both been rather dismal. 
With Holy Week in the offing, little 
change for the better is expected 
now until Easter Monday, although 
some pictures booked this week and 
next ought to click smartly. 

Outstanding is Marlene Dietrich’s 
‘Shanghai Express,’ which started 
off at a fast pace at the Mastbaum 
Friday and is expected to give that 
house its biggest gross in a couple 
of months. Al Trahan and the 
Slate Bros. head the stage show. 
No reason why $48,500 or better 
shouldn't be reached. 

‘Broken Lullaby’ cracked badly in 
its second week here and failed to 
go over $12,000 at the Stanley. That 
was $2,000 short of expectations. 
‘Behind the Mask’ got around 
$10,500 in eight days at the Stanton. 

Outside of ‘Shanghai Express,’ 
this week’s best bet looks like 
‘After Tomorrow’ at the Fox, and 
Ruth Roland appearing in person. 

Keith's look sad with ‘Girl of the 
Rio,’ which got off to a very weak 
start. House has dropped the scale 
to 50c top. Stanley has ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ which opened Saturday 
instead of Friday, and looks strong. 

‘Arsene Lupin’ is holding over at 
the Boyd. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75), 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Started 
like a house-on-fire and should pull 
house out of its bad slump, with 
$48,500 pace and maybe better, 
great in this bad time. Al Trahan 
and Slate Bros. on stage. ‘Lady 
With a Past’ (Pathe) nothing start- 
ling with under $39,000. 


long while. Rates 





Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75), ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio). Opened fairly 


well and should get $17,600. ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) way off in second 
week, not over $12,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75), ‘After To- 
morrow’ (ox). Figured good with 
Farrell's draw, though not opening 
sensationally; probably $15,000. ‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox) under 
$13,800. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75), ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G). Started strong with 
fine notices to help and sheuld get 
$13,500 this week; $19,000 on open- 
ing week, 

Earle (2,000; 25-65), ‘Carnival 
Boat’ (Pathe) and vaudeville. Only 
$17,000 indicated. Last week ‘Way- 


ward’ (Par), $18,500 last week. 
Stanton (25-65), ‘Beast of the 


City’ (M-G). Doesn't look very hot; 
maybe $9,500. ‘Behind the Mask’ 
(Col) about $10,000 in eight days. 
Keith’s (1,800; 30-40-50), ‘Girl of 
the Rio’ (Radio). Pretty sad, not 
over $8,000. ‘Fireman’ (FN) weak 
$9,200, moved here from Mastbaum. 
Karliton (1,000; 50), ‘Lady With 
a Vast’ (Pathe). Moved here fvom 
Mastbaum, probably $5,000. Last 
week ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB), 
moved from Boyd, strong $5,500. 
Arcadia (600; 50), ‘imma’ (M-G). 
Second downtown showing should 
be good for $3,000. ‘Hushand’s Holi- 


|day’ (Par) about $2,800 last week. 





Last 
week ‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) and 
‘The Bargain’ mild $4,900. 

Apollo (1,200; 35)—‘Comrades of 
silled as the German 
Parade’ it is attracting interest from 
those who want to see the 
side,” but only $1,200. Last 


is the Mayfair, which will be| 


house in the black for the} 








‘Big | up 


{ 


‘other | 
week Colbourne and Barry Jones did gur- 


not returning. 

Capitol, Metro’s show window, 
will probably do $55,000 with ‘Pas- 
sionate Plumber.’ first Buster Keaton 
in the house this season, previous 
picture from this star having been 
sloughed. 

Of the runs, Rivoli is disappoint- 
ing, with second week of ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) falling away off, un- 
likely at more than $14,000. Fourth 
week of ‘Shanghai Express’ at 
Rialto is also down, indicating $23,- 
O09, 

Winter Garden won't do more 
than $18,000 on the third week of 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) comes in April 1, 

Weakness is also shown by the 
Strand and Warner, WB's other 
Broadway houses. Former a prob- 
able $14,000 for first week of ‘Man 


Who Played God’ (WB) after $2 
run and latter only about §2,000, 
bad, on second run showing of 
‘Heart of New York’ (WB), for- 


merly at Strand. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (12th week). Three months 
is pretty long forcing for this one 
here but it’s said that the $2 stay 
is aiding in merchandising the pic- 
ture. Also, Metro has nothing ready 
to follow, still waiting for ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

Capitol (5,400;25-85-$1.50) ‘Pas- 
sionate Plumber’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Buster Keaton, Jimmy Du- 
rante and Polly Moran combination, 
first time Keaton has had such 
strong comedy support, indicates 
about $55,000, fair. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Arsene Lupin (M-G), 


$49,000, 

Paramount (3,664; 40 - 65 - 85) 
‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) and stage show. 
In line with Publix’s policy of stage 
names, Pola Negri is latest in here. 
She is not outdrawing Tetrazzini, 
in for four days of previous week; 
business looking like about $53,000, 
but okay. Tetrazzini injured last 
week's chances on withdrawing with 
a cold Monday night (7), letting 
house, with ‘Strangers in Love’ 
(Par), down to $49,100. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85). ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par) (4th week). Falling 
off a little, probably $23,000. Stays 
a fifth week. Last week, third, 
$28,400, pretty good. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1), ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio). A holdover for 
this one on the strength of a likely 
$30,000 take for first week; picture 
well sold and exploited on New 
York showing. Previous incumbent, 
‘Impatient Maiden,’ $12,400, below 
house’s recent average by a couple 
of thousand. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) (2d week). Doing a 


brodie on its second week at ap- 
proximately $14,000, quite low for 
this run and doubtless meaning pic- 
ture will scram after fortnight’s run. 
Last week (7% days) it was all 
right at $26,900. ; 

Roxy (6,200; 40-65-85-$1), ‘Beast 
of the City’ (M-G) and stage show. 
This outside booking is bringing a 
ruddy complexion back to the Roxy, 
sprinting for $70,000, very agreeable. 
Last week ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
only $35,200, brutal. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1), ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB). In here 
on top of $2 run, will do about 
$14,000, oke. Predecessor, ‘Heart of 
New York’ (WB), $13,300, not so 
forte. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75), 
‘Heart of New York’ ‘WB). Back 
as a Warner second run, taking 
service following Strand, the take 
looks like a meagre $2,000 this week. 
Final seven days of ‘Man Who 
Played God’ $7,200. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1), ‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) (34 
week). Slipping to around $18,000, 
with ‘Crowd Roars’ (WB) slated to 
come in April 1. Second week of 








the Barthelmess picture $22,000, 
fair. 
Montreal’s Low 
Montreal, March 14. 
Blizzard weather that looks like 


continuing for another week, and 
last stretch before Holy Week will 
likely be the low point of the year 
for main stems, and except ‘Shang- 
hai Express’ with the popular Diet- 
rich at the Palace, there is nothing 
outstanding. 

Loew's has done consistently good 
biz all through Lent and may hold 
again, but will be down from 
last week, 


His Majesty's legit with Maurice 


(Continued on Page 61) 
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PITTS. IN DOLDRUMS; 
‘POLLY’ MILD, $22,000, 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 
Slight improvement indicated by 
Week end takings but still nothing 





to brag about. Good and bad pic- 
tures fare alike locally of late, with 
trade for the most part at its le west 
ebb within recent memory. New 
lows are getting to be common and 
the boys are merely ylding “il 
hands and hoping that Faster wi 

bring back a little life. 

The Fulton has partially con 
batted the slump with two-for-one 
but here, too, is a paradox, for the 
Davis is doing the same thing, but 
last week hit a new low. ‘Bus ness | 
and Pleasure’ at the Fulton opened | 
nicely and should gather around} 
$7,590, which represent a fairly de- 
cent profit. 

‘Polly of the Circus’ lifted the| 
Penn up a bit, with further im- 
provement noted Saturday with ar- 
rival of Arthur Tracy, radio's 
‘Street Singer,’ for a five-day en- 


gagement. Air following figured big 
enough locally to get house around 
$22,000, better than usual, but still 
ordinary. } 

Stanley has ‘Lost Squadron’ and | 
looks like a fair $20,000 week, ‘After 
Tomerrow’ at the Warner is ambling |} 
along to a weak $8,000. 

Estimats for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 15-25-35-50) 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). Will be 
lucky to equal last week’s new low, 
around $2,300 for ‘Silent Witness’ 
(lox). 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 15-25- 
35-50), ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox). Picture rapped generally, 
but Will Rogers’ name still means 
something and should pull it 
through to okay $7,500. Last week 
‘Working Girls’ (Par) around $5,500. 





Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25) 
‘Law and Order’ (U). Thrilled- 


packed western which might mean 
real dough at the Harris, paced at 
a weak $2,500. Last week ‘Ladies of 
the Jury’ (RKO) and ‘One-Man Law’ 
(Col) about the same, 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-60- 
75), ‘Polly of the Circus’ (M-G) and 
stage show with Arthur Tracy, 
‘Street Singer,’ in person. Despite 
the Hearst plugging even with 
Clark Gable and Tracy's radio rep, 
looks like only $22,000. Last week 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) down to $19,- 


000. 

Stanley (WB). (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Good aviation stuff, but only 


20,000 looked for. Last week ‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U), about $18,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). Ordinary 
at $8,000. Last week ‘High Pressure’ 


(WB), $7,000, poor. 


GIRL CRAZY’ SENDING 
AMB., ST. L., TO $23,000 


St. Louis, March 14. 

Talk of the town here this week 
is the tabloid version of the erst- 
while musical comedy success, ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ which is the stage show at- 
traction at the Ambassador, ac- 
ecompanying ‘Taxi.’ They plugged 
it big and it got away to a great 
start, with the theatre headed for a 
nice $23,000. . With the heavy ex- 
pense entailed in extra stage hands, 
etc., that figure is required to show 
much of a profit. 

Remainder of the business is being 
divided pretty evenly between the 
other houses with Loew’s State get- 
ting a little the edge with ‘Arrow- 
smith.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65), ‘Taxi’ (WB) and musical tab. 
Big attraction is the tabloid version 
of ‘Girl Crazy.’ Big ad spreads and 
good publicity break boosting figure 
to $23,000. Last week ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB) $19,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,000; 25- 
35-50), ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Going 
big for $20,000. Last week ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ (M-G) $19,000. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50), ‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox) and Arthur Lake 
in stage unit. Off at $13,000. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
$17,600. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Lady with a Past’ (RKO-Pathe) 
‘and vaude. Constance Bennett failed 





95 


to hold this one up; $14,000, bad. 
Last week ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
$18,300, 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50), 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
‘Final Edition’ (Col). Average at 
$9,000. Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ 


(FN) and ‘The Expert’ (DB) $7,800. 


Set 12 Weeks’ Total, 
And Bonuses If Met 


Los Angeles, March 14, 

Skouras Brothers called in the 
Managers of the Los Angeles ter- 
ritory today (Monday), telling them 
how much each house should earn 
in a2 12 weeks’ period and promising 
bonuses if successful. 








Le Hungerford, construct‘on en- 
gineer, and Howard White, of pur- 
chasing department, are among 


} stack up for 


PICTURE GROSS:LS 


Tuesday, March 15, 1952 





——— 





COLUMBUS COLD 


Improved Weather May Help—‘Sky 
Devils,’ $12,500, Not Bad 








Columbus, March 14. 
Coldest cold wave in two years 
ended here Saturday (12) and 


return of average busi- 
Near zero weather 


chances for 
} ness look bright. 





|! ast week almost wrecked ever) 

famusement spot in town, in some 
ises keeping the grosses to less 
an ha the expectations, 

Broad with ‘Sky Devils’ is 

onl« outstanding bet of the be 

week Film packed ’em on opening 

and should keep it up. Other houses 

just fair. 


Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50), ‘Im 
patient Maiden’ Radio). Doesn't 
better than $6,500. Last 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
well, but practically folded 
with the cold; very light, $4,700. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50), 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and stage 
show. Good for only fair $12,000. 
Last week ‘Business and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) ‘way off with meagre $8,700. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘Skv Devils’ (Fox). Zooming to neat 
enough $12,500, which means plenty 


week 
started 


| prot fit here. Last week ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) fell off to $6,100. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35), 
‘Fireman Save My Child’ (FN). 
Drawing well enough to hit good 
$4,500. Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ 
(WB) light at $3,100. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25), 
‘Law and Order’ (Col). Just fair at 
$2,200. Last week cold hurt here, 
too, and ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) got only $1,800. 





Not Subwaying in B’klyn; 
Squadron’ Up at $30,000 


Brooklyn, March 14. 
All quiet on the Gowanus canal 
front. The Albee leads with ‘Lost 


‘Squadron,’ at a $30,000 pace, while 
Loew's Met shows a spurt with ’Ar- 
sene Lupin.’ 
Fox and Par are below average, 
while the Strand 1s doing o. k. with 
a holdover on ‘Hatchet Man.’ The 
boys are blaming it all on Lent, the 
income tax, and the neighborhood 
theatres, where the folks seem to go 
to digest their evening meal. Any- 
thing to get out of a subway ride. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par) with Bing 
Crosby stage show. Opened slow 
and will not build to much more 
than a mild $35,000. Crosby has one 
more week to go, with next week’s 
selling ballyhooed as a _ farewell 
week. Last week ‘Stranger in Love’ 
disappointing at $38,900. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65-75)—‘After 
Tomorrow’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Art Jarrett in final week on stage a 
little better than usual, but will not 
exceed an indifferent $22,000. Last 
week with ‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) 
$11,900. 
Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio) and vaude. Off 
to a lively start and should end with 
a good $30,000. Last week ‘Impa- 
tient Maiden’ (U) fair at $20,100; 
with Stoopnagle and Bud and Irene 
Bordoni helping. 
Loew’s Met (3,200; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Looks like a good $23,000. Last week 


mild with ‘Hell’s House’ (Ind), 
$17,000. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—Hatchet 
Man’ (FN) (2d week). OK at 
$12,500, with first week strong at 
$17,200. 





Stage Helps ‘Jury’ to 
Okay $15,000 in Buff. 


Buffalo, March 14. 

Business is sluggish and the pub- 
lie is apathetic, 

Ken Murray and Mary Brian in 
person at the Hipp helped ‘Ladies 
of the Jury’ to a big start and a 
nice $15,000 clip. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40- 
65) ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par). Mod- 
erate gross indicated at $15,000. 
Last week ‘Strangers in Love’ and 
Poli Negri in person, good for only 
$29,300, 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50) 
‘Ladies of the Jury’ (Radio) and 
stage show. Ken Murray and Mary 
Brian in person drew the biggest 
opening in months; looks like 
$15,000. Last week Greeks Had a 
Word for Them’; fair at around 
$11,900. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 
35-50 ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB). 
about $12,500 indicated; weak. 
week ‘Broken Lullaby’ bad 
$8,600, 

Century (Publix) (3,400: 
‘She Wanted a Millionaire’ 
Paced under $7,000, poor. Last week 
‘Beast of the City’ $8,000, fair. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400: 25) 
‘Maker of Men’ started well for esti- 
mated $8,000. Last week ‘Men in 
Her Life’ off at $6,300. 

Court St. (Shea) 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 


25- 
Only 
Last 

at 
25-35) 
(Fox). 


(1,600; 25) 





those dropped by the new regime 
All home office personnel are taking 
salary cuts. 


(Par) and ‘A Wo- 
(Pathe). Averag- 
$1,800 and $2,000 for 


| mi un Commands’ 
ling between 
ilast fortnight. 


Saenger a Poor $10,000; 
‘Lupin’ Tops at $15,000 


New Orleans, March 14, 

Barrymore boys and ‘Arsene Lu- 
pin’ the town’s leader at the box 
office. Saenger is worrying with 
‘Greeks Had a Name for Them’ to 
dismal returns, and ‘Lost Squadron’ 
showing a flurry for the Orpheum, 
but others not so forte. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Arsene 








i 
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Lupin’ (M-G). Running along 
| nicely and will achieve excellent 
| $15,000. Last week ‘Arrowsmith’ 
i (UA) drew $10,000, pore, 

Saenger (3,000; 60)—‘Greeks Had 
a Word for It’ (UA). Worst week 
of the year with bad $10,000. Last 


week ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) poor 
at $11,000. 
Orpheum (2,400; 60) — ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio). Indications point 
to $10,000. Last week ‘Forbidden’ 
(Col) drew $9,000, fair. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Blonde Crazy.’ 
Light at $2,000. Last week ‘Charlie 
Chan’ got fair $2,400. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Gay Caballero.’ 
Nice $2,500. Last week ‘Fireman’ 
(FN) grossed good $2,400. 


MID-LENT IN NEW HAVEN 


Dents Everything—No Outstanders 
—Strangers,’ $12,000 








New Haven, March 14. 


Mid-Lenten season finds grosses 
fading and business generally mild. 
Poli reduction to two-bit mat. for 
first run double feature program has 
the nabes worried. New policy also 
p :s crimp in Bijou matinees. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65). 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and unit. 
Fair at $12,000. Last week ‘Way- 
ward’ and Ted Lewis did strong 
$15,900. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65), 
‘E:gh Pressure’ (WB) and vaude. 
Looks fair around $9,800. Last week 
‘Fireman’ okay at $10,200. 
Poli (Fox) (3,040; 50), ‘Polly’ 
(M-G) and ‘Final Edition’ (Col). 
Headed for fair $10,500. Last week 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) and ‘Menace’ 
a weak $9,300. 
Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Freaks’ 
(M-G) and ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
on way to a mild $3,700. Last week 
‘Beast’ and ‘Big Timer’ fair at 
$4,000. 


Washington Is Sluggish; 
‘Lupin’ Best with $22,000 


Washington, March 14, 


Currently interest is centering 
around the English film ‘The Office 
Girl’ in at the RKO house after an 
extensive but brief campaign and 
the two Barrymores appearing to- 
gether on the Palace screen. 
Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 35-50)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). In its second 
week and doing well at $7,500 
against first week’s $10,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,000; 25-35)—‘Be- 
hind the Mask’ (Col) and vaude. 
Fairly to about $17,500. Last week 
‘No One Man’ got over $16,000. 
Fox (2,434;. 25-35-50)—‘After To- 
morrow’ (Fox). About the usual 
when Farrell doesn’t have Gaynor 
with him, which means only $14,000. 
Last week ‘Big Timer’ and Ben Lyon 
in person was down to under $15,000. 
Met (WB) (1,625; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par). In its sec- 
ond stanza will probably get $6,000 
against $9,000 for the first. 
Palace—‘Arsene Lupin’ (MG) and 
stage show. Two Barrymores will 
run a good $22,000. Last week ‘Polly 
of the Cireus’ (M-G) $18,000, fair. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Office Girl’ and vaude. Headed for 
$15,000. Last week, second stanza 
for ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) got 
about $9,000. 

Rialto—‘Racing Youth.’ Business 
isn’t racing, maybe $6,000. Last 
week ‘Impatient Maiden’ (U), $5,000, 
off. 








TACOMA FAIRISH 


Twins H Help Orpheum to 
Okay $6,000 


Siamese 





Tacoma, March 14, 


Special booking, Hilton Sisters 
(Siamese Twins), bolstered the Or- 
pbeum the first half this week, with 
‘Impatient Maiden’ on last half. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35- 
50), ‘Woman of Monte Carlo’ (FN), 
with Hilton Sisters and regular 
vaude, first half; ‘Impatient Maiden’ 
(U) last half, looks set for $6,000; 
okay. Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) 
and ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio), ex- 
cellent at $6,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50), ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) fair 
at $2,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
mild at $1,850. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50), 

seast of the City’ (M-G), ‘Tomor- 
row’ (Par) and ‘Guardsman’ (M-G) 
split week, $4,000, fair. Last weck 
‘Man I Killed’ (Par), ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (M-G) and ‘Beloved Bach- 
elor’ (Par) around $4,350. 








NEW YORK 


Comparative Grosses for February 


Total of grosses during February for towns and houses listed as pre« 
viously reported weekly. 







































































































































































































































































Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
CAPITOL Emma Emma Lovers Arsene Lupin 
High. be $66,000 $52,500 Courageous $70,000 
Low.. 30,000) Stage Show _ (2a _ week) — $55,000 BE natal 
PAR- Tomorrow Wayward ‘Nice Women Broken 
AMOUNT $51,300 $67,100 $47,300 Lullaby 
High. .$95,000} (2d week) $56,300 
Low... 35,700) Stage Show : eC ee 
ROXY Silent Business and Millionaire Cheaters at 
High.$173,658 Witness Pleasure $56,900 Play 
Low.. 32,000 $51,600 $55,400 $33,000 
—___|_ Stage Show ' = hie 
MAYFAIR Prestige Rue Morgue | Lady with Lady with 
High. .$53,800 $16,700 $20,900 Past Past 
Low... 10,500 24,800 $14,000 
| ener or: mR 
STRAND (High Pressure! Hell’s House Fireman Expert 
High. .$78,800 $24,000 $11,500 $21,200 $8,900 
Low... 10,700 (6 days) (_days) _ 
| Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Oe 
LOEW’S Dance Team Plumber Champ Silent 
_ STATE $17,000 $15,000 $23,000 Witness 
High. .$48,000| Stage Show $10,000 
Low... 10,000 o—- __ New Low 
PAR- Shanghai Shanghai Hotel ‘Strangers 
AMOUNT Express Express Continental in Love 
High. .$57,800 $31,900 $19,000 $17,500 $16,100 
Low... 10,000} Stage Show (2a week) _ : = 
UNITED Arrowsmith Arrowsmith Arrowsmith Broken 
ARTISTS 20,200 $14,500 $11,000 Lullaby 
High. .$38,700 (3d week) $10,000 
Low... 3,000 
WARNERS’ Expert Fireman Fireman Alias the 
HOLLYW’D $13,000 $20,000 $14,000 Doctor 
High. .$37,800 (2d week) $15,000 
Low... 7,000 - prensa 
WARNERS’ |Hatchet Man Expert Crossexami- Fireman 
DOWNT’N $11,500 $9,500 nation $12,500 
High. .$38,800 Vaude $8,000 
Low... 7,000) am ale aad 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 _ 
CHICAGO Tomorrow Beast of City| Business and} Strangers in 
High. .$71,300 $36,600 $32,800 Pleasure Love 
Low... 31,900 $31,900 $36,900 
; New Low ene | 
McVICKER’S Hell Divers Hell Divers Hell Divers Broken 
High. .$53,000 $35,900 $25,200 $14,300 Lullaby 
Low... 8,200 2. (3d_ week) | $24,500 
ORIENTAL [Reckless Age Plumber Millionaire Polly of 
High. .$52,500 28,800 $36,200 $29,800 Circus 
Low... 17,000 $28,100 
ROOSEVELT) Hatchet Man | Hatchet Man Shanghai Shanghai 
High. .$36,500 $8,200 $3,300 Express Express 
Low... 3,300 (2d week) $25,200 $15,500 
_ New Low a? 2d _ wee kK) 
STATE- Rue Morgue | Rue Morgue Lady with Lady with 
_ LAKE 20,300 $11,100 Past Past 
High. .$46,300 (2d week) $18,500 $10,500 
Low... 8,800 Si (2a week) 
UNITED Mata Hari Arrowsmith | Arrowsmith | Arrowsmith 
ARTISTS $12,100 $31,700 $21,000 $13,800 
High. .$49,100} (4 weeks) (3d week) 
Low... 10,200 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
PAR- Jekyll and Wayward Nice Women Broken 
AMOUNT Hyde $50,000 $30,100 Lullaby 
$46,200 $46,000 
Stage Show 
FOX Rainbow Silent Business and Millionaire 
Trail Witness Pleasure $18,000 
$20,300 $22,000 $18,300 
Vaude 
METRO- Champ Forbidden Emma Lovers 
POLITAN $32,000 $19,000 $25,000 Courageous 
Vaude $17,600 
ALBEE Prestige Rue Morgue| Lady with | Final Edition 
$20,100 22,100 Past $16,000 
Vaude $29,300 
STRAND | Union Depot High Fireman Fireman 
$19,500 Pressure $17,500 $11,000 
" $18,500 (24_week) _ 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
PAR-  |No One Man/ Man | Killed | Tomor-ow | Shanghai 
AMOUNT $11,900 $13,600 $11,900 $16, 500 
High. .$21,000| Stage Show 
Low... 9,000 
FOX-POLI Lovers Greeks Lady with | Arrowsmith. 
High. .$26,000| Courageous $10,300 Past a" 
flow... 7,500 $13,500 $12,000 Cheaters 
Vaude x ae _ $12, SOW 
SHERMAN | Hatchet Man | Peach o’ Reno| Man Who | Taxi 
High. .$16,000 $11,00, $9,300 Played God $9,500 
Low. 1,500 . fea ees eer $11,000 
BIJOU | Plumber and Men of ~ Caballero. | Cock of Air 
High. .$12,600 Silent Chance and and a ag ad 
Low... 1,600 Witness Law and Racing Youth| Behind Mask 
$5,400 Order $2,800 $4,300 
$4,300 I i 
_|__Feb.6 | Feb. 13) ~‘Feb. 20 _ Fe’. 27 
LOEW'S Plumber Union Depot| Broken 7 
STATE $14,000 $10,000 liao “ene 
a _ sd} __ $13,600 $12,000 
“SAENGER | Courageous | Hatchet Man Man Who Shanghai _ 
Lovers 4% $14,000 $14,000 Played God Express 
as oS. $1 5,000 — $14,000 
“ORPHEUM | _Woinan_ Panama Flo | Rue Morgue | _ Lady with — 
| Commands $8,000 $9,000 Past 
ao }__—-$10,0€ 000 re $12 000 
STRAND Corsair Under 18 High — "poem sarge 
$2,000 $1,800 Peastuce ee a 
a __ $2,400 | 
TUDOR \ Sate in Hell Around Taxi |X Marks Spc 
| $2, 500. World i it noe 
| 424 week) $1,900 65 
(Continued on page 24) 
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‘Lost Squadron’ Thrilling A Film 


BOLLYWOOD STUNT 
FLIERS ARE HEROES 
OFGRIPPING DRAMA 


By REGINA CREWE 

Those: thrilling idiots of the 
air, the Hollywood stunt fliers, 
are both fact and fiction heroes 
of the spine-chilling, ‘heart- 
stopping drama which packed 
the Mayfair Theatre from floor 
to > same for its premiere last 


night. 

Dick Grace, the aerial death- 
taunter of the cinema circus, 
authored the tale, and appar- 
ently he and his pals, Art Go- 
bel, Frank Clark and Leo Nomis 
set out to do Dick’s story jus- 
tice when it reached the stu- 
dios. For sheer tempting of 
Fate, motion picture - history 
records, few follies to compare 
with the mad, screaming 
plunges with which “The Lost 
Squadron” fliers leave their 
gpell-bound audience gasping 
for breath. Crazy youngsters 
fYevelling in air stunts and mo+ 
tion pictures—all that remains 
of romance and adventuring. 
Leo Nomis never lived to see the 
picture. He met the Death wit 
which his pals are on such a 
and familiar terms. Sooner or 
later, as they'll tell you, there’ 
be a reunion of the quartet. 
Meantime the remaining trio 
will. continue to make pictures 
like “The Lost Squadron.” 


THE SEATTLE 
DAILY TIMES 
ose 


‘LOST SQUADRON’ 
AT ORPHEUN HUMS 


By R. E. H. 

Miuchine guns spitting, bombs de- 
stroying a village, airplanes in battle, 
doing dizzy spirals, nose diving, crash- 
ing and burning—and, yet, “The Lost 
Squadron” isn’t a war picture. 

This new thriller, which comes into 
the R-K-O Orpheum teday along with 
au bill of R-K-O vandeviille, is a tale 
of Hollywood —- a vivid, exciting 
glimpse of a “movie” in the making. 
It is a story of the daredevil “stunt” 
flyers who make our sky-fighting pic- 
tures, and of a director who sends 
them up to risk their lives in the 
hope that the worst may happen and 
thus give his picture added realism. 














David O. NYobarite le 


NEW YORK SUN 


By JOHN S$. COHEN JR.’ 


It -is 
well. 


photogranned superiatively 
There is genuine dynamic 


quality in its down-to-earth and up- 
jn-the-cloud photography. 


There is 
also very excellent atmosphere in 
the dialogue and the generat scheme 
of ‘the picture, 

Richurd Dix does exceedingly well 
as the first of the dead pilots whe 
is born again in Hollywood and who 
dies again. Joel MacRae shows ean 
incredible improvement over his 
past performances and Robert Arm- 
strong proves again that he is @ first 
Fate actor. 


Lost Squadro 
Is Packed wit 
Many Thrills 


Story of Movie Stunt Men 
Pleases 


By MAE TINEE 
Sereen Critic, Chicago Daily Tribune 


Good morning! 

Here’s a thrill packed movie 
adapted from a story written by 
Dick Grace, a movie air “stunt man.” 
The original appeared in Liberty 
magazine some months back. y 

“The Lost Squadron” proves un- 
usual and arresting entertainment. 
It’s not a war picture, and yet, of 
war and war’s aftermath it sings. 4 

The acting is splendid, im the 
main. Richard Dix gives a sincere 
and moving portrayal of gallant 
Capt. Gibson and Joel McCrea whose 
usual histrionic contributions have 
all the blazing appeal of a lump of 
cold lard, comes to life and is D- 
taneous and likeable as Red. Hugh 
Herbert, as the lowest brow of the 
three actors—their mechanic, in fact 
-is believable. Dorothy Jordan is 
adorable as Woody’s sister, with 
whom both Gibson and Red fall in 
love. 

Mary Astor is, as always, @ lovely 
thing, and, though called upon this 
trip to impersonate a far from noble 
woman, she makes you like that 
woman with all her faults. As for 
Von'Stroheim’s Von Furst-——B-r-r-r¢ 
WHAT a beast! 

The air sequences are breath-tak- 
ing. Some of the “Buddy” seenea 
seem a bit thick and sentimental, 
but probably they’re not when you 
consider what these boys had beer 
through together, 


Thrills and 
Action Mark 
Keith Talkie 


“The Lost Squadron” 
Rates as a Corking 
Melodrama 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Cinema Critie, Syracuse Herald 


“The Lost Squadron” is a corking 
melodrama, assured “box-office” and 
definitely a contender for “Best Ten” 
honors come next December when 
be Herald takes the annual fan 
po 


| A Radio Picture, it is easily that 


studio’s outstanding production 
since “Cimarron,” although critical 
bonesty dictates the qualifying state- 
ment that it is lacking in some of 
the qualities which made Edna Fer- 
ber’s romance a Hollywood epic. / 

Fast action, terrific suspense, a 
fall complement of dynamic thrills 
and tender romance—these are the 
principal assets of “The Lost Squad- 
ron.” How potent they are is dem- 
onstrated by the fact that up to 
8:30 o’clock yesterday afternoon 
Keith’s had sold 4,500 tickets. The 
doors had opened at 11:30; the the 
atre seats 2.514. 


Thrills and 
New Idea 
in Film 

By SOB REEL 


. You. birds who have been holler- 
for the movies to do something 
erent, fly right over to the RKO 

tate-Lake tomorrow! They have 

something different in “The Lost 
Squadron.” It’s not only unlike any 
movie done for yeahs and yeahs, 
but it also happens to be grand en- 
tertainment, 
r “The Lost Squadron” is going to 
make you laugh and thrill and shed 
a tear or two. For the men and 
kids, marvelous airplane stuff; for 
the women-folks, lots of romantic 
angles (TWO triangles in this one) 
and the glamor of Hollywood as it 
fs. And for ANYBODY a story 
that races ag fast as its planes. 


DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, 





‘LOST SQUADRON’ 





Dix Dominates This Stunt-Flier Picture; 
Air Shots Swell and Acting Good 


By IRENE THIRER 











Hats off to something really new in a celluloid thriller! 
“The Lost Squadron” starts off in papier mache France, finishes 
in real Hollywood, and packs a terrific punch all ‘through eight reels 















Richard Dix, starred in 
“The Lost Squadron,” 
which opened at the R ee 

/ Mayfair last night. 3 awe 
















.4 Mary Astor zre shown 
4 in a scene.from “The 
, Lost Squadron.” 


Robert Arm- worth of dashing action 
strong, featured shots. 
Radio production. And although its aif 
scenes are simply swell, 
Be they don’t cut out the script which boasts 
+ * neat little continuity concerning fliers 
a- and friendships, and does not once submit 
Joel McCréa and Dor- she Pa even when the occasion 
po oa iat Lhe . The Mayfair’s new movie—screen play 
ard Dix talkie offerin * by the capable Wallace Smith—treats ‘of 
s- ed — ny * find life entirely changed for 
. em when they return to America from 
France—heroes of the World War. J 
} ___ Gibby—that’s Capt. Gibson—learns that his actress sweetheart is 
having an affair with another man. Red can get his old job back but 
it means putting an older man out of his. Woody discovers that his 
artner has swindled him out of.a fortune. And Fritz—well, Fritz is 
willing to tag along with his buddies who decide they'll face things 
together. They bum it across country to Hollywood, and spot 
‘Woody at a movie premiere—all dressed up. They learn he's now 
doing stunt flying for Director Von Furst, and that it pays fifty bucks 
&@ shot. And-the other boys join up for similar jobs. ; 
tome 8 ex-girl friend is now married to this Von Furst, and leading 
° sno wg Rage _He’s cruel and mean, In fact he frames it for Gibby 
asthe my y ~s acid on his plane wires. He doesn’t succeed in his 
#hastly plan, but Woody goes to his death and the buddies avenge him. 


. Richard Dix neither has the spotlight all the time, nor does he 


win the leading lady, nor indeed—i 
out of the mess safely. indeed—if you want to know—does he come 


° . It is Dix’ ¢, 
grand in it without being a lens toy yicture, nevertheless, and he's 


‘Joel McCrea, Robert Armstrong and Hu 

. ; ; gh Herbert share sceries 
oo Dix. They ail give dandy performances—especially Armstronge 
Erie von Stroheim is a fierce director, via movie character. 

2 pocetny Jordan and Mary Astor do the girls’ roles exccedingly 
ve gn Ince. has an effective bit as a police officer. And credit 
oy A. oo “y" flying—magnificent, breath-taking, superlatire— 
Frank Clark. to Dick Grace, Att Gobel, the late Leo Nomis 

“The Lost Squadron” is sure-fire entertain t u 
and their girl friends wiil certainly enjoy i: teconahte. et iain 
: : . ” 
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And the public confirms their 


N : 








verdict throughout the nation 


MARCH 11, 1982 














for Radio | And How He 


PACKED WITH THRILLS 


By “RED” KANN 


MOTION PICTURE 


DAILY 


qe Pay Off 


! In the money. No doubt 
about it. Radio’s “The Lost Squadron” 
has everything your box-office picture 
should have and plenty more that a lot 
of attractions have missed. 

+ It’s melodrama, makes no pretense at 
being anything else, has some. breath- 
taking air thrills, heroics by Richard 
Dix and unvarnished villainy by Eric 
‘Von Stroheim and what always gets 
audiences: a backstage, inside slant on 
a they make pictures in Hollywood. 


/Von Furst, played by Von Stroheim 
with a power and forcefulness that 
make most of Hollywood's heavies look 
pink by comparison. 


5 In all departments, “The Lost Squad- 
ron” is there, right down the line to 
a first class take-off on Von Stroheim. 
played by Von Stroheim himself. The 
acting is top-notch while a compara- 
tively unimportant war-time and, then 
studio, mechanic, approaches the mem- 
orable.in Hugh Herbert's hands. 





NEW YORK TIMES, 
MARCH fi, 19382. 








+ The- picture rates noise. If you make 


plenty, we don’t believe you can go 
wrong. Without a plug, it should sidle 
its way into real grosses. With a boost, 
it looks like the real McCoy. 

ww 


Ir yon don’t believe one 
picture earmarked as a clicker can 
raisé spirits into the hot-cha class, a 
iour through the RKO offices yesterday 
would have demonstrated otherwise. 

Three test runs of “The Lost Squad- 
ron” turned the trick. In Syracuse 
and at the RKO Keith, the picture 
played to $7,133 over Saturday and 
Sunday, or exactly $565 more: than 
“Cimarron,” previous two-day record 
holder at that theatre. In Providence, 
Saturday and Sunday turned in $5,977, 
proudly pointed to the RKO as 2 
new all-time peak for the RKO Albee 
for that period. Then Washington. 
There the RKO Keith separated the 
public from $5,868 of its dough over 
the week-end and ended two rush days 
$3 shy of the house record which, as it 
happens, is likewise held by “Cigi.” 
The elements weren't friendly. 





THE SCREEN 





An Aviation Melodrama. 


THE Lost SQUADRON, based on a story by 


Dick Grace; direc Geesge, Archain- 
| ~~ ea RKO Radio picture. At the May- 
air. 
C ptala Giveos 0026600 seenecstes Peerd a Dts 
@ Marah .cccserseseserecs 
7 et ororeccccceces MND Ve 
es aeeeeeve seeeeeererere 
Red PTeSTITITT TTT ih gederccoge cee Y seecres 
Woody ..cscvcsese ee arenes 4 
Fritz ...0: PTTITITITT LTT Hugh Herbert 
Detecthye .cscceccececseccececsseeralph Ince 
WETS... .+s,+0+-Dick Grace, Art Gobel 


Nomis and Frank Clark. 





By MORDAUNT HALL. 


Unlike its predecessors, ‘'The Lost 
Squadron,"’ a picture which came to 
the Mayfair last night, is a story 
about aviators which can boast of a 
rich vein of originality and clever 
dialogue. It is an, excellent melo- 
drama, ably directed, with a back- 
ground familiar to producers—for it 
is chiéfly concerned with stunt fiying 
before\the cameras in Hollywood and 
a film director is the evil genius, It 
races along so effectively that it 
seems short, wherees it is really @ 
production of the average length. 

It is a picture endowed with sus 
pense and humor. Wallace Smith is 
responsible for the adaptation and 
Herman Mankiewicz and Robert 
Presnell are credited with added 
dialogue. 

The scenes of flying are expertly 
photographed, particularly the 
amash-ups and exploding fue! tanke., 
There are also some adriotly con- 
ceived dissolves, all of which add to 
she success of this eterling produc- 

on. 

Mf. Dix pty a forceful per- 
formance and he is competently sup- 
ported by Messrs. McCrea, Arm 
strong and Hugh Herbert. pee 
Jordan and Mary Astor do good wor 
in their respective réles 
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Film Capital 
Itself Basis 
of Air Epic 


By WILLIAM BOEHNEL, 


STUNT flying, picture mak- 

ing, love, hate, conceited 
directors, ambitious stars | 
sweet ingenues—indeed, all 
those phases of life which 
make Hollywood so exciting 
and fabulous—form the melo- 
dramatic basis of “The Lost 
Squadron,” Richard Dix’s lat- 
est starring vehicle, which 
came to‘the Mayfair last 


night. 

“The Lost Squadron” is 
still another chapter in that great 
and varied saga of niovie air ex- 
plojts, it differs considerably from 
most of its brethren in that it has a 
fresh and stimulating melodramatic 
idea and is a thoroughly enjoyable 
and entettaining picture. 





EVENING GRAPHIC 


‘Lost Squadron 
Stars R. Dix in 
Air Thriller 


By JULIA SHAWELL 

‘The most thrilling air stuff 
that has ever been photo- 
graphed for film entertain- 
ment may be seen on the 
screen at the Mayfair Thea- 
ter, where “The Lost Squad- 
ron” ‘had ita first New York 
showing last night. With 
Richard Dix as the star and 
a splendid supporting cast, 
this is an exciting film of 
post-war flying in the Holly- 
wood sectors. It is unusually 
well made and finely enacted, 
a new note in aerial drama 
for the cinema and should 
hold its present tenancy at 
the Mayfair for the next two 
weeks. 
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ROSE PELSWICK 





Stunt Fliers Given Their Due 
In Melodrama Depicting 
Hair-Raising Crackups 


By ROSE PELSWICK. 
The unsung heroes of the screen—stunt fliers who provide 
the breath-taking aerial sequences in aviation pictures at fifty 
dollars a stunt—are finally given their due in ‘‘The Lost 


7) 


Squadron, 








stunt fliers. 





Rose Pelswick, 





which opened last evening. at the 
™ Mayfair Theatre. Written by Dick Grace, one 
of filmdom’s ace stunt men, the story boasts 
a novel and intriguing idea and builds up into 
thrilling melodrama. 

‘‘The Lost Squadron’”’ is the story of an 
air picture jn the making. 
aviators, finding themselves at loose ends after 
the armistice, go to Hollywood 


Three war-time 


and become 


Captain Gibson (Richard Dix) has re 
turned from the war only to find that his gir}, 
Follette (Mary- Astor), has furthered her 
theatrical career by cultivating important men. 
Red (Joel McCrea) realizes that getting his 


old office job back would mean that an 
elderly friend of his would be fired. Woody (Robert Arm- 
strong) discovers that while he’s been earning medals in France, 
his partner ran off with his mouey. So Woody is the first of 


the trio to find a berth in 
Hollywood where he’s looked 
after by his sister (Dorothy 
Jordan), known as The Pest. 


Plots Crackup 


. The jobs they get are in a film 
being directed by Arthur Von 
Purst (Eric Von Stroheim). The 
director, whom Follette has mar- 
ried, learns of his wife’s interest 
in Captain Gibson and decides to 
get rid of him by applying acid 
to the control wires of the stunt 
“i 
e air scenes, which includ 

three hair-raising crackups, rood 
extremely effeetive. Author 
Grece, Art 1, 
and the late Leo Nomis are the 
stunt men who supply the spec- 
tacular aerial dramatics. And 
scenes showing how a flying pic- 
ture is made lead up to a climax 
that packs a decided punch. 

While Richard Dix is billed as 
the star and is on hand for a 
heroic finish, the other. parts in 
the film are almost equally im» 
portant. Von Stroheim offers one 
of the most villainous characteri- 
zations of the season in the role 
of the bullying screen director. 


When Pete’ Harrison 
Raves, It’s IN! eoeeseesee 6 


(Reprinted from Harrison’s Reports} 

Excellent. This picture is filled 
with action und suspense from 
beginning to end, and is packed with 
thrills. The thrilling situations are 
those in which the stunt flying is 
done. Some of these situations are 
filled also with deep pathos, as for 
instance when Robert Armstrong is 
up iw an aeroplane, unaware that 
the control rope was gradually giv- 
ing away, and finally falls to hie 
death. But the most pathetic situa 
tion is where Dix, in order to: tave 
his friend Joel McCrea from a mute 
der charge, takes the body of the 
murdered man in his acroplane anf 
then deliberately plunges it to de: 
striction and to his death.- There 
is much human intérest in the friend. 
ship of the three men and thei¢ 
willingness to risk their fives for 
each other, 








Delivered! 
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VARIETY 


Talking Shorts 





‘TRAPPED’ 

Sketch 

22 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Universal 

This short was evidently produced | 
through an arrangement with Street 
& Smith, -vho publish the ‘Detective 
Story’ mag. Title page of the mag 
is flashed on the screen at the De 
ginning of the picture. Also used in 
this short is the Shadow, spotted 
and used in the same manner as in 
the radio sketches sponsored by ‘D¢ 
tective Story , 

Enough mystery to hold interest 
Also, once the murderer is disclosed, 
suspense is still retained by the 
manner in which he is to be cap- 
tured, 


Of the screen credits flashed, only 
the name of Lina Basquette stood 
out. Latter played the part of a 
member of the detective bureau, in 
love with a youthful crime detector. 
A wealthy man has been killed for 
his jewels, and Miss Basquette mar- 
ries a gangster to uncover the mur- 
derer. After peril to herself from 
the gangster leader, she and her de- 
tective sweetheart get the required 
evidence. The dialog and story are 
of sufficient strength to support. 
Miss Basquette but gets by. 

Shadow, with his villainous laugh, 


is- intermittently introduced, and 
lends color. 
MOVIE ALBUM 
Old Time Clips 
10 Mins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 5907 

This sort of old-time clip stuff 
is always good, depending chiefly 
on the chatter that goes with it. 


Herman Ruby authcred this spiel 
and got some laffs. 


Wallace Reid and the Sidney 
Drews got the most applause at- 
tention at this showing, as they 
did when this short showed at 


Warner’s Hollywood in Hollywood. 
On the coast, some of the clips had 
been curtailed, but az iz, it’s not 
overboard and is an Interesting re- 
view of some of the type of cine- 
mania unreeled 15-20 years ago. 
This is a follow-up on previously 
released shorts of the same type, 





and matches the first in general 
acceptability. Abel. 
RAFFLES ’N’ RUBBER 
Travelog 
9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y¥. : 
Pizor 

Used as a time balancer at the 

sunner show only. Scenes in and 


about S‘ngapore, which was found- 
ed by Sir Thos. Raffles, from which 
the film derives its title. Mostly 
random shots, with a brief sequence 
on a rubber plantation. 

Hit is a native boy who dives for 
coppers and comes up still smoting 
his cigar, the lighted end of which 
he reverses just before he goes 
overboard. About the only touch of 
novelty. Hurt by a dull lecture ina 
dolefully monotonous voice. The 
sound is a handicap. 


MICKEY MOUSE 

‘The Grocery Boy’ 

Cartoon 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 
Columbia 


Nothing outstanding in this one, 
but a good example of the Disney 
product, with Mickey delivering gro- 
ceries to Minnie and remaining to 
help her bake a cake. 

A roast turkey with a zipper for 
the stuffing vent, which is stolen by 
the dog gives one good sequence, 
and there are a number of other 
gags with smartness and novelty. 
Will satisfy anywhere. 


SECOND PARADISE 
Vagabond Adventure 

19 Mins. 

RKO-Mayfair, New York 


RKO-Pathe 

‘Second Paradise’ is a rather ex- 
aggerated billing for this travelog 
dealing with the Island of Ceylon 
in the Bay of Bengal. It’s a pleas- 
ant enough travelog, however, and 
certainly more effective under the 
Gayne Whitman spieling than the 
f-rmer Tom Terriss delivery, which 
was too saccharine. 

Whitman is a west coast stock 
player and handles the talk in an 
effective straightforward manner. 
Elmer Clifton is billed as the pro- 
ducer. Abel, 


‘VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD’ 
Franklin Pangborn 
9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Tiffany 

Not a very good issue of this reg- 
ular and used only between shows. 
Offers Franklin Pangborn as an- 
nouncer, who is held down by 
subjects, mostly random 
Hollywood married couples. 

Possibly interesting to the fans 
but not well done. 
harp solo from Anita Louise, 


“ brace, and then asks, 


the 
shots of 
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aimeuities ‘Squadron’ shaves up| BEAST OF THE CITY 
Passionate Plumber oe Revi surprisingly well. M Cosmopolitan production and M--M 
ti akes oel eCrea osmopo.ita oduc nm and M-ti-Ni ree 
siecro production and retease. Buster|!  Mimature Reviews Action takes Dix, Joel McCres | iense. ‘Features Walter: Huston, Jean Ira 
Keaton starred; Jimmy Durante, Polly tobert Armstrong anc us! low, Wallace Ford and Jean Hershoit 
| Moran, Irene Purcell featured. Directed bert from an aviation corps right Directed by Chas. Brabin, from an or'zinal 
| by Edgar Sedgwick. Adapted by Laurence ‘ *a.,9 - after the war to Hollywood, where | screen story by W. R. Burnett; dialog cone 
} Johnson from Frederick Lonedate “ Beast of the City (M-G-M). Armstrong has preceded them and |tinuity by Jonn L. Mahin; Norbert Brodine, 
| ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ Dialog by Ralph Stylized gangster melodrama z : f : : : a ja) | camera; Anne Bauchens, film director at 
=pence. At the Capitol, New York, week fee ra but won some standing as an aeria the Roxy theatre March 11. Running time 
of March 10. Running time, 73 minutes. with some stirring scenes bu stuntist. The other three come] <4  jins. 4 , 
Elmer seeeeeeee cess sseeee Buster Keaton handicapped by weak comedy upon him during one of those Holly-| yi., pitzpatrick.........+.-.Walter Huston 
McCracken .-s+essersess me go nr relief and interruptive senti- wood ‘pitcher premeers’ at Grau-| Daisy ............... iihdsen ccs aea Haviaw 
Pat . ane ‘ce ’ . : » . ft vr _ i : “ “ 
POE 1... cece eee Polly Moran ment. <A bid for police ap- man’s Chinese, with too flattering Ed Fitzpatrick. ....+++++++... Wallace Ford 
“ ‘ Ano ngale ead ri 7 ~- ae . ic : 3 aking 2 impres- | Sam OITMONE.. .cccccccecsecs ean Hersholt 
Tony Lagorce +.++++eeeeess Gilbert Roland proval which should hit that night shots making the ie es Mika | Mary Fitzpatrick......... Garethy Petersen 
Nina EA sive Hollywood boulevard look like | ve" Fest} 
| t cl lott Maude Eburn mark. Ti = he That’s strictly for Michaels ....--esseeseseeees Tully Marshal) 
cfs See esos ‘The Lost Squadron’ (Radio) -Imes square. ALS Strictly FOF | District Attorney....ccceesss rf Wiliam 
_ wes be - : _ rn the hinterland and doesn't maiter| chief of P Oeisankeeue Emmet ‘ ran 
Nonsensical slapstick story de essentially a man's picture, it either way. The premiere fol-de- | TOM .....eeeeeeeeeeeenes Warner } ond 
ed somehow from Frederick | has enough behind-the-Holly- rol is replete even unto Ireeman ~ all ce eeeeeceseces soupestaes Oe Roth 
| , 2 ° , my ee * : ena farace awed eresece coereesese eee US sh 
Lonsdale’s ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ wood-scenes’ stuff to make it Lang doing his Chinese fo pul 
gene i f t i good b.o. generally microphonic ballyhoo. ae 
There is some comedy of meri in a “3 7 caehih an en sa an mn . —— : So L 
d ‘The Passionate Plumber.’ With the quartet reunited 4a A fre quently v igorous, but gener- 
this flimsy scenario, stretched from . Hollywoodian stunt fiyers (Dick /ally ill-balanced effort to put over 
e ” (Metro). 3uster Keaton and ade ac ' ‘oh ~ "| Pee * 2g inch pos A 
'a natural two-reel length to fill a : » ie sat laurhs 1 Grace, Art Gobel, Leo Nomis andja gangster yarn trom the police 
| full ] 1 "t ne Jeamy DUFAGNS ee NERS ih Frank Clark get the billing for the jangle. Flashes of home life which 
e 4 Ss «) : s »CeSs- a 7 saat ’ < > . 2 
} full length spe ~ alt Na 1 aoe a dividually, but talker on the actual aerial stunting), Von Stro- lave supposed to make fo: ntereat 
92) Yur ra 7a > ) » aS ) ° ‘ ® I ; P vi 
| and ht oe 7 her “ “ cate fier whole lacks consistency nec- heim as the jealous director moti- |in the main character, but cenera] y 
a Beh gta n el obliged to essary for full-length comedy. vates the action toward a realisti fall short of their mark. 
1e | rhs > cons \ - tertere s epee ft yin Ms ; 7 
fight the plot and motives; unfor- Attractive cast likely to be crack-up by putting acid on ti Not only speed but concentration 
tunately the plot wins tee battle offset. control wires of the ship which Dx, | woulé have been gained for the story 


contrary to the picture’s best inter- 
ests, and the resul: is another lay- 
me-down-to-sieeper for box offices. 
Also militating against the talker 
was the 73-minute running time at 
the Capitol. Steady high pressure 
and comedy pace is a missing ele- 
ment the lack of which tends to 
eat wide holes in the laugh con- 
tinuity. Any comedy, and particu- 
larly one whose assignment is to 
overcome literary handicaps, needs 
extra heavy momentum from -the 
treatment. The idea behind this 
adaption being hardly adaptable to 
the type of talker ‘The Passionate 
Plumber’ is meant to be, more care 
should have been used to keep 
things interesting while Durante’s 
mugg is not in focus. ‘Plumber’s’ 
highlights arrive when Durante is 
on. 
Not until the plate-tossing finish 
does the story catch up with the 
playing in effectiveness. Up to then 
Durante and Keaton are compelled 
to carry the burden alone. In order 
to do so they had to have situa- 
tions, and that the situations cre- 
ated for them are not contingent 
upon the story is another point that 
works against instead of for a happy 
blending of all the picture’s angles. 


While Durante and Keaton are 
cross-firing for laughs the rest is 
momentarily laid aside and when 


the chief laugh grabbers return to 
the theme, they don’t mix. 

Durante has the opening scene to 
himself and immediately snatches a 
howl, simply by showing his phiz. 
When a comic can do that, he 
needn’t ever worry about the rest of 
his performance—he’s in. With 
Keaton it’s different. Working with 
Durante in his introductory appear- 
ance, he needs a situation to obtain 
his first audience reaction. That 
means two or three minutes, or un- 
til a piece of mechanical biz with 
a cigaret lighter is completed. 

Miss Purcell photographs badly in 
the early footage and at the same 
time postpones her sale to the audi- 
ence by over-mugging, but even- 
tually changes both ways and man- 
ages to turn in a performance that 
strikes a good average. She needs 
careful camera handling. Gilbert 
Roland practiced proper restraint in 
his gigolo role and delivered a neat 
job, despite many chances to g0 
wrong. Polly Moran hasn’t much 
to do, which is the picture’s biggest 
disappointment. More of Polly and 
less of the other stuff would have 
meant more entertainment. 

Mona Maris is very good as a hot 
gal who throws a shiv at the boy 
friend, along with plenty of bric-a- 
‘Can’t you see 
how I love you?’ This line, repeated 
a couple of times during the run- 
ning, is the topper for the picture. 
It gives Durante an opening to kick 
Polly Moran during a bendover for 
the last scene. 

A load of Durante talking French 
makes for a fast start and the gait 
is sustained until the real theme 
gets too prominent. They did lots 
of revamping in the scenario dept., 
but failed to make Lonsdale tell. 
When the original slips in, things 
get too polite, and when things get 
polite, it’s no place for Keaton, 
Durante and Moran. Bige. 





The Lost Squadron 
RKO-Radio production and release. Fea- 
tures Richard Dix and Mary Astor. Di- 
rected by George Archainbaud from ‘Lib- 


erty’ magazine story by Dick Grace. Screen 





Play, Wallace Smith; additional dialog, 
Herman J, Mankiewicz and Robert Pres- 
nell camera, Eddie Cronjager; sound, 
Hugh McDowell; assistant director, James 
Anderson; art direction, Max Ree. Ran 80 
minutes at the RKO-Mayfair, New York, 

opening March 10 on a grind run. 

COERE GON. 6.0 666s 00dsecdes Richard Dix 
Follette Marsh..... 06626400060 Mary Astor 
Von Furst..... eeseeeee-Krich von Strolreim 
The Pest..... COSC CbECOCeEE® Dorothy Jordan 
OG. so ccccceceses Coeecrccosecess Joel McCrea 
WOOGS .cccccese Ceeecccess Robert Armstrong 
PUES. . ccsesccscosese eocccess Hugh Herbert 
Detective..... eeesececcesceceses talph Ince 
{Dick Grace 

| 3. Pee ccccccccsecee. J At Gobel 
|}Leo Nomis 
{Frank Clark 
Radio has a pretty good show in 
The Lost Squadron. Whether it 
will get back what this one cost 
to make, is something else again, 
although like all aerial stuff it 
is not devoid of a type of 





., action which makes it more accept- 


Preluded by @jable internationally than the aver- 
and jage 


American talker. This shouid 


with an ‘interpolated song by Pang- | boost the gross considerably, while 


born, who displays a pleasing voice 


‘for the domestic market it’s a satis- 


‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par). Story 
a handicap for cast headed by 
Claudette Colbert and picture 
suffers accordingly. 

‘Jean de la Lune’ (Marrat). 
French film phantasy. Nicely 
done but too chatty for Amer- 
icans. 


‘Forgotten Women’ (Mono- 


gram). Love story with ac- 
tion, laid in Hollywood and 
studio background. Okay for 


single feature houses in some 
situations, excellent as half of 
double bill, 


‘The Lone Trail’ (Webb- 
Douglas). First rate western, 


possessing an abdéve average 
story, good cast and balanced 


direction. Stars Rex Lease, 
who’s aces in this one. 
‘Shotgun Pass’ (Columbia). 


Mediocre western for an inde- 


pendent. This is poor for 
Columbia. 

‘My Wife’s Family’ (BIP) 
Hopeless British comedy. At 


best only for the two-for-one 
houses, 

‘The Drifter’ (State Rights). 
Willis Kent production (indie) 
of northwest, around William 
Farnum. Not up to grade 
_warranting anything but book- 
ing as second feature on double 
bills. 

‘Rubacuori’ (Pittaluga). Very 
amusing Italian comedy, easily 
followed in purport even with- 
out a knowledge of the lan- 
guage. 











factory weekly changer for any ‘A’ 
program, 

‘Squadron’ glorifies the cinematic 
stunt flyer. Written by Dick Grace, 
the most illustrious of the Holly- 
wood aerial daredevils, it is not 
without authority, even though the 
dramatics are a bit strained. 

The ‘behind the scenes’ of an 
aerial film production is the best 
appeal ‘Squadron’ has. It’s a story- 
within-a-story, although the basic 
premise might be regarded as now 
trite and familiar, which it is. 
‘Squadron’ follows in general pat- 
tern too many aviation pictures to 
be otherwise, but the detail of the 
skullduggery of a jealous husband- 
director, along with his fanatical 
zeal in injecting realism into the 
aerial crash stuff, is 100% new for 
the screen. 

Erich von Stroheim plays the di- 
rector (alias Arnold von Furst in the 
picture) to the hilt; ie., the role of 
a domineering, militaristic Prussian 
film director who is a martinet on 
location, callous to all else but the 
box office effect of his celluloid pro- 
duction. It was a smart assign- 
ment, as it’s bound to provoke com- 
ment from the carping critics who 
may recall some of Von’s costly 
stuff in the past without much ap- 
parent regard for the economic 
equation, 

The 80 minutes suggests that 
there must have been plenty more 
eut out, but had more of the re- 
tarded tempos been accelerated, it 
would have been a far happier en- 
tity. It drags in spots, although 
from knowledge of its production 


his screen antagonist, was supposed 
to have piloted. From the fatal 
crash onward, Dix takes the rap 
for doing away with the schemin, 
von Furst (von Stroheim), making 
for a semi-happy ending between 
Dorothy Jordan and McCrea. 

The featured pair, Dix and Miss 
Astor, are thus actually subordi 
nated. Dix’'s finish is tragic; Miss 
Astor is unhappily cast as an am 
bitious actress who first throws 
over Dix while he’s on the other 
side for a sinecure under a m&scu- 
line protector, and who later marries 
von Furst to further her career on 
the screen. Miss Jordan in a light 
role as The Pest (kid sister of Rob- 








ert Armstrong) manages the betier 
of the twain, aithough both are 
light. It's essentially a man's pic- 
ture, with the men dominating. Al} 
handle themselves excellently. 

‘Lost Squadron’ has been  skill- 
fully salvaged from what must 
have been a hectie production 
progress. This is the first to bear 
a credit to David O. Selznick, ex- 
ecutive producer. Abel. 

(‘Heartbreaker’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

Pittaluga production. Transeontinentat 
release in WU. S, Starring Armando Fal- 
coni. Direction, Guido Brignone; scenario, 
Gino Rocca and Dino Falconi; mus Fe 
lice Montagnini. At the Sth Avenue Pla; 
house, N. Y., on grind week March 4. 
Running time 70 mins. 

Giovanni Marchi......... Almando Falconi 
Ilka CCS CC ROOSSOCO CCE LCS OC.S .Mary Kid 
Battling Joe...... OON6b6 06658468 Egon Stief 
SI cv cn cause ae beuunes e-.-Grazia Del Rio 
mere, Maseli. .ccvssos eeecoeves Tina Lattanzi 
Clever and amusing comedy in 


this Italian talker, expertly handled 
and beautifully acted. Tacked on to 
which comes a perhaps vain prayer 
for the film’s success on this side, 
past experience having shown that 
there is practically no hope of do- 
ing better than an even break with 
Italian talkers in the United States. 

There’s a Germanic atmosphere 
in ‘Rubacuori’ perhaps explainable 
by the fact that its director, Guido 
Brignone, spent some years in Ber- 
lin. Photography and light manipu- 
lation are on a par with Germany's 
best, which means high quality. 
Except that the tempo, with a 
couple bad lapses, is better than 
ordinary in European films, actu- 
ally getting speed and movement 
in some sequences, 

Story is a natural. The rich 
banker who is old enough to know 
better than make eyes at all the 


gals, but doesn't. Gets involved 
with a scheming dancer, who is 
the sweetheart of a pug at the 
same time. Banker's wife gets 


mixed in, with some lost jewelry as 
an added element. It’s all pretiyv 
ingeniously thought out and handled 
and most of it quite funny. 

jest asset is that the picture 
can be followed quite clearly with- 
out a knowledge of Italian. The 
gags are lost, of course, but the 
thread is nicely sustained. That's 
an unusual accomplishment for a 
European comedy. 

But at the Fifth Avenue, caught 
the fifth night of its one week run, 
there were about two dozen cus- 
tomers in the auditorium. Maybe 
this house has offered too many bad 





Italian films in the past. Kavf. 








The Woman’s Angle | 





‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par). 


‘The Lost Squadron’ (Radio). 


‘The Beast of the City’ (MGM). 


sary to pack socks. 


‘The Passionate Plumber’ 


Keaton and Jimmy Durante 





feminine patronage. 





Obvious make-believe engages sympathy for a 
persecuted hero, and builds melodramatic suspense around the flattering 
theory that women are smarter than men. 
distinguished but fairly entertaining programmer. 


Fanettes will find it an un- 


Glorifying the American policeman 


in a credible underworld production that lacks the exaggeration neces- 
Despite good work of 
sags in the middle and doesn’t overcome handicap of arriving too late 
in a cycle that’s already met dwindling femme interest. 


its cast, reminiscent story 


(MGM). 
cannot 
between sophistication and slapstick. 


Rich laughs negotiated by 
co-ordinate that 
Offers no inducements 


scenes 


solid 


flounder 
to 





; out, 


by sticking to the police theme A 
Cosmopolitan production, it will he 
put over by the Hearst papers where 
they can be found. but its own 
feet ‘Beast of the City’ does not rate 
with the good eangster 


on 


stories in 


spite of a number of spirited ep!- 
sodes and a court-room scene that 
stands out above the rest for han- 
dling. 

Dialog proves a handicap, since 
there is a labored effort to build up 
Jim Fitzpatrick, who first gets de- 


moted for overzeal in picking on the 
gangsters and then is made chief hy 
popular demand. The text fre- 
quently falls to amateurish levels 
and has an effect the reverse of that 
intended. 

The story elements are familiar. 
The ambitious cop who gets to the 
top, the brother who sells him out 
to the gangsters because he needs 
the money to carry out an affair 
with a blonde charmer in the em- 
ploy of the gang, the chief’s undoing 
and the brother's final gallant 
ture to square himself. The finish 
wipes out most of the cast the 
sangsters and the police battle it 
fadeout showing the dying 
struggling over to reach and 
his brother’s band in the grip 
Which had been denied him a short 
time before. 

This finish is well worked 
nicely directed, but there is almost 
too much slaughter to be convine- 
ing. With poorer direction it might 
have brought laughs. Against this 
is a nicely-handled courtroom scene 
in which Tully Marshall takes the 
acting honors in a stormy appeal to 
the jury. It is one of the best bits 
of work he has contributed in a long 
time. Walter Huston plays the po- 
liceman with a familiar touch and 
seems ill at east in a part which 
seeks to fit him and merely emphae 
sizes his mannerisms. Jean Here 
sholt is happier as the gangster, 
smooth and restrained. Jean Hare 
low does her ineffective best as a 
gang girl, and Wallace Ford is none 
too happy as the false brother. It 
is not his fault. 

There are some interesting scenes 
in and around police headquarters, 
a modern touch with the use of the 
police car radio, a flash of the line- 
up, a pen during a roundup which 
suggests a similar scene Huston 
played in ‘The Big House,’ and 
plenty of chasing and sirens. 

‘Beast of the City’ seems aimed at 
back of the front line; a gang story 
for rural and home circle consumpe- 
tion, preaching the gospel of civic 
righteousness and the glory of 
steadfast purpose, and being aimed 
at domestic patroage, they even 
make Miss Harlow keep her skirts 
down, A little more intelligence in 
the writing and this film would have 


ese 

as 
} 

the 


chief 
grasp 


up and 


been over to big returns in the 
smaller houses, but only the Hearst- 
papers can get receipts in the top 
first runs for it. 

Paramount production and release Die 
rected by Berthold Viertel. Claudetie tole 
bert, Lilyan Tashman, Melvyn Douglas, 
William Boyd featured. Adapted by Harry 
Hervey and Caroline Franke from (lyde 
Fitch's ‘Her Confessions.’ George Folsey, 
photog. At the Paramount, New York, 
week of March 10. Running time, 72 mins. 
Margaret Hughes see6eeses Claudette C jbert 
David Rolfe...... verre rrr Melvyn Douglas 
Claire Foster....... ecoceess- Lilyan Tashman 
Harry Evan3....cccocccsesses William Boyd 
Jimmie O'Neill...ccccscees-ROSs Alexander 
PEUE. cccccceesce eccecccsce Overt Fischer 
Chawuleur..cccccces eeee+- Douglas Dumobriiie 


The story stood against this pic- 
tures chances before production 
started. It’s improbable that any 
kind of production and playing help 
would have made much difference. 
The kind rendered doesn't, leaving 
the picture’s chances slight. And it 
all reverts back to the story. 

What they have to do and why 





Buster | 


they have to do it is a eonstant 
jhandicap for the players. One re- 


Three pash leading men have to split | Sult is probably the first second-rate 
an incidental love interest among them, negating their potential interest 
for the gals—but probably increasing the picture’s appeal for men. 


performance by Claudette Colbert 
‘since she went to pictures. If that 
sounds impossible for an actress of 
Miss Colbert's widely known ealibre, 
a look at one particularly bad mo- 
ment of many in this picture should 
convince. 

Miss Colbert returns from abroad 
to find her beloved on trial! his 
life. Although framed, things look 
pretty dark for him. He’s in a pris- 
joner’s coop, remarking to his Jawyer 
that his future looks black. Miss 
Colbert enters, and from the greet- 

«(Continued on page <1) 
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‘Lupin’ Jerked in London, Successor 


N.S. G. Also; Film Biz Generally Of 





London, March 14. 


Picture houses flopped pretty 
badly last week due to a lack of 
outstanding productions. That in- 
cluded ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G), at the 
Empire, of which much was ex- 
pected here. It got under $2,550 
and was jerked in favor of Erik 
Hakim’s locally made ‘Two White 
Arms.’ 

‘Arms,’ made by Hakim for Metro 
here, was directed by Fred Niblo 
and stars Adolphe Menjou and 
Margaret Bannerman. It received 
bad notices and looks like being 
even more feeble than ‘Lupin.’ 

Leicester Square theatre, re- 
named the Olympic, opened with 
‘The Champ’ (M-G), fer a second 
West’. End run, but proved a 
fiasco. First week’s gross under 
$3,650. Looks like this ends the 
projected idea of showing Metro’; 
pictures here after their Empir: 
runs, 

House is now dickering with 
Columbia for: pre-West End re- 
leases. Looks like an unlikely move 
since Gaumont British and the Do- 
minion have a priority arrange- 
ment meaning the Olympic would 
only get product the others don’t 
want. Looks like the house is in 
a serious product difficulty. 


GERMAN GOV’T RULES 
PICTURE PRICE CUTS 


Berlin, March 3. 
Dr. Goerdeler, Commissioner for 
Price Surveyance as a result of 
members of all branches of the pic- 
ture industry, has issued regulations 
for price reduction in this trade. 
Covering rawfilm, recording, devel- 





opment and printing prices, li- 
censes and sound reproduction 
apparatus, 


1. Wholesale prices for rawfilm to 

be reduced by a minimum of 10% 
1931. 

2. Prices for recording and pro- 
duction costs of recording have been 
determined as recording apparatus, 
including technical staff for feature 
production $400 per day up to 20 
days; $390 per day up to 40 days, 
and $350 per day up to 75 days. 

Equipment Rates 


3. Educational, commercial and 
short pictures. Picture and sound 
apparatus per day, exclusive of 
studio, not to be more than $330; 
recording apparatus and synchroni- 
zation not to be more than approxi- 
mately $220, 

4. Studio usage; prices now valid: 
Approximately $200 per day up to 
40 days of shooting; for building of 
sets, $175 per day up to 75 days. 
If conditions get worse, a further 
10% reduction to be effected. Pres- 
ent prices not to be raised before 
December 31, 1932. 

5. Development and 
prices, viz. negative 
& cents per meter, 
pictures and sound 6 cents per 
meter not to be raised before 
Dec. 31, 1932. 

6. Licenses 


printing 
development 
test copy for 


by Tonbild-Tobis- 
Syndicate Co. (Tobis) reduced by 
12%% until Dec, 31, 1932, i.e. to 
$1.08 per meter film negative, 
passed by censor. 

7. License prices for educational, 
commercial and short pictures not 
to be raised, ie. not to be more 
than 25 cents per meter film passed 
by censor. 

8. Discussions may be entered 
into by Dr.. Goerdeler with artists, 
stars, directors, technicians, ete. 
working under contract regarding 
reduction of salaries, 

9. With regard to film renting, 
film distributors are recommended 
to do everything within their power 
to bring about considerable reduc- 
tion of prices to secure feasible cut 
of entrance prices. 


Pittaluga’s G. M. Due 

Peter Mander, general manager of 
Cine VPittaluga, leading Italian film 
producers, is expected in New York 
early in Apfil. 

While here Mander will line up a 
new distribution project for Pitta- 
luga on this side. 








Italian Actress Connects 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Francesca Braggioti, New York 
legit actress, is the newest Metro 
talian voice. All her previous stage 
work was in English. 

Due to start work here March 25 
on a 12-week contract plus options. 





+ 
_ 





PAR’S TEST 


French Film May Receive Nat’! 
corning 

‘Tl Est Charmant’ (‘He Is Charm- 
ing’) Paramount French - made 
original has been booked into the 
Fifth Ave. Playhouse for a test 
booking. 

If film makes good Par may as- 
sign a special staff to it with the 


idea of distributing it n 
this side. 


New Italian Ruling 
Okays Film Rentals 





B 40%, of Net | 

eyond 40% of Net: 
Rome, March 14, 

Agents of American film  pro- 


lerable 
the govern- 


ducers here have won a consi: 
victory by persuading 


ment to abrogate its recent ruling 
limiting film rentals to 40% of the 


net. New order permits a higher 
percentage basis for ‘exceptional 
films’ with a committee of eight per- 
sons appointed to decide which 
films are exceptional. 

Meeting of the special committee 
was called immediately 


upon ap- 
pointment and started things by 
naming ‘bLen-Hur’ (Metro), ‘City 
Lights’ (U. A.), and ‘Trader Horn’ 
(Metro) as being in the special 
class. 





GERMAN FILMS, VAUDE 
INTO MOSS’ BROADWAY 


German pictures, plus a German 
stage show, is the newest program 
being lined up by B. S. Moss for 
his Broadway, New York. If the 
present plans go through, all-Ger- 
man policy will go in within two 
weeks, pictures to be supplied by 
Capital Films 

Project comes at this time largely 
through a sudden lack of theatre 
outlet for foreign films in New York. 
Closing down of the Ufa-Cosmo- 
politan and several other small for- 
eign houses on Broadway during 
the past season, limits the Lroad- 
way foreign outlets to two houses, 
the Little Carnegie and the Eu- 
ropa. With the Little Carnegie 
taking the Ufa product, it means 
that the 280 seat Europa is the only 
theatre left on or near Broadway 
which can show other foreign films. 


Eisele New Ufa Prez 


Ernest Eisele is the newly named 
president of Ufa Films, Inc., Amer- 
ican subsid of UFA, German film 
production combine. He replaces 
Frederick Wynne-Jones, resigned 
several days ago. Herbert Grau, 
until a few days ago p.a. for the 
local Ufa office, becomes v.p. and 
manager under the new line-up. 

With American problems of the 
German company more or less 
straightened out, Wilhelm Meydam, 
Ufa’s foreign department head, sails 
back aboard the Bremen tomorrow 
(16). Fritz Thorhauer, another Ufa 
exec, will be about for two weeks 
longer to clear up details of the 
reorganization 











Torrence, Thru at MGM, 


For Assoc. Radio, London 


London, March 14, 
Ernest Torrence’s Metro contract 
having expired he’s coming to Lon- 
don to do some picture work here. 
Associated Radio Pictures is un- 
derstood to have given him a six- 
month paper. 





Havana Fires 
Havana, March 10. 
exchanges were de- 

fire within eight days. 


Two film 
stroyed by 


On March 1 the RKO-Pathe ex- 
change burned with a loss of two 
lives and $25,000 damage to the 


property. Two women and two chil- 
dren, one nine days old and arother 


two years old, v-ere badly burned 


The babies died in a hospital 

Second fire was in the lab of 
Liberty Films Co., local firm. Dam- 
age, $10,000. 


Exhibs Fighting Tax 
Up to 20c Admission | 


London, March 14. 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation is massing for an anti-en- 
tertainment tax campaign. A dep- 
utation to the Home Secretary is 
one of the things on the program. 
Suggestion the exhibs are making 
is no tax on seats under 20c, 


CANADA TRUST 
CASE DISMISSED 


ee 








Toronto, March 14. 
forming a combine 
conspiracy to restrict the 


Accused of 
and 


: . this : 2 ¢ rofi , = . Neany 
| motion picture industry in Ontario, | this allows a profit only in the Teu 
N. L. Nathanson, former FP-Can | tonic or French fields. Italian pic- 
Head Piers : ° Paar frirac Qn’ ro ac o _—. fq 
head; Samuel Bloom and Irving s. | ‘ures can't get as big a finan = 
Fine, owners of extensive nabe | Teturn because only salable in Italy, 
chains, and 15 other film organiza- | wnerene ane a ree: tod 
tions, were found not guilty by Jus- | are salable in colonies outside of the 
>» Cc JUTi A ww US- 
" . ‘ . ry ) SOY ies thev'’re intende ¢ 
tice Garrow in non-jury assizes. | ™2!" © ee ay emer. : 
| Det iiled judgment will be handed | If Metro drops Italian films en 
ut in a few days. | tirely, it may lead to an abandon- 
4 aaa cL 4 ‘ “ , , 
Prosecution had brought fort ment of the Italian market becaus«s 
secuti¢ : r n 1ortin | P . 
| "no lic ow11n oa alkerse ara re | 
charges of monopoly, alleged in- | : nglish langues Raikes, . 92 oor) 
timidation of witnesses, malicious | bidden there by law, Only alterna- 
j . tive seen by Metro is sound with- 


stench bomb raids and alleged 
threatening of independent builders 
of new theatres. 

Justice Garrow noted that the 
Crown had contended all accused 
were aiming at a curtailment of 
film supply for independent thea- 
tres and that FP-Canadian had re- 
ceived better terms and better pro- 
tection than the indies. He felt 
that, under the Combines Investiga- 
tion Act and the Criminal Code, 
the Crown had not substantiated 
the onus of any alleged combine. 

The court was unable to find that 
there was any price-fixing and also 
could find no responsibility attached 
to Bloom and Fine for their alleged 
threats to indies who contemplated 
erection of new theatres. 

‘A man has the legal right to 
threaten to do what is right in the 
eyes of the law,’ said the judge. 
‘They were said to have threatened 
individual show owners that they 
would build theatres right next 
door or across the street, and they 
did build and buy. They have a 
right to build theatres. My verdict 
is that the Crown has made no case 
out against the accused. I have 
lengthy reasons as to how my ver- 
dict was reached.’ 


BELGIAN TAX TOTALS 
GIVE LIE TO DEPRESH 


Brussels, March 2. 

That the economic crisis is not 
having such a bad effect on Belgian 
cinemas and theatres as some 
would have it is proved by State 
tax receipts. In 1929 these amounted 
to $1,697,800; in 1930, $1,538,000 and 
in 1931, $1,242,856. 

The drop last year is accounted 
for by the fact that from July 16 
the State abolished the theatre tax 
and reduced that of cinemas from 
10%-22% to 6%-15%. 











Studio Community for 
British Indie Group 


London, March 6. 

Flickers Productions, Limited, 
now called Sound City, Limited, has 
taken Littleton Park, near Shepper- 
ton, few miles up the river from 
London, 

Object is to develop the natural 
park into a film center. Idea is to 
convert existing buildings into 
sound studios, make six features 2 
year themselves and let space to 
indies. 

Picture capacity of the studio if 
built on the lines now planned 
would be about 100 pictures a year. 

Underlying the scheme, in which 
Sir Henry Morris, the auto million- 
aire, is said to be interested, is a 
scheme for amalgamating eight 
indie production companies now 
struggling without studios. 


MORE FRENCH INDIES 
Paris, March 5. 
More indies spring up every day, 
latest being Marco de Gastyne, for- 
mer associate producer to Natan. He 














lis planning a series of shorts to be 
|made in Natan studios. 
He is making tests, and Is groom- 


jing as star material Claudie Cleve 
a 17-year-old platinum blonde 
whom he says he discovered itn a lot 
of extras. 

French filmdom 
material, 


is short of young 
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Am. Protest on New French Quota 


Disturbing France: May Be Modified | 








+ 
SKEPTICAL OF ITALY | rit, Sascha 

| French government is consider- 
Metro Thinks Market Doesn’t War-/ably perturbed because American 
rant Versions }concerns are protesting the current 
. _ | establishment of new import quo- 
Hollywood, March 14 tas. Entire film trade seems to be 
Metro may drop Italian versions | affected, with the government of- 
hortly. M o ve would reduce cials now looking for a way out. 
Metro’s version activities to only Unofficially it’s now agreed pretty 
French and German. Spanish w as 'much that the move for a quota on 
lropped some time ago. bbed product was a bit hasty, 

Metro's angle on the Italian some ca it very rash. 
|synes is that the Italian market is| Likely that the thing will finish 


and fraudulent competition, reputed | 








allow for 
a synced 


too small to 
ired that 
guage 


a profit. Fig- 
film in any lan- 
average of $15,000, 


costs ar 


out talk with which 
now going on. 


experiments are 





With Reorg. of Union 
Theatres, Offers Are 
Now Made for Buy-Ins 


Sydney, Feb. 17. 

Following on the reorganization 
of Union. Theatres (in liquida- 
tion), into Greater Union, authentic 
information is that certain South 
African interests have been trying 
to buy into the new company, but 
so far without success. 

Some years ago it was reported 
that South African Theatres, Ltd., 
intended to invade Australia, with 
nothing further eventuating beyond 
the report. 

Stuart F. Doyle, m. d. of Greater 
Union is not anxious for outside 
capital to come into the company, 
preferring to fight back to success 
with Australian capital alone. Par- 
amount at one time came close to 
buying into the old Union group, 
but the deal never reached consum- 
mation, 

It is known that Doyle is con- 
sidering an offer by the govern- 
ment to take over the management 
of broadcasting here, but whether 
he wouid throw over the reins of 
Greater Union for this job is ques- 
tionable. 


BRIT. EXHIBS FORM 
OWN HAYS-TYPE ORG. 


London, March 14. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Society 
has decided to form a defense so- 
ciety for the film industry here. 
Organization will closely follow the 
lines of the Hays office with an of- 
ficial press bureau and an arbitra- 
tion board to handle censorship 
problems. 

Exhibitors have already formed 
committees for ole purpose and the 
new society is likely to evolve with- 
in a week. Probability is that an 
outside person will be named as 
head. 

Film prestige was badly damaged 
here recently as a consequence of 
local censorship problems and the 
agitation of Women’s Leagues, 








Woodger’s Comeback 


rg eg March 14, 

Arthur Woodger, head of the trust 
bearing his name he ich flopped sev- 
eral years ago, is contemplating a 
film comeback with a new projec- 
tion patent. 

He says he has the bacl 
circult of 50 theatres. 


cing for a 





Reshoot on ‘Possessed’ 
For British Play Dates 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Metro will reshoot 


e 


portions of 


| by being a one-to-one thing. 


France about three weeks ago 
passed a new import quota which 
particularly takes in dubbed prod- 


uct. No figures were used or ratio 
established. The Cinema Control 
Commission is now working out the 
proportions of the quota, with 
above cable indicating that the mat- 


ter is proving complicated. 


Figures 
Figuring that France need 250 


films yearly to supply its theatres 
the Cinema Commission would like 
| the thing to »e divided into three 
classes: 100 French mades, 100 
French versions and 50 dubbed films, 
However, French film companies, 


even if they go through completely 
with their next year’s production 
plans, won’t make more than about 
75 pictures, plus about 25 made in 
conjunction with German producers, 
With only about 25 direct-shot 
French versions promised from 
America and Germany, there would 
still remain a hole of about 125 pic- 
tures for dubbed product to fill, de- 
spite anything the French govern- 
ment can do about it. Meaning that 
a law limiting dubbed product will 
lead to a terrific film shortage in 
French theatres before it does any- 
thing. 

Should it go through, despite the 
facts as now becoming understood, 
all American companies, with the 
exception of Paramount, would be 
|hurt. Paramount is exempted be- 
cause of making its versions on 
French soil, 





SHAKEUP IN GERMAN 
U STAFF IMPENDS 


Berlin, March 14, 
Jules Bernheim has been called 
back to Hollywood by Universal on 
orders to sail immediately. 
Several changes in U’s Berlin of- 
fice are expected. 





Universal may shake up its en- 
tire foreign personnel. Berlin peo- 
ple will be among the first switched, 
but new policies are being consid- 
ered which will possibly affect 
every person on U’s foreign pay- 
roll, 


New British Indie 


London, March 14, 
al Talkies, a new indie con- 





Nation 


cern, has contracted to make six 
pictures this year at the Stoll 
Studios. 

Producers Distributing Co. will 


handle the films. 





Joe Seidelman to London 
On Par Supervisory Tour 


Paris, March 14. 
J. H. Seidelman, Par’s foreign 
chief, is off to London after watch- 


ing things 
time, 
He'll study Paramount’s London 


at Joinville for some 


production activities and probably 
return to Paris again before com- 
ing back to New York. 





Amkino’s New 4 
Four new Russi: 
rived in the New 
fice, 
‘Soil Is Thirsty,’ 
get its first showing 
New York, starting 


in films have ar- 
York Amkino of- 


one of them, will 
at the Cameo, 
Friday (18). 
CENSORED NEWSREELS? 


Paris, March 5. 





‘Possessed’ (Joan Crawford and| French censor now making a 
Clark Gable) to make it acceptable | move with a view to extend his 
| for the British market. Picture was / function to newsreels. 
originally turned down by the Lon- | Press in France is exempt from 
don censor because of the mistress | np, and so far, newsreels 
ngle. ave been treated as film ized pres 
Metro now faces the necessity of | news A r elections and 
n iking Miss ©€: ord ae dg I eased fu ge devoted to pollue- 
n the story. 1¢ ind speeches is the cause, 
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Theatre Advertising as Indi- 
cated from Various Cities 
On Week Days 
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In Reverse 

A good just-once-stunt is to letter 
a card in reverse, setting it into a 
shadow box at an angle of 45 de- 
grees. The top line is normal and 
asks, ‘How much of this can you 
read?’ The bottom line is also nor- 
mal and advises, ‘If you are stuck, 
look at the back of the box.’ 

Mirror is placed at a similar an- 
gle above the sign and those who 
box find the sign 


pass behind the 5 

reading correctly in the reflection. 
Sign should carry reasonably full 
copy, to give the spectator some- 


thing to do, but the title and the 
date should be simple enough to be 
read by most persons from the 
front. It would be easier to tack 
the card to the upper board and 
let the reflection in the mirror face 
the street, but in that event the 
sign is not as clear. 


Australia on Jones 
Sydney. 

For the Bobby Jones Golf series 
(WB) special tie-ups arranged with 
every big sporting store, together 
with silver cups offered to players 
on local links. 

Newspapers here gave plenty of 
free space to the shorts, advising 
golfers to go to the theatres screen- 
ing them. 


For Back Seaters 
Hamilton, N. Y. 

Smalley’s theatre made a hit with 
autoists with a ‘Back Seat Oper- 
ator’s License.’ Issued by. the 
®eaureu of insanity’ in the ‘state 
of nervousness.’ Has spaces for the 
licensee’s name and address and 
certifies that holder ‘has passed all 
tests for nervousness and is hereby 
licensed to operate, dominate, irri- 
tate, criticize, etc., the chauffeur 
from the rear seat or the right front 
seat.’ Other side carries an ad for 
‘Fireman Save My Child.’ 

Local drivers asked for handfuls 
to give their passengers. 


Want It Free 


Minneapolis. 

In these hard times what the local 
folks want is free ducats. Fact was 
demonstrated again when a Publix 
puzzle contest, offering 50 single 
passes to the Minnesota as prizes, 
and advertised in a weekly shop- 
pers’ newspaper, drew 5,000 replies 
in«three days. 





Selling by Sample 

Manager who recently reseated 
his house, because he found that the 
old seats were driving business 
away, made capital of the move by 
placing one of the chairs in the 
lobby with an invitation to all to 
sit in and find how comfortable the 
new parking spots were. 

Not many availed themselves of 
the invitation but hundreds felt the 
padding. 


Spring Cleaning 

Pretty soon it will be time to get 
the tin can matinee out of the 
mothballs. Free admission to all 
who bring 10 or more old cans to 
the theatre. Prizes for the longest 
strings. Proviso that cans are to 
be tied together with cord helps a 
little for the publicity, the cans be- 
ing dragged down to the theatre 
with plenty of noise. 

One manager plans to clean up a 
neglected public park, while a third 
intends to offer prizes for the best 
cleaned-up back yards. 





No Hymns 

Manager who had the idea of 
teaching the kiddie club Easter 
hymns is convinced he is not so 
bright. With only a few Jewish 
members, he felt that the hymns 
would appeal to the majority. But 
Catholic parents refused to let their 
ehildren sing Protestant hymns, and 
some of the other creeds also failed 
to agree. Result, idea has been 
ealled off. Tempest in a small town 
teapot, but it hurt business a little. 


Paging the Kids 

Exhib who uses club matinees 
Sat. mornings makes it known to 
the parents that if they have a mes- 
gage for Johnny or Susie, they can 
phone it in and it will be delivered. 

Just before the last short is 
shown he reminds Sammy Brown 
not to forget to stop at the grocery 
on the way home, tells Mary Green 
to go to ther father’s office for 
lunch, and warns Henry Black to be 
sure and button up his overcoat on 
account of his cold. Mothers appre- 
eiate the service. 

Get the Jools 

‘Cheaters at Play, revolves 
@rour a lot of emeralds, but for 
exploitation can be tied up to any- 
thing in the jewelry store for ex- 
Ploitation. This includes estimating 
the number of loose pearls in a 
window display, the spotting of the 
real and the imitation pearl neck- 
lace, ete. 


Massing a number of strings of |} 


tmitation pearls of varying 
they can be bunched 
eatches protruds 
@ number, 


lengths 


and eactl 


Contestant has t 


lo try 


so that the 


fand follow the string to determine 
the longest rope, reporting on @ 
ecard that the selected number is the 
longest. Sounds simple, but not so 
easy if a dozen strings are used, 


Colored Chicks 


Manager is planning a window 
exhibit of highly colored bab) 
chicks for a display for his Easter 
bill. To be set in a store 
which can be properly warmed. 

He also knows, from past expe- 
rience in another town, that there 
may be a kick from the S.P.C.A. 
He got tangled last year on the 
charge that dye used was poisonous. 
This year he is going to color the 
chicks with vegetable dye from the 
grocery store. Figures no come- 
back to that. 


Plays Records 

Exhibitor in a town of about 10,- 
000 is making some extra business 
through the playing of phonograph 
records. Sound installation includes 
an announcement mike and once a 
week he opens an hour earlier and 
plays the new records for the early 
birds. Stunt is heavily advertised 
by the phonograph firm and has 
clicked so well theatre is contem- 
plating half hour programs after 





last shows, too. 
Speed Up 
Following the Lenten dullness 


it is necessary to make a special 
effort to win back ‘hose who have 
been staying away from the theatre. 
Theatre going is more or less a 
habit with a lot of people. If the 
habit is interrupted there is a drop 
until something happens to coax 
them back. Extra advertising can 
do this, if directed with intelligence, 
and every seasonal slump should be 
followed by an intensive drive. 


Got Final Edition 


Trick advertising sometimes pays 
and sometimes it does not. In a 
small town a manager persuaded 
the local paper to put an ear along- 
side the title for ‘Final Edition.’ 
‘This is the final edition of the 
Blade, but you -will find another 
Final Edition at the Century to- 
morrow and Thursday. As every- 
one in town knew that the paper 
issued only one edition, they all 
read the ear to find out why the 
editor was putting on the dog. 
Much the same idea on the actual 
final edition of a smali city paper, 
which cost a lot of money, did not 
get attention because the final edi- 
tion was an everyday event. The 
money was a total loss, 


Urges Prices 
Fox West Coast managers are 
being urged to carry the prices in 
all advertising. Circuit argues that 
prices are low and therefore attrac- 
tive and can be used to build 
business. 
From another angle the managers 
are told also to include the opening 
time in their newspaper work, par- 
ticularly when the house features 
an early opening. Argued that peo- 
ple will not take the trouble to ask 
and might stay away because they 
do not know the house is open be- 
fore noon, 
Price citation is almost necessary 
to good selling. Department stores 
found that out long ago. 


Pulls to the Ad 


One of the latest angles on the 
fine writing stunt is to make the 
size of the current newspaper ad- 
vertisement the area in which the 
feature title or the name of the star 
is to be written as many times as 
possible. 

Theatres can also try requiring 
contestants to write backward, from 
right to left, just to freshen up the 
old stunt if it has been used 
frequently. 


Gets Newspaper Art 

Fox West Coast is borrowing art 
work for some of the pictures 
played. Press dept has arranged to 
use the two col mats of the star por- 
traits done by Joe Grant for the 
Los Angeles ‘Record’ which are 
supplied in mat form to the houses 
which order them. Effects a saving 
while offering a superior quality of 
work. 

Circuit Is using a manual to get 
the campaigns over to the theatres. 





Boxing Programs 

Most boxing matches require no 
programs, the announcer doing all 
the work, but H. P. Hof, of the 
Bardavon, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
hooked into one of these events by 
supplying a list of the contenders 
with an added line for ‘The Champ’ 
which was to play his theatre in a 
couple of days. 

Most of the programs were dis- 
tributed through cigar stores and 
|similar places t advertise the 
|} bouts, with the remainder given out 
iat the hall. 

Only trouble with the gag is that 





hooking to a boxing match gives too 
much stress to the fighting angle, 
| Which will serve to keep the wo- 
pmen away, 


i w | ; 
window | .ontends that by selecting someone 


Picks His Names 


Harold Gabrilove, of the Broad- 
way, Newburgh, N. Y., raises a 
question of values in his selection 
of names for free tickets. Insead of 
picking these from the telephone 


names of workers in factories 
and department stores to run in his 
program, each name printed being 
entitled to one free admission. He 


in a populous office or factory he 
a better value from his dis- 
tribution. 

That’s one way of looking at it, 
but if the general run of customers 
make the discovery that the dis- 
tribution is confined to workers in 
certain places, the gag is likely to 
pall since all others will lose 
interest. 

Sometimes a ticket to a house- 
wife will bring a greater circulation 
of publicity than a ticket given to 
a factory hand, and the idea is to 
have the program read by everyone. | 


ta 
cage 
gets 


Radio Script 


Universal is sending out a radio 
script on ‘Murders in the Rue 
Morgue’ for the benefit of those who 
may wish to locally air the picture. 
If there is no radio it might be 
possible, in spite of the length, to 
sell it to the audience as a sample 
radio script, making it a feature 
on the preceding bill. Three or four 
local amateurs and a cut in on the 
non-sync or any loud speaker should 
put this over for a novelty, working 
back of a screen or showing how 
it is done as may seem best. 


More Golf Balls 


Los Angeles. 

Arthur ‘Pat’ West, who plays 
incessantly for Fanchon & Marco, 
goes out on his current tour 
carrying credentials as official mes- 
senger to the world at large from 
Mayor Porter and the Chamber of 
Commerce of Los Angeles. He will 
plug the Olympic games. 

In connection with the Olympic 
event West has again obtained 
from sporting goods people an al- 








} ton with 
jname 
| cial art work. 
book or a similar source, he selects | 
ithe 


lottment of special golf balls with 
his name printed on the surface. 
These are packed two to a car- 
West’s picture and the 
‘Fanchon & Marco,’ in spe- 
West gives golf bails 
away along the 


route. 


to newspapermen 


—————————» 


Limited Words 
Variation the telegram and 
radio commercial gag is being 
worked by some Publix managers 


of 





|Managers get into 


Separates Them 


Reading, Pa. 

War veterans here beat the pic- 
ture theatres to the usual ege bunt 
for Easter, arranging a hunt for 
some 4,000 children, with an entere 
tainment to follow the egg chase. 

Wilmer & Vincent have tied 
by lending their theatres for these 
entertainments, Novel angle ig 
that one house will hold only boys 
and the other will be for girls, 
all the storieg 


in 


on ‘Emma,’ though it is equally good | without having to bother with the 


on any picture. Contestants have to 
what they think of 
Dressler in the picture in 20 words. 


Timely Time Tables 


Most cities and states which use 


tell 


daylight saving change the last 
Sunday in April. That's a cue to 


get advance notice of any changes in 


the bus or train time tables and 
iget them out before the company 
| does, translated into daylight sav- 
ing. In the ease of the bus lines 
}you can possibly supply them with 
'time tables, which they will dis- 
itribute. A proper display of your 
ad will give you a standing re- 


minder until along in October. 


Perfect In-Laws 

Brooklyn. 
A. L. Greene, of the Tuxedo the- 
atre, without any particular tie-in 
to a film title, has announced a ‘per- 
fect mother-in-iaw’ contest. Each 
entrant’s to tell the audience why 
she thinks she is the perfect rela- 

tive. Only allowed one minute. 
Applause will decide the winners. 


Stubs for Stories 


Pottstown, Pa. 

Elbert W. Smith, manager of the 
Strand, has effected a tie-up with 
the Pottstown ‘Mercury,’ daily 
newspaper, In return for front 
page publicity for the theatre it 
supplies tickets for persons sup- 
plying small news stories on a vol- 
unteer basis for the ‘Mercury.’ 

Nuniber of free tickets each day 
is kept within modest limits. 








BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Wheeling, W. Va. | 

Colonial theatre, leased recently 

by S. H. Reichblum, of New York, 
reopened ag second run house. 





Akron, O. 


Dick Wright, with RKO in Toledo, 
CWE) here as manager of Strand 





Vinton, Ia. 
Palace theatre wiped out by fire. 


Loss placed at $40,000. H. C. Wal- 
dorf manager. 





Chicago. 
Will Singer, formerly at the RKO 
Riverside, Milwaukee, to the Orph- 
eum, Springfield, Ill., for the same 
circuit. R. W. Thayer, at one time 
with RKO in Omaha, replaces 
Singer in Milwaukee. 





Hartford, Conn. 
Princess goes foreign Easter week. 
House has been franchised by Cap- 
ital Film for 26 weeks. Opens with 
‘Waltzes From Vienna’ (Splendid). 





Brooklyn. 
Loew's 46th St. theatre goes 
straight pictures March 19. 





Reading, Pa. 

New Embassy theatre, film house 
owned by Wilmer & Vincent, may 
construct a stage to accommodate 
road shows or vaudeville. House 
opened a year ago. 

J. Luke Gring, manager of War- 
ners’ Strand, transferred to the 
Earle, Allentown, Pa., succeeding 
Tom Charack, transferred to the 
Astor, Philadelphia. 


Sioux Citv, Ia. 


Princess (Publix), has 


theatre 
features weekly. 


New York. 

Olin F. Peek, assistant to Ralph 
Stitt, p.a. for the Rivoli, left Thurs- 
day (10) for Houston. He will take 
charge there of publicity and ads for 
the Metrepolitan (Publix). 

Universal has dispatcned Maury 
Foladare to Atlanta to exploit its 
product in that territory. He will 
work out of the exchange at that 
point. 





closed, and Capitol will show threc | 


Pittsburgh. 

Sol Hankin, in charge of WB sub- 
urban houses here, appointed zone 
manager of Milwaukee division. 
James Balmer, head of West Vir- 
ginia division, replaces Hankin here. 

R. E. Knight, of Fairmont, fills 
Balmer’s place. 


Portland, Me. 

William (Bill) Powell, manager of 
the Strand (Publix), promoted to 
divisional manager for eastern Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut. J. P. 
Hasselt, of the Maine, succeeds 
Powell at the Strand. R. D. Bailey 
becomes manager of the Maine, 


Philadelphia. 
Nixon Grand, United Chain house, 
closed March 12 for renovation and 
installation of sound, Reopens 
March 28, 





San Francisco, 
M. L. Markowitz has named Al 
Bernstein manager of the Davies, 
downtown grind, replacing L C. 
Werner. 
Des Moines, Ia, 
Fire destroyed the Palace theatre, 
Vinton, Ia. Damage estimated at 
$100,000. slaze started after the 
night show. 


Lynchburg, Va. 
Building Inspector Hough reports 
being approached by interests plan- 
ning to erect a 700-seat house here. 
Idea is to remodel a store in the 
downtown district. 


Columbus. 

Thomas O. Davis of Cincinnati 
Friday (11) became manager of the 
RKO Palace theatre here, succeed- 
ing Ed Masters, transferred to 
Rockford, Ill, Davis’ coming to Co- 
lumbus is in line with naming of 
Ike Libson as head of southern 
Ohio RKO organization. He has 
been affiliated with Libson for 15 
years. Davis is the fourth man- 
ager the Palace has had in less 
than 18 months. 


Newark, N. J., March 14. 
Winners in Warners’ Harry Kal- 
mine 12 Furlong Handicap are: 
First, $250, Louis Stein, Ritz; sec- 
ond, $150, William Stillman, Ritz, 
Jersey City; third, $100, Joe Lefko- 
witz, Regent, Paterson, 





Cincinnati. 
Tke Libson has chanced managers 


der his supervision. Tom Davisand 





Cliff Boyd, respectively, assigned to| 
Palace, Columbus, and the local! 
Albee, 

Boyd replaces A! Lever. who! 
transfers to the Orpheum, Denver. | i 
Davis succeeds Ed Masters, who 
goes to an RKO theatre in Rock- 
ford, Hl. 


in two of the 11 RKO theatres un-| 


; Oklahoma City. 
Floyd Ripley has taken over the 


Star theatre, Sweet Springs, Mo. 
J. J. Book now has the Kansas thea- | 
tre, Bird City, Mo. 

Pawtucket, R. I. 

| Myers Stanzler. operating theatres 
in Pawtucket and Centredale, R. I, 
has taken over the Casino theatre, 
Narraganset Pier, and the Wake- 

‘field Opera House, Wakefield, R, I. 





'Peskay Likely re 


| the 





details and at the same time are 


Marie | solid with the vets. 


Window Artist 
Winnipeg. 
Advertising legit play at the 
Playhouse here for a week in ad- 
vance an artist was used in local 
windows drawing humorous pictures 
of scenes in the show and various 
members of the cast. 
Idea drew heavy attention. 





Of Skouras Midland Chain 


Edward Peskay, who swung from 
the Warner Bros. theatre depart- 
ment to Skouras recently, is in line 
as operator of the Fox-Midland 
circuit of around 110 theatres in 
the midwest. He would make 
headquarters in Kansas City, from 
which he has operated for years 
voth in the distribution and the- 
atre field. 

It is not set when Peskay leaves 
New York to take over the Mid- 
land reins for the Skourases. 


Publix-RKO Get Union 
Concessions in Texas 


San Antonio, March 14. 

Concessions for Publix and RKO 
have been made by stage hands and 
operators here, through intervention 
locally by Herry Sherman, director 
of special relations for Publix, who 
has returned to New York. 

Publix’s three and RKO’s one the- 
atre’s new contracts with operators 
call for heavy cuts. New contract 
also with the stage hands. 


B-K’s Press Shift 


Chicago, March 14. 

B&K publicity department has 
been cut and changed around, Lou 
Pollock gevering connections with 
the organization. 

Revised setup now has Jim Lunt- 
zel handling Pollock’s former houses, 
the Uptown, Granada and Marbro; 
Archie Herzoff takes the Tivoli and 
Paradise; Dave Lipton adds _ the 
United Artists to the Oriental, and 
Eddie Levin assumes the South- 
town and Roosevelt. 

Bill Pine, senior head of the de- 
partment, continues in charge of 
the two major loop houses, Chicago 
and McVicker’s. 











SETTLING UTICA 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 14. 

Pending the ironing out of tech- 
nicalities arising in the deal which 
will give Warners the two former 
Fox houses at Utica, N. Y., Benja- 
min Stern, of WB, has been loaned 
to the Skouras-controlled Central 
New York Theatres Corp., to oper- 
ate the Avon, Utica, and oversee the 
Utica, which has J. J. Breslin as 
house manager, 

The deal, which will end the long 
drawn fight between the Fox 
houses and the Stanley, Warner- 
owned, is expected to closed 
within a fortnight. 


be 


CITY PLUGS ITSELF 


Baltimore, March 14. 
Municipal publicity, via the 
screen, is being plotted by this 


city. Howard W. Jackson, mayor, 
is advocating the film to be started 
immediately. 

Hope is to have the picture ready 
by May 1 for free distribution to 
theatres, 


ELLIOTT MAY TAKE P-P 2 

Publix may give up its two the- 
atres in Lexington, Ky., stepping 
out of operation in that town. Ne- 
gotiations are under way to lease 
duo, Kentucky and State, to 
John Elliott, local indie exhibitor. 








Change Title On ‘Susie’ 

Radio will chauge titlh on 
shine Susie,’ British-made 

boro picture, to ‘The 


‘Sun- 
Gains- 
Office Girl,’ 


,; over here, 


It opened in Boston as ‘Susie.’ 
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CHEVALIER 


— “ONEHOUR WITH YOU 
WITH JEANETTE MACDONALD 


GENEVIEVE TOBIN + CHARLIE RUGGLES + ROLAND YOUNG 
AN ERNST 


LUBITSC 


this is Chevalier plus! All-star supporting 
PRODUCTION. . . 


cast; Lubitsch direction; tuneful, catchy 





RR on his way! That means 


big money is on the way! You know what 


Chevalier means at the box office—but 





songs that are already big hite—and the 


raciest, funniest story that ever sent an 











audience into stitches! Preview audiences 
predict “One Hour With You” will bang 
up all-time records everywhere! Boudoirs 
and beautiful girls—love and real“ belly 
laughs—irresistible songs and irresistible 
sirens—and Chevalier! “One Hour With 


You” will say it with grosses. 
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FIEM REVIEWS 





THE WISER SEX 


(Continued from page 14) 


ing and the few moments that follow 
it appears that the boy just got a 
raise or a promotion or something 
instead of being in the fix he’s in. 
It’s more than likely that the writ- 
ing and direction had a lot to do 
with the blundering, but the actress 
must take the blame for the acting: 

Under the same heading are the 
gequences in which Miss Colbert, a 
society girl in love with a civic in- 
vestigator obviously modeled after 
Seabury, turns bimbo to get evi- 
dence in order to save him from the 
ehair. She plays hot, stewed and 
lowbrow, but never more convincing 
than the story, and the story never 
eonvinces. 

There are two murders, neither 
shown, and two shootings, William 
Boyd involved in both the 
He’s the menace, believably, and 
Lilyan Tashman is the girl friend, 
excellently. Between them _ they 
frame the upright investigator, Mel- 
vwyn Douglas, who does what he can 
with his role, but can’t avoid regis- 
tering négatively. 

Productionally the picture rates 
highly, its mountinys being always 
good to look at. Another angle for 
the eyes, and probably the picture’s 
most valuable point, is the dressing 
by the Misses Colbert and Tashman. 
That will interest the women more 
than anything else. Bige. 


MY WIFE’S FAMILY 


(BRITISH MADE) 





British International production and re- 
‘hase. Featuring Gene Gerrard. Direction 
Wonte Banks; scenario Fred Duprez and 
Val Valentine. At the Europa, N. Y., spe- 
aial trade showing March 9. Running time 
75 Mins. 
Jack GAY. cccocsiccecs 6696060084 Gene Gerrard 
Peggy, his wife, ....cce...-Muriel Angelus 
APEDSITE.carscances coer eoccccess Amy Veness 
Noah NOGE. «> occcccesecedes Charles Paton 
TEAR  ccccccsoce 6060sessseecceerpteee . were 
Willie. ceccceces evecccocccoce LOM FECIMOTS 
ee secccodesseesecs een Ena. 
Dolly SOONG ccc cpares baacecaceee Pollock 
Des Enott..icsesces eeeseee-Jimmy Godden 

Here’s an example of British 


salesmanship or showmanship. Brit- 
‘sh International got so excited over 
this film that it hired a theatre for 
9 o'clock one morning, sent out tele- 
zrams and letters and phone en- 
treaties by the bushel-basket and 
had themselves a good old-fashioned 
British trade showing. With all the 
usual mishaps of these trade show- 
ings some two dozen reviewers were 


sleepily present. And they saw a 
very usual, and pretty bad, British 
talker comedy. Times are tough 


over here these days from a prod- 
uct standpoint, so the picture will 
get some backing. But times are 
} not so tougk so that ‘My Wife’s 
amilv’ will get better than double- 





feature booking—and then only in 
' spots. 
Idea is to use all the old gags 


about mobothers-in-law and allied 
subjects and string them together 
into a hilarious comedy. 

Even that ancient piece of busi- 
ness of a man talking to a sup- 
posed doctor about his wife’s ill- 
ness, with the other actually a 
»iano tuner talking about a piano is 
used. And to make it certain three 
‘ads are brought up before a cross- 
eyed policeman who says ‘What’s 
our name?’ with the wrong mem- 
ber of the trio answering for the 
‘I wasn't talking to you’ and the ‘I 
didn’t say anything’ from the third. 

Gene Gerrard, a capable and lik- 
able young Briton, plays the lead 
as though he has never acted be- 
‘ore a camera, and is still the best 
actor in the cast. Kauf. 


UNEXPECTED FATHER 


Universal production and release. Asso- 
ciate producer, Stanley LBergerman. Di- 
rected by Thornton Freeland. Stars Slim 


Summerville and Zasu Pitts. Story by Dale 





Van Every, with dialog by Van Every, 
Robert Keith and Max Lief. Photography 
by Jerome Ash. Recording by C. Roy 
q Hunter. At Proctor’s 58th Street, for half 
week starting March 2. Running time, 
63 mins. 
Jasper Jones. ......csccees Slim Summerville 
Polly Perkins..... Séecsedeasboons Zasu Pitts 
FOES . 6060008 ccoccccscecs Cora Bue Collins 
Mrs. Hawkins sebeus + ....-Alison Skipworth 
Ivelyn Smythe............Dorothy Christy 
Mrs. Smythe....essece++ee+--Grace Hampton 
Claude ..ccoccece cccccccccesClhaude Allister 
RRORSIS scssse 00 66606066606e8K8 Tyrell Davis 
* Policeman.......+ ee ecceceeeeses rom O'Brien 
Policeman......s.6-. ° ...--Richard Cramer 


‘Unexpected Father’ carries a very 
strong child part, but picture will 
neither bring back the kids nor hold 
the adults. It’s very weak in every 
particular save the impressive per- 
formance by a tot, Cora Sue Collins, 
and would have brought a blush to 
the average independent producer 
for turning it out. As second fea- 
ture on double bills, picture is none 
too worthy. 





Slim Summerville and Zasu Pitts 
| both good fun makers with the right 

material, are at their poorest due to 
7 i story that places inept dialog in 
| iheir mouths and most of the time 


as them standing by helplessly. 


| Summerville, an ordinary mugg, 
as Struck it rich in oil and is about 
o be taken prettily by marriage to 
| t gal whose mother is interested in 
he do-re-mi, when a li‘tt!« girl who 
| ad crept into his ear. is wished on 
iim. Abused iv a step-mother wno 
eddlied vin, it devolved unon Sum- 
nerville to play papa for the kid, 
vith latter ealling him ‘daddy’ at 
! T t poortune moments for 

mie nies 
\ctio bbb eese ah ow pace 








latter. | 





| it’s 


|and tops Summerville 








F 
* 


with majority of footage 
to Summerville’s clumsy 
to both the kidlet and its nurse 
(Miss Pitts). The child, in the end. 
upsets the fleece marriage 
ville’s headed for, saving 
Miss Pitts and the ending 
about the second reel. 
Some comedy is drawn from but- 


him for 
forecast 


lers, valets and others administer- 
ing under difficulties to Summerville 


and the kid, and from another 
quence when Summerville employs 
the nursemaid. Generally, however, 
pretty flat, not more than a 
couple fairly robust laughs occur- 
ring in the entire 5,810 feet 

Sometimes Summerville is 
upon to carry things with 
mime, most of the dialog 
being of a mediocre 
Pitts has a smaller |} 


se- 


-alled 
eiaka. 
given him 

brand, 
sut better part 

in playing it. 

Summerville 
has been successful in two-reelers 
and feature length comedies, In 
dressing him up for ‘Unexpected 
Father,’ he isn’t half as funny 
in shorter sutjects. Char. 


JEAN DE LA LUNE 


(‘Moon-struck Jean’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


as 


George Marret production. Tobis Foren- 
film release for U. S. Stars Madeleine Re- 
naud. Direction Jean Choux; from play by 
the same naime by Achard; screen iapta- 
tion by Achard; m ‘ I nnel Cazeaux 
und Claude Auge At the Fifth Ave Play- 
house N. xe on grit run beginning 
Marc ar 11. Running time, 100 mins. 
Marcetine icccccccecove made — Renaud 
Clo-ClO .wcccccccces Coccevncseel fichel Simon 
Richard ..... PYTTTITT Tie Constant Remey 
JOE ccc cccecwecscccceccesese Rene Lefebvre 

Quite a charming piece of flim- 
flam this, and it comes to New 


York with a formidable record of 
box office takings in its home ter- 
ritory. Unfortunately it’s not going 
to get anywhere in New York, or 
in any other part of these United 
States. It’s too chatty to stand a 
chance here. 

French folks’ in 
French film producers have learned 
to their sorrow—don't support 
product from their Patrie. Only 
customers French pictures get on 
this side are Americans with a 
knowledge of French. And for 
them there is no hope with pictures 
of this sort. 

It’s taken from a rather success- 
ful stage piece and is done with a 
cast of stage folks pretty much en- 
tirely. Only name picture fans will 
recognize is Rene Lefebvre, who got 
himself quite a rep in ‘Le Million.’ 
He’s better here than ever, too. 
With the rest of the cast adequate. 

Story has to do with one of those 
natural two-timing lassies. She 
just can’t help looking for a new 
man every so often. Jef loves her 
and wants to make her happy. Clo- 
Clo, her pansyish brother, explains 
it by saying ‘She doesn’t know 
what she wants.’ Finally she runs 
off with a young gigolo, but by this 
time it seems the believing and all- 
forgiving love of Jef has so far in- 
fected her that she jumps off the 
train at the first stop and comes 
back. She’s a good girl from then 
on. 

Dialog and mechanics of the film 
are so good that puts it over for 
French at home. But for the U. S. 
market it’s that same dialog that 
will kill it. Plus the fact that the 
film runs about 30 minutes too Soar 

Kau 


America—as 


Lieutenant Warst du 
Husar? 


(‘Lieutenant, Were You a Hussar?’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 





Aafa production. Jos. Fliesler release in 
N. Y. Stars Mady Christians. Direction, 
Manfred Noa; scenario, B. E. Luthge; 
music, Willy Krauss; lyrics, Peter Herz; 
sets, Foefer and Schwidewsky; sound, Hans 
Grimm. At the Cam-Kino, N. Y., on grind 
two weeks, beginning March 11. Running 
time, 86 mins. 

Queen Alexandria........ ..-Mady Christians 
Fedor Karew.cccccccscccosess Gustav Diesel 
Prince Vicki......eseeeee+--Georg Alexander 
KGthesiB® ccccccccscccscccccss sbsOthe. Epita 
WRIGE 0055 560006 06n0ete0ceces ee Beer 





Probably the only interest, from 
an American standpoint, in this pic- 
ture lies in the fact that its star, 
Mady Christians, spent the past six 


months in New York. She was 
brought over by the Shuberts and 
went back a few days ago without 


a single assignment 
by this film. too 
both beautiful and cap- 


gotten 
judging 
She's 


having 
Which, 
bad. 
able. 

Picture itself isn’t too much. 
do for nabe consumption, but 
much musn’t be expected of it. 

It's one of those court and cos- 
tume musical comedies very much 
along the usual lines. The Queen is 
faced with a revolution, so abdi- 
cates. On her flight she bumps into 
the handsome leader of the revolu- 
tionists. who doesn't recognize her 
and makes a heavy play for her. Of 
course, she falls, even to the extent 
of saving his life later from counter- 


is 


It'll 


too 


revolutionists. And when she gets 
her throne back she throws it away 
agcain for the sake of love, sweet 

‘Everything considered for that 

sort of thing— it’s not bad. The act- 
ing is okay, the direction fairly 
good, the tempo not too slow, and 
the star beautiful. 

Sound could have been improved 
}upon—but maybe it’s the theatre's 
lfault. It often in these tiny for- 

cicn houses, haut 


: | 
given over | 
‘atte ntions | 


' 


Summer- | 


Miss | 


has a laugh pan, and | 


| 
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Cannonball Express | Gecistty ou. caret ae cae ees 1 de Mes Reves 
: Fan hi - Royer production, Sono-Art re- | Tillerettes, taking place on the desk (‘My Dream Woman’) 
eek ae at ng =e A sg Seaveeae of the student, slumbering instead | (GERMAN MADE) 
ituth Renick. — Story by Bernard McCon- of preparing an examination, Also Paris, Feb. 20 
ville; directed by Wallace W. Fox. At} Dunning has been used for shots ( we Y ii release. Directed by 
Loew's New York theatre, N. Y., as halt; of Paris In another sequence, | Jear tert Scenario by Pierre Gilles 
f a double bill, one day, Feb. 23. Run- Dunning also permits, whiist the | Ve! " Paul Franck Made ir 
ning time 59 mins. | lyrics mention different Paris spots, | Berlir R } Tot Kliangfilm 
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Another railroad story without or them through an open win- | ceeaiting ities ' —— 
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ment railroading but sufficient to} Sound, which is excellent, gives | MTed -----eserseeceeeeeeeess Roland Toutaim 
give an excuse for a title. It’s the] ;-.), ..),', th uaic. which mt GalliSOMn cece ceesereserorens ++ Mat vel 
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: The screen alter the final snot 
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hands of the holdup men who reb| gnaily marries her. Apart from the |! part re sti silent, O1 
the Cannonball express, of which | entertaining story, tempo of which |‘ \ decidedly Ger- 
the old man is the engineer. Rail-| j, consistently kept fast after the |™4" accent iso that many of the 
road stuff is confined to this hold-| first sequence, a considerable num- | PTOPS  & idedly German, and 
up, following the act, with a few| per of funny situations are ex- |°™° two loor shots show Teu- 
scenes around a roundhouse. The} pounded. [SOS SRO ORE. 
rest is purely domestic drama, and| Cast is excellent throughout and|.,”..” inconvincing, aims merely 
never very dramatic. l includes the 24 Mangan Tillerettes, . giving Re land I putain a char 
The thin plot is deyeloped through | which do not, as usual, appear on |.” do hi al antics. It shows him 
the medium of poor dialog and|the Paramount stage, since stage |*{° 80 impecunious gigolo a 
starts with the birth of the hero in- show has been suppressed with a - —_— — pele to beat a hotel 
stead of jumping into the story, this picture. Henry Garat as the np lrdiaay- > 3 e fin ally lands a rich 
which makes the first couple of] jeading man is excellent. His prog- | *°" gg Rape izy Vernon, de- 
reels excess baggage. Story never | ress in pictures during th eh spi e two rich ( ld boys who try to 
rises to dramatic heights with the | £¢ \ rs has been meteoric and _— i. ne fe = 2; P P 
ingle exception of one scene in| he cives an impersonation of the ee gn oe eee eee 
which Tom Moore disowns his sup-| carefree student. which results in % epee: SR Be = {2 SO Ok DOTS 
posedly dishonest son. That's about|the female part e audience, | ane bernard and Mr. el Vibert. 

q : } the female part of the a idience Suzy Vernon as the femme i oan 
the only time anyone gets a chance | with an eye for his tall figure and |actine ana afte ot nm a whl 3: 
to get out in front. s.a., concurring in the title ‘He Is | Fare wha hows z nd po 1] Sid ae 

Story can be paired up on a&/Charming.’ Equivalent praise to | of the i; ipecur Fea r rw As pa a — 
double bill, but will experience diffi- | Meg Lemonnie., locally popular in | ang shows 1 sree way ee i ee 
culty in standing on its own feet.| light musicals who does femme lead Sound merely f ‘ir Photography 
Announced running time is 63 mins.,| with such success. Girl is young, |exceedingly poor anda lool egg bo | 
but clocked only 59 at the New/ attractive, can act and sing, and | years behind in saat ati ey aul 
York, suggesting that the actual/ throws it all on the screen. Two | eee Pea 
holdup of the train may have been|men character parts, done by 
eliminated. Photography g00d,/ Baron Fils and Dranem, are oke Pour un s D’A 
sound fair. in their parts, contributing many ou mour 

laughs. (‘For One Cent’s Worth of Love’) 


Zwei Herzen in Ein 


Schlag 


(‘Two Hearts in One Beat’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, March 1. 

Ufa production and release. Manuscript, 
Franz Schulz after a comedy by Birabeau 
and Dolly. Production, Guenther Stapen- 
horst. Direction, Wilhelm Thiele. Photog- 
raphy, Carl Hoffmann. Architecture, v. 
Arent and Schlichting. Sound, Dr. Erich 
Leistner. Music and musical management, 
Jean Gilbert. Recorded on Klangfilm. Cast: 
Lilian Harvey, Wolfgang Albach-Retty, 
Rosa Valetti, Kurt Lilien, Gtteo Waliburg, 
Tibor v. Halmay, Franz Rott, Hermann 
Blass. Running time, 82 minutes. At 
Gloria Palast, Berlin. 





The naive part of this picture is 
applauded, while the more preten- 
tious sequences are razzed. Two 
things must be noted. The story is 
illogical (manuscript, Franz Schulz), 
but the pictorial impression is full 
of charm, due to directing and the 
performance of Lilian Harvey. 

The direction of Wilhelm Thiele, 
however (who made “Three of the 
Gasoline Station’), is high grade. 
Lilian Harvey is altogether charm- 
ing.. Her new .artner, who played 
in place of Willy Fritsch, ill at the 
time, Wolfgang Albach-Retty, is a 
good looking, fresh boyish type, and 
a welcome new appearance in the 
German pictures. 

He is a good dancer, has an un- 
pretentious, good baritone voice, and 
has a future, There are further as- 
sets in Rosa Valetti, funny Kurt 
Lilien, bubbling Otto Wallburg and 
Tibor von Halmay and Herman 
Blass. Excellent Karl Hoffman's 
photography, very good also is the 
reproduction on Klangfilm. Unfor- 
tunately, Jea@ Gilbert’s hits and 
melodies were unimportant. 

Through the good directing and 
charming acting, however, this pic- 
ture will probably be a success in 
the German provinces, Magnus. 


IL EST CHARMANT 


(‘He Is Charming’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Paris, March 1. 
Joinville production and 
Paramount release. Directed by Louis 
Mercanton. Scenario by Albert Wiile- 
metz. Music by R. Moretti. Recorded 
Western Electric. Running time 87 min- 
utes Paramount, Paris. February 25. 
Jacqueline ....seeeseee--Meg Lemonnier 
Jacques ccoceceemsenry Gafat 
BM. Foto ccoccccesseccccccsscmeee. Bae 
EMO POSIGORE cccccscccesvsce .Cassive 
Mme de la Tremblade..Marthe Derminy 
Gaby Corer ceseseeseces 
The Typist . 
The Girls’ Captai ‘iy 
The Page ... 
Garbarin . 

and the 


An unquestionable smash, with 
tremendous entertaining qualities 
for local audiences, being amusing, 
excellently acted, and supported by 
exceedingly catchy music. Contrary 
to all operettas exhibited here so 
far, which are either of American 
or German origin, this one is just 
as indisputably French as French- 





Paramount 


eee erases 
eee 


ouss 

.-Suzette O' Ni! 
-Rachel Carlez 
ecesseceses-J08n Mercanion 
Dranem 


24 Mangan Tillerettes, 


fried potatoes, and evidences the 
result of the sales force insistence 
on the production plant. Albert 


Willemetz, who authored the pro- 
duction, has discovered a screen 
operetta formula that is locally as 


new as the stage operetta formula 


he devised 15 years ago for ‘Phi- 
phi.’ 

Production cannot be called 
spectacular, but the sets are quite 
nice. Cost is nevertheless sround 


$100,006 on account of the amount 





|of music 


and finish of recording 


Photo good, with much tri 


] 
| 
‘ 
' 





Film is nowhere risque, except at 
the very beginning when a party 
of students invade the home of an 
aged professor, with one. of the 
girls disrobing and forcibly sharing 
his bed. This is done by Moussia 
(Countess de Breteuil), famous for 
her legs on the stage. Despite this 
absence of smut, the English censor 
had something to say before the 
film could play in French at the 
Carlton, London. For France it’s 
just a natural. Mari. 


Ariane, Jeune Fille Russe 
(‘Ariane, Russian Maid’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, March 1. 


and release. Directed 
From the scenario by 
Joinville stu- 
German ver- 
Running time 8&5 
February 26. 

I eoceseee--Gaby Morlay 
Aunt Warwalra..ceccseeses-hachel Devirys 
NSB cccscccce 06asecconceeseo MOT FTOMe 
Constantin...c.ccccccceecees victor Francen 
The Professor.. Jean Dax 
Dr. Kundert. Durthal 


Natan 
by Paul 
Claude 
dios in 
sions. 
minutes. 
Arian eee 


production 
Czinner. 
Anet. Made in Natan 
French, English 
Recorded RCA. 
Marivaux, Paris, 


and 


Peete eee tere eeeeere 





One of the most arty production 
yet screened outside of sureseaters, 
being the filmization of a strictly 
psychological study, with practical- 
ly no action. This explains the odds 
producer was against, since kine- 
matic action is out of the question, 
and painfully slow sequences are 
necessary to give the audience a re- 
action of the principals’ feelings 

The novel by the late Claude Anet 
was a best seller. It depicted how a 
Russian maiden, studying in Paris, 
falls heavily for a man of the world. 
In an attempt to satisfy him, she 
pretends that he is far from being 
her first affair, but at the last mo- 





(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, March 1. 

Jacques Halk production, starring Andre 
Bauge, adapted to the screen by Henri 
Falk, from a scenario by Alfred Machard. 
Recorded RCIA. Running time 85 minutes. 
Olympia, Paris. Cast: Josseline Gael, Ane 
dre Carnege, Raymond Cordy, Charles De- 
champs, J: “an Diener and others. 


Especially during the first half of 
the film, Andre Bauge is made to 
sing in and out of season, which 
slows up the tempo. This is imma- 
erial in the first sequences because 
they are extraneous to the film, 
showing him on board ship before 
he lands, in events which have 
nothing to do with the story. Shots 
were taken aboard ship of the Mes- 
sageries Maritimes, which advertis- 
ing is so credited on the screen. 

Andre Bauge not only sings well 
but photographs and acts nicely, 


i 
which he is exceedingly well AB 
ported by Charles Deschamps. Ray- 
mond Cordy, who starred in Rene 
Clair’s ‘A Nous La. Liberte,’ does 
very well the secondary part of a 
chauffeur. Balance fair support, but 


Josseline Gael, who is the femme 
element, doesn’t get much of a play, 
and when she does, is not photo- 
graphed to best advantage. 

Besides dragging tempo, the tech- 
nique and photography are mostly 
indifferent. Only noticeable thing 
in direction is the inclination to 
shoot scenes under an angle near- 
ing verticle as if seen from a hole 
in the ceiling. A few library shots 
of African landscapes have been in- 
terpolated. 

Mostly for neighbs and sticks, 
where Bauge'’s name will draw. 

Mavi. 


FORGOTTEN WOMEN 

















ment confesses to the truth, and Monogram production and releas Die 
finding that he is really the first | rected by i: hard Thorpe. Story by Wel- 
man wins him over to real love in| lyn. Totman, with adaptation “by Adele 
the final scenes, ae me sessed Photog aphy by Archie Stout 
Odd dialog is not helped by poor er vi ior er nat Bao Fn . 
sound, and though the second half Stanley N. Y., as half double nl coe can 
speeds up a bit, tempo is slow at eer Marc! li. Running time 67 mir es, 
the best. Also, many situations fit Nir ime Due ses ccssessusconstcse Re Hing 
for print, cannot but be hinted at on] Fern Madden... 2. PRM Be ery] ,-%. = 
the screen. The girl’s first resist- | Sissy Salem........ -»»-Virginia Lee Corbin 
ance to seduction in the man’s Helen ZOQPBOPr. vigevense Carmelit “Geraghts 
apartment, is evidenced by a cup | he sae POTFOREE. 060+ 00. Fat a Murphy 
being upset on the tea table with| Dugan... ack carivie 
the prineipals out of sight. The | Swineback ......csceseeesss-Edward Kane 
girl’s retiring afterward to the | WAlUs .--.cscesseccesceeees-G. DL. Wood 
dressing room seems slightly coarse, “ : meeps 
considering the general delicacy of Romantic theme with a good deal 
treatment. | of plet and many situations built 
Music is Injected in a theatre| @0und a newspaper reporte: and @ 
scene, when the man first romaix on | Biv film extra. One girl who's ‘for- 
the girl, with a long rendering of | S0tten is the daughter of the news- 
‘Don Giovanni’ whilst no action! Paper publisher for whom the hero 
takes place one stage is unseen. | works and another one, who's nearly 
‘he same starring Francen-Mor- | forgotten, is the picture extra 
ay com! nation is used as in ‘Apres | W! picture will mos piay 
Amo other parts being little doubie feature bills, in some ns 
more ile extras. Francen has an! it iS strong enough to play alone. 
exceedingly tough part to play, and| 1" that picture has Hollywood as 
gets by nicely, though his well mod- | 'ts locale, with many familiar scenes 
ulated stage voice is often poorly | 2Tound studies and exteriors in the 
recorded. Gaby Morlay, foremost | film capital, it rates some appeal. 
French dramatic actress, is good at| AS well, this might be the tack on 
pantomiming feelings, but miscast | Which to exp loit the picture, espe- 
as an ingerue, despite heavy make- | cially if played singly 
up, which is often noticeable, and | Some of the photograp! is not 
frequent poor lighting Her one; UP to standard, but on a ie 
really youthful appearance is when,| Picture is technically fairly good. A 
having had a tussle with her lover,| part of the ellowness of a few 
she appears with towels for band- | frames may have been due to faulty 
ages, getting practically the only | projection at — house. 
laugh of the performance. Leads are handled by Rex Bell 
Well received by boulevard audi- | 9nd Marion Shilling who . k to- 
ences. For others, it will have to; sether smoothiy. In support Beryl 
depend on Victor Francen and Gaby | Mercer occasionally is inclined to 
Morlay'’s names for draw, since they | overpla role of a former 
appreciate more fast action in pic- | famous staze star who has been 
tures than arty filmizations of psy-' forced to work as a humble extra, 
chological reactions, Mari. ; (4 ed on page 25) 
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The lure of Landi 
in “The Yellow 
Ticket’? landed | 
her at the top of 





audience- made | 
stars. Grab an 
early date on her 
latest smash! 








McLaglen + Alexander Kirklan 
Paul Cavanagh + Barbara Wee 


Beryl Mercer 


Novel by SAM TAYLOR; 
Nalbro Bartley Production 


RELEASED MARCH 27 
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tin Appeal Now 


Buy the magic 
tag of Bennett — 
and you'll sell the 
| crowds! A smart 
| b. o. story, gor- 

geous gowns and 
| John Boles’ sing- 


ing, as extra bait 


a 





2 —e 





~« John BOLES 
| Raul Roulien ° Nora Lane 


Minna Gombell . Weldon Heyburn 
; Story by Directed by 
Reita Lambert KENNETH MacKENNA 
RELEASED APRIL 3 


*|. ARE PAY DATES 
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24 _ VARIETY PICTURES 
° PHILADELPHIA 
INDE EXCHANGES Comparative Grosses for February Fos-6 | —Feb_18—) Fob 0) Fob — 
: MASTBAUM Prestige Two Kinds of} Tomorrow Fireman 
High. .$76,000| $39,000 Women $38,000 $37,000 
f ; Low... 27,500} Stage Show $44,500 
i (Continued from page 10) EARLE Lovers Men of Plumber X Marks Spot 
High. ae Courageous Chance $22,000 $19,569 
NEWARK, N. J. Low... 17,000] $21,000 $20,000 
Vaude 
—_ , os Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 FOX Silent Business and| Caballero Cheaters at. 
cain agape film exchange "S| SRANFORD High Forbidden. | Man Who | Hatchet Man | High. .$41,000/ Witness Pleasure $20,500 Play 
a ae | High. .$30,500} Pressure $14,000 Played God $17,000 Low... 15,000 $17,000 $18,200 $18,000 
These exchanges see better time s om... ee $13,700 $12,000 Stage Show 
ahead for '32-33 if indie production Stage Show it S-ebbe STANLEY Taxi Hell Divers Hell Divers Broken 
a Sonera. , ~ STATE | Mata Hari Champ West of Emma High. .$37,000} $14,000 21,500 $15,000 Lullaby 
There are between 150 and 200) High. .$32,000 $25,000 $24,000 Broadway $25,000 Low... 8,000 (24 week) $21,500 
independently operated film ex- | Low. 11,500 Vande $20,000 = = 
changes in the country, according RKO ~ Prestige — ~Girl of Rio Woman Panama Flo MINNEAPOLIS 
to estimates. There will probably PROCTOR’S $13,000 $20,000 Commands $20,000 
be more before the new selling sea-| High. .$33,000}  Vaude $25,000 sie Feb. 6 Feb. 13 | _Feb. 20 _ Feb. 27 _ 
son is fairly well advanced, it 1S} Low 7,000 i a ee - Fomorrow | Union Depot Shanghai Sroken 
predicted by men in that field. CAPITOL “Woman of Silent 3 Wise Girls | Hell’s House SOTA $18,200 $22 000 Express Luliaby 
Increase in double featuring also Monte Carlo Witness and and High. .$45,200| Stage Show $25,000 $22 600 
has given the indie exchange a and _ and — Jekyll Tonight or |Low... 16,000 
» break. File 113 ete eee $5,700 rere § RKO Panama Flo | Rue Morgue Man Who Lady with a 
$4,700 $5.01 : ORPHEUM, $12,000 $11,000 Played God Past 
* High.. . Vaude $13,000 $12,500 
7 
Cla BALTIMORE Low... 5,000 as 
im Less Ball Playing Feb. 27 oT 328,000 Fed Rs, an Millionaire Taxi 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 eb. | High. .$28, hance ressure $4,500 $6,400 
Among Theatre-Salesmen CENTURY | Plumber | Hatchet Man Greeks Beast of City| Low... 3,000 $6,900 $6,000 el 
High. .$29,600 $20,500 $18,000 $23,500 $27,500 LYRIC Plumber No One Man Unexpected Caballero 
‘ P ere Low... 9,000) Stage Show od ____ | High. . .$7,000 $7,000 3,500 Father $5,200 
They're still wor king to end STANLEY Tomorrow Arrowsmith Freaks Shanghai Low. ++ 1,200 eT os 9 Je cen 
verbal and other side agreements High. .$33,500 $18,100 $21,000 $14,000 Express 
between members of major film Low... 10,400 i , $19,500 SEATTLE 
males forces and theatres. rhat wee “VALENCIA Hell Divers | Union Depot Tomorrow Arrowsmith eM 
agreements, frequently involving | High. $11,000 $4,000 $2,900 $2,900 $2,900 Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 _ Feb. 27 
kickbacks, or other favors, to em-|Low... 1,800 FIFTH AVE.| Tomorrow Shanghai Man | Killed | Beast of City 
ployees of producer-distributors KEITH’S |Nice Women False High Husband's High. .$26,000 $10,100 Express $8,000 $9,200 
when playing ball with the exhibi- | High. .$20,000 $15,000 Madonna Pressure Holiday Low... 7,800) Stage Show $14,100 
tor, have been materially reduced | Low... 4,000 Vaude $13,000 $16,000 $10,000 ORPHEUM | Panama Flo Rue Morgue Lady with a Prestige 
during the current season, is the| PARKWAY | Hell Divers Lovers Tomorrow Arrowsmith | High. .$32,000 $6,000 $5,400 Past $9,200 
claim. High.. $6,000 $5,200 Courageous $3,800 $4,700 Low... 6,000 Vaude __ $11,200 
For years the inability to curb Low 2.500! $3,800 MUSIC BOX| Union Depot | Arrowsmith Arrowsmith Man Who 
— private understandings by exhibit- High. .$17,000 $5,000 $8,600 9 82000 Played God 
f ors with film salesmen, exchange DENVER Low... 2,500 (2d_week) $5,000 
bookers, and sometimes’ branch LIBERTY Leftover Sky Spider Pocatello Kid Sherlock 
managers, has been a thorn in the Feb. 6. Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 ign. .0re Ladies $5,900 $5,800 Holmes 
distributor’s side. It has cost the DENVER Emma Tomorrow Shanghai Broken ow... _5, $5,100 $5,400 
distrib untold thousands in lost | High. .$27,700 $21,000 $11,600 Express Lullaby 
rentals, disgruntled accounts and | £OW..-.- 7,000) Stage Show $15,500 $12.000 BOSTON 
good will. PARA- Hell Divers Wayward Safe in Hell |No One Man 
MOUNT $10,000 $6,200 $7,800 $6,100 aed Feb. 6 | _ Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 
High. .$22,000} (24 week) METRO- Union Depot Tomorrow Millionaire | 
D | at 15 M Low... 3 POLITAN $30,000 $34,000 $39,700 
e uxer C eans TABOR High Taxi Rue Morgue Gay High. .$66,000| Stage Show 
* High. .$14,000| Pressure $8,000 $9,000 Caballero Low... 19,500 
Havoc Among Grinds Low... 5 $9,000 $8,000 STATE Beast Greeks Arrowsmith 
ALADDIN Menace Forbidden Man Who impatient | High. .$40,000 $14,000 $19,000 $18,600 
High. .$16,600} $5,000 $6,000 Played God Maiden Low... 10,000) _Vaude 
Los Angeles, March 14. Low... 1,650} $9 000 $5,000 RKO Rue Moraue Panama Flo Lady with a 
With the reopenec Los Angeles Hioh S412 $15,000 $13,100 Past 
theatre averaging a gross of $3,400 igh. .$41,200 $11,790 
weekly for the five weeks it has WASHINGTON Low... 8,500 (2d_week) | 
been operated by Joe Leo, the Fox- KEITH’S /|Final Edition Ladies of Behind the 
West Coast, Palace and the in- rs: = ree. Feb. ad oe ar BOSTON $20,000 Jury Mask 
® @ependent Roxie, b EARLE Taxi Hatchet Man Fireman Shanghai High. .$23,000 Vaude $19,400 $19,200 
. » both twin Dill | High. .$25,000} $17,000 $16,000 $19,500 Ex ow 
! ‘ nai dal + Paes , , ’ press Low... 13,300 — 22 
houses are handing out 10c service Low... 6,000] Stace Show $17,500 —----—- -- — — $$$ —$_—________ 
Passes, good after 7 p.m, when their 
established admission price is 25c. Hick $29,300 "Seas "gie.000 $12.008 $20,000 LOUISVILLE 
. Service passes cut their admis-|Low... 8,500 Vaude Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 __Feb. 27 _ 
_ sion to 15c, same admission as the | COLUMBIA | Mata Hari | Mata Hari | Hell Di Hell Di 
| LAA. is getting for a single feature | High. .$19,000| $15,000 $10,500 $13,000 *37,000 ve Ss Beast veumber Freaks ~ Greeks 
: : 5 , ’ » ’ tiigh. .$28,000 $6,100 $8,300 $5,300 $7,900 
P 7 ave Low... 4 (2d_week) (24 week) | Low. 5,300 (New Low) 
ea of getting into the coast’s FOX Silent Business and} Millionaire Caballero ; th ; > 
most elaborate theatre for 15c has | High..$41,500} Witness Pleasure $21,000 $22,700 aiFW ALTO, Droste “artes” a rte 
taken on with the locals who are | Low... 12,000 = $15,000 $23,500 Low... 3,275 $8,400 ; = 
passing up the older double bill tage Show ~ BROWN in Hell | Ruli i , 
houses to patronize the $1,000,000} KEITH’S Girl of Rio | Panama Flo |Lady With a Lost High 34 200 aig s00 ” 2 $3,900 _ —— pM a gt °C gee 
theatre. High. .$20,000 $17,000 $10,000 Past Squadron Low. 1.700 _ Dave) ’ 
Low... 4,600) Vaude $17,000 $17,000 = = 
Toledo May Get 50% SAN FRAN APOLIS 
Cut in Theatr Li CISCO Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
e censes Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 . Feb. 27 LYRIC Taxi Cheaters Fine Women Silent 
Toledo, March 14. FO Hell Divers | Guardsman | Two Kinds of | Woman From oo sisi wanee Witness 
Theatre managers here may get | High. ‘$70,000 $44,000 $31,500 Women Monte Carlo ae 2.38 
a break after years of fighting | Low... 18,000) Stage Show $30,000 $21,000 PALACE Cc Lovers Greeks Freaks Polly of the 
enormous license fees. Council] WARFIELD Chan's Hell Divers Plumber |Hatchet Man *'35.000 —— aaa Circus 
finance committee has approved a | High. .$48,000 Chance $18,000 $24,000 $19,800 : —____ 28.000 
*-----50% cut which will now go before | Low... 8,200 $16,500 INDIANA |Hatchet Man Prestige Shanghai Fireman 
the city fathers for a final vote. mount Mata Hari Mata Hari Broken ¥16,008 rEnere py rate 
Present theatre rates are $25 up U $28,000 $13,500 Lullaby - moot cetiidieaaittiaeliiaas 
to 150 seats; $50 to 500; $100 to | High. .$36,000 (24 week) $14,000 Ieee aE eee Wayward | No One Man | Safe in Hell 
750, $150 to 1,000, and $15 for each | Low-.+— 6,200 $7,000" “— mee... $4,000 
100 seats over $1,000. Managers GOLDEN House Unexpected Big Shot Secret = ~— a. 
say business is so bad that they | 4; 1A 15,000 a cree $17,000 Witness - $3.7 — 
P igh.. F 12,0 13,00 14,000 
Can't pay the fee. Low... 9,800 Vaude $ $ KANSAS CITY 
. Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
Stay Chamberlain Sale CINCINNATI MAIN- Men of Rue Morgue | Lacy with a Ladies of 
Sunbury, Pa., March 14. - ge YO Chance $15,800 Past Jury 
The sale of the Chamberlain <CEEE eb: 6 ; ret: 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 — has ny $18,000 $18,200 
Amusement Company, Inc., th : adies o axi ireman Panama Flo — ; . oF 
properties, acheduled tor March 16. High. .$35,500 Jury $18,500 $25,000 $24,500 MIDLAND oe Sw Plumber Freaks Polly of the 
has been postponed, Deputy Sheriff Low... 17,000 ec High. .$35,000 aes $14,200 $8,000 oe 
Edward Brennan, of Sunbury, this PALACE owner na’ Wieraus Shanghai Arrowsmith | bow--- 7,800 . ww 
, ¢ ' ro ' - 
a announced. Argument is to| High. .$28,100 $10,000 $9,500 Express $16,000 NEWMAN Tomorrow Millicnaire Shanghai Man Who 
e presented to court on a motion] Low.. 8,000 $17,500 High. .$33,000 $8,700 $7,000 Express Played God 
by stockholders to stay the sale.| ~¢q_pi¢ro . Low... 4, $15,000 $7.40 
SA. Welsts. Giteteer Ger tha etaah CAPITOL _ Lovers Greeks Strangers Poliy of the | —— a a ee __ 37.900 
. oe ai, y for the s Ock~ | High. .$22,000) Courageous $11,500 in Love Circus LIBERTY High Hatchet Man No One Man Shanghai 
olders, filed the motion. He was|Low... 6,500 $10,500 $9,000 $10,500 Pressure $4,500 $4,500 Express 
accompanied to court by Stephen L. LYRIC | Prestige | Hatchet Man| Lady with a| Man Who pu. 00 —— 35.600 
Gribben, Shamokin, Pa., attorney | High. .$23,900 $8,000 $9,000 Past Played God iia 
and receiver for the theatre claim.| Low... 5,000 7 $12,000 $10.000 PITTSBURGH 
Reading bank interests are press- Feb.6 | F eb. [ ee oo F 
ing for a sale. e e 3 | __ Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
The theatres involved are in PROVIDENCE _ DAVIS Good Sport |Woman from| Reckless Age| Unexpected 
Shamokin, Mt. Carmel, Mahanoy High. .$10,000 $3,000 Monte Carlo $3,000 Father 
City, Tamaqua and Lansford, two STATE = rete Se ree. 33 ret ? Fee 27 ered Sacicide Flea —% 300 = $4,500 
in the last named place. : east of Uity reeks reaks Polly of the uicide ect restige Steppi L h 
—" High. .$28,000 $12,900 $12,000 $8,000 Circus High. .$12,000 $6,400 $6,100 Sistere: ae 3 
PPR 3 Low... 8,000 ___ | (New Low) $13,600 Low... 1,900 » % $5,500 $4.000 
id etainine Reade’s 1 PARA- Tomorrow Broken Wayward Strangers HARRIS Men of Speckled ~ Girl of Ri ball 
g 7 MOUNT $10,000 Lullaby $9,700 in Love High. .$11,000 Chance Band ane . i 
Contrary to reports, Publix will | High. .$18,00G) Staze Show $10,000 $8,000 Low... 1,200 $4,250 and Cannonball . 
continue in full operating control of | Low. _4,000 _ ‘sila ae Vaude Air Eagles Express 
th Walter Reade theatres in New| ARKO. Rue Morgue Panama Flo | Lady with a Lost $3,400 2.6590 
Jersey, numbering 17 and located| E $14,500 $12,100 Past Squadron STANLEY Forbidden Hatchet Man| Tomor Fireman 
in six towns. | High. .$20,000 Vaude $16,000 $14,700 High. .$48,000 $30,000 $23,500 $21,000 $71,000" 
It wus said that the string mi Low... 3,000 Low... 11,000) Stage Show 
be returned to Reade under a part- FAY’S Silent Cheaters at Gay One Man _ PENN Corsair Arrowsmith | Freaks | Shanghai 
nership arrangement similar mm Witness Play Caballero Law High. .$41,000 $22,500 $28,000 $16,000 Express 
those recently effected ‘n the south, | baa $6,800 $7,200 7,200 Low.. . 13, 700) s Stage Show 1 ae $21,600 
with Reade in charge of operation. | — anes ———— sh aa 























(Continued on page 27) 
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Stock Market INCORPORATIONS “IMPRESSIONS OF 1932” “NOVEL. NOTIONS” 
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Albany, March 1 | 
(Continued from page 7) At the same time the old Keith ivi magg ° “i WALTER DARE Ww E Ss L E Y 


Original Automatic Machines, Ine., 


ment over the week-end declared a 6's dropped 4 points net to 46 on Manhattan; theatrical enterprises, de 
moratorium on all the firm’s obliga- dealings in only $7,000, leaving the] vices and machines; 1,100 shares—1,00 E D > Y 
tions and stood ready to close banks Saturday final quotation only 3] 4 $50 and 100 B no par. 

Ss, : € S b 


in the event of panicky runs. Swe-|POimts above the year's bottom. Eumatone Productions Company, Inc.. 

















| +s ° —~ * 
ew York; notic ic a3) iness a ' R 
dish stock exchange was ordered | Here also it-was not so much the] shares, no pate ness 10 hain soapy eo Dir.: Cargill-Dobson ah 
peel hth i : actual decline that seemed signifi- Saktiets Pines, Bae. Now. York: thc. | With EMMET OLDFIELD "ie 
pa cant as it was the indisposition of | atrical; $8,000. ' a = ooo Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 
Possibility of European disturb- See oe 





: sponsors to give support. Tift » de ee 
tances over this development were : i ifany Motion Pictures, Ltd., \ 





FRANK MELINO M 























; 7 hh rhe S wl ; 4 lv re- tan; motion pictures of all kinds: 1 : WELL re 
in part offset by the moral victory fl oi tka eels ; 9 Rong oni rc, | Shares no par. PAUL | i I LE _ wd AL MERLING 
, Bee , ‘ . a ec B CaKness ne companys} . ; 
of the conservatives in the German wor" : Ithough it did sin! ra “ee Gel-Berg Amusement Corp., Bronx ve ith he} 
elections, indicating the ultimate a ; o oy , Pig ; - nt ate i ‘a ™ tmusements of all kinds: $5.000 In Person , . i t Garossman ; au ie 
- : » ¢ hoe : y > lew iow on the ioveme fanda de-| . . x Dir Lyons & Lyons ' reese bia 
defeat of Hitler and disposing of | ~ “i “ape : +). | .. Foreign-American Film and = Tradin- EG LE BATES ; 
troubles from political upheavals in | ‘ se od 114, from the best of the} Corp.,. New York; motion picture bu P G : Wi 
e » real: e > née - 200 shares ‘ ar. } ovid’s sreatest Mor DEC Fi 9" a 
that quater” he mews frm Bertin | MEEK Detor sr se sre co } RITA DE-LANO | P| pisces aongzet Ben 
was distinctly heartening to a hesi- P-P Bonds Supported th gag pe Pt a gee eae Agency it] 
tating market and furnished the Weakness here may mean nothing} no par ; on : ; That Mountain of Blues aed Po ELGINS — a 
market's bull sponsors with sorely more than he absence of sponso! =| Flammertone Film Corp., New Yo Dir.: Lyons & Lyons nioying Themselves” { ‘i 
needed ammunition as indicating a} ship Performance for instance of | motion pictures; 200 shares no pa | FINN D ret Ciae whites . 
step toward foreign adjustment,| Par-Publix 5'2’s was a contrast to Hagert Productions, Inc., Manhattan: | FRANK = a “i ah 
5 een £ } avors acti 4 Tots dealings ij i ie thes ical; 200 shares no par | Dir.: Tishman & O'Neil : 4 
confirming the favorable action a|RKO. Total dealings in this lien ieatrical; par. Ch 440 
‘bef rE r. | reac -espectable i anhattar ester Hale’s Novel ‘Girls cf} 
, few days before of England in pay- reached the re spectable total of etek tek Ge ne eaten : the- Chester Hale’ 8 Tmprecion Girls ty } * ti 
ing back a huge credit before it was | $160,000 and the closing price was 00 aeamenneh- ae par : 7 rity ee 43 
1 , ictc aintai ‘ re ‘ Pea oti . amie te Te 1 * 1 ° 4 
due. Many economists maintain that] 53, up a fraction on the week. t Viddi ; _ = z ~ ees . “ cee : bij 
foreign stability is one of the essen- | does seem reasonable that the vol- mations taanee te ego par. “FROLICS OF 4932” “DANCE. DREAMS” I ahi 
tials to American business rehabili- | ume represented profit taking, since Bioodstream, Inmc., Manhattan; thi am 12), State, Cl veland = (Week Mar. 1, Capitol, New York 1} ’ 
tation. The conservative Hinden- | that was characteristic of all bonds, | atrical; 200 shares—100 preferred $10: FR tie Bae amas | ic Bt q 4 
berg party just missed election and but offerings were well taken. and 100 common no par. ee a 1. | 
it is taken for granted that he will Signiticance of this may be that The Bert Theatres, Inc., Manhatia: iA} 
win in the ‘run-off’ poll set for the clique still supposed to be work- | theatrical; 200 shares no par. STEVE and uc and ll es i si 
April 10 ing in Paramount stock found it] Birth Productions, Inc., Manhattan i} Li 
’ ’ rood tactics to give support to the| tehatrical; -00 shares no par | i Hae 
Brokers’ Loan Paralle bonds in order to make their stock | H. V. Theatrical Ent., Ine., Kingston; | JOHNNY ; 4} 
. : | theatrical: $500 | >} 
The German outcome was wel- | look good Par stock was in some- ge yo : en “Rhythm for Sale” ie 
come, for last week had brought out thine of a spot during the week pie “ean 200 sae Pages weir isan Dir John Hyde—Wm. Morris Agency, I Persona ection: Nat Naszaro q { 
a number of adverse items. rhe any way. Study of the sale ot Para- Radio Personalities, Ine., Manhattsr . —— eee 
Steel tonnage report was worse than] mount's Columbia Broadcasting half 





general theatrical business; 100 shar 


expected; the market’s teclinical po- |interest appeared to traders to put] no par. ; ai PASOUALI Bros IVAN -TRIESALT 
sition was a matter of uncertainty|a bearish interpretation on the Reewich Productions, Inc., Manhattan: | 4 m 








pecan alla RN OF 
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due to the new rule of the exchange | transaction. Traders seemingly fig- | theatricai; 300 shares no par. oa ae Famous International Dancer 
restricting short selling and the im-| ured that the loss of revenue to Par. : anges mt gro Exchanges, Inc., Buf- | JOYCE COLES and Pantominist iE 
pending Congressional inquiry into| (CBS netted $2,350,000 last year) alo; pictures, accessories; $20,000. | ; i 
~ ion 46d ae ce maa far fr ji ; , any K. and S. Amusement Corp., Manhat- | ase . | j 
Exchange practices; and the brok- | was far from being offset by any tans Ceenttiond: banoee P-, i The Dancing Chanmes’ 0 LIVE S | B LEY is 
ers’ loans figures showing an in-]| benefit a:cruing to the picture firm ante mar = met a a 2 nc tj 
ae “s . . aking car its stock re ‘a ark e ic ervice, Inc., | eae Ye, an 7 . ” iF 
crease of $57,000,000 aroused doubts from taking care of its stock repur Mantiattan: theatre ticket neesen; $16. | CARLOS PETERSON i'l “The Songbird of Two Continents ty ; 
in some quarters. That increase is| chase agreement and the acquisition 000. | “C ; C ] . Dir.: Cargill-Dobson i} 
the largest since July 1, when climb- | of about $1,000,000 in new working Audio Publix Projection Room., Inc., yrations atore H 4 : 
ing loan figures signaled the top of|capital. Anyhow, the downtown tip] Manhattan; moving pictures of all kind NICHOLAS DAKS MARY MILES | 
" ; ° ras keep o * Paramount stock | $5,000. “TT oe Hollywood's Acrobatic § tio 4 
the Hoover moratorium run up. was to pout of 4 ; : ‘ T wists and Turns oliywood’s Acrobatic Sensation \t 
Suspicion is created that much of|for the present, giving the supposed | , Lincoln & Douglas Motion Picture Dir.: Cargill-Dobson ' HH 
he spicion 1s ealec ‘ it] ; pool time to absorb whatever sales Corp., New York County; picture appa a eenanessienanigiebapitanitdhestiaks i | | 
the new borrowings are either for OC ; » ADSO “——- : = . ratus, theatrical; 40 shares no par. , . : | ’ bi +1 
weak lone outside accounts or rep-| Pressure appears to be hanging over| Frank Rowland Productions, Inc., Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls [|] Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels | || ii 
resent loans made to bull cliques the issue J eden’ —! theatrical; 200 shares m } 1 Bi it 
engaged in trying to attract a public surnovel in Par. kstr _ pete Ralves Exhibitors Film Delivery, Inc. A LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION i : 
following to their pet stocks. Mean- dui a ‘a5 enn: thea gh age Pang York; pictures and theatrical pro “WHIRLIGIGS”’ “CUBAN HOLIDAY” ; , 
ile the public declines utterly to} reaches Se Racing we fee Dee: 120 onares Re. par. ; tury, i : 
i afees ae the market. It is con-| Week on the decline of less than 144, Synchro-Art Pictures Corp., New Yor! ee $3), _Gendurs A . a (Mar. ae Loew's, Jersey City ; 


. 2 ck , > precede Te ¢ 000 | County; theatrical enterprises all kinds speamnt, ——— A oe 
ceded that public sentiment is im- | Volume receded to less than 60, 200 shares no par 


proved by the government's financial shares. Pegs: A age? dnoekie i ee ee cee ene, Bitns Teas 
. : tatiat? on a setoack rouk B & avorabie ndoor and outdoor amusements al! 
4 yne of the statisti- |»; : > : : P 
pa ag ee woth ° , ; sign, but in the case of a campaign | kinds; 200 shares no par. 
c a ‘ 


can any ground for an 





The international Comedy Couple 
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1 i stock rices in basic in so low priced a stock as Para- a mg Inc., Manhatta) Ss. W. seep tom Cc. C. GILL | AND [ 
se tesa . shoe . Meg Trading idea|™Mouni, it did look as though the P"iiatiess tone * Wien , 5. Co.. | Cc. P. WADE C. A. BANKS | i 
| in the A ioe cotta mad = lia clique had abandoned its aggressive | Inc., Manhattan; talking pictures, pho- | “8 Feet of Flash’’ | 
3 that if ao ee Se Deere attitude, at least for the time being. | tographs, appliances: $10,000, } Per, Dir. Harry Romm ; 
{ show signs of getting in line with Incidentally, the old Par-Famous Disselattons | wee SORSey A | Dir.:; Lyons & Lyons ; 
the stock market advances over on paggeree-$ ee ae ae Talisman Yilm Corporation, Manhat | | 
oe _16% bonds and the newer Par-Pub- tan 1%) 
February there is bound to be a lix issue paying 6%% are drawing . and : q on os am unl . 
relapse, remarkably close together in price, CALIFORNIA 
Some market forecasters already|the two now being separated only Sacramento, March 14. Dancers of All DANCE CREATORS " 
have wavered in their bullish atti-| by about 3 points. That ‘ts, the 6% Sunset Studios, Ltd., City of Los An TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS } = SS a i 
tude for the immediate future, tak-|bonds are selling for only $3 more | geles: capital stock $5,000, $300 sub declines - - hy f 
ing the view that the bull sponsors|than the 514’s. Thus the seller is i teed tt tae Williah Hi VIOLA and JERRY l T i t 3 G 0 b S : } 
may be forced to give up a spring | offering an income of 50 cents a Tenth Olympiad Productions. Inc. 0 fs ' 
upswing, deferring their major effort] year for $3 or 16%, which suggests]! County of Los Angeles; capital stoc: | a STILL WORKING f 
until after the June political con-|something in the appraisal besides ag a ome none subscribed. D. M. Todd, “From Cave Man to Gigole” HI-DE-HI is 
ventions, when the presidential cam- | yield. Salt Taker hibren i. "Tandiseuk’ tee All Dir.: .Nat Kalcheim—Wm, Morris Office te 
paign is actively under way. Only active film issue to Show 4] peth Wright. L. Pinker, Los Angeles. — PAUL KEAST JACK REID 
In line with the setback in stocks,| gain on the week was in Fox, ap- Theatre and Music Guild of Los An- Dramatic Baritone “SINGING THE BLUES" 
the bond market gave way. In gen-| parently an advance move to dis- | geles, County of _— Angeles; si capital Direction Lyons & Lyons Di 9° Hanlon & Shepard 
eral this reaction was not regarded | count rumors that Sidney Kent, for- te ll ae 2 gg Ray Chest “Hale’ '¢ Whirl; r.: Alex Hanlon : Sam Shepar 
as serious as to the whole list, since;merly Par. vice-president in charge | thor R. smiled. ' = lester Males irligigs CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 
there has been a wide movement|of sales, would join the Fox organ- John Clein Pictures Corp., County of 
upward in fixed income securities,| ization in an important capacity | Los Angeles; capital eg $25, re et A LOEW PRODUCTION | A LOEW PRODUCTION i 
and they were entitled to a rest and| where his recognized abilities would Sscerrt nage Wit Ag ein, Thea Lightner, “MAKE IT SNAPPY” | Vaudeville Review 6th Edition | | 
a@ necessary correction while spec- | be extremely useful, a (Mar. 12), Penn, Pittsburgh (Mar. 12), Ohie, Columbus Hs 
ulative accounts took profit. How- Warner Bros. behaved badly, both Robb & Rowley Theatres, Inc., Dallas, OOOO OO OOO } 
ever, there was one rather sensa-|as to bonds and stock. The equity] Tex. Incorporators are H. B. Robb, E. BOB 5 « 
tional decline in two amusement!/shares broke the 3 level that they| H. Rowley and W. G. Underwood, all é 
liens. Principally the new RKO de-|had struggled to defend, while the | of Dallas, Capital, 1,000 non-par shares. ; 
bentures cracked on minor offer-| bonds gave way 2 net to 31, inter- 
ings 8 full points to 90, new lowjrupting advances over the last six ; ' : ; ee 
since their issue. Transactions | weeks after a double bottom at 25. ing peta open gy pee Ray one “tie | 
amounted only to $34,000, but ap- | Sinking spell was preceded, as have VILLE A‘ dag ‘ . “4 . arr de—W 
parently the company’s backers had | several similar movements, by wide- |{ RIGHT KIND OF PUBLICITY WILT, Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office DICK and DOROTHY 
no interest in supplying supporting] ly circulated tips downtown of a MAKE YOU FAMOUS AND BICH. ir.: urphy aly 
bids bull pool operation in the offing PUBLICITY WILL HELP DOUBLE B E R | HN 0 F F d AL and RAY : 
Summary for week ending Saturday, March 12: — ee YOUR EARNING an | 
sdtiee STOCK EXCHANGE Netehe || OUR CHARGE IS INEXPENSIVE: || S n A n L 0 T —— : 
| High. “ “. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wi OUR WORK BRINGS RESULTS j OHNN 
i 15, FF : era are eeececee ccecee “s, “<4 2% bid ; Write, Call or Telephone to: | International Dancing Siars J Y HYMAR } 
a i] ‘onsol, ilm eee wecccececs . ‘ ols $'% = % tie 3 
18%, 7% 860 Consol. Film pfd. ‘ avaneeass 11% 10% 10% me _ H E C T 0 R Md ape 
185% 6S 11,300 Eastman Kodak (5).....cecceess on 79M ee % Publicity Purveyors | — vam mew tees 
' 38°, 2'6 6,900 Fox, Ciass A.vsccccccsveccseaces 3%% 3% ‘ AND PALS we 
% 1815 150,500 Gen, Elec. (l)seecececsceeseseces 224% 20% 21% — % | i : 
tte % £900 Gen. Thes. EG. S...ccccccccesse | % % om 723 Seventh Avenue | Let That Airdale Out’ Oe ae 
O01: 10 core Keith pref. (7). ccccccccccccceses Te es 20 bic ’ renee 00 00 om 
ieee e384 14,700 Loew We vires edsersbasaaes: ae 3014 31 — 2% NEW YORK CITY MULROY, McNEECE Oir.: Meyer North—Thanks Miss Gillman 
96 8H 200 §=Do pref. (G%i)....cccsesccccses TO% Lat, “a + 2 Telephone BRyant 9-2616 & RIDGE De 
q's 2 1,200 Madison Sq. Garden.....++e. cece 3% she <> z ; 
27 2 had i” a a AEP oa creresesse a om 7 +;* ————— — : Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 
; » i*4 26 rph OE csccens eccccceceesess 7 " , 
i 60% Ble 58,100 Paramount ehdcepectececcoescs «6D 9% 9% —1% 
2, ay 2,100 Pathe Ex hange. ecerececccesess at Piss Pes = oe A LOEW Se A LOEW PRODUCTION ‘ 
i 8% lk 2,200 Parhe, Class A..cecceseceseasss 4 a — * 66 9 
t's ty 129,100 Radio Corp.ccccccccccscssvesees 10% 7% 8 ~ie GET AY FORWARD MARCH 
z "%, 14,400 RKO ......- ciecconseuaiaiseses 5 5 =—% _{ Mar. 12), Loew's, Syracuse,” New Vork (Mar. (1), Paradise, New York 
9%, 1% 100 Shubert ...cccecce erer reer yy Ty % ry — \% pr ne —_— _—_ ae one meena Deal 
57). ot 100 Universal pref. (S).scscceseesese 47 45 46 . BERT 
20% 2M 11,900 Warner Bros.......- we TTTTT TT ‘ 3% ='3 3 — % 
' 264% 8 osee a reer rere esos ose a 12 bid a j 
107% 1974 91,700 Westinghouse (2.50)... ..eececers. 32% 29 20% 2% REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. | 
CURB A pe 
- @ % FII fa | | “Falling For You ; 
p49 3 10) Col bia Picts, eccoseeess 2 ©'2 v2 —_— 7 | ‘cc . ” | 
Pe org 700 - t.c. bebedicves donde 7 Gy 7 +1% | The prince of Pep } Dir.: Eddie Meyers ‘ 
Si, 7% 1100 De Forest Radio.sccccuscesssece 1 * s — % FOR | Per. an., Chas. Yates | a i 
64 "4 900 Fox Theatres..... due seb ceeeeee % % %s : inst | —— i 
‘ 31, 4 nw Ge _ Thea Eq. pf. errr ol! olf al? — % Professional and Amateur CAN DREVA ; 
Buy 1* in Technicolor) = once ccc cccsacese sete -'« = - 4% 
u” 12> 1,100 Frame LAE.......000000: — = % 4 + CINEMATOGRAPHER | | 
Sones 36 West 46th St. | “An Athletic Touch 6 BROS 6 
— NEW YORK - a ouc down” 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 











Quest 


Jerry Iranks Milton Berle anu 
Charley Carroll put on darb of an 
opening Talent Quest at the 
Skouras Audubon, New York City. 
Stunt got extra business and 
brought in some nice amateul tal- 
ent, with single exception, which 
slipped by audition committee in 
the rush. Carroll an expert in con- 
test publicity, starting with movie 
marathon contest in Jersey City 
years ago. Ed Lowry slated to 
handle next Audubon Talent Quest. 


Leonidoff 


Freda Sullivan, charming dancer 
in recent “Three Big Figures” Idea, 
added by Leonidoff to “Stitch in 
Time.” Harriet Mortimer also goes 
into this Idea, which was put into 
production by Leonidoff just prior 
to leaving for New York. Leon will 
look at novelty acts while in Man- 
hattan to blend into new unit he is 
preparing. Spent Friday in confer- 
ence with Doc Howe and Jack 
Partington, F. & M. Manhat offices. 





Ambassador 


Mayor Porter, of Los Angeles, ap- 
points Pat West of “Gobs of Joy in 
Bermuda” as ambassador without 
portfolio for the Los Angeles Olym- 
pic Games. Pat will speechify for 
the Games in the various cities cov- 
ered by this idea. Closest Pat ever 
got to athletics before was seeing 
Yanks play ball about ten years 
ago, and making a publicity tie-up 
with the Spalding people on golf 
balls. 



























Publicity 

The dark spot in “Five Races” 
Idea will be filled by Tabor and 
Greene, dusky comedians, who join 
out at Fox, Spokane, this Friday. 
Kinzler of Fox Brooklyn properly 
sore because in citing Leap Year 
press stunts, his tying up Freddy 
Mack, orchestra leader and F. & M. 


" ale In: connectia 
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show, Ww Clow 

















Sunkists wasn’t listed. Also un- $ ™ ry. Metropenon 
credited was sweater tie-up con- a Tat A lp 2tasoly’ I ( 


6ummated by Six Lucky Boys of 


eldon én 
“Swiss Movements” Idea at Chicago 


apt M 










° “*hicar BO rs “ 
Theatre, Chic age. -» Ruse Thembe 
} Sunkiet Bre 
Grads cho Chee® yor GEPORT 
“Grads” ,Lupe Velez and Harry yOreetings: 72») 


Richman get swell notices from ampnn 
Manhat critics at opening of Zieg- A bom: Jax Grimth 
gy'’s “Hot Cha.” Eddie Borden, mu- Doster & ieee ana 

Thi Fo 















































sical comedy grad to F. & M., play- eme st Ene 

ing Skouras-Fox vaude on Coast Sonensite Ene Montnnitel (11) con AUERE 
until suitable unit can be found for “Ao eutale “a Ann Codes 2 aaherry Bloeesa) 
his talents. Eddie boasts “the Ryche. Roy Rogers Frank Gaby ™ 2 
most beautiful stooge in the world,” Briants ‘oblette Jule, S8. orothee 

Dot Brown. Reri, Polynesian dan- Lordon'e Dog Davia Roteriorie Fo 

cer brought over last year by Zieg- Gaya? . yenry Phillipe 

gy, will be seen in some Fanchon Berne tyne ee, EDs Mi 

& Marco Idea opening around a For” wimehouse wie? 
April 15. Refiectix’ (10-38) ages (10) # Stanton I 








Armando 
I on Larron Lite 
nternat’! Rey 


Hard-boiled? : 


Movie stars don’t mean a thing p 
to hard-boiled Southern California 
natives. Oh no! Betty Compson’s 
F. & M. Idea hit into Fresno, only \ 
200 miles from Hollywood, and the 
entire population was at the depot, not ~~ a e a e to 
inclusive of the Mayor, City Coun- 9 
cil and twelve hundred Mickey 
Mice, just to have the Younger 


Generation represented. Coast F. ” 
& M. offices describe the Betty en- f t e O ce 
gagements as a “triumphal tour.” FP. e ¢ ° 


Which doesn’t make house p. a.’s on 
F. & M. route mad at all. 


cia, It may be just the break 
you’re waiting for! 





“Sketches” Idea will charm the 
tired business man via a new unit, 
“Town and Country.” This is a 
Larry Ceballos production, with 
“Sketches” coming in from the road 
just in time for Larry to put these 
lookers into his new one. Beautiful 
Patsy Mason, F. & M.'s endurance 
record line captain, is rehearsing the 
girls in the new Ceballos routines. 


Problem 
Lottie Mayer, queen of diving act 
producers, is trying to work out a 
new one in conjunction with the 
étaff of the F & M main studios, 
Hollywood. Last season’s was the 
disappearing water ballet (“Foun- 
tain of Youth” Idea) so they will 
have to step to get a better novelty 
Meanwhile, Lottie and her nymphs 
are cavorting for F & M at Grau 

man’s Chinese Theatre. 






on — be 
. ae ae 
Zippy South % 
Sunny South looms big in F. & M. 
national exploitation this week. Fox 
Atlanta puts over front page maga- 
zine story in Atlanta Journal on 
Adele Nelson of “Circus Days” and 
roto picture of elephants of same 
Idea in same newspaper. Loew's 
State, New Orleans, had the sun- 
kists do a dance on forward deck 
ef U.S.S. Arkansas, while Movie- 
tone cameras recorded 
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Overseer to Every 


10 Houses Is the 


Skouras’ Idea to Make Mors. Showmen 





Los Angeles, March 14. 


Virst of many radical steps ex- 
pected to be taken by the Skouras 
Bros. in their operation of Fox- 
West Coast, is the establishment of 
a supervisor of system, 

Every 10 houses in the Los An- 
geles district will have one super- 
visor who will visit the theatres 
twice daily. Other districts will 
also have the supers, regulated ac- 
cording to number and distance of 
houses. 

Ed Smith, formerly in charge of 
Publix’s L. A. division, and Frank 
Newman, with Warner Brothers 
until two weeks ago, will probably 
be two supervisors in the Los An- 
geles territory. H. M. S, Kendrick 
is expected to be named the third 
along with other duties. 

Skourases hope to make show- 
men out of their managers by this 
méthod. Most of the managers 
were given salary cuts, but one was 
given a raise. 

Oldknow Quiet 

Oscar Oldknow, executive vice- 

president of Fox-West Coast, re- 


ter a short stay in the hospital. He 
is on a week to week basis, his 
contract having been settled. Old- 
know still shoulders the same title 
but is not being called in on the 
Skouras conferences. 

Skouras Bros. and their party 
leave tomorrow (15) for San Fran- 
cisco for a look at the northern sit- 
uation, James R. Grainger, Fox 
sales manager, will go along or else 
meet the party in S. F. 

After several talks with the 
Skourases, union heads are consid- 
ering requests to lower scales in 
non-profit situa‘:ons, 





Pass Children’s Bill 


Buffalo, March 14. 

Pill of Senator Hickey, of Buffalo, 
permitting children from 10 to 16 
throughout N. Y. state, outside of 
New York City, to attend picture 
houses unaccompanied by guard- 
ians, but under restrictions im- 
posed by local authorities, passed 
the Senate by a close vote. 

Bill prepared and introduced at 
Aid 


turned to his office Tuesday (8) af- 





the request of the Children’s 
Society of this city. 





Comparative Grosses for February 





(Continued from page 24) 


BUFFALO 







































































































































































ae ae Feb. 13 Feb. 20. | Feb. 27 _ 
BUFFALO Lovers Tomorrow Taxi 
High. .$42,000} Courageous $20,100 | and 
Low... 13,800 $17,200 Girl Crazy 
se ee Show $30,000 
HIPPO- Majesty Love} Manhattan Wayward 
DROME $12,000 Parade $14,000 
High. .$22,000 Vaude $16,900 
Low... 6,100 
CENTURY {Two Kinds of} Panama Flo Silent 
High. .$21,000 Women $7,000 Witness 
Liow... 4,700 $4,900 $5,900 
GREAT Hell Divers Arrowsmith Man Who 
LAKES $21,900 $17,100 Played God 
High. .$40,000 $14,500 
Low... 6,600 
LAFAYETTE) Forbidden Surrender Run Around 
High. .$16,000 $11,000 $9,800 $9,000 
Low... 5,500 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
PARA- Tonight or Chan’s Shanghai Business and 
MOUNT Never Chance Express Pieasure 
High. . $22,500 $10,000 $8,500 $14,000 $10,500 
Low... 5,000) Stage Show 
BROADWAY | Hell Divers Hell Divers Freaks Broken 
High. .$23,000 $12,000 $6,500 $6,000 Lullaby 
Low... 4,000 (24 week). $7,000 
RKO Ladies of Prestige Rue Morgue | Lady with a 
ORPHEUM Jury $7,000 $6,900 Past 
High. »$24,000 $13,700 $8,800 
Low. 5,500 Vaude 
MUSIC BOX High Hatchet Man Man Who Man Who 
High. .$20,000 Pressure $6,000 Played God Played God 
Low... 2,800 $4,500 $9,500 $5,500 
: (2a_week) 
ras. Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
ORPHEUM | Safe in Hell Panama Flo |Law & Order| Heaven on 
and and and Earth 
Hatchet Man| Rue Morgue | Lady with a and 
,500 $5,100 Past Fireman 
Vaude $4,900 $4,600 
BLUE High Lasca Arrowsmith Man Who 
MOUSE Pressure $1,900 $3,600 Played God 
$1,800 $3,450 
RIALTO Jekyll and Lovers Shanghai Dance Team 
Hyde Courageous Express and 
and and and Road to Reno 
His Woman West of Cheat $3,600 
$3,600 Broadway Madelon 
$3,900 Claudet 
$4,250 
(3 Way Split) 
Feb. 6 Feb. 13 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 
PALACE Mata Hari Hell Divers Lovers Man Who 
High. .$32,000 $11,500 $17,500 Courageous Piayed God 
Low... 7,000! (2a week) $10,000 $12,000 
CAPITOL /Two Kinds of Ben Hur Dance Team | Business and 
High. .$30,000 Women $11,500 and Pleasure 
Low... 5,500 and Chan’s and 
Man of Chance Silent 
Mayfair $12,000 Witness 
$11,000 ‘ $19,000 
LOEW’S Union Depot Under 18 High False 
High. .$18,500 $14,000 $14,500 Pressure Madonna 
Low... 7,500 Vaude $14,000 ___ $13,000 
'-PRINCESS | Cock of the Girl of Rio Holmes Men of 
High. .$25,000 Air and and Chance 
Low... 4,500 and Fanny Foley Chance of and 
Maker of $7,000 Night Time Ladies of 
en 7,000 Jury 
$7,000 a a Se $8,000 
IMPERIAL | Rainbow | Read to Reno Left Over Woman from 
High. . .$6,000) Trail and Ladies Monte Carlo 
Low..,. 2,000) and Is There and and 
Heaven on Justice Branded Big Shot 
Earth $2,800 Men $2,500 
= $2,200 $2.300 anne 
— a ee _—. 1. -- ——— —— 

















A Nickel’s Difference 





What a nickel means today 
from the angle of theatre ad- 
missions is furnished by the 
case of the Costello theatre, 
one of the Lee Ochs chain in 
upper Manhattan, 

Costello veered to German 
films a few months ago on a 
35e admission scale. House 
prospered, whereupon it raised 


the tops 5c to 40. Business 
took an immediate dive, and 
substitution of the former 


scale couldn't revive activity. 
House is now back to domes- 
tie films. 


MODEL EXHIBS CAN'T 
HOLD LOVE ATTITUDE 


Los Angeles, March 14. 
Association of exhibitors at Long 
Beach, organized several months 
ago to combat breaches of ethics, 
double features, price-cutting, etc., 
has gone completely busto. 

As far as the rules are concerned 
the town is once more a battle- 
field of warring exhibs, Three 
first-run houses, West Coast, States 
and Palace, have cut from 50-60 
cents to 40, with bargain hours at 
25. Aside from the first runs every- 
one else is double featuring, offer- 
ing two-for-ones and all the other 
stunts that the association members 
swore to eliminate. Two. houses 
have gone to a dime, They are do- 
ing the best business of the town. 














has been one grand succession of 
free shows at the new Civic Audi- 
torlum such as home talent, pag- 
eants, dedication and band concerts 
every night to keep the natives 
out of the pay houses. 

Exhibs clung together for a 
couple of months but the strain 
was too much, 





To add to the tumult past week | 








Allied Decides on $25 Tax for Each 


House at Convention in Detroit 





Skouras Confabs with 


Projectionists on Cuts 


Hollywood, March 14, 
Skouras Brothers are holding con- 
ferences with local projectionists in 
regard to adjustment of scales in 


| locations where conditions demand 


a cut. Local men seem to recog- 
nize the necessity for this move if 
jobs are to be held. 

So far no definite figures 
pounded, but it is believed the re- 
duction will affect practically all 
Skouras managed theatres in this 
sector, 


First Ala. Conviction 
On New Anti-Bomb Law 


Pirmingham, March 14, 

First conviction under the new 
Alabama law making it a felony to 
throw stench bombs in theatres was 
returned against J. J. Hendricks. 
Hendricks was charged with throw- 
ing a tear gas bomb in the Ensley 
theatre during the labor troubles 
here last November. 

Under the new state ruling, the 
conviction carries with ft a sen- 
tence of from one to five yéars. 


RCA’s Head Recorder 


W. A. Graham has been made 
head of RCA Photophone'’s record- 
ing department handling licenses. 
He was formerly assistant to A. 
Reoch, Photophone executive vice- 
president. 

Graham succeeds Lowell Calvert 
who has resigned. 


pro- 























Detroit, March 14. 

Allied changed the set-up in its 
attempt to keep the national or- 
ganization financed it became 
known at the close of annual con- 
vention held here last week. Affi- 
liated theatres will be taxed $25 a 
year each and those that can’t be 
reached on that basis will be 
charged 2 cents a seat. All this in 
addition to the dues charged by the 
local organization. 


H. M. Richey tendered his resig- 
nation as business manager but this 
was not acted upon and will be 


taken up at the next board of di- 
rectors meeting to be called in the 
next few weeks. It is understood 
that Richey will withdraw his resig- 
nation if salary difficulties are 
ironed out and he is assured of the 
co-operation of the various state 
units in tie-ups he hopes to effect. 
After the officers walked out of 
the general meeting, from which 
the press was excluded, the sum of 


$15,000 was raised in cash and $45,- 
000 was pledged by the various 
delegates. tumor floated around 


that Abram Myers would resign as 
counsel for the group unless the 
dough was raised. 

A demand was made that pro- 
ducers reduce their film rental an@ 
all other charges with the threat 
unanimously adopted that all indie 
theatres represented, said to be 
2,000, would close June 1 for the 
summer, It was also affirmed that 
amusement tax would close all al- 
lied houses if passed. 

The Brookhart bill was unquali- 
fiedly endorsed by the group. Oth- 
er actions by the delegates included 
condemning of double billing... Per- 
centage booking was also scored. 
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read the FILM DAILY every day 
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THE FILM DAILY has sincerely served its readers for the past fourteen 
years — Live News — Unbiased Reviews of Features and Shorts — Con- 
structive Criticism — Showmanship aids — Everything pertaining to the 
motion picture industry in the Daily and Week End Editions — 
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YEAR BOOK 


(The Standard Reference Book of the Industry) 


1932 EDITION -- JUST OFF THE PRESS 


The fourteenth edition of 
THE FILM DAILY YEAR BOOK 


A complete list of all the theatres—open and closed. 
Productions of the year with all credits. 

Work of Directors—Cameramen’s work. 

Players and their works—All about Production. 

A list of all features released since 1915, together 
with review dates and 1001 other important features. 
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This clipping from | 

a M. P. Daily 

issue of Jan. 5th 


TARZAN, THE APE MAN, opened to the BIGGEST business of the year at the 


Stanley Theatre, Baltimore. 2300 admissions in first hour. Truly here is ‘The Trader Horn of 
1932!’ Get ready! 


ARSENE LUPIN (John & Lionel Barrymore Together!) played 2 Big Weeks at the Capitol, 
N.Y. It’s doing swell everywhere. 


THE WET PARADE (AnotherMG-M Scoop!) opens at the Chinese Theatre, Los Angeles, 
with $5 World Premiere March 17th. 


Watch for the announcement of the World Premiere at the $2 Astor Theatre, N. Y., of 


GRAND HOTEL, the most eagerly awaited picture of the year! 
HITS! HITS! HITS! JUST AN OLD M-G-M CUSTOM! 
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FORGOTTEN WOMEN 


(Continued from page 21) 


It’s probably Miss Mercer’s poorest 
performance to date. 

An exciting chase takes up most 
of the final reel, lending the romance 
a load of action when it’s sorely 
needed. The newspapér man, now 
city editor through a big gang 
scoop, for miles pursues two cars, 
one carrying his disillusioned sweet- 
heart, the other most of her new 
boy friend’s gangster henchmen. It's 
learning that the mob leader is 
making off with the extra girl that 
incites the newsman to renewed in- 
terest In her, with that leaving the 
ether girl the eventual ‘forgotten’ 
one. 

The angle that an 
picture producer exploits a gang 
leader in the locale of pictures as 
a cloak for other activities contem- 
plated by the mob, reflects indirectly 
to some extent on the industry and 
in a picture from a major would 
probably be frowned on by the 
Hays’ organization. 

Cutting this from the picture, 
however, would seriously affect its 
continuity and plot. Char. 


The Drifter 


State Rights 


independent 





Willis Kent production and 


release Stars William Farnum, Directed 
by William O'Conner trom a story by Olive: 
Drake, Photograrhy by William Nob'‘es 


Edited by Thomas Persons. At Loew's New 
York as half dovtl:e bil!, for one day, March 
8 Running time, 60 minutes. 

“The Drtiter’’..cccccccsecs William Farnum 
John McNary......++e. eses--.-- Noah Beery 
Ronnie McNary.. .+eee+Phyliis Barrington 





**VUMICEP’ «ce cccvccesesce eee+.-Charles Sellon 
Paul LaTour......cesseces ..Pruce Warren 
**MoOmtana’’cccccsecsces CP ccce Russell Hopton 
Marie. cccccccccscsceses ecoocceces ABR Brody 
+... ere er rrre Pere te .. Ynez Seabury 

Negligible independent product 


mainly for double billers. In most 
respects poorly directed and acted, 
with a strain caused by the long- 
winded philosophical dialog given 
William Farnum as a ne’er-do-well. 

Picture opens and closes with 
Farnum musing that ‘life, she is a 
funny joke.’ larnum speaks 
throughout in a heavy French-Ca- 
nadian accent which sometimes gets 
so mulled up it is questionable what 
he’s talking about. Drifting into a 
lumbering town, the nomad of the 
northwest is employed in a war 
brewing between two big wood- 
chopping kings, one of whom, un- 
known to Farnum, is his own 
brother. 

After falling in love with his em- 
ployer’s supposed daughter, who has 
been warned to keep away from 
papa’s lumbering rival, the drifter is 





caught in a plot instigated by the 
girl's real father, an escaped convict 
who doesn’t know her identity, to 
put her on the spot. When Farnum 
is about to play rough games with 
the girl in a cabin where she expects 
to meet the boy friend, he is unable 
to go through with it, 

In this scene Farnum nearly goes 
ludicrous, overacting all over the 
place. For the fade, the rival lum- 
berman in love with the girls gets 
the blessings of the drifter without 
ever knowing the mysterious wan- 
derer was his own brother. 

Bulk of picture is in the outdoors, 
but near to Los Angeles apparently. 
It lacks anything in a scenic way to 
alibi its entertainment weakness 
otherwise. Char, 


PLEASURE 





Supreme Features production. Distrib- 
uted by Art-Class productions. States- 
right release. Directed by Otto Brower. 
Story by John Varley. Conway Tearle, 
Carmel Meyers and Frances Dade featured. 
Cast includes Pau! Page, Roscoe Karns, 
Lina Basquette and Harold Goodwin. At 
Loew's New York, New York, one day, 
March 1, as half double feature. Running 


time, 51 mins. 





Poor production of a hackneyed 
story. Shapes up as the weak half 
of a double feature bill. Cast is 
good for unpretentious film such as 


this, but evidently production was 
rushed. Conway Tearle is the only 
member of the cast whose charac- 


terization stands out, yet.even he is| whose 


under the direc- 


tion. 


Story concerns an author 
doesn’t like to run around and 
wife’ who does—with other 
Author has a poor artist for a 
brother. When the writer visits his 
brother’s studio during a party he 
falls in love with the model, whom 
the kid brother also loves. Author 
doesn’t tell the girl he is married, 
and she falls for him. Wife gives 
him away, but the whole thing is 
finally cleared when the wife goes to 
Paris with another chap and applies 
for a divorce. 

The production is noticeably poor 
as regards some of the camera 
work. In the attempt to inject trick 
camera shots and a litile smart pho- 
tography, the film almost has been 
ruined. The lap dissolves used here 
in passing from one scene to an- 
other are blurry and so sudden that 
it leaves the audience up in the air. 

Carmel Meyers does a vampy wife 
role of the type that went out of 

Slow, draggy story. 
films with Theda Bara. Frances 
Dade and Tearle are the only mem- 
bers of the cast with any restraint 
and air of naturalness. 


handicap of poor 


who 
his 





; 











Les Cinq Gentlemen 
Maudits 


(‘The Five Accursed Gentiemen’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Music) 
; Paris, Feb. 29. 
A Vanloo edited production of Vandal & 
Delac, producers and distributors. From 
the novel by Andre Reuze. Made in 
North Africa. Directed by Julien Duviver. 


Music by Jacques Ibert. Recorded Tobis. 
Running time, 85 minutes; Olympia, Paris, 
February 14, 

Marouvelle ccoccscccesesoe::: Harry Kaur 
Le Guerantec..ccccocecess: Rene Lefebvre 
Francoise..... soeevecoosess Rosine Lerean 








What makes this film a hit 
ing big business at the Olympia 
without any considerable expense in 
advertising, is the fine 
of the Moroccan exotic atmosphere, 
with plenty of outdoor of 
North Africa treated with 
technique, and often accompanied 
by a very suitable musical score. 
Film benefits by the craze for 
travelogs, with the mystery type of 
story subsidiary. Names help draw. 

Film, apart from the tropical mu- 
sicai score, inciudes much good 
recording of African patter and 
singing, done on a Tobis truck, but 
sound of dialog is poor, with small 


snots 


bits of same on dubbed retakes. 
Vandal & Delac, who sold their 
‘Mounts in Flames’ in America, 
hold another decided hit with this 
one, 
Leading man, Rene Lefebvre, 
picture fame dates from 
‘Jean de la Lune,’ has no starring 


part, nor does Harry Baur have a 
part of his usual importance, most- 
ly due to type of story. Young 


men, } french millionaire (Rene Lefebvre), 


touring Morocco, meets on board 
ship a young girl and her uncle, the 
latter Harry Baur. Short time 
Monte Carlo acquaintances intro- 
duce four more men, and a Moroc- 
can conjurer prophesies the early 
death of the five men, three of 
whom die mysteriously and quick- 
ly. Millionaire’s acquaintances are 
crooks and the prophecy is a plan 
to rob him of his money, which he 
successfully defeats, eventually 
marrying the girl. 

Real find in the picture is the 
girl, Rosine Derean, who was a 
mannequin, on her first picture as- 
signment, and photographs, acts 
and registers exceedingly well, be- 
sides being a looker. She has been 
given a Vandal & Delac termer. 

Direction is Rex Ingramish in the 


| outdoors, with an attempt at im- 


itating German technique in some 
other details, such as a tennis game 
caught in peculiar angles, includ- 
ing a shot of the ball shown from 
the time it leaves the racket until 


do- 
rendering | 


expert | 


it fills the whole screen when it 
reaches the camera, Closing se- 
quence, instead of showing the 
usual kiss, is a closeup of the 
hands of the lovers, with the boy 
feeling the place where he will 
place the ring. 

Screen shows credits practically 
amounting to plain advertising for 
a tailoring firm, and also for an 
interior decorating firm, for which, 
to date, no official has thought of 
charging a tax, respite its blatant 
cash value. Mari. 








La Petite Chocolatiere 


(‘The Chocolate Girl’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, March 
Braunberger-Richehe production amd’ = re- 
lease Directed by Marc Allegret, from the 
play by Paul Gavault. Recorded Weatern / 
Blectri Running time, 80 mins At the| 
Champs-Elysees, 29 


Paris, Feb. 
Raimu's personality so dominates 


of the cast, although it 


‘round. Poor photography and 


re- 


ing southern accent is almost im- 
possible to understand, due to poor 
sound. 
Play, by 
cess a few vears back, 
fairly adhered to. 
strict] indoors, without 


7 any 
tempt to outdo the stage. 


If it 





other cheap, sentimental screen} 
comedy, 
That this is practically a photo-| 


graphed legit seems to have 


tinuity, resulting in slow 


which could easily have been im- 
proved. Story lends itself to faster 
comedy. 


Story concerns the rich daughter 


house 
Compelled to spend the night 
there, she finally falls in love with 
him, and marries him after com- 
pelling him to break his engagement 
to the daughter of his chief. A 
friend of the clerk, who is a painter, 
is the officious person who always 
throws them together, and is acted 
by Raimu. 

The clerk is done by Pierre Bertin. 
Andre Dubosc as the girl’s father is 
exceedingly funny. The girl is done 
by Jacqueline Francell, popular on 
the stage. Simone Simon is the only 


country 
clerk. 


the whole film, he eclipses the rest} 
is good all} 


cording do not give the film its full! 


chance; nor to Raimu, whose amus-| That is the only excuse for drink- 


of a cholocate manufacturer, whose | 


| base 


the 


Paul Gavault, was a suc- | 
and has been | 
Film takes place | 

at- | 
were | 
not for Raimu, it would just be an-| 


been | 
wrongly used to save money on con- | 
tempo, | 


motor breaks down in front of the| 


of a government! 








one of the women in the picture who 
|} has any luck with photography, and 
| does an amusing bit. 
Unlucky technical treatment makes 
the film just a programmer. 
Mazi. 


SHOTGUN PASS 


Columbia production and release, starring 
Mctos Directed by J. P. McGowan, 
and dialog by Robert Quigley. 
Virginia Lee Corbin, Dick Stewart, 
Rice, Joe Marbra, Monty Vandere- 
At the Tivoli, i. Y¥., two days, 
touble feature program, {une 

60 mins, 


cast: 
Frank 
grift. 


ning time, 


Little material upon 
a theme, indifferent 
and stilted performances 
star down. 
could be 
company 
bia it is 

Tim Me 
the Tim 


which to 
direction, 
from the 
For an indie producer it 
rated mediocre, but for @ 
with the record of Colume- 
weak. 

Coy in not 
in 
smile 
were 


the talkers is 
McCoy of the silents. 
old days Tim had a nice 
and an assured poise which 
convincing 

é. FP. McGowan, 


veteran director 


of indies, shows all of his indie ec- 
centricities in this, It’s along the 
old mag lines of 

‘Now take two steps forward. 
Scowl. Now take two steps back- 
ward. Smile. Now sock. Just one 
blow.” Mechanical like that. 


Tlorses have to go through a cere 
tain pass on to someone else's land. 
herds and— 
‘iris 


horse 
final 


ing, shooting, 
marriage in the : 
Waly. 
THE LONE TRAIL 
= ) s ; <n wie oe 


acted by Har 


+t =~ 





rel 

Fi Story by Elizabeth bu 
b ett R. Cohen, with adapta 
ti . Burbridge. Features Rex 
lease At Stanley, N. Y., as half double 


one day, March 11. Running time, 
> minutes 
Tom LAnRInG.<cccccscecece ° -Rex Lease 
POG cccctscvecccccesceceees Edmund Cobb 
 SPPPPTT Ter TT tir Billy O’Brien 
Ruth Farnum.......- Virginia Brown Faire 
Butch Kohler....cccescesecvcecd Jack Mower 
GB cooccoocteses ecccccceees RObDert Walker 
JOG cccccvcccecse gocccooessoocckaaty 1T0aG 
King (the dog)...... eoccceccseseecess Muro 


A very well managed western in 
every particular. From the story 
to direction and cast, this one tops 
the average on the independent 
market by a mile. It is a good 
bolsterer on double-bill shows and 
with the general run of horse opera 
fans will be voted very satisfactory. 

‘The Lone Trail’ is somewhat 
away from the commonplace. Its 
story is far from banal, succeeding 
in an important measure in build- 
ing up situations that are both con- 
vincing and original. More plot and 
action could not be asked for, nor 
will anyone complain of the absence 


| of love interest until the last reel 


when it develops in a natural, un- 

obtrusive way. ‘ 

Rex Lease, a ranger, leaves his 
Continued on page 60) 

















MAJOR EDWARD BOWES and L. K. SIDNEY 
Welcome Back Their Popular Favorite 


VAonA UNL 


CAPITOL GRAND ORCHESTRA 


A Novelty Overture 


TOGETHER WITH 


Directing the 


Presenting 


“Melodies of the Hour” 


Weekly Broadcasts 


Major Bowes’ 


“CAPITOL FAMILY” 


Every Sunday 11:30 A. 
WEAF 


*CoeCre 


In Charge of Music 
at World Famous 


CAPITOL THEATKE 


NEW YORK CITY 
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leads again by equipping “PLAY GIRL” with the ee +9 +o ee x recommend these 
most original, arresting, seat-selling Ad Campaign rss sae ke aaies 4 a idee! to rit the sit \\ 
ever placed at your disposal. These ads have Colonia... as « «Bethlehem EGA Beary fuble tm =the Ib 
already proved their power by building receipts Strand ;. see ee es York MU Meetieve tt Or Mer” 
at the Hollywood, Los Angeles, above even the lla eh ads li — Newman. Treveliel, 
record figures of “Alias the Doctor”! Thiscampaign ff Wamer. 12522. Atoom fi 
would mean business for any picture. For a National. » e<“e » » Richmond fe 
picture as big as “PLAY GIRL” it means tremen- Trenton . onesie Lynchburg A, 
dous business! Get “PLAY GIRL” and sew up this —— oes oe 
superior advertising for your house. And scores of others. , 

VITAGRAPH, INC. DISTRIBUTORS 
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Two Stenchers 
Get Pen Terms 


In Coast Cases 





Los Angeles, March 14, 

Two confessed stench bombers 
are doing time, first punitive re- 
sults obtained for a recent cam- 
paign of perfumery against non- 
union picture houses in Peverly 
Hills, Glendale and Pasadena. 

Clyde E. Booth, spotted by four 
witnesses planting a bomb in the 
Cosmo theatre, Glendale, March 4, 
pleaded guilty and took a six 
months rap in the county jail. 
Booth has a bond up in Beverly 
Hills «sere he is supposed to be 
cried ilborrow (15) for a stench- 
bom ’ charge on which he was 
arrested Feb. 24. 

Dex T. “Sowden, arrested by the 
Beverly Hills.police at the same 
time, plead guilty to possession of 
an odor-bomb and is doing 90 days 
in the Beverly housegow. 

The. Beverly theatre, a WC-Hol- 
lywood house, has been attacked 
several times with the perpetrators 
dodging detection. 

California, Capitol and Cosmo 
theatres, Glendale, operated by C. 
W. Young, have been odorized on 
a number of occasions with Booth’s 
arrést the first detection. The same 
night a bomb was diffused in a 
house in the neighboring town of 
Pasadena, 2&2 woman being sus- 
pected of the job-but no arrests 
were. made. 


Low Bids Allow Second 
Crack at Spokane House 


Spokane, March 14. 

Al Finklestein and Al Rosenberg, 
Seattle and Bellingham film house 
operators, came here for the public 
sale of the Liberty theatre, formerly 
of the Ray A. Grombacher chain, 
but were held up by flocds and ar- 
rived too late to get in a bid. 

Offers made were dismissed by 
court as too low, anyway, so sale 
reopens today (Monday). 








Dallas Dropping Free 
Park Films for Children 


Dallas, March 14, 
To cut more corners, the city dads 
are dropping free park flickers for 
the kids. Which is at least one 
good break this town’s rialto gets. 
Main reason, say c.d.’s, is the 
shortage of silent product. Besides, 
even horse operas would aggregate 
around $7,000 for the summer spell. 
Somebody suggested wiring the 
open air theatres, but figured cost 
of $27,000 promptly shelved that 
idea. Instead the picts, park board 
will use allotted fund to hire more 
playground supervisors. 


Acquitted of Stench 


Bomb Charge, Woman 
Sues Beverly House 


Los Angeles, March 14, 

Damage suits asking $50,000 each 
have been filed by a woman charg- 
ing she was falsely. arrested by 
West Coast Hollywood Theatres, 
and by a man declaring RKO West- 
ern Corp. operated the lavatory of 
the local Orpheum ] 
manner, 

Vera E. Stubbs: wants jail balm 
for her arrest Feb. 7 on charges of 
stench-bombing the non-union 
Beverly theatre in Beverly Hills. She 
was acquitted on trial due to evi- 
dence being merely circumstantial. 
Management said she had been 
present at previous bombings, her 
handbag was big enough to hold a 








bomb, and a pair of pliers was 
found in the washroom when she 
left. 


Howard Hickel states he fell in 
the Orpheum lavatory Feb. 15, frac- 
turing a bone. 





BUFFALO BLAZE 
Buffalo, March 14. 

Fire in the Marlowe theatre, 
neighborhood, during an afternoon’s 
performance, destroyed about 1,000 
feet of film and threw the audience 
into an uproar. 

Although damage was slight sev- 
eral women and children were 
slightly hurt, one woman losing her 
shoe in which she had $30 in bills. 
Management recovered the shoe but 
not the money. 





Gabfests 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Studio conferences have been 
put om a@ permanent basis by 
Walt Disney. 
Disney is in conference from 
1 to & p. m. daily. 
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Territory Tiff Ties 
Up Indie Foreign 
Film in Midwest 


Chicago, March 14 
Battle over territory rights on an 
indie foreign film, ‘The Christus,’ 
had the picture pulled off the screen 
last week of a local theatre and 
sent a couple of state-righters into 
court, 


On the order of L. P. Fillisti, of 
the New York film exchange known 
as the Arc Film Co, Leon M. Miller, 
local attorney, went into the Har- 
rison theatre armed with a re- 
plevin writ and yanked the flicker. 

As reported by Attorney Miller 
the battle is technically between 
the Wabash Tilm Exchange and 
Foreign Talking Picture Co., 
two local states-righters. Wabash 
exchange, headed. by the Bland 
Bros., was given the rights to the 
Indiana division while Foreign 
Talking was allotted the Illinois 
district. In spite of this arrange- 
ment, the Wabash exchange is 
stated to have invaded Illinois ter- 
ritory to sell ‘The Christus’ to the 
local Harrison. Film was on the 
second day of its run when jerked. 

On their side the Bland boys got 
their own replevin to recover the 
print, but the lawyer refused to 
recognize the writ or turn over the 
reels to the Sheriff. The attorney 
for the Arc company is also now 
asking for an injunction to restrain 
the Blands from interfering with 
the showing of a second print of 
the film: being distributed here by 
Foreign Talking pictures, headed by 
Abe Teitel. 

Entire case will be drummed into 
the judge’s ears on March 18. 





the 
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As a protest against placing a 
chain of local theatres on the ‘We 
| Don’t Patronize’ list, for not em- 
| ploying union billposters, the Prov- 
idence local of the Musicians’ Pro- 








Chi Petition Agin’ Dual Features, 
But No Chance for Relief Till Fall 





PROV. LABOR PROBLEM 
MPA Withdraws Prem Federated 
Council Over Bill Posters 


Providence, March 14, 


tective Association has withdrawn 
its membership in the Providence 
Central Federated Union. 

Action follows the threat of a 
leading exhibitor in town that un- 
less the musicians and operators 
withdrew from Federation he would | 
lock them out.: Officers of the Fed- 
erated are attempting to force | 
exhibs to recognize the newly or-| 
ganized billposters group, and are 
seeking to haye all affiliated organ- 
izations strike unless their 
are met. 

Motion picture operators and | 
stage hands are involved and navel 
asked their respective international 
bodies to clear up the situation, 





demands | 


Perry for Dannenberg 
On Publix Teledo Div. 


Sidney Dannenberg, former house 
manager of the Paramount, Toledo, 
and recently given the Toledo dis- 
trict by Publix, has left that circuit. 
Cc. C. Perry, at one time western 
divisional director, has gone into 
Toledo to handle that town locally. 

Under the changes, the Toledo 
district switches to the Chicago- 
Detroit division of Publix. 











Operator Appeals Sentence 


Galveston, March 14. 

H. A. Dickson, Kilgore, Tex., mo- 
tion picture operator, has taken an 
ay real from a conviction at Colum- 
bia, Miss., in connection with a 
$7,000 rubbery ofa bank there in 
January. 

Dickson’s punishment was fixed 
at 15 years’ imprisonment and his 
appeal bond set at $15,000. 





Chicago, March 14. 

It’s the hope along film row that 
the first step against double fea- 
tures has been made in the signing 
of a petition by some 100 indie ex- 
hibitors asking that two-film bills 
be eradicated. 

The petition, something in the na- 
ture of a personal pledge, is di- 
rected at the industry as a whole, 
The 100 signers are looked upon ag 
just a beginning, campaign aim be- 
ing on to get every exhib in town, 

All this is purely a hope since 
the industry here has long accepted 
the fact that it’s practically impos- 
sible to have all theatres- locally 
agreé upon any set plan. This mcve 


;}on the part of the more progres- 


sive exhibitors is due to the refusal 
of the exchanges to make any ef- 
fort to curb the practice. The ex- 
changes tried it once, but the exe 
hibs made things so tough for the 
distribs that the exchange men. have 
entirely cleared their mitts of any 
responsibility in the matter, 
Not This Season 


Even if the petition does: go 
through, not a chance of this town 
getting away from double features 
before August or September; in 
other words, not before the new 
selling season. AlIl theatres have 
already bought up to their chins for 
the two-feature flood and any at- 
tempt to return to singles at pres- 
ent would mean a heap of shelved 
flickers and squabbles over un-« 
played product, The only way for 
an immediate switch to singles 
would be the general voiding of 
local film contracts, This, of coursa, 
is unlikely. 

But film row will be happy if it 
can get out of the twin-flicker 
trenches by September, 

Robinson-Fowler Collab 
Holiy swt 1 14, 

Radio has borrowed Casey Rob- 
inson from Paramount to work on 
the ‘Is My Face Red’ script with 
Gene Towler. 

Columnist’s story. 









































A message to the 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America 


A most important announcement was delivered at the 

% Allied States Convention in Detroit, and the M. P. T. 
O. A. Convention in Washington by the Photophone 

| Division of the RCA Victor Company. 


It was at the same time the most important announcement 
exhibitors have heard since sound became the screen's 
most dominating factor. 


Cut to-the bone and right down to the solid facts, it is 
herewith transmitted to motion picture theatre owners of 
America, large and small, from the largest circuit to the 
individual exhibitor. 


Before one or the other contemplates the installation or 
replacement of sound reproducing equipment, investiga- 
tion of the following information is respectfully suggested: 


The Photophone Division 
of the RCA Victor Company announces 
The introduction of two new all AC oper- 
ated sound reproducing equipments, the 


For further information communicate with 


Photophone Division 


RCA Victor Co., Inc. 


Camden, N. J.—branch offices in principal cities 


Standard Super, designed for theatres from 
2,500 to 4,000 seating capacity at $5,000 and 
Standard Large, for theatres between 1,400 
and 2,500 seating capacity at $3,750. 


Reduction in the price of the Special Size 
equipment from $1,600 to $1,450. 


Other material reductions including con- 
tract service charges, all made possible by 
the recent merger of the RCA Photophone 
Co. with RCA Victor Co., Inc. 


Increases 


in capacity limitations of all A C operated 
Special Size equipment from 500 to 600 
seats and all AC operated Standard Small 
Size equipment from 1,200 to 1,400 seats. 
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It Was Back in 1910 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





An advertisement which appeared 
in the trade papers in 1910 read: 

“Don’t lose your life in a hotel 
fire, Be prepared with a McArthur 
tourist ladder whcih can be carried 
like an overcoat in your trunk, The 
McArthur portable fire escape can 
be used ' a moment. Write for 
handsoiaely illustrated booklet to- 
d y before it may be too late.” 





Converted Stables 
Hammerstein’s Victoria theatre, 
now the Rialto, New York, was once 
a stable, So was the Winter Garden 


.. showing actors get into 


everytling. 


you 





Stage Draws 
America’s *2ac’ matinee heroes 
of 1910 were John Barrymcre in 
“The Fortune Hunter,” H. B. War 
ner in “Alias Jimmie Valentine,” 
Donald Brian in “The Dollar Prin- 
and William Courtney in 
“Arsene Lupin.” 
As to Pictures 
There was the actor who was fol- 
lowing a picture that the audience 


sian 90 
cess, 





(Continued on page 59) 











JANETTE 


affiliation 


ANELTE 





Having severed a two-year 


as the head of the 
Production Department, 

is now in position to act 
as producing technician 
and adviser... . 

Acts desiring modern 

and original ideas in 
Lyrics, Music, Costumes, 
Scenery, Expert Lighting 
and Staging, communicate 
with Miss Hackett 


Room 1002, Palace Theatre Building, New York 


BRyant 9-4648 


HACKETT 


with RKO 


NAGA | 














Cooper and Blair Prepare 
Legit Tabs for Vaude 


Two more legit producers trying 
condensed legit shows for vaude 
are Sam Blair and Jimmie Cooper. 
Latter put ‘Blue Ghost’ ta» into re- 
hearsal Wednesday (9). 

Blair is preparing an 





80-minute 


version of ‘Old Kentucky,’ which 
was revived about 15 years ago. 
‘Ghost,’ tabbea@ down, played 

Publix-Balaban and Katz _ time 


about three months ago after play- 
ing Chicago as a legit for Harry 
Minturn. Present company is new 
and formed by Cooper, who orig- 
inally produced the play on Broad- 
way. 





WB’s Bumpkins 


Los Angeles, March 14, 

Warners is thinking of staging 
revues with home town talent in all 
its houses outside Los Angeles. 

As a tryout WB will stage a 
bumpkin Follies at the San Pedro 
Cal., theatre with Dwight Pepple, of 
Chicago, producing. 


No Outside Units 


RKO tabled several stage book- 
ing deals last week when deciding 
that no outside booked units will be 
contracted for the time being. 

Two propositions affected in- 
volved Loew presentation units for 
the Memorial, Boston, and Fanchon 
& Marco Ideas for the Hippodrome, 
Cleveland. 


Station Producing Act 


WMCA is producing an act for 
vaude to be billed as ‘WMCA Per- 
sonalities,” with ‘the Wm. Morris 
office booking. 

Irving Seltzer’s band, ‘Blue Lady,’ 
Jerry Biker, Red, Black and Gold 
trio and ‘Love Serenader,’ all 
WMCA artists, will be in the act. 




















Capital Keith’s Will 
Play Six Act Shows 


RKO Keiths’, Washington, now 
spending around $5,000 a week for 
its five-act bills, will change to 
cheaper six-act shows April 2. 

Under the budget reduction the 
house goes from Bill Howard’s to 
Harry Kalcheim’s book. 





Aud., Academy Changes 


Starting Friday (18), Ed Lowry 
will play the long halves of the 
week at the Academy, New York 
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday), instead of the other three 
days. This will reverse his ap- 
pearances at the uptown Audubon. 

With Lowry, on the short half at 
the Audubon, Skouras Bros. wil! 
play a Fanchon & Marco unit there. 
F&M units go into the Academy, 
plus acts, the four-day half, house 
getting six-act bill of vaude the 
other three days. 


4 in K. C. Pan 


Chicago, March 14. 

William Morris office starts book- 
ing a four-act into the Pantages, 
Kansas City March 25. 

Dark all last year, the Pan was 
reopened about seven months ago 
by the owners of the property, with 
Joe Gorman, formerly with RKO, 
operating the house. It’s been run- 











ning with straight pictures since. 





Treasurer’s 4-a-Day 





Minneapolis, March 14. 

Publix is using vaude on 
Sundays in a number of its 
neighborhood houses here. Acts 
booked require no orchestra or 
stage crew. Results thus far 
claimed to be okay. 

With suitable acts difficult to 
obtain, circuit has “Randy” 
Merriman doubling as treasurer 
of the Minnesota theatre and 
as a magician. Merriman plays 
four nabes Sundays doing his 
magic. He is said to have 
asked Publix to break the 
two-mile jump from the Arion 
to the Empress. 














Gat Boys Throw Palace 
In Chi for $2,200 Loss 


Chicago, March 14. 

A couple of gunmen staged an 
impromptu stickup on the Palace 
box office, breezing away with §$2,- 
200, part of the night’s (Thursday) 
receipts. 

The men approached the cage in 
double quick time, scaring Florence 
Luthardt, cashier, into handing 
over the money. They got away be- 
fore anyone arrived on the scene. 

Although downtown and district 
stickups have been common here 
it’s the first time for the Palace. 
Loss was secured by insurance. 





AGENTS SAIL ON 
BIG TALENT 
HUNT 


London, March 14. 

George Black and Harry Foster 
are sailing for New York Friday 
(18) on a big talent hunt. Object 
is to line up attractions for Gen-« 
eral Theatres and the Alhambra, 
Paris, with Foster also in a position 
to offer 20 weeks to suitable acts for 
the Paramount European Theatres, 
the Scala Berlin and the Savoy, 
London (cabaret). 

Besides that the couple has aue« 
thority to submit talent to Moss 
Empires and the Stoll circntt, with 
salary no object. ‘ 

Couple tried to sail secretly in a 
hope of warding off competition, 





RAYMOND AS CLUB BOOKER 


Al Raymond is entering the club 
booking business in New York, dis-~ 
solving one of the oldest vaudeville 
comedy teams, Raymond and 
Caverly. 

Raymond and Caverly were stage 
partners for more than 20 years. 
































BRUCE 


BACK 


AT THE 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


AGAIN 


HEADING GUS EDWARDS’ 
NEW “RADIO REVUE” 

















RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MARCH 12th} 


‘““RADIO’S WIZARD OF THE STRINGS” | 





ADIO 


ROY SMECK 


THE ORIGINAL 
VITAPHONE ARTIST 


ECORDING STAR 


Personal Direction: 
HARRY A. ROMM 
LEONARD ROMM 
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Revived Legit Musicals as Tabs 
Are Spreading Fast, East and West 








Max Gordon’s “‘Three’s a Crowd,’ 
at the New York Paramount next 
week (18) and the Paramount, 
Brooklyn, the week following, is the 
third of a probable string of tab 
musicals for the picture and vaude- 
ville houses. ‘Crowd’ is salaried at 
$6,000 for the two New York weeks. 

The Joe DeMilt-Gregory Ratoff 
version of ‘Follow Thru,’ getting 
$8,000, opens at the Paramount, New 
Haven, March 19, with a week each 
in Buffalo and Detroit, both Pub- 
lix, following. ‘The straight salary 
is in addition to transportation ex- 
penses for the company. Ratoff’s 
‘Girl Crazy,’ first of the tabs, opens 
a Loew picture house route April 1 
at the Paradise, New York. 

Associated with DeMilt in the 
production of ‘Follow Thru’ is Ana- 
tole Friedland. The combination is 
working on other past musicals for 
pop-priced revivals. DeMilt and 
Friedland have obtained the picture 
house and vaudeville rights to ‘Des- 
ert Song,’ ‘New Moon,’ ‘Good News, 
‘Greenwich Village Follies,’ ‘Flying 
High,’ ‘Queen High,’ ‘Connecticut 
Yankee’ and ‘50,000,000 Frenchmen.’ 





Los Angeles, March 14. 

‘Girl Crazy’ in condensed form 
will open March 31 at the Pantages, 
Hollywood, for two weeks. Musical 
played downtown some months ago 
at regular legit scale. It’s further 
evidence of the current cycle in 
picture houses, east and west, for 
cut-down and cut price legits. 

Ginger Rogers, New York ingenue, 
and B.B.B. of the coast legit pro- 
duction will head the new con- 
densed version. Gregory Ratoff, 
who controls the first experimental 
tabloid company of the same show, 
still playing in the eastern film 
parlors, is producing. 

Entirely new production is being 
built for the coast. Jack Haskell 
has been imported from New York 
to stage both dances and book. 
Others in cast will include Georgie 
Dobbs, Lillian Miles, and Richard 
Powell, latter now with ‘Sons Q’ 
Guns’ at Carthay Circle. 

Rodney Pantages for his own 
house and Cliff Work for the Or- 
pheum are particularly interested 
right now in special stage attrac- 
tions. Both houses tasted the 
sweet profits from ‘Lucky Day,’ the 
colored musical, and the Orpheum 
added to that a luscious gross with 
a curtailed and expurgated ‘Lysis- 
trata,’ 


Loew's 5 N. Y. Wks. 


Loew’s 46th Street, Brooklyn, 
five act split week, goes straight 
pictures March 19. 

Half week loss cuts Loew's New 
York vaude time to five weeks, low- 
est on record for that circuit. 











More Guinan Time 


Texas Guinan, who played the 
Palace, New York, last week for 
$4,250, is booked for another week 
and a half of RKO dates in New- 
ark (current), and the Coliseum, 
New York. Aibee, Brooklyn, may 
follow. Morris & Oz booking the 
act. 

When Miss Guinan last played 
for RKO, about two months ago, 
her salary was $3,750. 





OPPOSISH BILLING 


A quartet from the ‘Girl Crazy’ 
musical is going out in vaude at 
the same time that a condensed ver- 
sion of the show is playing picture 
houses, 

Group of four, opening for RKO 
in Yonkers March 19 will be billed 
as the ‘Girl Crazy’ Foursome. Mem- 
bers are Marshall Smith, Del Porter, 
Ray Johnson and Dwight Snyder. 
Jenie Jacobs is agenting. 





Kate’s Added Time 


Kate Smith’s RKO time at $6,000 
a week has been extended for 10 
more weeks in the middle west. 

Miss Smith will be added to the 
units in 10 intact towns. 





$3,500 FOR BRITTONS 


Frank and Milt Britton band, out 
of the ‘Follies,’ plays the Roxy, New 
York, week of March 25. 

Salary is $3,500. 





Showing by Disk 


Walton and Brant, veteran 
mixed team, doing a new act, 
think they have found a way of 
showing it to the bookers, 

They have had phonograph 
disks of their stage routine 
made and are sending a copy 
to each of the booking offices. 














Holtz Averages Near 
$3,500 for Himself; 
New Show Next Week 


Including the fifth and current 
week of his show at the Hollywood, 
New York, and its percentage 
break-in week in Newark, Lou 
Holtz will have averaged around 
$3,500 a week for himself from the 
Warner-Holtz vaudeville venture. 
Losses in the fourth and fifth weeks 
at the Hollywood will be covered 
by the first three weeks’ profit. 

Of Holtz’ salary, around $2,000 
comes from the total show cost, 
which is covered by the first 
$15,000 taken in at the box office. 
The rest is on a split with the house 
on everything over operating ex- 
penses. 

The second Hollywood bill, open- 
ing Monday (21), will be topped by 
Harry Richman, with Holtz and 
Lyda Roberti holding over. Other 
acts will be Aaronson’s Command- 
ers, doubling between the pit and 
stage; Hal LeRoy and Mitzi May- 
fair, Norman Frescott and Gloria 
Grafton. A line of Albertina Rasch 
girls were set but cancelled. The 
Warner office is now trying to ob- 
tain the 24-girl dancing line from 
the ‘Follies.’ 

Richman, LeRoy and Miss May- 
fair closed Saturday (12) with the 
‘Follies’ in Baltimore. Richman 
was grabbed for the Hollywood by 
Warners while he was negotiating 
with the RKO Palace. 


FAY—FRANCES WHITE 
SETTLE ALIMONY CLAIM 


Frank Fay and Frances White 
have settled the latter’s alimony 
claims for $25 a week since their 
divorce 13 years ago. Fay’s salary, 
$4,000 at the Palace, New York, was 
attached by Miss White two weeks 
ago. Money was reported released 
when a settlement was reached. 

The present Mrs. Fay (Barbara 
Stanwyck) finished out Jast week 
alone at the Palace when Fay 
dropped out after the second day. 
After failing to go on Monday, Fay 
showed up the next day but was 
not permitted to go on. The book- 
ing office had obtained Gus Van in 
the meanwhile. Fay was paid off 
for his two days’ work. 

Miss Stanwyck leaves for Holly- 
wood shortly for her first of three 
Warner pictures, due to. start 
around April 1. Fay may remain 
east in an attempt to dispose of a 
picture he made independently 
while on the Coast. 


N.Y.U. for RKO 


New York University Glee Club, 
which won the intercollegiate glee 
club contest, has been booked by 
RKO for its first appearance in 
vaude. Only other stage engage- 
ment was at the Roxy, New York, 
last summer. 

Personnel includes 32 voices and 
Alfred M. Greenfield as conductor. 
Lee S‘ewart is handling the act. 


Lee Kids’ Golfer 


Alex Morrison, golf pro, and Jane 
and Katherine Lee are rehearsing an 
act for vaudeville, Tishman & 
O’Neal producing. 

Morrison has been away from the 
stage for several years. About 10 
years ago, with Ed Flanagan, he did 
the first golf act in vaudeville. 




















MIKE BERNARD’S BARITONE 


Mike Bernard, the once noted 
pianist at Tony Pastor's, will short- 
ly stage a vaude return with John 
Gurney as his partner. Latter, a 
baritone, is a member of the Gurney 
elevator family. 

Sam Shannon and Maurie Rose 
framed the combination, 


Further Salary Drop 
For RKO Acts—Beck 


Vaudeville salaries for standard 
acts on the RKO circuit are due for 
another drop, Martin Beck says 
salaries set and paid by the book- 
ing office in the past season are too 
high and must come down. 

Last week Beck officially ques- 
tioned several salaries paid by the 
previous booking regime by calling 
in the agents individually. In at 
least two instances involving acts 
booked and playing for the circuit 
Beck requested the act owners to 
cut salary. In both cases the own- 
ers refused to comply and de- 
manded that their acts be played 
and paid as per contract. 

Stewart and Lash turn, owned by 
Irving Yates, is getting too much 
money although routed, Beck 
thinks. Another act Beck believes 
is overpaid is the Harry Delmar 
Revue. 

While no limit has been officially 
placed on flash acts, it was reported 
$1,000 may become the outside 
figure for any such as these, save 
those with names whose personal 
salaries necessitate a higher figure 
in order to operate. 

Asked if $1,000 will be top for 
flashes in the New York houses, 
George Godfrey said no Limit has 
been actually set, but that, ‘an act 
will have to be pretty good to ;: et 
that much.’ 


WILL MUFFLE 
N. V. A. DRIVE 


This year’s NVA drive, set for 
the week of April 16, will be 
launched without any advance ex- 
ploiting or notice. At a meeting 
last week the manager members of 
the VMA, whose theatres will par- 
ticipate in the audience collections, 
decided to dispense with the cus- 
tomary advance publicity on the 
theory that to advertise hat passing 
may keep patrons away from the 
theatres right now. 

Plan adopted confines all NVA 
mention to the collection week itself. 
Unless by word of mouth after the 
first day, audiences will not be 
aware of the hat passing until get- 
ting inside. They'll then be notified 
via trailer and promptly solicited. 

Four or five different sound trail- 
ers will be made and mutually paid 
for by the participating circuits and 
theatres. 


Not Paying Extra for 
Palace 6-Show Weekends 


Acts are not being paid extra for 
the new Saturday midnight per- 
formance at the RKO Palace, New 
York. With the new Saturday 
show the Palace is now three-a-day 
over the weekends, or 16 perform- 
ances on the week. The Sunday 
supper show was added last year. 

Under the new booking setup ar- 
ranged by Martin Beck, the Pal- 
ace is now separately operated in 
every way from the rest of the 
RKO circuit. In addition to book- 
ing the shows, George Godfrey is 
writing the advertising for the 
house, 




















Nagel’s 2 B&K Wks. 


Chicago, March 14. 

Continuing its steady stream of 
picture name personals, Balaban & 
Katz arranged a couple of weeks 
here and in Detroit for Conrad 
Nagel, 

Nagel takes the week of March 
18 at the Michigan in Detroit, then 
moves here for a session at the 
Chicago. 


. 
Lewis’ Coast Weeks 
Los Angeles, March 14. 
Demand for stage names out here 
bri.gs Ted Le. 3 into Loew’s State 
week of April 6. It will be the first 
week of sever * Fox West Coast 
u (es for Lewis who carries 26 peo- 
ple in his act. 
Booking arranged through 
Perlberg, of the Morris office. 


SIMS-BAILEY FOR PUBLIX 


Chicago, March 14. 
Following loca] stage dates for 
Publix, Lee Sims and llomay Bailey, 
NBC staff artists, go over to RKO. 


Bill 





Team opens in Madison, March 
23 and then goes to South Bend, 
on @ split week arrangement. 





New Billing 


To comply with the depresh, 


Ned ‘Clothes’ Norton has had 
his billing rewriiten by Al 
Boasberg. 

It now reads Ned ‘Naked’ 
Norton. 











Air Bureaus Get 


Agency Rating at 
Complaint Meeting 


NBC and CBS, whose artists bu- 
reaus hold RKO agency franchises, 
were classified as regular. agents 
with full privileges at a meeting of 
the RKO Agents’ Association last 
week, Classification of the networks’ 
status in the booking office was 
made at a meeting called for the 
purpose of hearing complaints en- 
tered by RKO agents against the 
radio chains. 

It was alleged that the networks, 
through the influence they wield in 
the radio field, have an unfair ad- 
vantage over other RKO agents in 
the booking of radio artists in 
vaudeville. The chief complaint was 
that of the James Plunkett office 
against NBC over Landt Trio and 
White. 

Plunkett office contended it was 
authorized by the Landt Trio to 
handle its vaudeville business. NBC 
contends a contract with the act 
gives its artist bureau exclusive rep- 
resentations rights. The network 
was upheld. 

Another dispute settled by the 
agents’ association last week was 
one between the Jack Curtis and 
Weber-Simon offices over Dorothy 
Mackaill. Curtis booked the picture 
girl with RKO, but Weber-Simon 
claimed prior rights. The associa- 
tion ordered the two agencies to 
split the commission. 


RUBIN-HALEY NOT SURE 
WHETHER TO HOLD OVER 


Benny Rubin and Jack Haley will 
decide today (Tuesday) whether 
they'll hold over at the RKO Palace, 
New York, next week. In currently, 
they’re optioned to stick next week 
when tne Paul Whiteman band 
comes in. 

Although the booking office wants 
them to remain, Haley and Rubin 
are doubtful whether it would be 
good business to stick for a second 
week without changing material. 
They think Whiteman should draw 
this week’s audience back again. 

Intention is to hold over all but 
Norma Terris, Will Osborne’s band 
and Gus Edwards’ ‘Radio Under- 
studies’ as the first part next week, 
with Rubin and Haley doubling 
into the second section with White- 
man, 











Cut Acts for Film 


When ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio), 
plays the RKO neighborhood combo 
houses in and around New York 
March 26-30, vaude bills will be cut 
to four acts. 

Most of the houses affected have 
been using six, 


WANT LILLIAN EXAMINED 
Warner booking office has re- 
quested the V.M.A. to have Lillian 
Shade examined by a physician 
as a result of her cancellation of 
a week in Washington on a claim 
of illness. 

Miss Shade was booked to open 
Saturday (12), at the Earle, Wash- 
ington, but cancelled Friday night. 


HOLD UNIT OUT 
San Francisco, March 14. 
Thurston's draw at the Orpheum 











is forcing Anatole’ Friedland’s 
‘Showboat,’ RKO unit, out of the 
Orpheum, Oakland, week of March 


18, with Thur 
Circuit is 
for the unit. 
RKO BOOKS LYON 
Ben Lyon ope: RKO i: 
York March 19%. 


ston substituting. 


seeking another spot 


for 
for 





300ked by Curtis & Alien. 


53 Wks. Is RKO'’s New Time Low; is 
17 Wks. Dropped Since Jan. 1; 
Takes 30 te Play Intacts’ 19 


RKO’s big vaudeville splurge, 
which the circuit talked about and 
vaudevillians hopefully awaited, has 


failed to arrive. RKO's vaudeville 
books, which on Jan. 1 held 70 
weeks, aid by this time were ex- 


pected to hav 
now down to 53. 
figure on record 
variety circuit. 

The drop of 17 weeks, or almost 
25%, has occrrred in less than three 
months through a steady drift of 
former vaudeville strongholds to 
straight pictures. Main decline was 
felt on the intact route, which fell 
from 30 weeks to 19. This is de- 
spite that the intact show towns 
were credited by David Sarnoff with 
keeping the circuit out of the red on 
theatre operation. 

From the most playable of all 
vaudeville routes the intact itiner- 
ary has deteriorated into a booking 
that numerous acts are now turning 
down due to long jumps and the im- 
possibility of saving any money. 

It now takes 30 weeks to play the 
19. That means 11 weeks of layoffs 
for 19 of actual work. There is a 
three-week gap between St. Paul 
and Seattle, and a four-week open 
stretch between Cleveland and Min- 
neapolis, with no chances for acts to 
pick up outside time to fill the open- 
ings in these territories. The ex- 
penses necessitated by the seven 
weeks’ idleness in these two jumps 
alone work considerable hardships 


increased to 90, are 
This is the lowest 
for the principal 


Seven Cut Weeks 


Besides the layoffs, at least seven 
of the 19 working weeks are 25% 


average for all acts to less than 80% 
of the amount shown on the-books. 
If an act’s RKO salary is set at $400, 
its weekly average on the intact 
route will amount to $320 or less, on 
top of which is deducted the 10% for 
commission and railroad fares that 
average more than $20 per jump. 


Current Unit Route 


The intact route as it now stands, 
with cut weeks and layoffs noted, is 
as follows: 

Kenmore and Madison, New York 
(two splits), 25% cut. 

Syracuse (full salary). 

Rochester (full salary). 

Cleveland (full salary). 

Four weeks layoff. 

Minneapolis (full salary). 

St. Paul (full salary). 

Three weeks layoff. 

Seattle (full salary). 

Tacoma, 3 days (25% cut). 

Four days layoff. 

Portland, Ore. (25% cut). 

One week layoff. 

San Francisco (full salary). 

Oakland (full salary). 

Los Angeles (full salary). 

One week layoff. 

Salt Lake City (25% cut). 

Denver (full salary). 

Omaha (full salary). 

Kansas City (full salary). 

One week layoff, 

Dallas (20% cut). 

Little Rock, 3 days. 

Four days layoff. 

New Orleans (full salary). 

Atlanta, 6 days (six-sevenths sal- 
ary). 

Since the route ends in Atlanta, 
the final obligation is the non-sal- 
aried jump back to the starting 
point, New York. 


Vet Kidnaper Thinks 
Vaude Should Use Him 


Pat Crowe, the old time kidnaper, 
wants to play some vaudeville. He 
was submitted last week to RKO 
by Billy Diamond. ” 
In a wire to the agent, Crowe 
stated he figured the current promi- 
nence of kidnap stuff is sufficient 
to make him eligible for the stage. 
Among his qualifications, Crowe 
mentions his work in the Rocke- 
feller case and the notorious Cudahy 
kidnaping of 30 years ago. 


> 
McLaglen’s Act 
Vietor McLaglen will make his 
vaudeville bow for RKO April 9 in 


one of the New York houses, Jack 
Curtis booking. 
Film player will do a comedy turn 





with sey 


Featured mem- 
j bev of the support is Charles Judeis. 
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PRODUCTION DEPT IS Stratford on Fence; eat eo ee “q _ (Week Mar. 19), Minneapolis, Mise. (Week Mar. 19) Syracuse, New York 
a 
r GLORY E. LEE THREE BREDWINS 
Vaude Up to Union THE ORANTOS 
OFF FOR THIS SEASON ela gentharkate | “Heads Up” and HARRIS TWINS Athletic Comics 
Chicago, Marc p World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Ast TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP (Direction of Hugo Morris) a 
Unless amicable labor terms are | (Direction of Jack Weiner) (Direction of Sam Shannon) 
: . Ix oY i k Warners will pull | 

Too late in the season for RKO | reached this weel MA si T ERS | 
to organize its own production de- | its val ude shows from the Stratford | "| | C 0 L j y E i MADELINE PATRICE . be 
partment, according to Martin Beck. | Satt irday (19) _ rking its ~— stage | GR _ Y CE Europe's Gift to America Protege of the Late Enrico Caruso yA 
Discussion of the project will be} evacuation mn this ee es in “GESS WHO’TIS with MARGOT CRANGLE (Direction of Morris & Oz) Pa 
carried on over the summer, he a Hammond, — oun pied (Dir. Jess Freeman-Chas. Morrison) (Direction of Phil Ofin) j 
stated. with the booking office con- | ONY, = d last we —e it a = An Artistic Idea From Paris M AYA uM p FA R C go! 
0 Ien00 ty y to buv independent produc- | Stratford going 1t will leave ar- | ” F 
tinui buy Independent produc: | ©" ageless throughout the mid- || “LIVING JEWELRY CASS, MACK and OWEN ma 
tion acts ee “ee 
es Cine Sa a ndeville |dlewest, with nothing west of Pitts- | with HOOVER and CAMP dl JAY VE LIE i 

ccs Pn fae " ae ate “as burgh. Evelyn Singer and “On the Up and Up a n neD Rit ait 
producing With wet ay yu am a a ; ; | Stanley Simmons Sas a R APSODY” 
bertina Rasch, R. H. Burnside and | In event of a union adjustment (Direction of Chas. Morrison) | (Directicn of Sam Tishman) Boyd Davis, Musical Director ge 
others for the reported purpose of |the Stratford is considering return- | (Direction of Ed. S. Keller) Be 

ls ~ - - — 


considering a circuit controlled pro- |ing to stage band shows, with Ted | N A N AMERICA’ ‘. eacTisy al 

duction staff. But nothing definite | Lear ry in mind as m.c. Both the DON th 

was consummated, he declared. Stratford and Hammond house have | I N Har J Conle haw 
A production department owned | been booke dad by Charley Hogan Z EL AYA n A L P E R ry - y wo 
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t hrough the Wm. Morris office. Oth- e 
and operated by and for the cir« uit | t g 
to the exclusion of independently- | erwise the Stratford is slated to go The Philosophica} Pianist Tells You About Women Here, o 
produced acts was suggested to the | Straig ht a again with double p There and Everywhere n e r S 0 n o- 
RKO board some time ago by James | features. (Direction of Weber-Simon) (Direction of Jack Weiner) (Direction of Curtis & Allen) ro 
Turner and S. L. Rethafel. The last If RKO can get a suitable deal cy agin = pe [TACT 81 al 
production department operated by |from the musicians and stage hands’ _ Beek Mare 10). Toone, Work, 76 eM Weck Mar. 19), St. Bay dl RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 p 
he RKO circuit, then Keith-Albee- | union the Englewood may return to t- ———— ; —— (Week Mar. 19), 105th St., Cleveland, O. al 
th ti cil , 4 : ~ ANN ROTH Songland’s Pep 
Orpheum, folded under a $500,000 |a vaude policy and showing nights. VERNON RATHBURN ~eorennetiye The Dark Cloud of J = 
loss So far the unions have been Py ae eS = coo JOY FINLEY [fe'Sivinm niew ianiabied - 
anette _ 0 FADE adamant in tl ir de mands, which (Dir Harry Ward—Max Gordon) Princess MARY DUNCKLEY D: 
F&M UNIT T RKO found prohibitive for its pur- oy = ee mre te 
Chicago, March 14 pose ‘with the southside house. Now EDITH BOW WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 
ee . it 1e@ VW: : ‘tr ir acr ; . ’ Benny's Bad Boy and > 
Fanchon and Marco unit at the| With the Warner Stratford, across With Her “MAN TROUBLE” - 
Ghicago currently, ‘Around the |the street, abandoning its vaude pol- Songs by Jean Paurel “RED" PEPPER E 
Werld,’ will play out its four weeks icy, RKO's ia eats in reviving the (Direction .of Lea Stewart) The Cayenne Comedian DP 
of B-&K. time locally and then fold. Englewood has been renewed. The Three Playboys | ys F 
After ‘the loop week this show, . ‘. ia: oar THE ELECTRIC TRIO 7 H “HOT FROM HARLEM" t 
headed by Conchita Montenegro, + DENNY LYNC WITH } 
touches the three deluxe nabes, Up- F&M Bookings Wes and Lisa Adams MYRL ALDERMAN 
Tivoli < -aradise Bernice Mershon JOHN MASON 
town, Tivoli and Paradise. RAY EHRHART PUTNEY DANDRIDGE t 
iP a. I eles. March 14 (Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) The Ultimate in Harmony MYRA JOHNSON £ 
DeBondy West eet ry te Seon ae NAOMI PRICE : 
et toed mF franchon ¢ Marco lave adadec EWIS ! 
Chicago, March 14. at ae ‘ DOCTOR FERDIE L 
Fred DeBondy, RKO vaude scout, | Mother 25 acts to units going out BENNY JELI SMITH t 
left here last week for the Coast, |@Urms April. They are: ROCKWEL I ont Vamnrem ‘ 
where he will make an inspection; New cast for ‘Exotique,” which ivi E i O r E and t 
tour of all RKO western houses. goes as far as St. Louix. Foley rT ” » 
and La Tour, Ramon and Virginia. QUACK-QUACK-QUACK and His Famous Orchestra THE BROWN BUDDIES , 
“+ ve ee ‘Town and Country’: Brox Sisters, (Direct! e mer Titererala) Personal Mer. George Wood Chorus of Eighteen 1 
DENNIS. WHITE 3ert Levy, Novack and Fay, Mil- rorwee © ty ss eich (Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) (Direction of Marty Forkins) 1 
i dred Perlee. 
‘Mickey and Minnie’: Bellet and BKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 1% RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 85 
4 y (Week Mar. (9), Portland, Ore. Week Mar. {2) St. Paul, Minn. 
& [por Lamb, Monte and Carmo, Joe : : =) SWock_ er. 12) 105th St.. Clovelond, Cale 
; an Christy and Co., Toots Novelle. HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS EBONY FOLLIES ‘PORCELAIN ROMANCE” 
i silenced. aieak » eines ‘Malibu Beach,’ staged by Fanchon: ‘ OTS 6 eee “A Musical. Comedy Romance Ganjou Brothers and Louise Gag : 
Week ‘co 12. p. amd Cle = land Bernie and Walker, Jack Rochler. (Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) | from Alabam’ (Direction: Chas, Morrison) | 
f a ieee hens ag ac Nic . eed ‘Baby Stars’ unit: Trixi Friganza | (Direction of Harry A. Romm) _ ES 
v4 *.t. Weber-Simons - - Nic aby stars ee sb 3anza, fed phe i ; 7 >B , mplex 
i ——- a Park and Clifford, The Buroffts, Edna HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD _ iE WILL and GLADYS AHERN Boy with the Balancing Comp 
i |Errico. ‘On the Riviera,’ staged by|| “THE THREE LOST SOLES” || Si inathes few BOB RIPA 
Hh Over 5,000,000 Peet |Gae FE oster, opening at ° 3 Fox, 8t. JACK WALSH | “Arizona’s Fun Spinners” Denmark’s Juggling Genius 
of. motion’ picture’ film containing | Louis, April 8: Conchita Montene- (Direction of Biondell & Mack) (Direction of Milton Lewis) (Direction: Jenie Jacobs) 
¢ of every conceiv: : |} gro, Red Donahue and Pal, Billy - aan,’ MT a “WT a ~ cmon) 
tam aveiante to Se ree oe eer > i a arr + alli . ‘. gree THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER || Vaudevillé’s Pupulat FRANK EDDIE 
) es i vaude | hes . x pigs gins, Pee oe i 
G ie ahs Fil Lil ville acts Disappearing Water Ballet. ‘Pic- FRED KEATING HEALY and CROSS HURST and VOGT 
pat mo KANDEL Mie wresaue,” staged by Gae Foster, in, Spite of in “OUT OF THE MARINES” 
eh res. ; 2" . s 99 
729 7th Ave., N. Y BRyant 9- 4417, malt Sf - the Fox, Detroit, April 22, “The Great Alexander” “The Stage Salesmen of Songs” By H. C. Green 
ag heer (Dir. Chas, H. Allen—M. 8. Bentham) (Direction of Charles H. Allen) (Direction: Chas. H, Allen) 








Additions to the Grauman Chinese 
show opening next Thursday are 


Arnot Brothers, Moroni and Part- A D E LAI D E ARTHUR and MORTON DIAMOND BROS 
HERB TIMBERG |)2= x00 see: HAVEL | 
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SAYS a P ) P > = ir HUGIMIE—TOM—HAROLD 
I’m the only son not introduced Vincent-Gardner A enc The Crooning Blackbird Hot Water’—By H. C. Greene « . ” 
from the stage by his Father—I’m t g y With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley Nevertheless Gentlemen 
on my own—“my Own” belongs to Personal Met. Nicholas Gyory and Bud Williamson 
me. re (Direction of Weber-Simon) (Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) (Direction: Chas. Morrison) 
Los Angeles, March 14. ; 
SE —~ Frank Vincent and Jack Gardner RKO VAUDEVILLE haa spring 74 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
pn yeoman are about to form an agency out (Week Mar. (2) Portland, Ore. (Week April 2), Seattle, Wash. (Week Mar. 12) Dayton, Ohio 
here. Both are former vaudeville BOB STICKNEY THE AVALONS The Mirth Provokers 
CONLIN and GLASS bookers with Gardner previously an wie AS Ae A Thrill a Second of a Nation! 
E RKO agent and also former head of the (Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) (Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 
nroute casting department at the Fox 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK }| Studios. MAKER and REDFORD HAL NIEMAN 
IN 


Palace Theatre Bldg., Vincent at one time was division A D 
New York City manager for RKO on the coast. “The Ear Bender” “The Vagabond Rover” 


: ———— a (Direction of Jack Curtis) ; (Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 
; Pa i aoe | THE WORLD Famous ||| DONATELLA BROTHERS JOHNSON 
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arcus Loew Sore aa 
S| N GER’S “Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 22 Nuts of All Kinds ‘ 
ait.=*2 All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 
OO MIDGETS CLARA BARRY |) eata‘sna sescie iearrte 
AND “Two Beautiful Dancing Singers" 


General Executive Offices 











“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 


Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 





































“He Doesn’t Know the Music and Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
shtemttes of Gesten Onan She Doesn’t Know the Words” — ae wee 
rection eoden- : « nd Sundry Nuts—too 
Oo EW ‘Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) Numerous to Mention!! 
RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 7 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 78 , ‘i . 
L ILDI NG (Week Mar, 19), San Francisco, Calif, (Week Mar. 26) Seattle, Wash. MWe Mar, 19) Mitwactees Win. 
FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO CHAPPELLE - CARLTON ~ ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 
“The Happy Hooligans” “On the Stairway’ In “Dance Stories” 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) (Direction of Marty Forkins) With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir, of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 








160 WEST 46"ST- HOPE VERNON KRUGEL — ROBLES DE VITO 








BR -7800 “Singer of Romance” in 
yant 9 7 NEW YORK CITY (Direction of Jack Weiner) ueme eee aoe & Or) a n d D E Ni N y 
Meet with 
MARTY MAY DON RUIZ and BONITA DOT STEVENS 
e ou mertcan ancers ° 














Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by oR gor ; n “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
With Sultana and Vivera 
ean Carroll Marle Patri--At the Piano (Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


(Direction of Chas. Morrison) (Direction of Harry A. Romm) ' 
ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S LITA GREY 
“SHOW BOAT” FRANK CHAPLIN 

Marty May L I a U $ E | “The Charming Chantress” 
Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
Beautiful Sallorettes with Myrtle Lansing , 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) (Personal Mgr., Jesse H. Martin) (Booked by Weber-Simon) 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 











ARNE RRETESS 


with 
The Coi i ican Wut 
composed of ea shipload of Anatole's vionet “of America :* . Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
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[ NEW ACTs 


RUBIN and HALEY : 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
45 Mins.; One and Two 


Palace 
Benny Rubin, in pictures for 
gome time, and Jack Haley, from 


musicals, appear together in what 
amounts to an act as well as work- 
ing singly in the Palace show. Ad- 
@itionally, they work singly and to- 
gether in m. cing the show plus 
geveral blackouts, latter in No. 2, 

Equipped with good material for 
their Palace engagement, and dis- 
tributing it quite evenly, the two 
work together effectively, with much 
of the comedy drawn from kidding 
each other. 

This begins when they first put 
fin their appearance following Roy 
Smeck’s act (No. 2), with Haley 
and Rubin in dressing rooms pre- 
paring for their Palace try and later 
arguing as to who’s going to do the 
m. cing. This rivalry idea has 
Rubin and Haley making much 
eapital out of their difference in 
nationalities, but all of it in an en- 
tertaining spirit. 

For their double (third) they 
work this up to a neat turn, with 
Haley finally bringing on an inter- 
preter stooge type when Rubin be- 
gins to pull gags in Yiddish. Sud- 
denly the stooge recognizes Rubin 
from his screen work and quits 
Haley cold. 

Haley, on fifth, does what is of- 
fered as his own act, selling some 
sockful gags and effectively peddling 
asong number. Just ahead of this 
is a blackout in which six people 
take part. 

The boys later do another black- 
out, satirizing the bridge battle of 
the century, which is a howl, and 
atep to one to invite intermission 
with a comedy undressing gag built 
up by a song that emphasizes what 
real pals the boys are. Haley starts 
to prove it by taking the shirt off 
his back, Rubin retaliating and then 


Haley also giving up his pants, 
Rubin again following suit, with 
the duo off in their B.V.D.’s. This 


got a heavy laugh from the matinee 
erowd. 

They open intermission looking 
for their pants, and Rubin accusing 
Haley of taking the $10 that was 
in his, then introing Russ Columbo, 
whose finish they mix into. 

Rubin cut to five minutes for his 
single spot, doing a line of talk on 
how Columbus got dough to ex- 
plore America, in addition to a 
short hoofing specialty, apologizing 
for latter because the doc advised 
him not to chance a strain follow- 
ing a recent operation. 

Another blackout, and bits be- 
tween the Gus Edward Revue and 
Will Osborne, plus a topping bit 
with Osborne, included in_ the 
Rubin-Haley teamwork. Char. 


JOHN and MARY MASON (6) 
Skating 

12 Mins.; Own Drop in 3 
State, N. Y. 

Ostensibly a double skating act, 
this turn carries four people; a boy, 
a couple of young girls and a young 
woman, these working up the 
comedy at the finish, which per- 
mits the act to run double its time 
over a straight stunt feature. 

Principals are a nice appearing 
young couple working in a special 
eet with a pair of unnecessary set 
trees. They go in mostly for 
ewings, rather than fancy figure 
work, the first starting as soon as 
they get warmed up. Man does a 
@olo and the girl comes back for a 
second section which winds up with 
a one-foot hold on her partner’s 
neck. If the act stopped there it 
would constitute a fair average 
ekating turn without padding. 

The last trick gets them enough 
applause to warrant a return and 
the man comes on alone for a fast 
solo spin, after which he calls for 
someone to come up from the audi- 
ence. A stocky boy answers, fol- 
lowed by a girl of 14 or so, then 
another a few years older and 
finally a chunky woman, who over- 
Plays a little for comedy, but gets 
away with it. 

Each is given a swing, pretend- 
ing excessive dizziness, which is 
worked up for all the laughs it can 
carry. Here at the State Ted Claire 
helps along as m.c., but it can get 
over on its own. The finish lifts 
the turn from opening to closing on 
the smaller bills and good for the 
one or two spot on a bigger house 
program. Almost as good as an 
anridable mule. 


MARTIN and MARTIN 
Aerial 
6 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 
Not to be confused with the Mar- 
tin and Martin man-and-woman 
winging act. This team, also mixed, 
do a fair routine on the trapeze, 
@uitable to open family time shows. 
Man works as a contortionist in 
balancing and other routines, this 
getting the act apart from the gen- 


eral run a little. Girl, a looker, 
features balancing, also, using & 
chair on the trapeze bar. Char. 


(DOROTHY MACKAILL 





and 





| (4) 
Skit (Dialog, Songs and Dances) 
18 Mins.; Special 

Oriental, Chicago 





Backed by an elaborate dressing 


ESTHER RALSTON and Co. (10) 
38 Mines Fonte 
ins.; Fu Special 

86th Street eae 

Here {s a picture girl in vaude and 
really working hard in a personal 
act which has nothing to do either! 
by affirmation or allegation with! 
Hollywood. It’s a good draw act! 
and a good audience pleaser from 
any standpoint. 
; Miss Ralston, golden hair and all, 
is On in ‘one’ to open, which leads 
to the fear that it’s going to be one| 





soon set and supported by Neil | of those ‘in person’ things. But she| 
Miller, her husband, and two boys,| fools ‘em by getting right to work | 
Dorothy Mackaill ventures out of|on a song. Six girls in a nice line| 


Hollywood for a 
Harry 


fling in the flesh. | 
Ruskin wrote the act, and| 


routine romp on immediately after. 


Arthur Lyons agented and staged it.| dancers, which helps considerably, | 


That set is sumptuous 
maybe too much so for a dressing 
room, and what with candles all 


around it the back drop looks like a| 


church facade, 

Miss Mackaill’s looks and other 
Physical appurtenances are well 
known to fan mag readers and heart 
throbbing screen supporters, but 
that she can sing a little, dance a 
little and make a nicely poised ap- 
pearance on the stage without going 
into alibis is probably new to her 
admirers, That angle, among othere, 
should see Miss Mackaill off to a 
good start. 


Breaking in at the Denver Para- 
mount, the Mackaill act jumped 
right into the Oriental for its second 
lap. Naturally and expected that 
it’s not in perfect shape, with a g90d 
many wrinkles yet to be ironed ‘dut. 
What is more important is that the 
blonde Miss Mackaill is a willing 
worker and graceful, if not forceful, 
in her singing and dancing. In sup- 
port of the latter feature there are 
a couple of neat boys, Montgomery 
and McDowell. 


Opening has the two boys arrive 
at Miss Mackaill’s dressing room, 
presumably on the studio lot, as ap- 
plicants for employment in a love 
scene with the film star on her pro- 
posed stage career. Miller, as the 
hubby in the skit, squawks at the 
embraces, with Miss Mackaill finally 
giving in and the pash scenes are 
out. From there into a dance with 
the two boys, followed by Miller's 
solo warbling. Caught at the first 
show, Miller’s voice was at a disad- 
vantage. A crooner of radio appli- 
cation, Miller was at a loss without 
a mike. Unless the mike will help 
it would be advisable for Miller to 
drop his singing. 

Final number has Miss Mackaill 
come out in a tux and topper for 
another song and dance with the 
boys. In male as well as her own 
garb Miss Mackaill looks attractive. 
That she makes no curtain speeches 
or any reference to Hollywood is 
another factor in her favor. Any 
picture name is bought for stage 
purposes on the strength of his or 
her already known screen reputa- 
tion. Previous personal appear- 
ances by screenites who could do 
little else but bow has ruled out all 
that film colony palaver, which nine 
times out of ten is only boring. Miss 
Mackaill is wise in leaving that sort 
of chatter out. What she is doing 
now will get by, without huzzahs of 
course, but more than could be ex- 
pected from a screen celeb. 

Span. 


SINGIN’ SAM 


Songs 
13 Mins; One 
Hippodrome 

Singin’ Sam is featured on the 
CBS Barbasol nightly broadcasts, 
but is not under contract to CBS. 


He is under direct contract to the 
ad agency handling the account and 
who permit him to take this fling 
in vaudeville. 

Due to his radio work, Sam has 
built up a large rep for himself. New 
York theatregoers are familiar with 
Sam's type of warbling, as witnessed 
by the reception he got. 

Sam, like all radio singers, works 
in front of mike attached to ampli- 
fiers. He has a deep bass voice and 
it would be interesting to see how 
his tone would carry without the 
amplification. Sam sings without 
any apparent effort in a pleasing 
slow tempo. Diction and delivery 
are both good and this radio warb- 
ler should have no trouble getting 
over anywhere. 

For finish requests audience to 
join him in the chorus. At this 
house it fell flat. However, that 
gag may work before family audi- 
ences, 

A pianist assists. 


JOAN CLIFFORD (2) 
Songs 
11 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Miss Clifford’s name doesn't ap- 
pear in ‘Variety's’ new acts files, 
indicating that she must have come 
out of a two-act or have otherwise 
gotten her vaude experience. That 
she’s had some is evident by the 
manner in which she tears right in 
to put her good points over. 

She’s a singer of the 
variety, with 
statuesque build helping consider- 
able. About half special material 
the rest pop numbers, all 
handled equaily capably. 

Uses a girl pianist. Maybe a man 
would look better. Aewus. 


red-hot 


enough, | although 





They're all lookers and talented 
a couple of them could} 
watch their calories. Girls and} 


Eddie Prinz and Miss Ralston romp| 
back and forth in dance routines 
from then on for nice effects but] 
more important than anything isthe 
speed and pep they show. There's 
not a split second lost between num- 
bers, meaning that whoever staged 
the turn was right on the job. 

Strung somewhere about half 
through the act is the perhaps in- 
evitable sob scene. Miss Ralston op 
a supposed witness stand tells about 
the sad things that led to her kill- 
ing her lover. Much anguish with 
the orchestra playing softly and the} 
lights dim. Miss Ralston might 
have tried reciting a Robert Service 
masterpiece. Or Eddie Guest. 

As quickly as she gets done, act 
goes into a nice hot dance number 
again, so all’s forgiven. Kawf. 





DOC BAKER (9) 
‘Flashes of 1932’ 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

This season’s Doc Baker act is a 
nicely mounted song-and-dance 
revue in and out of which Baker 
makes a lot of quick changes. The 
vrotean actor has some rapid-fire 
ones to show that will startle the 
average audience. 

At the opening Baker is a tramp 
on a park bench, lamenting his fate 
at having tried the talkers, which 
n. ged. His first change is from 
hobo rig to a successful actor’s togs, 
in which he steps down to ‘one’ to 
lead the six girls of his ensemble in 
a number. While they count to four, 
he does another change. Locale of 
his second scene, which includes the 
most and best switches in character, 
is the street outside a saloon with 
practical entrance. He goes from 
man about town to an old woman, 
to a cop and back into tux. 

Baker carries in addition to his 
line of girls a mixed dance team, 
Charles and Helen Stone, who do a 
double early in the routine, later 
showing singles. They show to their 
best advantage in the solo dancing 
and in a bit for the finale, which is 
in rumba atmosphere. 

Opened the show and over. 

Char. 





CLAYTON and GERALDINE (4) 
Singing and Dancing 

12 Mins. 

86th St., N. Y. 

Opens full stage with the man and 
woman on a bench backed by a 
large black and gold fan before 
drapes. Fan looked 4s though it 
had seen a good bit of trouping. 
Another pair come on and go into 
a dance, followed by three solo rou- 
tines by the two men and one of 
the girls, Clayton contributing a 
nice soft shoe effort. ; 

Geraldine is on for an effective 
control dance, hurt by poor cos- 
tuming: ungainly gauze trousers 
slit to the hips, but gartered at the 
ankle. It spoils some good postur- 
ing with ugly draping. 

Clayton and the other girl have a 
rough house song that verges on the 
blue in spots, but does not quite 
cross the line. One of the best 
laugh getters and would be a good 
gag if toned down just a trifle. 
Final is a four turn in minstrel 
style costumes that provides a noisy 
and fairly effective finish. 


DeWOLFE, METCALE and FORD 
Dances 
13 Mins.; Two 
Hippodrome 

Comedy and straight hoofing by 
two girls and one boy. Latter is an 
elongated youth who doesn't ap- 
pear to have had much stage train- 


PALACE 


The show's all right, with Jack 
Haley and Benny Rubin holding it 
up, but it’s full of pianos and radio 
mikes. There's so much the 
radio thing, all in the last. half, 
that the Palace stage for a while 
begins to resemble a broadcasting 
station. 

Layout is awkward. 


ot 


Second half 





is particularly clumsy, with Will 
Osborne, working in full stage, on 
top the Gus Edward Radio Revue. 
As a result, while they were setting | 
the stage, Rubin and Haley were] 
forced to stall along as best as they 
could, finally going into a challenge 
until closer was ready. 


By that time, with people begin- 
ning to eatch trains and make sup- 


per dates, a real handicap had de- 
veloped for Osborne, over and above 
the drawback of radio star impres- 
sions he does after Edwards had | 
hela out for 31 minutes with that | 
sort of thing. 


One of these full stage acts should 
have been in the first half and prob- 
ably will be before long. In build- 
ing the show, it is difficult to com- 
prehend what influenced the spot- 
ting of these two acts next to clos- 
ing instead of switching one of the 





that will do 
neighborhood 


it’s a setup 
well - in 


support, 
moderately 
spots. 

Webb opers with talk, which drifts 
into a ‘crossfire with Lane, who in- 
terrupts from a box. The opening is 
strong on laughs, getting act a good 
start. Johnny Johnson, kid dancer, 
sells a nice tap routine, his chewing 
gum helping on the sale. Stooging 
begins at this point. Miss Maye 
and Lane both doubling for that, and 
Lane stirring up guffaws on appear- 
ance alone. 

Windup brings out a singing and 
dancing goulash in ‘one.’ 

Did fair down here on a Thursday 
night. Char. 


KOLA and ROGERS (4) 
Dance Flash 

13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Staging and lighting aids consid- 
erably in raising this four-people 
flash to the saleabie point for better 
bills. It closed a six-act show down 
here and, while offering nothing out- 
standing, collected a little better 
than average hand. 

A virtue of the act is that it steps 
along at a nice clip, never stalling. 

Horace Kola and Dorothy Rogers 
do only two numbers together, a 
waltz at the opening and a one-step 
to close. Instead of the usual mid- 
dle double to be expected, both serve 
out singles, Miss Rogers an acro- 
batic number and Rogers, who's in 
uniform, doing a military routine 
with hocks and salutes, 

An unbilled singer with a poor 
voice and not much selling tech- 
nique does a pop tune, and the male 
pianist carried breaks up the enter- 
tainment around with a very good 
piano solo.. Char. 


KAY HAMILTON 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

86th St., N. Y. 

A pleasant looking girl with an 
expressive face, but a poor sense of 
costuming. Does three songs and 
a medley. At the show caught the 
fourth song was sung after the 
audience had politely offered to let 
it go at three. 

She would do well to switch and 
use the last song for her three spot. 
More certain of a return in that 
event, since it is the best of the lot 
and the only one to get much atten- 
tion. Works in one, with a pianist. 
No costume changes other than 
taking her hat off after the first 
song. 

With better material and some 
coaching she should make an ac- 
ceptable filler, but the act scores no 
great hit as it stands. 


JOE BELL and SISTER 
Wire Walking 
11 Mins.; Full 
Hippodrome 

Joe Bell is one of the smartest 
wire-waiking performers seen around 
in some time. This boy can do most 





ing. Is adept at fancy kicks, espe- 
cially back kicks, which he fea- 
tures. 

One of the girls features whirls 


and pirouettes and the other acro- | 
batics 3oth are good, but are not} 
spotted or used properly. Group 
numbers are all comedy dances with 
the exception of the closing number, 
when all three go in for straight 
stepping. 

Individually each member of this 
turn is oke. But the act lacks co- 
hesion. Boy also given too much 
time. 

A little more playing most likely 
will round act into better shape. 











| 
' 


her flaming hair and | 
| 


The Harry Webb of this act, a 
;hodge-podge of song, dances and 
| stooging, formerly headed Webb's 


HARRY WEBB and PAT LANE (4, | 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

13 Mins.; One and full (Special) 
Jefferson 


Entertainers, band attraction 
Hooked up with Pat Lane, with Vi 


anything on the wire, from simulat- 
ing a stew’s stagger to a complete 
back somersault to a standing posi- 
tion on the wire. 

Girl in turn doesn't 
her appearance helps. Does a few 
elemental dance steps on the wire, 
but is altogether incidental. 


do much, but 


Zell will have a smarter turn 
when he cuts out all the talk. His}{ 
type of act doesn't need gab tu help | 


detracts from the 
Act can also 


and here the talk 
value of his wire feats. 
be cut. 


PHELPS TWINS 

Songs and Dances 

8 Mins. in One 

State, N. Y. 

Two lookers who do not belie the 
twin billing. Open with a little har- 


monizing. go into a dance, another 
song and then discard their skirts 
for a second dance. 


Nicely costumed and a competent 





Maye and a young colored hoofer in 


| talk 


singles from the initial haif to the 
last. Either Norma Terris or Tess 
Gardella would have been the pick. 

Russ Columbo opens intermission, 
with his crooning. He's the first to 


go heavy for the mike and ampli- 


fiers, even using them for a thanke- 
you speech. Then the Edwards Ra- 
dio Revue, with impressions of Kate 
Smith, Bing Crosby, Boswell Sisters, 
Amos 'n’ Andy and others use it ale 
most entirely, as does Osborne, 

Columbo and the Ed- 
wards interlude, Rubin is on to do 
his regular act, which eut to a 
mere five minutes and includes some 
and a brief dance. This spots 


Between 


is 


the radio material almost together, 
with breakup only through Rubin’s 
brief single and some of the bits 


by Rubi... and Haley. 

In addition to the clumsy arrange- 
ment of the show so far as radio 
and full stage acts are concerned, 
the punch of the Haley-Rubin twain 
is in the first half and early. Their 
routine together is in the third spot, 
where they do seven minutes with 
material that has the bedy of some- 
thing like an act. Some of this, 
possibly along with ane of those 
blackouts, might do for the next to 
closing niche under a re-arrange- 
ment of the running order. 

Haley and Rubin (New Acts) first 
appear following Roy Smeck, who’s 
No. 2 with his instrumental act and 
at the Saturday show over unusu- 
ally strong. 

The comedy team from there on 
introduce acts as well as work in- 
terludes in ‘one’ and blackouts Mm 
two. Their material, nicely dis- 
tributed throughout the show ex- 
cept that more punch might be de- 
sired following intermission, is of a 
fairly sure-fire nature and admir- 
ably sold. The boys work effec- 
tively, even though at the first show 
Saturday hitches threatened numer- 
ous times. Some of this was due to 
unexpected waits between acts. 

A couple swell gags are unloosed 
by Rubin and Haley, and there also 
are a couple that have been pulled 
before around eastern parts. 

The 10-act show, counting the 
short singles by Haley and Rubin, 
ran three hours and five minutes, 
considerably overtime. Of the 10 
there are pianos in five acts, née 
counting the Will Osborne orches- 
tra. If Haley and Rubin had used 
one too it would have been a full 
afternoon of Steinways. 


Doc Baker with ‘Flashes of 1932’ 


(New Acts) avoided a piano. The 
quick-change expert opened the 
performance, doing nicely, Smeck 


going on next in ‘one,’ the first to 
use the piano. 


Following the short act by Rubin 
and Haley, Tess Gardella was on as 
the fourth attraction. Doing her 
same routine, topped with the ‘Aunt 
Jemima’ number, she proved a 
strong hit despite a bad cold. 


After first of the Rubin-Haley 
blackouts to break up things, Haley 
himself does a routine of gags and 
a song, Rubin reappearing for that 
seagull honey of a gag. 

Norma Terris, bringing up the 
end of the first half, is partly re- 
sponsible for stretching out the 
show with a long routine of impres- 
sions, particularly the story of 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ as Ed 
Wynn might tell it. She took up 
eight minutes for that Wynn thing 
alone, this giving her a total of 19 
minutes on the stage. 

A very funny bridge game bit by 
Rubin and Haley, followed by a song 
and a comedy undressing interlude 
in one, brought the clock up to 4:01 
for intermission. But if the second 
half had been cut a little it still 
wouldn’t have been so bad. 

For the balance of the week Os- 
borne can save himself lost cus- 
tomers also if he’ll instruct his 
brass section to tone down a little. 
Taking that and other things into 
consideration Osborne didn’t get the 
breaks. Even if folks didn’t mind 
the stentorian music the late hour 
may have influenced them. 

The Rubin-Haley pair work into 
the final eardrum-buster with Os- 
borne. At that Osborne did only 14 
minutes, and Rubin didn’t forget to 
crack about how long the Edwards 
revue was on. The boys planned an 
afterpiece, they indicated, but it 
was forgotten with the house half 
emptied by 5:35 p.m. 


An entertaining show that could 
have been served more sensibly. 
Char. 


STATE 


Alice White is 


the name draw at 
the State this week, and drawing 














opener, 


nicely Built up into an act, 
and plenty of assistance 
from Claire, who is m.c. of 
what tsyled ‘Loew's Vaude- 
ville Revue,’ she does a little ball- 
room dancing and a tango with 
William Moffa, gets her breath 
while the five-piece band she car- 
ries breaks the routine and sings 
several songs in a fashion which 
demonstrates that she was not en- 
caged for her voice. Some of the 


with 
Ted 


is 


crowd, particularly the men, are dis- 


appointed in that she goes hi hat, or 
rather long skirt, but she is Alice 
White and she goes over nicely. 
Claire has to supply some of the 
applause for the earilier acts, for 


(Continued on Page 61) 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 








PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, March 11. 


So many people are in and out 
and so many trappings on and off, 
the current stage show confuses 
more often than it entertains. Color 
and lots of it is the principal asset 


and that may or may not fool the} tional for a one-week picture house 


audiences into thinking they're see- 
ing something. However, the chief 
purpose was to find or build 
proper spot for the current ‘in per- 


son’ name, Pola Negri. 


The final decision placed the 
Polish star in the Russian scene, 
which was okay since Miss Negri 
has played Russians _ before. At 


least it was okay until Miss Negri, | 
during the dialog that makes up the} 
bulk of her act, said ‘Here in Mont- 
martre.’ 

Presentation’s title is ‘Revue In- 
ternational,’ with Boris Petroff list- 
ed as producer, and the show is| 
what the title implies. Germany, | 
Ireland, France, Italy, Spain and} 
Russia are represented. In the bill- 
ing 10 specialty people are listed, | 
an unusually heavy line-up, but} 
there’s dough in one spot only and} 
but one of the acts, the Yacopi; 
Troupe, acrobats, is standard. 

| 
| 


Miss Negri makes a solo entrance 
down a flight on center stage steps 
and goes into a torch song in a 
deep contralto. A hanging micro- 
phone overhead and a stationary 
one at the apron pick up the sound. 
Then a leading man, in evening 
clothes, appears and goes into about 
10 minutes of heavy dialog with 
Miss Negri. Less than half of it 
was audible in the mezzanine at the 
Paramount, while what did register 
back there was pretty blah. 

The sketch appeared to be a dis- 
cussion of their affair by two people 
who had loved and parted. She says 
if she can’t have him, she'll take 
plenty of other men that she doesn’t 
like as well, and he says she should 
go ahead and do it. When he walks 
out, Miss Negri picks up the open- 
ing strain and exits doing a reprise. 


From the distant seats Miss Ne- 
geri’s facial expressions were hardly 
discernable. Any emotional power 
she might have injected in the drab 
lines was lost, for her face was not 
seen and her voice not heard. Miss 


gures carrying on a vague conver- 
sation. Which makes the screen 
star a disappointment in her Par- 
amount appearance as far as enter- 
tainment is concerned, and classifies 
her date as just as personal appear- 
ance for billing value. Her singing 
sounded much better than her lines, 
which should be the tipoff for any 
further personals by Miss Negri. 

No announcements, so many of 
the specialty people were not iden- 
tified. Only the Yacopis, the Climas, 
adagio trio, and Gypsy Markoff, ac- 
cordionist from the nite clubs, were 
recognizable. Others billed are 
Melissa Mason, Sergei Abagoff, Car- 
mencita, Paul Draper, and Edwardo 
Brito, 


The opener (Germany) involves a 
pedestal dance by a boy and some 
line work by the David Bines girls 
and boys. Italy contributes the 
shortest number, a tenor solo before 
a gondola effect. Spain comprises a 
castinet dance in front of the girls, 
with a teeter-board follow up by the 
Yacopis in the same set, 


The Climas’ apache, ending with 
both men bumped off, is rougher 
than the average dance of its school 
and grabbed a large hand here, giv- 
ing the French sequence a strong 
finish. The Bines girls in a neatly 
executed and strikingly costumed 
Frenchy line number precede the 
apache. Leading up to Miss Negri 
in Russia is a knife tossing dance 
by a hock stepping boy and an ac- 
cordion number by Miss Markoff. 

Rubinoff and the pit orchestra 
have Ireland to themselves, which 
eliminated production expense in 
that number and had the orchestra 
doubling into the stage show from 
the pit in place of its customary pit 
overture. Rubinoff topped the boys 
with ‘Mother Machree’ on the fiddle. 

Through the use of advance slides 
telling the name of the country to 
be illustrated, the producer either 
gave himself away or showed a low} 
estimate of the mental rating of his | 
audience. The slide system is ele- | 
mentary in the production field. It} 
breaks any hold the show might get! 
on the audience by detracting the! 
auditors’ interest. | 

The Jesse Crawfords, both on the 
stage this week, face each other at 
opposite consoles in a pipe organ 
tribute to composer Harry Warren. | 
They play Warren's best known| 
pops and make it an interesting 
musical interlude. 

‘The Wiser Sex’ (Par), feature. 

Bige. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, March 10, 











' 
| 
| 
| 





With 


ajot the 
| stationary, 


| cialty 


iB. and B., 


quence and the toy soldier idea that 
In the latter a little 
impres- 
sion is that resultant maneuvers by 
In the ballet 
the dancing master falls asleep and 


precedes it. 


girl falls asleep and the 


j the toys is a dream. 


| also dreams, 
The third girl number is excep- 


date, being worthy of production 
| spotting without changes. Fifteen 
Chester Hale girls remain 
attired in long white 
clinging gowns whose trains overlap 
ind completely cover the floor. 
Confined to one spot, they’re limited 
to slow body gyrations and back- 
bends, plus overhead 
manipulation of red ostrich fans. 
At the finish globes beneath the 


some 


} skirts light up. 


Two femmes are among the spe- 
people listed in the billing, 
but not individually identified. The 
names are Mary Miles and Olive 
Sibley. One is a toe dancer and 
dhe other a tall soprano whose 
voice lands all over in a big the- 
atre. Former fronts for the Hale 
line in the ballet number in a cork- 
ing toe specialty. The other billed 
member is Jack Triesault, the danc- 


jing master in the toe item. 


Buck and Bubbles slammed across 


their piano and hoofing routine for 


the customary results and then 
brought on a couple of kid dancers. 
especially Bubbles, who 
steps until unconscious, work hard, 
so the kids let them out for an en- 
core. They’re billed as Buck and 
Bubbles, Jr., and when they start to 
zo to town, they reach their destina- 
tion. Kids were always more ef- 
fective than flags for bows and fin- 
ishes, and when the kids are good, 
like this pair, it’s so much better, 
Buster Keaton in ‘The Passionate 
Plumber’ (Metro) is the feature. 
Yascha Bunchuk sticks to pops this 
week and features the fiddle section 
in an overture entitled ‘Popular 
Melodies of the Hour.’ Nothing on 
the show drew a bigger hand, 
Friday night’s business fair. 
Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 10. 

Current stage presentation is fair 
entertainment, but will do nothing 
to bring extra money into the b. o. 
Fuzzy Knight, getting top billing, 
injects pep into an otherwise list- 
less show. Georgie Stoll band con- 
ributes a good novelty number, ‘The 
Alpine Milkman,’ a Ben Bernie 
standby on the air, and Sally Sweet 
warbles two numbers in her hot 
manner to good returns, but every- 
one seems in that whot-does-it- 
matter mood, 

Attendance for the first perform- 
ance on Thursday, opening day, was 
away off, with less than 500 people 
in the house at 7:30. That probably 
had a lot to do with the performers’ 
manner, It’s impossible to get hot 
in a 3,000-seater that is about one- 
tenth filled. 

Knight is on for 10 minutes, work- 
ing in his usual floor-show manner, 
He managed to hold them with his 
nut delivery and earned an encore. 
Knight opens the new Frolics night 
club, formerly George Olsens, on 
March 17. 

The DeCecilitios, Spanish dancers, 
trot out a tango which works into 
the finale with the line girls back- 
ing up the dance team with a hydrid 
Spanish dance that goes Cuba 
around the middles. Line opens the 
proceedings with a toe strut. 

‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) is the 


featured screen attraction, with a 
cartoon short and the Par News 
clips filling. Call. 


Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Jack Crawford's stage band, three 
vaude acts and a line of girls sound 
like a lot of meat for half an hour's 
entertainment, but proved a rather 
meagre diet, 

Audience response was heaviest 
for the solo vocal windup in the 
band's ‘You're My Everything,’ the 
the tenor taking an insistent encore, 
Curly white poodle dolled in long 
batiked skirts in George Cortello’s 
dog act, drew the one hearty laugh 
of the bill, 

House was about three-fourths 
full Thursday, with ‘Man Who 
Played God' (WB) as the feature, 
indicating that the inagie ingredient 
to stand ’em in line was lacking. 
But fair business these days seems 
good, 

Victor Vant, doing mild clowning 
with a cello, and three precision tap- 
pers calling themsely the Blue Blaz- 
ers were fillers. 

Bight kids in the sprightly chorus 
nicely held opening and closing 
spots. The girls in ballet gauze, 
frozen for a moment under different 





Buck and Bubbles giving 


Pp - ‘ ‘olorec ST Ss as ¢ ‘e f a8 
strength to the principal specialty |‘ red spots, was a pretty flash. 


spot and the balance capably 
ried by the girls, the Capitol has a 
smart stage show this week. It 
should do equally well on the rest 


of the route, although one change/|® 


would enhance its value both for 
New York and elsewhere That 
should take place in the toe ballet 
number, which runs too long. 


Another point that does the bal-' 


let no good and falls just short of 
causing major damage is the 
roundwork conflict in that se- 


car- | 


Cortello’s dogs worked last week 
at Warner's Downtown Main nov- 
|elty is introducing each pooch by 
ome picture star’s name, which gets 


role 


seles, but probably won't if any of 


} 


; the stars used catch the show, 

} Organ interlude by Gaylord Car- 
| ter is separated from the stage show 
| by a cartoon short. Carter did an 


expose of pop steals from the clas- 
;Ssics, with a gag windup 
; how he'd keep playing with his feet 
jit Sangsters stuck his hands up. 


arm | 


showing 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, March 1. 
New Paramount policy of chang- 
ing the program one day earlier 
(Thursday) than is usual here (Fri- 


day), thus making Paramount a 
sure Thursday goal for opening 


fans, resulted in the house being 
packed at the opening. 
tetrenchment policy resulted in 
temporarily doing away with the 
regular Francis A. Mangan stage 
presentation, saving well over $1,000 
;a week. Mangan merely staged a 
| four-minute prolog. 

Show opens with a mixed news- 
reel of Paramount, Pathe and Fox, 
followed by Pierre Millot’s 43-piece 
orchestra, covered by lighting ef- 
fects, giving first the classical 
‘Spanish Symphony’ of Lalo, fovl- 
lowed by ‘Good-night, Sweetheart’ 
and ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon,’ both 
very cleverly arranged by the or- 
chestra’s pianist, M. Moraweck. 

This is followed by an animated 
Fleischer cartoon, in which a shot, 
made in the local Joinville studios, 
has been inserted. Girl who sings 
a chorus afterwards invites the au- 
dience to take it up. 

Feature, ‘Il Est Charmant’ (‘He 
"Is Charming,), which literally ap- 
plies to the film, looks like the big- 
gest hit made in France _ since 
Natan’s ‘Roi des Resquillers.’ It is 
the first 100% French operetta, very 
well acted, and with some of its 
excellent music popular over night. 
Personal appearances are rare here, 
but Meg Lemonnier and Henry 
Garat, the feature leads, appeared 
on the stage and received consider- 
able applause, Mavi. 


ee 


ROXY 


New York, March 11. 


It’s anniversary week at the Roxy 
and the comparatively brief stage 
show is titled ‘Anniversary Parade,’ 
with a repetition of the outstanding 
ballet and Roxyette hits of the year 
and an Irish section sandwiched in 
because the bill closes on St. Pat- 
rick’s Day. 

The first number is the ballet's 
‘Stardust,’ in the sure fire combina- 
tion of white and blue, with silver 
tinsel. The choreography is nicely 
written and Patricia Bowman con- 
tributes a conventional, but most 
graceful valse ballet in a pretty 
pink costume. The solo is more 
representative of Miss Bowman 
than her pronounced novelties would 
have been and so fits into the 
scheme of things. Several of the 
formations brought spontaneous ap- 
plause. 

In the second division the male 
chorus croons Irish airs from one 
of the boxes in the choral stairways 
sounding more like a radio than a 
stage act, but losing nothing there- 
by. Both boxes are heavily masked 
in green foliage and from the sec- 
ond box Miss Belkin contributes a 
solo number in her brilliant sopr:no. 
The audience was far from predom- 
inantly Irish, but the selection went 
over to a big hand. 

Then come the Roxyettes 
drill on a flight of silver stairs 
reaching halfway to the flies. Even 
on the early showings the girls went 
through an intricate drill with al- 
most perfect precision and the wheel 
formation got the hand it deserved. 
For the finish the ballet, in similar 
costumes of contrasting colors, add 
the weight of their numbers. Just 
before the curtain two squads of the 
embryonic generals who show the 
customers to their seats file on to 
salute solemnly. Going off one of 
the boys in the front file was out 
of step on the start off and the 
regulars wondered if he went to the 
usher room and committed hari-kari 
in his chagrin. Otherwise the boys 
were right alongside the Roxyettes 
for precision, even though they ap- 
pear only during Anniversary Week. 

Fred Waring’s augmented band 
did better than might have been ex- 
pected of a jazz orchestra playing 
‘Aida.” The march was taken at 
too quick a tempo at the start but 
slowed down to form an effective 
finale. Stuart Churchill vocalized 
‘Celeste Aida’ in a too sugary tenor 
with almost boy soprano high notes, 
and got an excellent reception. 

The newsreel and a Mickey 
Mouse complete the program, 


BEVERLY, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 9. 

In a town noted for its cheapness 
in all things it comes as something 
of a surprise to encounter a neigh- 
borhood film parlor with its pay- 
box reading: General admission, 
a0c, lodges 60c. That’s high for 
any non-deluxe neighborhood house 
in any town, 

Explanation seemingly is that the 
severly is located in the snooty 
residential baliiwicks where money 
flows somewhat swifter than glue. 
It differs little in program, release 
dates, or other fundamentals from 
neighborhood spots scattered around 
this generous geography and charg- 
ing 25 cents. 

Half the house is given over to 
loges, large indolence - inducing 
leather pews that command an ex- 





in a 





tra double jitney per rental. That 
— the tastes of the neighbor- 
100d, 





now a link In the chain called Holly- 
; wood ‘Theatres, Ltd. There are 
|eight, all fairly new, well located, 
and, for the past half year operated 
non-union, Beverly keeps its 


| Beverly, nee Fox West Coast, is 





chemicals handy having attracted 
several perfumed crystats follow- 


ing the ostracism of the labor 
guilds. 
Opposition is Warners newer, 


larger, around-the-corner, similar- 
ly priced, outpost billed in the com- 
munity as ‘the pride of Beverly 
Hills.” Business in both places was 
fairly good on a Monday night. 

Metro's ‘Passionate Plumber’ 
helped by a Paramount short, “There 
Ought to be a Law,’ a Columbia 
cartoon, a Grantland Rice sport- 
light, Metro-Hearst newsreels, com- 
posed the program at the Beverly. 
Warners had Columbia’s ‘Forbid- 
den.’ Three changes weekly. 

Land, 


Denver, March 9. 

‘Limehouse Nights’ idea, scene 
laid in Chinese section of London, 
and opening is dim behind scrim 
with figures moving around. Don 
Carroll singing. The idea is tied 
together with a touch of melodrama 
at the beginning and finish. Sailor 
makes love to inmate of Chinatown, 
gives her presents and tries to per- 
suade her to go away with him, but 
she fears her Chinese master, who 
comes on just before the scene 
closes and seizes the girl. Closing 
the idea the Chinese and his slave 
girl, Armando and Lita, do a thrill- 
ing Apache adagio. At the finish 
girl shoots Chinaman, and he, 
drawing a long dagger, stabs her. 
Sailor lover on at finish singing 
over dead girl. 

Virst and only line dressed in 
Chinese costumes, each carrying 
two huge Japanese lanterns. After 
their routine the Wing Wah troupe 
defy the laws of gravity and do re- 
markable contortion. One _ girl, 
while standing on two pedestals, 
bends over backward and picks 
coins off a table with her teeth. 
Table is 18 inches below her feet. 
Several of the line entertain with 
specialties instead of more routines. 
Val and Ernie Stanton work their 
chatter so fast it’s hard to keep up 
with them, audience roaring most 
of the time. Their phone conversa- 
tions are unique. The idea closes 
with the Apache adagio dance by 
Armanda and Lita. 

Fred Schmitt's pit crew play be- 
fors niftiest orchestra background 
ever. Lattice work with roses 
strung all over and for closing 
number the background flashes into 
light, a globe being hidden in each 


flower. Overture was ‘A Bouquet 
of Roses,’ loaded with flowery 
music, Harry Wilson sings ‘Roses 


otf Picardy’ in a rich baritone. 

Dorothy Mackaill made this her 
first stop on her personal appear- 
ance tour, and while her presence 
helped the gross it was reported 
costing $3,000. Her number is laid 
in a Hollywood apartment and is 
supposed to be a _ rehearsal—and 
that’s just about what it was. 
Starts out by hiring Montgomery 
and Dowell to appear with her in 
screen love scenes, and after they 
each put on one, her husband, Neil 
Miller, butts in and declares she 
should leave the love scenes for the 
screen and urges her to make this 
a vaude tour. 

She agrees and the four rehearse 
the act. Neil sings some songs. He 
sounds better over the radio (which 
is his field) than over the footlights. 
Miss Mackaill changes to evening 
dress for a song and dance, and for 
finale all are in full dress, 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, March 9, 

Best bill since the house started 
a month ago-—that describes the 
RKO vaude at the Orpheum. Opens 
with the Four Covans, colored, with 
two femmes and two men. They 
mix their dances and a couple sing 
‘Get Happy’ accompanied by a pair 
of twangy banjos played by the 
other duo. They were spotted into 
the show here, taking the place of 
the Foys, who dropped out on the 
coast due to illness. The Covans 
came here from Los Angeles and 
were having a hard time of it due 
to the altitude. One of them was 
carried to the dressing room after 
the first show. 

Charles Carrer is a peppy jug- 
gler, without chatter or songs, but 
he doesn’t need either. His jug- 
gling is lively and goes over well, 
most of it new here. 
two on blade on pole six feet long 
and balanced on chin. Throws 
oranges to top of 20-foot pole on 
chin. His plate and bottle number 
is fast and well executed, 

Jack McLallen and Doris Elling- 
ton, With an unprogrammed goof, 
give half hour of slow motion 
hilarity. No attempt is made to 
force the jokes, but plenty of time 
is given for the idea to sink in. 
Miss Ellington sings pops from re- 
cent tiusical comedies for finish. 

The three Beverly sisters build 
up the last act, a dancing number, 
for Irene Vermillion, who rates as 
a class dancer, introducing new 
ideas in terpsichore. Beverly girls, 
in addition to being good unison 
dancers, are first rate at the piano, 
violin and bass viol, playing for the 
finale of Irene’s act. 

The overture by Earl Kave's or- 
chestra, not as good as any of his 
other three since the opening, is 
poor only by comparison to them. 





The brass are too prominent and 
impairs the harmony, 


es 


| OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, March 1, 

Olympia show, lasting slichtly 
over two hours, is on the usual pol- 
icy of having an animated cartoon 
follow the mixed newsreel, and 
shoving a stage presentation be. 
tween the orchestra number that 
follows and the feature. The mu.- 
sical part is ‘Cappriccio Espagnol’ 
(Rimsky-Korsakow), done in the 


pit by the Bailly orchestra, with 
considerable success, evidencing 
picture publics still go for good 


music. 

Stage presentation holds over the 
12 Mersey Girls with a new routine 
and introduces the 8 Brox, Dutch 
accordionists. The English girls 
luckily relieve by their liveliness 
the somewhat dull routine of the 
Dutch. 

Haik feature, ‘Pour Un Sous 
D’Amour’ (‘For One Cent’s Worth 
of Love’) has been accepted by a 
musically inclined public on account 
of Andre Bauge’s over-abundant 
yodeling, especially in the first 
part. The singer, who is most pop- 
ular, was the first to appear in 
French talkers. Mazi. 


72D ST. PLAYHOUSE 
New York, March 12. 

Tucked away on the edge of 
Yorkville is this little 650-seater 
which has long vexed foreign film 
folks in the United States. For 
over two years it has been the one 
consistent money-making theatre in 
America’s foreign field, with prac- 
tically never a losing week. Which, 
considering the many sad and costly 
failures in that field, is quite a 
story. 

J. R. Whitney is the proprietor. 
He had either the good fortune or 
the foresight to go into a nabe for- 
eign policy at about the same time 
as other foreign film men were try- 
ing to make fortunes with arty or 
Broadway theatres. There's noth- 
ing fancy or arty or tricky about 
the 72d Street. It’s just a nabe grind 
with hard seats and a two-bit en- 
trance fee. With the trick, cf 
course, in that last fact. 

For almost the entire life of the 
theatre as a German nabe playhouse 
it was the only one in its price field. 
Nobody thought of competing with 
Whitney for a measly quarter take. 
When 1erman film men were 
through trying to get a dollar or 
more per ticket uptown they turned 
their pictures over to Whitney tor 
practically nothing and let him get 
his quarters. At the end of the year 
he had a considerable bank account 
and reputation, and the others had 
headaches. 

Now within the past two months 
two other German theatres with 
25-cent admission prices have 
sprung up within a few blocks of 
this house. They're doing okay. 
But he’s still packing them in. Be- 
cause of the habit he taught the 
Germans during the past two years 
probably. 

Currently the program here is 
pretty weak. Getting harder for the 
theatre to get product now than it 
used to be, which may eventually 
cut down the business. There’s a 
gz00d old German picture, ‘Muter- 
liebe’ (Porten) and a Czechoslo- 
vakian talker, ‘Ze Soboty na Nedelf® 
(‘From Saturday to Sunday).’ For- 
eign pictures from small! countries 
like Czechoslovakia are handled so 
carelessly in the United States that 
a review of the picture is impossible. 
Some person in Chicago named 
Micholko owns the American rights 
and shipped the picture to the thea- 
tre hoping they’d play it. No credit 
sheets of any sort, no synopsis of 
the story, no talent identification. 
It’s a pretty poor film anyway, so 
maybe it doesn’t matter. 

What matters ig that the double 
feature program in two languages 
is again showing that the owner of 
this playhouse is a fairly astute 
showman, because with both pic- 
tures very ordinary and with stiff 
opposition from two new theatres 
he still had ’em packed into his lit- 
tle theatre. 

And next week a Hungarian talker 
is doubled with a German. It may 
be a new idea that sounds goofy, 
but the proof of something or other 
lies in the fact that the 72d Street 





Cuts apple in j Week, 


continues making money” every 
Kauf. 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, March 12 

Caught on second showing on 
opening day, full-length stage show 
(65 minutes) in spite of fact that 
picture, Par’s ‘Shanghai Express,’ 
is packing them in. Best afternoon 
house in a long time may be tied 
up with the fact that this is first 
time they are giving patrons a 
Dietrich picture. 

Al Trahan given feature billing 
on stage and perhaps better known 
here than the others through pre- 
vious booking. Act is held to the 
finish and runs almost as long as 
ail the others combined, 

Show opens on ‘Jungle Rhythm,’ 
African setting with full chorus on 
staze and tom-tom voodoo solo in 
center. Followed by line girls in 
routine with black and white shields. 

Slate Brothers come on cold with 
their special grade of rough stuff 
and that throat-grabbing stunt that 





(Continued on page 37) 
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Montgomery and McDowell, a Los Angeles, March 9 | 7 F-WC's Low = arate theatre deal. Security First 
couple of snappy looking dancing —— Bacto a te ‘Im 9. | Powell-Lombard Together | New low for Fox-W' houses fs National bank is asking $2,100 on a 
lads, round out the sketch. Spotted Pee pres Rigecondiag Oe } eee Interview, by Aben Kandel, may the policy for the CA Vhittier lease. Howard Hughes is named 
- OI sions’ Idea is that it was just barely} pe civen Cc t oductior Wil Plvd. theatre Tivo features for| jointly with Franklin all suits 
on the closing end, the act skipped | passable. Fanchon & Marco unit is ee ee ee ee ee a yo PS lala sis ee ae eee a oe ee eee 
through breezily, bringing the cur-| yndistinguished by anything out-| | m Powell and Carole Lombard 20 cents. a ge ° 
tain down. standing, unless it's & leaning to-| V"0°°S 20F Sense tn the two-char- | sata a an fending Coast Logite ; 
Opening has Joseph Griffin intro- | ward the exotic in dance anateenen | acter but as yet unproduced play. . 7 _Veehnical YP re © aes. ., . , 7“ dic ke r- 
ducing a bird cage number by the | and routines, Greatest weakness r..} > a aw Cis ++ } - fa ear ; a ptr i; anh er a | pnd ae “ a i Cro I, "Co. 
Lambert ballet and Sybil Sanders | lies in the Idea’s lack of comedy, th John Ford and Tay Garnett have | Indie produc a ia” deli | de tee tie aa ae 
Fagan doing a whistling accom- | act supposedly supplying this fail-| en added to Universal's directo: ord sid i musi ae, ide sine “= ria 3 AV me! . e con ca ; 
Ppaniment near the wings. That! ine to get to first base. a sng: gh hee niefly ng cig a > pathag A Hen vs pos SP 22 hag o 
Was a mistake. While Miss Fagan,| One bright part was Paul Sydell | ee: ae a Penn ods 1‘ nd BF a pont paige ty vo pn ; f 
retired from the stage and living in| and his three dogs. Natacha Nat- nin. ad: te Eiection Special ; Nine Film ¢ ve Tactics ~ he ae Wo A x 
town, was spotted the last minute! tova, who has top billing and was Hel! Bent for Election,’ an orig- | Levy Wins Film “% OCTEERR: ASS OO ee 
. ¢ ? '9 for E liver at Radio Bert Levy, vauds irtoonl ‘ e at he Hiltmore April 18 for 
as a filler, no reason why she} listed as coming from the Folies (““- + Edna May Oliver at Radi . <4 S be 1 swine Ms geen 
ehouldn't have had a proper spot. | Bergere, works with a large flowe1 is hk red by the studio to isn I ams Le he } 4 ) \ e¢ ~ : vunderdas SOS = 
Miss Fagan and not Griffin should! pot, climbing in and around the! ©" pre-election political interes aa ’ op hppa eee oe See ees SS ee 
have introduced the number, con-!petunias, which carry her weight.) }@rn is an original by 5S. J. Perel ' = ' whee efore opening at the Biltmore. 
Bidering that Griftin repeated from | Dance is unusual. I n With Ralph Murphy directin: I reit , RhO Ls Ber H ne 
the pit only a few minutes before.| ‘Impressions’ was built in New or a 2 oy ‘ Cecil i —— Broke Leg are 
Griflin’s Irish lullabies have been York by Leon Leonidoff. Lack ot ; He Was Good ecil Kellogg is in the Holly wood 
fixturized in B. & K. houses for | talent is chiefly respon ible for unit ATter seeing the rusi of ‘5 uns . - hospi al with a broken leg re sult ol 
years. In that time he has earned| not being up to Leonidoff’s usu erica’ Frank Borzage admitte : Indie’s Mystic Expose a trick horse kicking him while 
@ certain popularity that is now | chowing. t Raymond Castella, juv in the ¢ A ndaie ] pducer, W ve rking on Destry Rides Again’ at 
in danger because of his oft re- Other acts are the Four Flush- P re, was his nepeey ros “ te Me ee eae iia 
eated anne; re ces inee enilor tumblir t Toe >¢ nee the k d's name to PB t i vil _ —_ 
: Ser aoe aie, ie secied oft yet y , é x. Fake yrace KS Golden Reinstated 
Jueeling and smoot] ' ; nd rs an —_—— li \ t direct Max Golden, former studio man- 
Clicked handily by pn bv m ‘ of nois th Wood is first of 2 nur ( ii l¢ ! iger of Fox, who left during the 
‘one. Talent is one thin Che lidn’t hit with the idiences mount players to get a € | recent upheaval, is. back on the lot 
a@not} but in Flash Ae mblera. the ire f: nlv one et, Slowing up of pro: - — gain as manager of the wardrobe 
combined. As a lejof the quart showing anything as the reason. Radio’s Writcr Shuffle department. Lloyd Levy, former 
manipulator Flash probably has no } < s rating Of the 20 writers nov inder con- | wardrobe head, resigned through 
rival, at least in this country. Ilal- tose is ane ntric, most of his e} Torres, Brox Sisters 2 tract at Radio only four are from illness. 
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EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED _ 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








Trene Ricardo 
A&G Falls 
86th St. 


Ist half (19-22) 
Iais Torres 
Aunt Jemima 
Henry Santrey Or 

2d half (23-25) 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Conlin & Glass 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
(One to fill) 

2d half Gs. 18) 
Cadette 6 
Bob Bob & Bobby 
yeorges Carpentier 
Webb & Lane 
Charley Chase 
Stone & Seydel Co 
Hippodrome (19) 
Little Pipifax 
Gerald Griffin 
Webb & Lane 
Wan Wan San Tr 
Wilson Bros 
Dave Apollon Co 

(12) 

Geo Dormonde Co 
Ashley Paige Co 
DeW'lfe M'tc’lt & F 





Wilton Sis 
(Two to fll) 
2d half (23-26) 
ria Foy 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Van Lane & V 
Buster Shaver Co 
Joe Herbert 
Adler & Bradford 
ATLANTA 
Kelth’s (19) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & nm 


(12) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar’s Ry 
BALTIMORE 
Keith’s (12) 
Edith Karen Co 
Phil Cook 
Tarzan 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (19) 
DeW'lf M’tc’lf & F 
LePaul 
Jack Beavais Co 
Hal Sherman 
Carol & Stuart 








Associates: 





CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Booking with Loew, F. & M., Warner, 

Publix, Radio, Taikies. 

Suite 701, 1619 Broadway, New York 
Phone COlumbus 5-0033 

Phil Coscla—BDert Lawrence 














Small & Mays 
Raymond Wilbert 
Carl Freed Co 
Singing Sam 
Joe Bell & Sis 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (19) 
Chevalier Bros 
Paul Yocan Co 
Eddie Hanley 
Charley Chase 
Lucky Mellinda Or 
(12) 


Lestra Lamont Co 
Madeline Patrice 
# Golden Blondes 
Gus Van 
Flushing 

ist haif (19-22) 
Jeseph Blank Co 
Jed Dooley 
Esther Ralston 
Ieon Janney 
Bert Nagle Co 

2d half (23-25) 
V.ouis Moscont Co 
‘Inima 
Carpentier 
(Two to fill 
2d half (1¢ 
Dogs 


TR) 


Joe Kelson 
J.& K Spangler 
leavitt & Lockw'd 
Lester Cole Co 
Kenmore 
half (19-22 
Rich U nit 
half (293-25 


25) 
J ba © Torrence 


Ist 
soety 


(12) 
Madie & Ray 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Irene Rich Co 
Nddie Stanley Co 
N Thomas 6 
BUFFALO 
Te. (19) 
Harris 2 & 
Joe Wong 
Art Henry Co 
Trini Co 
(12) 
Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
ist half (19-2 
Don Valerio Co 
Joe Termini 
In Wrong 
CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 
3 Aces & Queen 
Lyons & Snyder 
Mitzi Green 
Britt Wood 
Gracella é 
(12) 
Meyers Iubow 
Al Abbott 
Kate Smith 
Bob Hope Co 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (19) 
4 Ortons 
Frank Richardson 


Th' dor e 











Chester Fredericks 


& Ri 











Yoki Japs 


Honey Boys Betty Jane Cooper 


Wills & Davis NEWARK 
Marcella’s Dancers Keith’s (19) 
(12) 


James Evans Co 
Roy Smeck 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 


Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldle 


Emil Boreo 
> : Chas King 
B Wells & 4 Fays rer . 
DES MOINES Humby 7 aie Sis 
Keith’s vs 
1st half (19-22) Texas Guinan Co 
LaSalle & Mack NEW ORLEANS 
Benny Ross Keith’s (19) 
Lewis Mack Jack Hedley 3 


Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 


2a half (23-25) 
Harrington Sis 


Coscia & Verdi (12) 
Lido Ladies Wallace Sis 
2d half (16-18) Bob Nelson 


Don Valerio Co 
Joe Termini Co 
In Wrong 


Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
Rimac’s Orch 


~~ JACK SIDNEY 
HEADLINED 


In F. & M. “Manhattan Idea” 
Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 

















DETROIT OAKLAND 


Downtown Keith’s (19) 


ist half (19-22) 
Nice Florio & Ll 
(ime to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Bernard & Henry 
Howe Leonard & K 

2d haif (16-18) 
Violet Carlson 
Fred Craig Jr 

FORT WAYNE 

Keith’s 

Ist half (19-22) 
Erlen Sis 
Al Abbott 
Lane A eee, P | Emil Boreo 

etty Jane Cooper B Wells & 4 Fays 

GRAND RAPIDS ON ta 

Kelth’s 4 Covans 
ist half (19-22) Chas Carrer 


Crystal 3 Jack MecLallen 
Edgar Bergen Co 


4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 

Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 


(12) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
OMAHA 
Keith's (19) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 


Porcelai Irene Vermilli 
n Romance on 
1 YAP PATERSON 


Lyrie (19) 
Donovan Girls & B 
Bob Lasalle 
Galla-Rini & Sts 
Geo McKay Co 

(12) 
Nice Florio & L 
Ada Brown 


ist half (19-22) 
Lop Moscon! Co 
Hutchins & Smith 
Mills Bros 

2a half (23-25) 
Warren & Inman 
Bobby May 


Jordan & Woods Geo Andree 

Ray Hughes & P Singing Sam 

Crystal 8 2a half (16-18) 
KANSAS CTY Kitaro Japs 


Keith's (19) 
{ Covans 
Chas Carrer 
Jack Mctlallen 


John Quinlan 
Welch & Hills 
Johnny Tyrell 
Sidney VPaige 


























IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 
BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 
Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 

















Irene Vermillion | PHILADELPHIA 
(2 ratth? 
3 Lordens nie Keith's (19) 
Anita Casa Slim Timblin 
Brems Fitz & Mur | Harry Sa Aad Co 
Ledova | (1 
LINCOLN Paul houses Co 
Stuart (19) Weist & Stanton 
Sybilla Bowhan Millis & Robinson 
a = a PORTLAND, ME. 
Evans & Mayer Keith’s (19) 
(One to filly | Fred Keatine 
LITTLE ROCK Hioward Fine & H 
Pulaski (19) }Mangean Girls 
Lya & Wolf | A lelaide Hall 
Bertolino (12) 
Sid Marion Bob Stockney 
EFarl Lindsay Rev Maker & Redford 
} q12) Singer's Midgets 

















ist half (19-22) 


Roger Ball Co 





JEROME MANN 


“Equally at home as a single or m.c.; provides 
the kick of the intact show.’’—Syracuse ‘‘Herald.” 
Dir. Bernard Burke—Curtis-Allen Office 








Benard & ‘Sense 
Howe Leonard & K 
Bob Ripa 
SPR’GF’LD, MASS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (19-33) 
Zelda Bros 
Marie DeComa 
Seed & Austin 
Jimmy Burchill Ce 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (18) 
Kluting’s Animals 
Ann Greenway 
Rita Royce Co 
Richie Craig Je 
Geo E Stone 


Jean Carr Co 
Chester Fredericks 
Frank Richardson 
Morris & Campbell 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (19) 
Benny Meroff Orch 





Jack Petit & Buady 
DePace Co 
Eddie Garr 
Edwards Co 
2) 
Aussie & Czeck 
Harry Savoy 
Lee Morse 
‘Slim’ Timblia 
Olivette Co 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0. 
Kelth’s 
Ist half (19-23) 
Danny White Ce 
Milla Kirk & M 
Hilton & Garon 
Kay Kayser 
24 half (23-25) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Fred Sanborne 
emened < . meue 


2) 
Gene & Glenn 





Loew 








Capitol (18) 
Don Barclay 
4 Carlton Bros 
Oscar Rogland 
Bob Pitkin 


NEW YORK CITY] Rubio Sis 


Delivery Boys 
Davis & Newton 


Sid White 
Bernice & Emily Co 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
Radie Announcers: James Wallington, Pat Kelly 








Mabeeorite’ & am 
Boulevard 
Ist half (19-22) 
Olvera Bros 
Delivery Boys 
Barney Grant Ce 
Von Loesen Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
W Harriman Co 
Grant Withers Co 
Orpheum 
Ist half (19-22) 
Monroe-Adams Sis 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
F D'Amore Co 
Bernice & Emily Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-26) 
Erma Ward Co 
3’ Ryans 
53 Slate Bros 
(Two to fill) 
Parndise (18) 
Jean Harlow 
N T Granlund 
(Others to fill) 
State (19) 
T & B Wonder 
Street Singer 
Ross & Edwards 
Chaney & Fox Co 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (19-23) 
{ Wile:s 
Warry Spear 
Married a la Carte 
Bill Telaak Co 
siby & Murry Rev 











2nd half (23-25) 


Gates Ave. 


ist half (19-22) 
G D’'Ormonde Co 
Sid White 


Lubin-Larry & A’ 
Mae Usher 
(One to fill) 
2nd halt (23-26) 
W Jennicr & B 
Scott Sanders 
Colby & Murry Rev 
(Two to fill) 
Metropolitan (19) 
Bradna’s Circus 
Pitkin 
Ist half (19-22) 
Rubio Sis 
P & P Garvin 
Will Baubrey 
Vanessi Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 
Cardini 
Kitty Doner Co 
Bill Telaak Co 
T Christian Orch 
Valencia (18) 
Candreva Bros 
Woyal’s Dogs 
Terrell & Fawcette 
ASTOR 
Triboro 
ist half (19-22 
W Jennier & B'y 
Robby Rollins Co 
Manny King Co 
Scoit Sanders 
W Harriman Co 
2nd half (23-25) 
Olvera Bros 
Tex McLeod 
Lubin-Larry 


) 


& A’ 





(Two to fill) 
































Taew's (19) 





Vanessi Co 








ist half (19-22) 
Nat Chick Haines 
Rome & Gaut 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Ferdies’ Cadets 
Jones & Rae 
Ebony Scandals 
(One to fill) 

2a half (16- 18) 
Rath Bros 
3 Sunshine Girls 





Cahill & Maybelle (One to fill) 
CHESTER King & Burnett 
Stanley Bob Carney Co 


Marcus Sis Co 


LAWRENCE 
Warner (12) 
F X Bushman 
Reynolds & White 
Jean Bedini Co 


NEW LONDON 
Garde (12) 
Margie Coates 
Parker Weinberg 
(Two to fill) 





~ RYAN and 


Toledo “Blade”: 


NOBLETTE | 


‘Ryan and Noblette 
proved to be expert clowns.’’—V. K. R. 








Cariton Emmy 
Archer & Jackson 


2a half (16-19) 
Armand & Perez 
Frances Kennedy 
Calla-Rini & Sis 
Ross & Bennett 
Vanderbilt 4 

ELIZ ae 


Ritz 
ist half (19-22) 
Angel Co 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Russian Revels 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Terrace Sis 
J & B Page 
Tean Arthur Co 
Burt & Lee 
Leslie Co 
ELMIRA 
Kearny (12) 
Harrison's Circus 
Raynor Lehr 
BR & L Fitzgibbons 
Erma Ward Co 
cCRIE 
Warner (19) 
Joe Marks 
Ray & Harrison 
(One rae 
13) 


Roy "& Romero 
Milt Douglas 
Willie West & 

HOBOKEN 
Fabian 

Ist half (19-22) 


McG 


NEW HAVEN 

Sherman (19) 
Stuart & Lash 
Bon John Co 
(Four to fill) 

(12) 
Johnny Pastine 
Davey & Rosemarie 
Abbott & Robey 
Will Marstin 
Cohen & Roche 
Babe Egan Co 

PHILADELPHIA 

Circle 

Ist half (19-22) 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
(One to fill) 
Talent & Merit 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Justa Good 4 
J Francis Dooley 
Ebonv Scandals 

Farle (19) 

4 Spiders & F 
Slim Timblin 
Hunter & Percival 
Harry Savoy 

(12) 

Kay Hamlin & Kay 
Talent & Merit 
Renoff Renova & 3 
Mastbaum (18) 

3 Rio Bros 

Yorke & King 
Stadler & Rose 
Evelyn Wilson 

(11) 
Cherry Blossom & J 
Hill & Woffman 
Al Trahan 





State 
Ist half (19-22) 








MERRY 


BOB CARNEY 


MAKER 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 











Connie & Benn 
Barry & Lancaster 
Local Show 

2a half (23-25) 
Angel Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Wood & Duthers 
tddie Conrad Co 
Dorothy Co 
LANCASTER, PA. 

Capitol (19-22) 
Mel Klee 
Dance Aristocrats 
(Two to fill) 





2d half (23-25) 
Ferdies’ Cadets 


Talent & Merit 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
3 Boys 
Bob Robison 
Roisman's Ala 

PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (18) 
Cherry Blossom & J 
Sammy Cohen 
Daphne Pollard 
Jean Carr 

(18) 





3 Rio Bros 
Petite & Douglas 
































_ 
RIETY Tuesday, March 1s, 1932 _ 
34 VA = 
Evelyn Wilson Watson & Cohen 
PROVIDENCE = et - " Harrington Sis 4 Sullys 
Kelth's (19) tbony follies ; (Two to fill) 
yoo Peanuts Cy, | Iealy & Cross Picture Theatres 9} = ™ sure ed 
or 4 Major Sharp & M W & G Ahern ist halt (19-22 WILMINGT’N, D’I,. 
Variety Bills [ere "sans ait ome 
DeToregos 7 ah. ¢aike ‘ ’ e Nar} - 
J Mills & Robinson Keith's (19) NEW YORK CITY; ‘Dancers in Love =f + tr iss i8) oat hate tte 32) 
Van Horn & Ines 2 Bredwins Paramount (11) BUSrALS (To fill) le: Levan & ‘Toles 
(12) Madeline Patrice Pola Negri Buffalo (11) 2a half (16-18) twig to 40s 
Whiteman Orch Harry J Conley Yacopi Tr Helen Kane ‘ Geo Fawcett Co gal a e 
NEXT WEEK (March 19) -- en “== | Melissa Mason Dance THOER | Lavan & Bole = | 24 half (23-25) 
€ r na sic aines 
March 12 CHRISTENSEN BROS. Gypsy Markoff Fisher (11) UTICA wadie White 
THIS WEEK ( arc ) AND CO. Sergie Abagoft ‘Variations Stanley (19) (Two to fill 
ie ” Carmencita Fields Smith & F Watson & Cohen 24 half (16-18) 
: : ; 4068 nina day ef ‘Peers of the vata —_ Paul Draper Tony Pagilacel Willie West & McG | egies Hros 
Numerals in connection see my agin — opening y Dir.—Rogor E. Murrel Ageacy etoaiha tette Mevakos | (Two to fill Cole Hr 
show, whether full or split wee : ———— Rubinoft ‘Play Girl 2) a a het 
ROCHESTER Pearce & Velie ‘Dancers in Dark reeveaee . ike a Lifesavers 
Keith’s (19) (12) Roxy (11) Fay’s (12) Hugh Skelly 
{ Barry & Whitledge ; Jack Hendley 3 Morton Downey DeLong 3 Fred Waring’s Or | Jean & _Linton Mel Klee YORK 
, ¥’gst’rs of Y'st'rd’y | Dick Henderson | ‘Tony Wons Gracie Barry Patricia Bowman Helen Gorman Jean Callaway Or Strand 
(12) | Kramer & Boyle | Jacques Renard Or} Hilton & Garron Beatrice Belkin Beladona _ WASHINGTON haif (19.99 
RKO 3 Aces & Queen } Rimac’s Orch | (12) Bernivici Orch Musketeers Princess Nuwana Farle (19) Ist haif (19-22) 
Collette Lyons LOS ANGELES Rill Robinson Co TACOMA ‘Beast of th City’ Darly Little Elk Renoff Renova & B Rath Bri = 
Mitsi Green Orpheum (19) SALT LAKE CITY Keith’s (19) BROOKLYN | Bello, Montrose Remos’ Midgets Jones & Rea 
aie , » eur 6 —— sobe Britt Wood | Duke Ellington Plaza (19) Vernon Rathburn Paramount ( jouglas Reynok Geo Beatty Ebony Scandals 
ae Peete, ite | ttn = 2 aed Gra ella — Th’ 1 re | Hilistreet | (19) | Atlas LaM oe & B Edith Bow ‘In the Bag’ James ago (12) se se PT 
enter ‘St aver Co | Bobby Pincus . oe mE aND | oaee o ae a | Weaver Bros & BK Dr Rockwell Johnny Burke , Ape pte 3 Cossacks - . rie 5-25) 
Benny Rubin Mills Bros Palace (19) | Ray Huling (12) Electric 3 Ayres & Rene Co Ralp ee oan Lillian Shade ll ange ll —_ 
Jack Es . ey 2a half (16-18) Meyers Lubow & R | peer aa Nelson | Toki Japs (12) 5 Elgins : Nan 5S pod ing _ Jones & Lee ee me ristocrats 
Paul Whiteman Roger Bali Co tera Ris Michi soya “A Honey Boys eagees Girte 3 McCann Sis After Tomorro Chris Carlton a oe 
\ ( I ( Glyder mapa niga ee pets . OP ing Wills & Davis red Keating , : 1 ree 
wer Faas’ a? nl Rae ~~ egies Van Cello & Mary Marcella’s Dancers | Adelaide Hall by nw pet " 3a halt (16-18) 
Doc Raker Co Gus Shy Co Bob Hope Co a Sr SAN FRANCISCO | Howard Fine & H ; ; — eatin ie . eae Sane 
Roy Smeck Don Santos - i ane Bh Yorke 2 sane Golden Gate (19) Siamese 2 : BALTIMORE Eing-Kieg & ng WHEELING a ar & 8 ae 
Aunt Jemima Neville Fleeson Co anny nite ¢ o 28 MADISON Fortunello & Cirill TORONTO Century (19) Jack North . oe Ay af - se 163 
Jack Haley Madison Rae & Harrison MA o% Hope Vernon Hippodrome (19) 3 Gobs pm Mack- Harold & B'y Capito) (12 om ! ahs - 
Norma Terris Ist half (19-22) Morton Downey Keith's se Marty May Seiler & Wills O'Hanlon & Z'nal Sophie Tucker Co Jerome & Ryan reda rko oO 
= rony Wons Ist half (19-22) Friedland’s Ce Gaston Palmer Jack Reid NEWARK 
aniees menaed Or Suen ae & C (12) Ken Murray Co Clifford & Marion State _ 
Sth St. (19) Ada Brown ‘tasting S yy Brian BOSTON Maxine Lewis Co 
D GAGS? Bill Robinson Co Toto ¢ cee =e as = Orpheum (19) D & FE Barstow At the PARAMOUNT, New York 
oO ‘ ni (12) ; - half (23-25) — : a = Janet May H Timbers Co NOW 
ob Ripa Erlen Sis Clark & O'Neil (Two to fill) 
You DANCE ROUTINE? |) fer i2%\one | Soo Termin ROBINSON & DeWITT | 3°85.5.088 | His hon edt Meeak sn 
Jiamon: soys n rong ) ‘ali Penn (19) 
Need SPECIAL SONGS? Setudiain: meena... diese ah Metter “Offer fast-moving, well-staged and colorful Du Calion Rv | Walter Dare Wahl MELISSA MASON 
Consalt HARRY PUCK DALLAS 2d halt (16-18) | aet.""—Kansas City ‘“Pest."” CHICAGO Freddy Bernard 
Tailor made song and dance mate- Keith's (19) _ Bobby & King oa a nn rn ne ~ Oriental (19) Rita De Lano Piaced 1 
rial written especially to your style oe mag & DeWitt er . eo wee Otelieies (12) El Brendel Paul Tittle satel ae bh ee 
= yae ager ince U onei as mMeiso a . ayo ‘ STE 
Room meee, 1560 beet enw f N. ¥. erry Corwey Devito & Denny Teck Murdock Co Neal Sis + Ra Loew's (19) LEDDY & 
1one BRyant 9-5746 Pop Cameron MILWAUKEE Lee Lee Lee & Lee} Runaway 4 Lucky 7-3 Freda & Palace 
(12) Koith'’s (19) Orpheum (19) Gloria Foy Co CLEVELAND Pasquali Bros —— ——— —— = 
rn Lya & Woit Rosette & Luttman | Howard se ye senney cues State (19) Coles-Daks & F* 
fill Osborne Orch tobby Pinc Bertolino Bud Harris 12 yor et ad B Murphy Co Cook & Brown 
badd c borne j Rave Gee Co Sid’ Marion Nick Lucas Howard Thurstee rate Johany Hyman SYRACUSE F h & Marco 
Radio Understudies | (Three to fill) Earl I.indsay Rev Devito & Denny SCHENECTADY ist half (19-32 A & R Samuels State (19) anc on 
Benny Rubin 2d half (23-26) DAVENPORT _ is? Keith's |. Homer Romaine Dave Tannen Joe Cock Co 
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A Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
‘SHOr. 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Liquid Sun Tan—$1.00 








Collenette Ballet DALLAS 
z “ATLANTA Palace (19) 
Fox (19) ‘Hacienda’ I 
‘Modern Minstrela’ Sue Russell 
Tyler Mason Hinky & Dinky 


Bruce Jordan Doyle & Donnelly 


Harry Van Fossen | 5 Gems 

3 Page Boys 6 Gordonians 

Mark Nelson Adriana 

Esther Campbell DETROIT 

Sunkist Ens Fox (19) 

a od ‘gtitch in Time’ I 

Earl LaVere 

2nd nalt (28-24) |r mMoauiitte 


Thelma Temple 
6 DeCardos 
Fred Sullivan 
Torney Ens 


Gold & Raye 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
5 Lelands 

Sunkist Ens 


BOSTO 
Metropolitan (19) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marine 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 


2nd half (23- 
‘Hot Java' I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samueis Bros 
Vincent Yarro 
Sunkist Ens 


SNAPPY 


Syncopation and Smiles Suggest 
LEDDY & SMITH’'S 


JACK POWELL 


























Sunkist Ens FRESNO 
BRIDGEPORT 2nd half 25-27) 
Fox Poli (19) ‘Chicago Fairest’ I 


‘La Plaza’ I 

Tes Gellis 

Brancel & Pals 
Chiquita 

Skeeter & Ray 
Nell Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 


Bayes & Speck 

Nadine 

Russian Canines 

Beth Lewis 

Carlyle Bennett 

Lucitlie & La Verne 

16 World's Fairest 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (19) 


istelita ‘Co-Eds’ I 
Spanish Ens Griffith & Weston 
BUFFALO Ikusse & Case 
Shea’s (19) Hubert Dyer Co 
‘Fine Feathers’ I Robbins Trio 
Ross Wyse Jr Jack sree. 


Accordion 
HOLLY woop 
Pantages (17) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ I 


Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
see, _Ens 


sUTTE Bayes & Speck 
Fox Nadine 
Ist half (17-19) Russian Dogs 
‘Chains’ I teth Lewis 
Gold & Raye Carlyle Bennett 


Luciile & LaVerns 
16 World's F’'r Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (19) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
‘Tom Patricola 

T.ucille Sis 
Schichtle'’s Co 


Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
The Five Lelands 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicace (18) 
‘Cherry Blossom’ I 








Vrank Gaby Novelty Clinton 

Eno Tr Barbarina Co 

Dorothea Sunkist Ens 
(Continued on page 62) 
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ays Mrs. wal, O Has Her Say At Coast's New Pet Resort, The Dunes | 
5) ) 
— — 7 — Fa. 
at ' ’ sas " ; 
Woman’s prerogative—the right (Bob Murphy’s idea | BARING GENIUS Los Angeles, March 14 
8) ving: the first and last words . ° sah 5 Wii eee Natinntt 
angengn lie in between—is lost Halt Daughter’s Marriage |V2™shing $5.50 Theatre| Le ee ee ! 
es nsec enc a Rata 7 Pittsburgh, March 14 Scales Reflected in Bar-|Steno Who Wanted Pay Spoils|the most unique road house im 14 
ey , arries :0l ist. Her ‘ ; Be ° . , — ear i | 
% when she m =a acters - Bob Murphy played with a Loew gain Eateries Couvert Promoter's Gratis Gag America, The Dunes, in the sand, rt 
days as a conversationalist are | unit at the Penn last week, staged d Mini Check — continues to add to the weekend }! 
<a ever. Gossip surrounds her, but she jan old-fashioned melodrama right an Inimum eck Al- Los Angeles, March 14, |4nd transient population of Palm Hi 
: musn' talk, ‘Her last words must down fo the rousing climax hers] most Gone— Atmosphere|  siiocsiring promter had a scheme |SDPIns® "and gurroundings, The i} 
remain the ‘I do that sentence her | ™ . Moyen ‘ 4 shereby his secretarial work cost | "OY resort Is two months of age, 43 
to a life of painfully discreet | his 17-year-old daughter, Dorothy, Feederies Crowd In cae secant ‘He rented re office | Opened by Al and Lou Wertheimer. af 
J silence. }and Al Samuels of the dance team eee adjoining = business collere and The clubhouse is but a dot on the : 
When a husband scoops the town | of Al and Ray Samuels, also on tho | whenever he had a few letters to|@xtreme western end of the great ; 
with news, large or small, his wife | Penn bill. CHOW, SHOW FOR 90c dicate he Saute ahha: a girl on her| Colorado Desert. The place is twe s 
~ must be as non-commital as the The couple took out a license at | |way out and ask if she wanted a|and a half miles off the main high- Shi 
— heroine of Moliere’s play. She may /|city hall and went back to the the- bites llittle practice. Way. It represents an investment 4 
— know why so-and-so walked out of atre where they announced their Pop priced entertainment has One night with rush leiters to do] of $75,000, an 
— the Palace; she could clear up the intentions. Murphy went up in the made Broadway the midway it is he found only one gir) left and she If for nothing else to metropoli- 
inside on the latest scandal; she's | air, FE ; f ‘| refused to work for nothing. Pro-|tan Hollywood, the Dunes would 
aware of who’s enceinte and who's A huiry-up call brought Mrs. sited i af eee sector of so- moter said he’d pay her anything | be distinguished for its Lou Davis 
= in the bread line. But she daren’t | Murphy, the girl’s mother, on from | calle obster palaces, the cham- she liked if she’s only handle the] beefsteaks. Lou Davis is the New 
crack. She burns up with news|New York. They were scheduled to | Pagne aura clung to the Main Drag job. She took 36 letters, bought the| York butcher of songs as well as 
that loses its value if it is not per-|talk matters over when she got to| even for a decade after the enact- | stamps, copied a mailing list and| of meats, one of the best known 
mitted to break in The Column. Pittsburgh and if she gives her ccn- | Ment of the Volstead act. sent him a bill for $8. supply firms in the east. And ia 1 
That’s the first bulletin Mrs. Ed/|sent it’s likely the couple will wed But with conditions changing After trying for a year to collect|the whole west the only place the : 
Sullivan issues on the tribulations | in Columbus this week. the economic norm, the amusement |she complained last week to the|pDavis steaks can be found are in 4 
of a columnist's wife. ; — : caterers in Times Square event- | Labor Bureau, and tipped the bird's | this hideaway among the dunes iat 
Mrs. Sullivan's reticence is all the ually, although rater belatedly, rec- | system of saving on office overhead. | -ry , ; 
: ) é ne Wertheimers’ receive’ the i 
more nerve-wracking because she ognized that there is a vast field --—_—__—__-—— Davie ; au 
hs To ee 4 gee avis steaks by airplane. Some i 
knows a lot about Ed's columns. to tap—providing the price is right. P Ate : 4 
sellers et Pp curious New Yorkers, paralyzed to iF] 
He often discusses them with her The price element has been the 
: “ : ef : ‘ find the steaks out here, figured $4 
if he’s worried about questions of cause for Broadway standing still : > qi 
‘ es pice ihe : Pe they are costing the Wertheimers i} 
taste—the sort of thing a woman for a year or two during shifting r ? o : bit 
' ee Fi nie 8 A 4 ia ZITTEL at least $2 a pound for delivery te ij 
would react to more quickly than toe Anceles. March 14 times and tides. The restauranis, the taba then te t H 
aman. Sometimes she reads copy| yan. Nolan got off with a sen-| Mite clubs and speaks, finally got ae ee 3 a . 
for him and, once in a while, brings anneal al 30 ote in: ieit ot & wandiat hep that with the shifting pop- — 7 : iit 
in an item to pad a column. But ad salliee a on es wages on | Uation of people in the Square of Business being as bad as it is,}_ in — Dunes * moons costs $6, 
in spite of her interest, her lips are Ss y : gaan re : nights, this was sizeable patronage | and with his favorite girl musician There is no cover charge. But at i 
L ateil nine counts. She could have been ioe : . if h “the li | 3 4 p. m. tea is served, chargelesm f 
sealed. Pho Call given six months’ jail and $500 fine eae Bgl a economic | not working as steadily as formerly, (Continued on page 63) ; 
ne Cails stz ard w a v \. : ‘ 
) ach. ‘ .. F. Zitte as ad ‘Variety’ , jihinncensilagapihinntetaunantiaat ; 
Then there’s the telephone, and— pe , . Pictures, it is conceded, now | © F. Zittel has sued ‘Variety’ for 
if you're married in x hapey-#0- Before Miss Nolan came up for draw the majority to theatrical | $500,000. It could have been a mil- ‘ ’ 5 : 
—— lucky fellow like Ed—it demands Sontenen, SunIApet when aes Broadway. Those legit theatres | lion but the cipher key on the type- COFFEE DAN SEI TLES a 
answering at three minute intervals. Nye received word from the Labor which have high and fancy scales etial disait: iadale 
‘I'm a friend of Mr. Sullivan, He | BUrCa that $700 had been depos't, | certainly only appeal to a class Zittel cries in his lezal ent MARITAL TROUBLES A | 
. ¥ : 1er. dge Nye > i > ee : ~f : ariety’ slig gly ham 
to see the show Mr. Sullivan recom- 130 days each to Miss Nolan and — Age ro tctl a eonaeel reputation in a story ; : 
es and I just want him tO \to her husband, Wallace T. Mac- ee ee ee some time ago, though Zittel’s name San Francisco, March 14, 
uF gy Mb think it's lousy. Pg rhis is ready, Jr., on one count and 90 days No Couvert was not mentioned in it. Neverthe- a! settioment of the Johnny 
, . poe ag A < i seed 2 riends suspended on each of the other It was from this scheme of things | less, Zittel squawks he has a repu- Javis- Subs stems marital trouble 
: signee Could Mr. Sullivan get counts. Making them liable to 720; that the no-couvert gag sprang up | tation to defend and that his rep ne wg wanes week when Judge Grae 
_ . tickets for Of Thee I Sing? days additional if ever failing to] in the nite clubs. With it has come | was bumped by the unnamed ref- me — a divorce to the crip- 
Phas eng — thinks Ed should pay the help again. Both announced| an assortment of eateries in the | erence. — Ee er a panty withdrew 
a : . a ee treasurer ae they would appeal and deposited} heart of Times Square which for- In his day and in his own way ee _ or annulment of the mare 
about pi e ag to hada $200 bail. merly were scattered all over town | Zittel has been in numberless ven- ‘The ities Siedt quanbian _ : 
s umn. . a 5 : ‘ é : agT 
A stage star spall on ited ated Nolan Denies Interest (Continued on page 62) tures, usually in the cy ne Bac to pay Mies Adams $200 a ionth 
’ Resees amen rj rgi antly , * 4 
broadcasting time, to say she has|,,C/#ims were of employees of the ang without fap an J . r ¥ | alimony for two years and to give 
laryngitis. An old school pal would | M@a%y Nolan Gown Shoppe, which from any ef them. is most Suc-l her a job as cashier in his cellar 
. OlS SCHOOL PAL WOUIE | 35; insist " f : cessful engagement appeared to be]. . 
ee Ge. Gerweer 26 unt ‘he gots of NOS ees wee nee 6 r omoton ~amthel sathet night spot. 
job. Cranks, f : hant q | ber venture, but an enterprise con- as an advertising solicitor on a 
. , fans, sycophants an by her husband with some ° Hearst paper, besides his peculiar 
‘ ogi te ducted by her husban £0 
oe keep the Sullivan phone partner. warm capacity as a personal representa- | ¢ ’ 
n « oc i j re 7 r are 
© in a state of constant activity Another jam in Beverly Hills over e tive for W. R. Hearst. When Death Valle Farnum on 
Mrs. Ed writes down all messages Z Z 
for Ea t meee" | two wages claims a year old result- To st pics Hearst tossed Zittel he left Zittel st re 
‘or 0 gO over when he awakes | ed in a warrant for Miss Nolan's ar- hanging. Po card Ro alt Basis 
at the time most husbands begin to|rest being issued by Justice Bill- eae Expectant of the $500,000 or so he y y 
think of their pipes, carpet slippers | ings last Thursday. Everything was Hollywood, March 14. is to drag out of ‘Variety,’ Zittel a 
) and a quiet evening at home. okay Friday when a friend of Miss Privilege of having a tree planted is reported about to open another Hollywood, March 14. 
The world’s topsy-turvy for a|Nolan’s brought $25 to the court] and named after them for only $500 | night club. Even as the sands of the desert 
columnist’s wife, says Sylvia Sulli- |for one fine and promised to be! per sapling is offered picture stars soa shift in the night, so does its nobil- 
van. Ed’s day starts at 3 or 4 p. m.| back with the other $25. locally. That’s just one of the M - e ity bow out to new blood. Weathere 
and doesn’t end till sixish the fol.| Claims were of a violinist who| Olympic promotion stunts growing | Nickel Roll Captivates beaten, sun-dried ‘Death Valley’ 
lowing morning. During that time | played for Miss Nolan to soothe her| more numerous as the fnflux of ‘ Scotty, long the legendary king of 
= he covers shows and combs the/| nerves when she was ill a year ago,| big-muscled gents looms. Corner Store Sports Death Valley’s barren wastes, has 
town. Mrs. Ed can’t stand the pace |and of a nurse who attended her There are 20 ‘official’ programs Los Angeles, March 14. a rig public fancy by 
for more than three or four nights | 4t the same time. around selling advertising and five ' ; as de about a) oashing. dashing ‘Death Valley 
i & week. Other times, she reads the ‘History of Los Angeles’ books with This — has gone mad ay on Farnum. His red necktie broiling 
papers and waits for Ed to come *"1)) the same idea. Ostensibly stars | new nickel game, known under var-| jing in the sun, his Broadwayese 
home, weary and battle scarred or Guild S Free Meals would be contributing toward the | ious trade names but comparable to | peppered with Indian grunts, Ralph 
jubilant over a piping hot scoop. entertainment and shelter ef the//o})-down or tip-up, on a smaller a a grrr a Fangs 
They have an early morning sand- F visiting athletes. +f spring ase pects ha aga 0.0:< Gio gional : 
wich and wait for Betty the baby, | BY arrangement with the Jewish| Amusing is the suggestion of one |8°#!¢, With a spring release for the! eruntied Scotty to preempt the 
~ to awaken. Mrs. Ed proudly pro- Theatrical Guild the O. & W. res-| promoter that stars authorize their balls, and pegs to divert them from | castle in the sands. 
P elaims that not many N. ¥. parents | taurant on West 49th street is} photographs to be printed as labels |the winning holes. No uniformity, At Death Valley Junction and 
(Continued on page 63) serving a full meal nightly without | on canned fruit. with a dozen companies hereabouts other resorts tourists have long ine 
I cost to professionals. making the tables and installing quired where they might find the 
Jdentification cards okayed by the them in about every cigar store, POneway agen who prefers ae 
Guild's secretary, Loney Haskell lunch room and drug store in south- | 7/4ns to two-acts. The subject 
: ree yo e . & many newspaper stories by reason 
are required. ern California. Different scoring for of his expl rations Fart um now 
. L § Xpiore ms, t ) 
8 Get Don to every brand, but all have the has more anneal to curious teuriets 
‘ OF DELINQUENT ACTOR R bd 7 $ Ads, a ns psychological trick of making it easy ae aoe ee sip 
udolph Benoit Killed = : = ~ | than the legendary Scotty. 
cima to roll up an imposing total. Creates 
Syracuse, March 14. 14 rivalry between the boys dropping at In 10 Poses ; i 
Although theatrical clubs, among| Rudolph Benoit (Benoit and La- Ceiver City, March 44. [50 for cizerets or a soft drink. Thus c apitalizing on this interest, @ ~ 
others, have had finance trouble| point), brother of ‘Happy’ Benway, Free picture show for the unem- the tables are almost continuously | Death Valley merchant printed @ . 
this season, the limits to which] was accidentally killed when a .32- | ployed, also to help raise funds, As crowéeé. collection of 10 photographic post ; 
@ome have gone to force payment| caliber rifle which he was carrying | being given here at @ make-shift cciiies eeaniinie Wihchete tints dniiies Mae cards showing ‘Death Valley Far- 
of dues and house charges, has| discharged as he slipped on an ice| theatre on property formerly hold- — Mle ng rath lably 60/40. free in various poses, examining 
com a iticis The Lambs! p. hi F ra ae, ing the old Romaine studios. Pie- | Put out are aimosy invariably © desert objects. Captions are: 
e under criticism. i a patch while hunting near Warren, it he distrib on the long end 
z is not the only club that seeks to| Mass. Surviving are his parents,| ‘ures shown are old silents, first rien t hry A ste abhi 4 ‘Death Valley Farnum looking at fy 
Ps SS. . - = ! y ortlo Pi e tables } 
collect from suspended members| three brothers and a sister. two being ‘Barbara Fritchie’ and j| A — ring rer ade Pages *: as covered wagon he discovered*, 
for non-payment, by getting court ‘Man of Action’ donated by Mrs. | loc#lly made, with no apparent pat-| heath Valley Farnum looking Inte Nh 
judgments. But the squawks con- ER’ Thomas BH. Ince from the Ince B- | @™t holder restricting the easy Man-| orater,’ ete, tr 
tinue from both members who are DANC s DIVORCE DENIED | brary. ufacture of them. Sales of these posteards have ‘ 
in good standing and those who Springfield, Mass., March 14, Theatre is belng operated as the Some of the spots are grossing 4s| heen so great at desert resorts that | 
are in arrears. Mrs. Rhea Martens Sanjiyan, | Driftwood by a number of citizens|high as $35 daily, which means a|the merchant has put Farnum on a : 
I Recently one actor, who had been | dancer, had her petition for divorce | headed by David E. Clark, former/|lot of nickels in the slot. These | royalty basis, giving him a pereent- ; 
Nving at a club, was denied ad- | ai smissed after it was learned she | commissioner of police. Income is| are in the busy spots where there’s| age on all cards sold. t 
Mmittance and his trunk held for|is only 20 and therefore a minor. | derived by seNing space tm pro-ja group alwi iys waiting to beat the And while visitors mail photos ef } 
money owed. He had one eneene- | it was indicated that a new peti-| grams, paid for either tm eash or/last player's total. Several stores| ‘Death Valley’ Farnum to all parts ‘ 
Ment this season but the show/tion will be filed with Mra. Sanji- | merchandise, Contribution box also| have four and five tables going @ll| of the world, “Death Vadley’ Scotty ; 
lasted but three weeks on Broad-|yan's father appearing im her be-|is a part of the theatre for possible the time. Low grossers hit around) broods in his castle, ruminating ; 
way. } half. donations from patrona. } $5 daily. imorosely on the fickleness of fame. 
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News From the Dailies 








San Francisco, Hollywood and 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 








East 


Ed Wynn honorary Collie 
Lambs for the public gambol. 

Metropolitan studios to light up 
for production of ‘Warning Shad- 
ows’ with Dita Parlo. 

Dimitri Ostrov acquired ‘Cen- 


sored,’ by Conrad Seller, which had 
a Los Angeles tryout. Will put it 
on out of town this spring and then 
ice it until fall showing. 


Andre Lefaur has purchased the 
French rights to ‘Marching By.’ 





Helen Westitey, of ‘Wild Waves,’ 
who is not the Helen Westley of the 
Theatre Guild, in a critical condi- 
tion in Bellevue hospital, following 
a suicide attempt. 

Douglas Comar, Allen Goldsmith 
and Roscoe Dillon are held in $3,000 
bail each for action of the grand 
jury in Plainfield, N. J. All are 
house managers for a theatre chain 
but are held personally responsible 
for Sunday shows. Action followed 
repeated arrests on consecutive 
Sundays. 


Galveston beauty show to be lim- 
ited this year to Texas, Oklahoma, 
Louisiana and Arkansas entries. 
Directors of the show lost $20,000 
last year and cutting expenses. 


Fire in Gotham theatre, burlesque 
house in Harlem, badly burned 
Louisa Swift, chorus, whose legs 
were scorched. Fire broke out in 
chorus dressing room. Was extin- 
guished without turning in an alarm 
or informing the audience. 


Somerville, Mass., has a police ra- 
dio system. Mayor Murphy had set 
installed‘in his private auto. Last 
week Mrs. Murphy telephoned the 
police that the Mayor's car was 
stolen. Thieves picked up the po- 
lice alarm in the Mayor’s car and 
decamped. It saved the car. 


Edward Huser, 22, had all his 
clothes when he entered a Colum- 
bus Ave. restaurant, but he had 
them under his arm. So they took 
him to Belleyue to see how he got 
that way. 





John Philip Sousa buried with 
military honors in the Congressional 
Cemetery, Washington, 


Ann Ayers plans to produce in- 
stead of publicize shows. Pauline 
Frederick will stage for Miss Ayers 
a play by Gilbert Emery. 


Cop pinched a man at B’way and 
42d street for trying to borrow $60. 
Charge disorderly conduct, but man 
drew a suspended sentence. It wasn’t 
the touch but the loudness that 
constituted the offense. 





Clive Brook back from England 
without any trouble with the im- 
migration officials. Will spend a 
few days here before going west. 





Maude Adams reported to have 
decided on Maria in ‘Twelfth Night’ 
rather than Portia when and if she 
comes to Broadway. 

‘Veronica’s Veil,” Union City’s 
Lenten drama, to be radio broad- 
cast. 





Florence Wayne Foreman, former 
film actress and widow of late Win- 
field A. Foreman, refuses to accept 
a $50,000 trust fund established in 
his will and will fight for her dower 
rights. Shortly before his death she 
refused to accept $100,000 in lieu of 
alimony. 


Max Rudnick announces ‘Black- 
berries of 1932,’ a revue, to follow 
‘Blonde Captive’ (film) at the Lib- 
erty. 


‘Birds in a Bush’ now known as 
‘Angels Don’t Kiss.’ Coming in 
March 28. New title purchased from 
Barry Townley, who had a play of 
that name, 


N. Y. Opera Comique group takes 
first trip out of town when it sings 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ at Westchester 
County Center March 26. 





Fay Marbe settled her $50,000 
breach of contract suit against 
Prudence Pictures for $6,000. Her 
companion suit for $100,000 against 
Samuel Zierler, charging that her 
coldness against his attentions was 
the cause of the breach, was post- 
poned indefinitely. 





Alice Fox has sued out a warrant 
for her husband, Aaron, brother of 
William Fox and former treas. of 
fox Films, chargi-g desertion and 
non-support. Married in 1924, when 
she was a secretary to one of the 
Pox execs, she charges that he 
abandoned her Oct, 28 last, since 


of the} 


which he has not communicated nor 
contributed to her support, 


‘ae 
John Golden back from Florida. 





Louise Brooks, who recently 
|}sought bankruptcy, examined by 
reieree. 


Serge Eisenstein given permission 
by authorities to remain eight days 
longer in Mexico in the hope he can 
enter the U. S. by that time. 


Majestic theatre, Brockton, Mass., 
destroyed by fire March 9. Loss 
about $35,000. House empty at time. 





Tom Manahan, technical director 
of Metropolitan Opera, is suing his 


wife, Annabel, for divorce, charg- 
ing dalliance with Fred Rose. She 
retorts that he is living with Mary 


Bell Graham, wealthy widow 15 
years his senior. 





Lawrence Langner announces he 
is through producing for the sea- 
son. Will open at Westport, Conn., 
in June with summer stock. 


Warner Brothers have engaged 
William Faversham, once matinee 
idol, to conduct a stock troupe at 
Montclair, N. J., as a training school 
for screen talent. 





‘Park Ave., Ltd.’ coming uptown 
to take a chance. Opened and 
closed at Provincetown, 





Elizabeth Miele announces a sum- 
mer stock at Sharon, Conn. 


New York City making a drive on 
trucks used as ballyhoos. Also after 
Signs on Am. Railway express vans 
and 5th Ave. buses. Signs to be 
confined to trucks engaged in ‘usual 
regular work’ of owners. 


Otto Kahn files in White Plains 
court his answer to suit by William 
Renwick. Denies he ever guaran- 
teed the Russian ballet. Theo. 
Dreiser, who organized All Russian 
Ballet, Inc., also being sued by Ren- 
wick, 


Society of European Stage Au- 
thors and Composers, a N, Y. corp., 
is suing NBC for $105,000, alleging 
infringement on European copy- 
righted works. Complaint is based 
on broadcast of ‘Paganini’ last 
June. Asking $5,000 for each of the 
21 stations on the broadcast. 


Royal Box, nitery, in involuntary 
a aed on plea of trio of cred- 
tors. 


Louise Groody is guest starring in 
‘Church Mouse’ at the Riviera 
(stock) in New York. 





Club Richman to be known as 
Folies Bergere. Will copy original 
Paris establishment. 

Petit Riche, in the Park ave. sec- 
tor, raided Saturday and about 200 
chased to the street without their 
dinners. Agents held 13 employes. 
Furnishings costing $50,000 will be 
a total loss, 





Florence V. Eames, actress, and 
Lawrence W. Eames, promoter, di- 
vorced in Pittsburgh Saturday (12). 





Mare Connolly joins Edward 
Childs Carpenter, Philip Barry and 
others in the group of authors which 
plans to produce their own works. 
Scheme for operation now being 
worked out by Jos. P. Bickerton, 
theatrical lawyer. 





George S. Kaufman giving first 
aid to a play by a Mr. and Mrs. Op- 
penheimer, which may be given a 
spring tryout by Sam H. Harris. 

Arthur Hopkins plans a summer 
tryout for ‘The Love Life of the 
Tiffy.’ 

Anne Russell makes a brief re- 
turn to the stage March 29 when 
she gives three performances at the 
theatre named in her honor at Rol- 
lins college, Winter Park, Fila. 
Theatre wus donated by Mrs. Ed- 
ward Bok. 





Arch Selwyn considering produc- 
tion of “lake [wo from One,’ Span- 
ish play adapted for the London 
stage by the Granville-Barkers. 
Jane Cowl will be offered the lead 
if plans mature. 





William A. Brady is trving to per- 
suade Billie Burke to co-star with 
Grace George in ‘Mademoiselle,’ 
French play which he plans to pro- 
duce next season, 





Lindi, 


Arnaldo tenor at the 
Philadelphia opera, held a reception 
following his initial performance 


and shook a lot of hands, Last 
guest proved to be a process server, 
who slapped a warrant on him for 
back alimony. Three months in ar- 
rears. On his explanation that he 
had been in Italy, where money can- 
not be exported, Lindi was released. 


Rolland theatre, Yiddish house in 
3rooklyn, reopens after closing due 
to labor troubles. 
series of 


Shuberts planning a 





Consuelo Flowerton turned up in 
Supreme Court all set to argue for 
a split against the Dutch orch. 
leader and to tell why his already 
obtained decree should be quashed. 
But the judge had other things on 
his mind and told her to come back 
Monday (yesterday). 


Helen Henderson, former chorus 
girl, was turned down by clerks of 
four Jersey cities when she sought 
a marriage license last week. Law 
required display of divorce decree 
and 48-hour wait. She went to 
Maryland, where they are not so 
particular. So former wife of Ar- 
nold Benisch, wealthy Baltimorean, 
is now Mrs. William N. Duryea, 


‘Mournine Becomes Electra’ and 
‘Vanities’ to suspend for Holy Week. 





‘Trick for Trick’ hopped to the 
Cohan yesterday (Mon.). 
Three men entered the office of 


the Selwyn theatre and ordered 
Jack Wallum, treas, to stick up his 
hands. Clock showed 6:01. At 6.04 
police came in answer to an alarm 
but the trio had made off with 
about $1,000. 





Antonio Ferrara and Frank Fer- 
rante, owners of the People’s thea- 
tre on the Bowery, and Jos. D. Ser- 
video, contractor, all of whom had 
been held in $12,000 bail each for 
General Sessions on a second de- 
gree arson charge since 1929, are 
clear. Prosecutor consented to 
quashing of the indictments. 


John McBride, ticket broker, sailed 
for a vacash Frida,” (11). 


Josef Hoffman, who is taking a 
year’s rest, will break his vacation 
to appear in concert April 3 in a 


benefit concert for unemployed 
musicians at Carnegie Hall, New 
York. 





‘Happy Landings,’ which closed in 
Boston a week ago, may be brought 
to B’way for a post-Easter effort. 


N. Y. Public Library exhibiting 
the Belasco collection. May be seen 
in room 112 from 9 to 6 weekdays 
and 1 to 5 on Sundays. 





Paramount Astoria studios finally 
closed down. 





Jeanne Aubert asks court to give 
her back her pearls, valued at about 
$5,000. Were a present from her 
husband, Nelson Morris, Jr. Seized 
by jewelers for rnpaid bill. Her ex- 
husband testified he had given her 
the money to pay the bill. She 
asserts that he merely gave her the 
coin without stipulation as to its 
disposal. Asks that he be compelled 
to pay the bili and the pearls be 
given to her. Court said no. 





Ear! Carroll in a second jam with 
7th. Av. Corp. Latter asserts he 
was to have met all construction 
expenses but that $366,632 has piled 
up in mechanic's liens and other 
claims, which they ask Carroll and 
Edrington be required to pay. 





Old 5th Ave. theatre will reopen 
21-unit tabloid drama on a gvind 
policy. 





Lora Baxter, principal in ‘Animal 
Kingdom,’ Broadway legit, to wed 
William Rose Benet, poet, March 15. 





Day Tuttle, manager of several 
little theatres in New York, files 
claim in Los Angeles against Robert 
Montgomery for $200. Tuttle 
charges he helped Monigomery be- 
come an actor. 


Milton Aborn announces he's go- 
ing back to Newark, N. J. where he 
started reviving operettas last year, 
this time to revive musical comedies 
First to be ‘Irene.’ Bobby Watson, 
James Liddy, James Moore, Houston 
Richards, Alice Mackenzi,e Beatrice 
Kay, Laine Blaire, Florence Herbert, 
Jane Waterous engaged so far. 





While her husband continued Har- 
vard studies, Romaine Fleming Car- 
lisle, his wife, continued her work 
as a taxi dancer in a Broadway 





dance spot. Now she charges the 


musical revivals in Boston Opera 
House. ‘New Moon’ first at $1.50/| 
top. 

Fire in a shoe store at 50th and 
Broadway Friday night (11) sent 
smoke curling into the Winter Gar- 
den, Garden ballroom and Mont- 
martre, all in same building, but no 
panics, 

Dirk Foks in court again. Former 


————— 








*Round the Square 











or otherwise. 
a coast 


fake telephone calls 
intended victim is at 


associate employee or servant, 
‘The following is a sample: 


ninety-five each. 
kindly follow same; 
pay in cash; no questions. 


merchandise. 


$1,000,000 a month. 


resort, a 
purporting to be from the individual who is away is delivered to 


Have wired Mr. 
tapestries to you arrange to take care of same at three hundred and 
Hold intact till I return. 


hand it to the man or boy who deliv 
are opened it is found that they contain water, ginger ale, or rugs.’ 








Telegraph Co.’s Racket Warning 


Western Union last week sent a bulletin to all its registered customers 
to warn them of a gang operating ‘the liquor and oriental rug swindle.’ 
Mimeographed warning outlined the following procedure: 

‘The gang obtains information (usually from the sailing list) of the 
names of persons of means who are sailing; 
seme well-to-do man is sojourning at some coast resort. 
confidential employes, business associates or servants are obtained 


or in other cases learns that 
The names of 
by 
or the 
or telegram 


After the ship 


borus 


has sailed 
cablegram 


an 


Ward to deliver five 


Mr. Ward has instruction; 


treat matter personally and strictly confidential: 


‘The fake cablegrams and teleg*ms are well prepared and they appear 
bonafide to anyone not familiar ¢ th the telegraph business. 
message is usually dropped in the letter chute or the addressee’s office. 
After suitable time has elapsed, the swindler will call on the telephone 
asking if a message has been received concerning the delivery of some 
The secretary or assistant after answering in the affirma- 
tive is instructed to obtain the cash, place it in a sealed envelope and 
“rs the packages. When the packages 


The bogus 


Million Monthly Overhead 
One of the newer hostelries is said to be running an overhead of around 


All hotels, especially the class spots, have been suffering, with attrac- 
tive rates obtainable generally to the right people. 
leased for less than a former single rate, 


Suites are being 





boy’s father with trying to break 
things up. 


Dan Jarrett in ‘Riddle Me This,’ 
ill, succeeded temporarily by Gerald 
Kent. 


Margaret Sullavan and Catherine 
Dale Gwen to be featured in ‘Happy 
Landing’ opening March 28, 


London Sunday ‘Chronicle’ reports 
that Tallulah Bankhead will marry 
Joel Macrea. Reprinted in New York. 


‘Mary Sees Red,’ title of Gilbert 
Emery play Anne Ayres, femme p. 
a., is producing. Opens around April 
5. Pauline Frederick staging. 


Coast 


Mary Nolan in court ordered to 
pay $50 to Louis Wist, musician, and 
$46 to Phoebe Knudsen, nurse. Act- 
ress also appeared to face charge of 
violation of state labor law. Got 
30 days. 








Frank Borzage sued for $45,000 by 
Garhard Pinnen for ‘doctoring’ a 
cocktail, which Pinnen charges he 
tasted. He charges he became im- 
mediately ill. 


Roscoe Ates filed papers to adopt 
18-year-old Marcella Adrian, his 
wife’s daughter. 





Mrs. William LeBaron and her 
escort, Max Ree, robbed of over 
$600 by two weli dressed thugs as 
they were leaving the entrance of 
the Town House. 





Aileen Pringle will seek a Mex- 
ican divorce from her husband, 
Charles Pringle, son of chief coun- 
selor of Jamaica, after an eight- 
year separation. 


Victor Varconi granted final citi- 
zenship papers. 


Arletta Duncan, actress, recover- 
ing from a tonsil operation. Actress 





just returned from location at 
Caliente, 
Winifred Westover Hart, film 


cowboy’s former wife, arrested for 
speeding on Wilshire blvd., will ap- 
pear for hearing March 16. 





William Reynolds, actor, suffer- 
ing from a fractured jaw dealt him 
by his companion while walking 
along the street. Cause for assault 
unknown, 


Florence Eldridge (Mrs. Fredric 
March) recovering from an opera- 
tion at the Cedars of Lebanon Hos- 
pital, 





Matt Moore in court to identify 
clothes, shoes and jewelry taken 
from his home by looters. 





Rudy Vallee nego’iating purchase 
of a Coast home prior to return- 
ing to New York. 





William R. Fraser, chief aide to 
Harol.. Lloyd, improving at his 
home from an attock of influenza. 





Loretta Young, in the Queen of 
Angels Hospital, recovering from a 
minor operation. 





Juliette Compton resting at her 





home following a minor operation. 





Mid-West 


Capt. Billy Fawcett, Minneapolis 
fan mag publisher, won a point in 
the legal skirmishes with his wife 
when the court refused her permis- 
sion to inspect the books of the 
Fawcett Publications and denied an 
order restraining the company from 
going ahead with its business in 
that state. The Fawcetts are in the 
midst of divorce proceedings, 





Chicago electricians’ union took 
a voluntary wage cut ranging from 
1243 to 26%. It affects 5,200 men. 


Nebraska's state fair opens Sept. 
4 for a six day stretch, lowest in 
years. Uzxually eight days. Also 
cutting down on attractions. 


Police chief Allman of Chicago 
has thumbed down bunco spots in 
town. 


Fire spreading over No Man's 
Land, Chicago suburb, caused $150,- 
000 damage and included the Mira- 
laga cafe, roadhouse. 


Claiming injury to her piano edu- 
cated fingers is worth $25,000, Grace 
Nelson, concert pianist of the Chi- 
cago Symphony orchestra, is suing 
the Slater Rug Co. Miss Nelson 
charges a Slater truck knocked her 
down severely injuring her left hand 
and shoulders. 





Chi boxoffice robberies still on the 
go. Recent victims of stickups are 
the B. & K. Senate and Yiddish 
Lawndale theatres, within two 
miles of each other. Jobs were done 
the same night at both places. Next 
night the Biograph was _ nicked. 
Losses not heavy. 





Harry Moir, Jr., was in and out 
of court again and once more dis- 
charged on charges of being an ac- 
complice in robberies in Chicago. 





Blaze at the Frolics cafe, Chicago, 
caused much commotion but little 
damage. Fire started on the bal- 
cony and was quickly extinguished. 
Show on at the time. 


Dr. Carmen Ferraro, head of the 
International Grand Opera Ass'n, 
Chicago, sentenced to two years in 
Leavenworth on charges of using 
the mails to defraud. 


MARRIAGES 


Richard Shamis, manager of the 
Colonial, Bethlehem, Pa., and Rose 
Kress, daughter of Jack Kress, 
married in Philacelphia. Shamis 
was formerly at the Earle, that 
city. 

Anthony Morelli, RKO orchestra 
conductor, secretly married Helen 
Collins of New York at the Actor's 
Chapel on December 23, 1931. Cou- 
ple now living in Albany, where 
Morelli is leader at the Palace. 





Zoe Akins to Hugo Rumbolid, 
Pasadena, Cal., March 12. Groom 
is an artist. 

Dorothy Manners, screen mag 
writer, to Walter Ramsey, film 
press agent, March 8, in Holly- 
wood. 


NEW ACTS 
Delvina Tebeau and Bros (4). 


‘Tomorrow's Revels’ (Frank Gallo 
and Clark Sisters). 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 








All right, so I’m held over, 


140 Pounds—Beside 

Trying to keep abreast of the 
times, this columning neophyte con- 
fined to his bed last week with la 
grippe, @ doctor’s way of making 
a cold sound like a visit is worth 
$10. I read some of the local col- 
umns dictated from bed and they 
turned out just as good, if not bet- 
ter, than from the office. 

A relief and pleasure to be con- 
fined home and to get away from 
Broadway which is rapidly begin- 
ning to smell like a pop corn fac- 
tory. I never buy it. I stand in 
front, inhale twice and I’m full. 

I gradually learned to forget how 
doughnuts were made on 45th street, 


the signs of Chinese restaurants 
slowly faded from my mind. No- 
body touched me for three days 


(financially) and I could honestly 
turn down benefits. During the 
peak of my fever I thought there 
wasn't a music publisher in Moore's 
for lunch, the Colonial, Riverside 
and Alhambra were two-a-day and 
1 had a commercial hour on the air. 

At this point I awoke cured, ready 
to get out of bed and continue to 





lay off, a well man. 
His Favorite Story 
Les ‘Doc’ Michel when asked to 


tell a story, always relates his pet 
gag—aA legit was leaving the Lambs 
Club when a kid ran up to him 
crying, ‘Please Mr. McCormack, au- 
tograph my book.’ The actor in- 
sisted he was not John McCormack 
while the fan insisted he was. Doc 
arrived on the scene and the em- 





A A 


barrassed artist asked him what 
he could do to prove to the boy he 
was not McCormack. 


‘Its a cinch, sing for him,’ 
snapped Leo, 
In These Hard Times 
Schulte cigar stores have gone} 
back to the old days of issuing 
coupons with every purchase. I am 
now buying my cigars there. Upon 


leaving a store the other day three 


kids pursued me yelling, ‘Please, 
Mister, give us the coupons.’ 
Don’t be silly,’ I answered, ‘I’m 


saving 
myself.’ 


up to get a knife to stab 


Ostermania 
Benny Davis’ suggestion for an 
income tax theme song—‘Why not 
take all of me?’...Fats Waller, Har- 
lem’s hot pianist, says the other 
night he augmented his band to 20 


men—no worse, no better...To- 
day’s important question, ‘Is she 
fat enough to go on the air?’...And 


in trying to keep this column as 
original as possible you will notice | 
there hasn’t been any reference to 
Congressman’ Sirovich...Are you 
reading? 





Dare Devil Stage Stunt 


Manny Fleischman, orchestra 
leader at the McKinley Square, 
Yiddish legit in the Bronx, will be 
married on the stage of the play- 
house to Lillian Green March 28, 
following the regular performances, 
audience to sit in as wedding 
guests. 

Attraction selected for the occa- 
sion is “How Can I Get A Wife?” 











NEW YORK 





THEATRES 











IC BERT MILLER presents™™™ 
Edna Herbert 
BEST MARSHALL 
in 


There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten 
‘Utterly delightful..—John Mason Brown, Post. 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 

Eves., 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


‘One of the few triple-starred, {immediately 
‘ecommendapble entertainments in town.” 
—Gilbert Gabriel, N. Y. American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
“The season’s most gratifying adventure.’ 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 

Staged by Gilbert Miller 

BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 

Eves. 8:40, Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2 30. 





MAYFAIR 


THE LOST 
SQUADRON 


RKO-Radio Picture with 


RICHARD DIX 


| ROBERT ARMSTRONG 


Broadway end 
47th Street 


DOROTHY JORDAN 











Bway & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


PALACE NORMA 


COLUMBO TERRIS 
JACK HALEY 








Aunt Jemima, Will Osborne & 





~ MAX GORDON presents | 


TIE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
‘Broadway has not heard lovelier 

Music in its life.”"—Gabriel, American. 

GLOBE THEATRE, B’way-46th St. €Evgs. 8:30. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 
Good Baie. Seats at Box Office $! to $3.50. 


EARL CARROLL 





VANITIES | uaa 

| MONTH 
with WILE «=o WILLIAM —- MITCHELL 
MAHONEY DEMAKEST & DURANT 


Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
75 of the Werld’s Most Beautiful Girls 


44 Theatre, West of B’way. Evs. 8.30, 
44th St. $1-$3. Mats. Wed. & Sat., $1-$2. 50. 


ao EXANDER McKAIG presents 


ERNEST TRUEX i 
WHISTLING +%< DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter 
Direeted by Frank Craven 

Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of B’y 

Eves. 8:50. Mats. Wea. & Sat., | 2: 2:40 


ae 


The PASSIONATE PLUMBER 


te with BUSTER KEATON—Jimmy 
“Schnezzie’’ DURANTE 

Polly MORAN 

sein 
Orchestra 

O 0: rane AVENUE 

AT 60th STREET 
The Beast of the City 
WALTER HUSTON, JEAN HARLOW. WALLACE 

FORD JEAN HERSHOLT. 

FRED WARING and his Roxy Theatre Orchestra 


# 60 Artists. Gn the Stage: Fifth Anniversary 
Show, “PARADE OF ROXY HITS. 


Beginning Friday. “HOTEL CONTINENTAL” 
with Peggy Sharres 
























Orch., Gus Edwards’ Revue with 
Eddie Bruce 


and BENNY RUBIN 


SOthST, wins ue 


Wed. to Friday Mar. 16 te 18 
6—RKO ACTS—6 
CHARLEY CHASE 


in Person 


POLA NEGRI 








Bet. Lex. & 3d Aves. 





Breadline Irony 





Even the breadline in 
Longacre Square provided an 
increditable bit of irony. 

Last week a sandwich man 
advertising a nearby dance hall 
paraded along the line, a man 
with him passing out handbills 
of the joint to the down and 





outers 











RAN RAN BACKWARDS | 
FROM BAT BATTALINO| 


By JACK PULASKI 
Because Billy Petrolle wrenched 
Eddie Ran, the hard-hit- 
from Cleveland, subbed 
against Christopher Bat 
Battalino at the Garden Friday (11). 
He took plenty from the sturdy fel- 
low from Hartford, much to the 
surprise of the betting guys. 
Judging from 
round, Ran 


his neck, 
ting Pole 


for him 


the count of one 
hacked around the ring 
six times and in the 10} 
rounds traveled at least 60 laps. It 
wasn't the bicycle, 





more than 


exactly because 
this Battalino is a mugg who bores 
in continually. aAn astounding fact 
was that Ran was eight pounds 
heavier than the former feather 
champ, who weighed 138 pounds. He 
tore that off by roughing Eddie and 
tossing him about. Usually there 
is danger in such a difference in 
poundage among the little men. 
The odds on the Battalino-Petrolle 
match were 2 to i on the latter. 
When Ran went in, the betting 
switched completely around, but 
backed down until Bat was favored 
at 7 to 5. Weight counted in the 


dope, but what those layers didn’t 
figure was the difference in Bat’s 
style. Insiders picked him, 


Bat walked In head on, half 
crouched toward the circling Ran, 
the little egg holding his left mit up 
to cover the jaw. That gave Eddie 
little chance to get in his right cross 
which had toppled plenty of muggs 


—except Petrolle, who kayoed him 
recently. 
In the fifth round things looked 


bad for the Clevelander, whose right 
eve dripped claret. Bat could not 
put the finisher on, but he contin- 
ued to muss up Ran from them on. 
Coming in close, he slammed the 
right to the short ribs, pulled Ed- 
die’s glove down and got in some 
socks to the damaged peeper. 

The match makes it all the better 
for the Petrolle-Battalino scrap 
which is now carded for next week 
(23). House last week was amaz- 
ingly good. The sale for the orig- 
inal card indicated capacity and 
apparently few refunds were asked. 

3alance of the card not so hot. 
Semi-final went on last as a chaser. 
Archie Bell, the bald-headed ban- 
tam from Brooklyn, boxed Johnny 
Pena of Harlem. After the first 
round they started walking out and 
before the match was over the Gar- 
den was practically deserted. 


do. 











OF A STO 


By Claude Binyon 





Milwaukee, 
Everything is great. I stood in 
the wings last night and watched 
Moe Bowery’s act and it was swell, 
and after the show Mr. Bowery put 
me in the act and we acted through 
it again so I would know what to 


Saturday. 


Today I acted in every show andj} 
people laughed and pped all the 
time. It is a great act, much bet 
ter than Mr. (¢ ‘la y's, only crazier 
Besides, Mr. Bowery and Scara- 
mouche ang me there is another 
stooge, a girl stooge. She is Italian | 
like Scaramouche, but real preity 


when she is not dressed 
clothes to be an actress. Her name 
is Quantrelli Maloni. Mr. Bowery 
calls -.er Senorita for short. 

I am the start of the act, 
Mr. Bowery says is an honor. There 
is a chair in the middle of the stage 
and nobody sits in it, so after a 
minute I come up from the audience 
ana sit in it whiie Mr. Powery sings 


up in silly 


which 


a sad song. I just sit there and he 
keeps acting worried about me, but 
I don’t pay any attention to him. 
Pretty soon he stops singing and 
yells into the wings and Seara- 
mouche comes out. Mr. Bowery 
tells Scaramouche to throw me out 
and starts singing again. Scara- 
mouche listens to him sing a min- 
ute and then grabs Mr. Bowery and 


throws him out. 
an accordion and starts to play it 
and I get up and throw him out. 
I sit down again all alone and the 
people laugh and clap. 

I pick up my banjo and start to 
play it and all at once a tomato 
hits me in the face from the audi- 
ence, only Scaramouche — really 
throws it. That is the only part 
of the act I don’t like because my 
suit and banjo are already stained. 

Mr. Bowery comes out again and 
talks to me and I have a lot of 
funny answers that make the people 
laugh. Then Scaramouche comes 
out and Mr. Bowery asks us if we 
would like to dance. We say we 
do and we try to dance and Mr. 
Bowery watches us and trips us so 
we fall on the floor. Miss Quan- 
trelli comes out and starts to dance, 
too, and Scaramouche trips her. 
Pietty soon we are all fighting and 
when we quit Mr. Bowery is laying 


on the floor with his clothes all 
torn. He gets up and starts to sing 
like he is half dead and Scara- 
mouche and me Knock him down 
again. Then we start to dance 
again and he trips us and then 
Scaramouche trips Quantrelli and 


before you know it we are all fight- 
ing again. 

There is lots of other stuff and I 
never heard people clap so much in 
my life. I was real tired when I 
got to the hotel tonight but we got 
cleaned up and we are leaving for 
Minneapolis tonight on the train 
because we act there for a whole 
week starting tomorrow. 

I wrote to Tillie and Mom and 
Pop between shows telling them all 
about everything. Am I tired! 


Minneapolis, Sunday. 


We did the act today and we are 
sensations. Mr. Bowery told me I 
was okay and I asked him could I 
please wear my own suit off of the 
stage instead of the big purple one 


Then he picks up } 


with the tomato juice all over it. 


‘He said all right. 


I don't think Scaramouche is good 


in his heac He seares me when Im 
in the hotel room alene with him 
and I quick turn around and see 
his awful hair and face. He laughs 
al’ the time but it doesn't look much 
like a laugh. 

This evening Quantrelli and me 
and Scaramouche had dinner in al 
Italian restaurant and Quantrell 
1 oked real pretty She talked t« 
me all the time a little bit like a 
f. eigner and it made Scaramouche 
mad. : "hen we got back to the 
hotel tonight I told Scaramouche 
i had my own girl in Peoria named 
Tillie and he shouldn't think I was 


trying to beat his time on Quan 
trelli. He just gave me a look and 
one of those laughs. 

I got kind of lonesome for Tillie 


RADIO TINIMPORTANT 
AT SPORTING B. 0. 


on page 


March 14 

that” broad 
injures the 
here by the 


Los Angeles 

A test of the theory 
casting a sporting e ent 
box office is being tried 
Olympic Auditorium, which has 
taken away permission given to 
KFWB to broadcast boxing events 

KFWB had been etherizing the 
glove events for over a year, and 
had a verbal agreement with Jacl 
Doyle, sports promoter, to continue 
until April 1. Privilege, which car 
ried no money arrangement on 
either side, was denied the station 
several weeks ago. Understanding 
between Doyle and KFWB is that 
the privilege to broadcast the fights 
will be granted again if the box 
office isn’t improved by the radio's 
absence. 

Based on figures so far, it is re 
ported the Olympic box office hasn't 
changed either way. 

Question of radio’s influence 
ticket selling came up on the coast 


on 


several months ago when several 
colleges at the annual meeting of 


the Pacific Coast Conference tried 
to obtain a ban on broadcasting of 
next fall’s football games. They 
were unsuccessful. 





Havana Track in Red 


Havana, March 14. 

Treasury Department inspectors 
almost put an embargo on the mu- 
tuels and books of the Cuban Amer- 
ican Jockey Club, operating the race 
track and the Nacional Casino when 
they tried to collect $30,000 due to 
the tourist commission as luxury 
tax for this season. 

Kaelker Bros. had been in arrears, 
but made a down payment of $7,000 
and promised to pay the rest with- 
in the week, and the embargo was 
lifted. 

The races will close Sunday (13) 
in the red. 




















“A Woman Commands” 







On Broadway 


8l st ST. Continuous Shows 


Wed, to Friday Mar. 16 te 18 


POLA NEGRI 


BASIL RATHBONE 
Roland Young—H. B. Warner 


‘A Woman Commands’ 
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Irv Foy’s Recovery 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Irving Foy 
recovery at the home of relatives 
near here. He may return to staze 

| work before the summer. 

irving was ordered to rest while 
lappearing with the Foy family for 

} RKO in the northwest. He is 28. 








is evidencing a quick | 
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Radio outlets... 


Swimming pool... 


PHONE 


i 
Park En at 7th Ave., New York city 4 


- LANZN ER, General Manager | 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 

are prominent 
phase of human endeavor, 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


.Electric refrigeration... 
salons and roof patios for private functions... 
._ 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York | 





leaders in every 


Stars of 


.Period 


.and other features 
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Tuesday, March 15, 1932 











TEMES SQUARE — 





London 


Ann Suter back again. 

Klu hitting most agents. 
Fencing threatens a rage here. 
Alan Grogan buying a new auto. 


spring floods. 
Hessell Tiltman getting American 
book reviews. 
Swaffer spoiling 
wearing glasses. 
George Banfield 
have teamed up. 





the effect by | 


and Joe Sachs 


Molly Lamont, the talker protege, | 
abed with laryngitis. | 

Rumors of plenty of people leav- | 
ing the A. R. P. unit. 


Lady Alexander Haig, 
daughter, off the ‘Mail.’ 


Earl Haig’s 


Frank Stanmore around town 
again, fatter than ever. 
Hon. David Tennant’s night club 


giving sword exhibitions. 

Percy Alliss, Britain’s best golfer, 
back from Berlin for good. 

W. A. Wetherall has tied up with 
N. for his latest travelog. 
Val Parnell down with flu, 
Henry Sherek at his bedside. 
Redhot wrestling may get set as 
a cabaret turn supper places. 

Sol Newman personally peddling 
the next Gracie Fields picture. 
Islington Empire latest house ac- 
quired by A. B. C. for pictures. 
Pat Mannock says he set the red 
pullover fashion before the Prince. 
Owen Nares doubling between the 
Ealing studios and the Harrow golf 
club. 

Rumored merger 
Allied Newspapers 
here. 

John Loder getting a talker lead 
immediately on his return to Eng- 
land. 

Gilbert Miller surprised 
the Embassy 
pacity. 

Mary Charles after playing Pic- 
cadilly hotel cabaret now at Cafe 
de Paris. 

Sam: Eckman, Jr., 
‘Broadway Melody’ 
third time. 

Revival of the short-lived ‘Punch- 
inello’ reads ‘Putting the Punch in 
Punchinello.’ 

Coliseum management giving au- 
ditions for chorus, with the side- 
walk packed. 

Colonel Bromhead in his best 
form at stockholders’ meetings. Just 
like old times. 

Cedric Belfrage says he'll bring 
his pet camel to the next film star 
press reception. 

Miramova is playing her original 
part in ‘Grand Hotel,’ now touring 
the No. 1 towns. 

Isla Bevan, one of the few girls 
on contract here looks just like 
Constance Bennett. 

With staff cuts all the way along 
Fleet street the publicity business 
looks like getting overcrowded 
again. 

The press boys have discovered a 
marvelous English singer in Dart- 
moor—who'll be released in 10 
years. 

W. P. Lipscomb has just bought 

the Prince of Wales’ Bentley racer, 
and the police salute him every- 
where, 
An admirer threw Chita (Duffin 
and Chita) @ black cat from the 
stage box after her performance. It 
was stuffed. 

Arthur Riscoe leaving the cast of 
‘For the Love of Mike,’ claiming the 
management has no written con- 
tract with him. 

Roy Fox band broadcast ‘You 
Rascal, You,’ and the B.B.C. asked 
them to cut it out. They described 
it ‘a bit too hot.’ 

Palladium ‘deadheads’ complain- 
ing shows not up to usual stand- 
ard and threaten management will 
have to improve. 


F. 
with 


Rothermere and 
chains denied 


to find 
Club practically ca- 





will reissue 
here for the 


Fancy doing the rhumba_ with 
skirts that are held up by pins. 
Polly Walker had to do it. The 


dresses were not quite finished for 
the opening of ‘Lovely Lady.’ 
Albert De Courville bought Moss 
Empire stock to be able to be pres- 
ent at the general meeting. Now 
he claims it was not worth it. It 
was the dullest show he ever saw. 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





Getting cold here. 

Montmartre closing 

Dave Taylor was around. 

F. H. Furay of United 
town. 

Montparnasse closed and opened 


Press ir 


Havana Casino orchestra sailing 





for a week. 


{cow Jewish theatre, coming to Paris 
| 
! 
} 
‘| 


again. } 








Hugh Perceval abed with a cold. 

Peter Burnup now fully recovered. soon for tour of vaudeville in 

John Thorpe Savoy grilling again. |Gtates 

Harry Lachman to do another “ak Station CMW now with 5,000 
Par. watts. 

Edward Laurillard ready to try] Cold weather bringing belated} 
again tourists 

Parties at the Leicest Square] Ricardo Co ,and George O’Brien | 
the | in towl 

Swa taking raps at Corinne kia 3 rnd Casino closing Sun- | 
{ tfith |}day (13) 

Gloria Swanson admiring the | Kid Chocolate-Petrone figh was | 
scenery isuceess financially. 

Ernest Fredman back from _ the Kowler and Tamara going back | 
provinces i soon, after whole season at Casino. | 

The Men s £0 together with | Sloppy Joe is not with Sloppy | 
Basil De i} Joe any more Sold out to his | 

Betty Stockfeld back from Paris} brother and son. Now vacationing 
and a play. in Spain. 

Corinne Griftith getting all the Don Azpiazu organized orchestra 
talker offers. to take north, but wanted boys to 

John Payne preparing for the|advance their own round trip ticket 


and four weeks’ stay in New 


so now it is no go. 


York, 





Paris 


Susan Glaspell here 


Motor car 


bandits buss 
Robert Graves to Spain 
Zaidee Jackson has a hit. 
Raquel Meller going on roud. 
Whit Burnett leaving Vienna. 
Edna St. Vincent Millay over. 
Peggy Riddell doing left bank. 
Gangster influence on upgrade. 
Gracie Fields through to south. 
Walter Lang back from Berlin. 
Gordon Pollock wants to go home. 
Polly Walker over from London. 
Phillips Oppenheim may do play. 
Bob Wyler looking for a backer. 
Night clubs opening and closing. 
Gaby Morlay looking over authors. 
Gerenia Gloria 


a newcomer in 
films. 
Peggy Meehan of Hollywood in 
town. 
Dinah closing after managerial 
rows. 
Johnny Macklin back in good 
voice. 


Gilbert White looking for an Irish 
tenor, 





Anny Ondra coming back to 
Paris. 

Cecil Sorel listening to Lucienne 
Boyer. 

Erich Pommer lunching with 
Dulac. 

Mrs. Richard Tauber over from 
3erlin. : 
Michael Arlen back to Riviera 
tennis. 

American biz men swamped by 
quotas. 

Some new Viennese singers 
around. 


Gordon Fulham over locking for 
scripts. 

Maurice Rostand cancelled Loa- 
don trip. 

Barbette 
America. 

Richard Hughes to Tangiers with 
new wife. 

Norman Matson recovering from 
hangovers. 

Joan Keena dancing at the Boite 
a Matelots. 

Old restaurant Jouven now a 
dance hall. 

Moe Messeri over from Barcelona 


telling about South 


Ruth Putnam Mason once taught 
at Sargent’s. 

Bill Carney greeting his wife back 
from America, 

Russell Lewis 
national fetes. 

Izzy Percival writing notes justi- 
fying prohibition. 

Jack Kahane 
books to publish. 

Attachments aplenty 
Kershaw returns. 

P. G. Wodehouse not adverse to 
returning to films. 

Peggy Wood may go to Canaries 
again for vacation. 

Rosie Dolly getting plenty of 
space in the papers. 

Paris horse show scheduled for 
last week in March. 

Yves Mirande publishing his Hol- 
lywood reminiscences. 

Some of Lucienne Poyer’s songs 
can stand translation. 

Pirandello having his toes stepped 
on by American actress. 

Saint-Granier denying he will be 
a candidate for parliament. 

Harry Reiser and his orchestra 
doing some local recording. 

G. W. Pabst on his way from 
Paris to Berlin from Africa. 

Edna May Lewisohn, original 
‘Belle of New York,’ in Cannes. 

Ina Claire back to N. Y. to get 
permission to return to London. 

Hairdresser sued for telling maid 
that her mistress’ suitor wears a 
wig. 

Joe Seidelman holding a Para- 
mount chieftains’ conference at the 
George V. 

Manager 


to Munich for 
looking for dirty 
if Wilette 


Granoviski, of the Mos- 


to produce films. 
Earl Leslie converting the Perro- 
quet night club, over the Casino de 


Paris, into an intimate 250-seat 
house, 

Mrs. Sarah Jenning Burns of 
Kansas City reported by the Palais 
ide la Mediterranea to have won 





| boost attratcions, 





$85,000 at bacearat. 


Australia 


‘Palmy Days’ high. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ (legit) again 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ smash 
Greater Union using radio 


hit. 
to | 


Greater Union's newsreel theatre 





is gradually building. 

Fullers will revert to pictures at 
Roxy, Sydney, after revue. 

Business on the up grade 
Lenten improvement expected. 

‘Ben-Hur’ doing well for Greater 
Union and may get four weeks. 

‘Dracula’ will follow ‘Cuban Love 
Song,’ Capitol, Sydney, for run. 

‘Frankenstein’ passed okay by the 
censor and will be road-showed. 

Fullers have taken Royal, Syd- 
ney, for musicais with Ada Reeve. 

Hugh McIntosh attempting to es- 
tablish Sunday boxing in Sydney. 

W. T. have two Sydney theatres 
dark, but reopen with legit Easter. 

Doris Fritton presented ‘Middle 
Watch’ at Savoy, Sydney, inde- 
pendently. 

Gilbert and Sullivan revivals in 
New Zealand tremendously success- 
ful for W. T. 

W. tT. say they will produce 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ this season. 
English artists to be imported. 

Public outcry continues against 
present radio programs. Govern- 
ment expected to take action this 
month. 

Hoyts will bring in ‘Yellow Pass- 
port’ (Yellow Ticket’) for run at 
Plaza, Sydney. This organizatica 
now advertises all it’s nabe pro- 
grams in dailies. ° 

Regent doing business with dual 
weekly change features for Hoyts. 
All the Greater Union big theatres 
are playing only extended runs, thus 
giving Hoyts a great break. 

Current pictures in New Zealand 
include ‘Daddy Long Legs,’ ‘Water- 
loo Bridge,’ ‘Bad Girl,’ ‘Sin of Made- 
lon Claudet,’ ‘Millionaire,’ ‘Palmy 
Days’ and ‘Monkey Business.’ 

Fullers refuse offers for their St. 
James, Sydney, for musicals. Sir 
Ben Fuller stated that they are do- 
ing okay with pictures. The Ful- 
lers are backing the importation of 
Ella Shields. 


with 





Toronto 


Tito Schipa strolling. 
Claud Pascoe dabbling in oils. 
Mayor Stewart's life threatened. 


Roly Young and Augustus Bridle 
tiffing. F 

Arno Jones is really Gregory 
Clarke. 

Granite Club ice carnival being 
readied. 

Howard Rutsey‘s mystery pilay- 
lets yanked. 

‘Telegram’ is only local rag print- 
ing film casts. 

Wes McNight interviewing 
hockey stars over ether. 

Art Bossin of ‘Border Cities Star’ 
gets press-gallery job here. 

N. L. Nathanson is in Miami and 
brother Henry is in Bermuda. 

War aviators of all nations will 
hold re-union here next month. 

Mary Coo getting her picture in 
the local rags. Grace Beale ditto. 

Mark Hambourg authors ‘From 
Piano to Forte.’ Cassells publish- 


ing. 

William Heuchan of ‘Good Com- 
panions’ now ia all-British vaude 
bill. 

Buffalo ladies’ polo team due here 
March 18 with Cap Paton getting 
excited. 

Bruce Campbell, ex-ad. mgr. for 
Toronto “Telegram,’ joins the pub- 
licity ranks. 

Clarice Goldner of the Roxy is 
another home-towa product trained 
by Jack Arthur. 

Gord Sinclair, now doing a round- 
the-world trip, meets Londos’ two 
brothers in Greece. 

Casanova Chamberlain discovers 
that Connie Evans can de 4T high- 
kicks in 27 seconds. 

Phylis Grant of the elegant gams 
headlining the Savarin floor show 
in a ballroom offering. 

Claire Wallace sick with Mairi 
Fraser ghosting column for only girl 
chatter writer in Dominion. 

‘Lousey’ is now permissible in 
provincial legislature if it isn’t ap- 
plied to a member of parliament. 

Teddy Reeve of ‘Telegram’ now 
writing his column in bed despite 
broken shoulder and arm in a sling. 

‘Queen's Husband’ at Royal Alex- 
andria hangs up house record for 
non-musical show. Snaffled $37,500 
in fortnight. 

William Lindrum’s phonograph 
has been six times to Australia and 
has accompanied the Dilliardist 
about 150,000 miles. 

Harry Thurston, 
Bill’ in Bairnfather’s 
dickering for m. 
Parisian night club. 

Hearing of his father’s death 
Eddie Allan of ‘Mail and Empirs3’ 
continued to cover hockey game at 
Maple Leaf Gardens. 

Billy Crockett of Mavity Films, 


original ‘Old 
‘Better ‘Ole,’ 
cing at new 





Western Ontario indie-nabe chain, 





killed here with load of films when 
car strikes hydro pole. 

The mysterious (here anyhow), 
and fan-mailed ‘Tom and Mary,’ 
CKCA headliners, are really Ralph 
Turnour and Eunice Hand. 

Exchange situation leaves 
ish companies clear field. 
Hill p.a.ing Colbourne-Jones 
pany; Les Appleby ditto for 
Barry Jackson; Alfred Head for 
Stratford-upon-Avon Players; Hec- 
tor Dutrisac for Sir John Martin- 
Harvey: and G. G. Garrette for 
Dumbells Revue. 


Brit- 
Percy 
Com- 
Sir 


Montreal 





Suit pressed while you 
shaved is latest gag here. 
Charlie Dornberger 
comes in to Mount Royal. 
Gene Lipsett-Skinner improving 

in hospital after operation. 
George Nicolas reading local bliz- 
zards with glee in West Indies. 


are being 


orchestra 


Eugene Maynard raises prices to 
meet theatre tax, but biz drops. 
Some main stems and flock of 


nabes trying two-for-one trick. 
Leo Edel, sans beard, back in town 
again after three years of Paris. 
‘Sports Review’ folds after second 
issue. Ted Harris gets from under. 
Standing at $1.65 and all seats 
taken at Paul Robeson concert Sun- 
day. 
B. M. Garfield 


opens dance hall 


Saturday (12) in conjunction with 
Rialto. 
Jack Denny given big hand on 


last night at Mount Royal Wednes- 
day (9). 

Golden Dome cabaret gets break 
with college boys’ dance on Thurs- 
day (10). 

Grippe epidemic all over city and 
amateur theatrical outbreaks com- 
bine to hurt grosses. 


Bill Lester, off to general confer- 
ence ‘Toronto, following Famous 
Players’ victory in suit. 

Main stems getting some week- 
end play from huge inter-city ex- 
cursions organized by railways. 


First Sunday closing action 
against Amherst and Rivoli, nabe 
movies, gets setback when judge 
throws case out, 

Phil Maurice going ahead with 
new cabaret where former Venetian 
Gardens, well known to U. S. tour- 
ists, used to be. Opening scheduled 
May 1. 

Baby putting up fight in arms of 
Negro on local depot concourse 
causes sensation Thursday morning 
(10). Turns out to be baby on way 
to institution. 

Maurice Colbourne, here with 
‘Queen’s Husband,’ legit, His Maj- 
eaty’s, gets in slam at Shuberts for 
poor road shows sent in past to 
Montreal in speech before local 
service club. Not an alibi, since he 
has done well enough to warrant 
holdover for three days. 

Hundred sit down to banquet 
Mount Royal, and ‘Quebec Allied 
Theatrical Industries, Incorporated,’ 
is born with provincial parliament 
member president and federal par- 
liament member, Fernand Rinfret, 
vice-president. All prominent the- 
atre companies and most independ- 
ents over entire province are mem- 
bers, but feeling is that stables are 
being guarded after horse is stolen. 
Meanwhile heavy increased tax in 
effect since March 1. 


Ottawa 


Only two theatres in Ottawa of- 
fer single-feature bills during past 
week. 

Jackson Booth says he ‘is happy 
to serve’ when appointed Federal 
District Commissioner. 

Daylight Saving scheduled _ to 
open in Ottawa May 1, moving day, 
and continue to Sept. 25. 

Capitol Theatre went to top of 
Theatrical Hockey League by de- 
feating Imperial squad 5 to 2. 

Robert Sherwood, author, donated 
royalties for welfare of local dis- 
abled and unemployed war veterans, 

Morgan V. Russell, well-known 
restaurateur and sportsman, died. 








Was known as ‘Shag’ to theatre 
men, 
Rt. Hon. R. B. Bennett, Prime 


Minister of Canada, attended per- 
formance of ‘The Queen’s Husband’ 
at the Embassy. 

Canadian Government doubles 
annual license fee for radio re- 
ceiving sets to $2 to obtain $750,- 
000 more revenue. 

On top of salary slash, civil ser- 
vants ordered not to smoke, read 
newspapers, write personal letters 
or leave desks during Government 
hours, 

Joe Franklin gave use of Capitol 
Theatre to Kiwanis Club for Sun- 
day show featuring Winnifred Bam- 
brick, former Sousa harpist, and 
Cvards Band. 


Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Literati Majorca-bound. 

Winnie Sheehan not here. 

Emma Calve singing for blind. 

Is C. B. Cochran coming or not? 

P. G. Wodehoused toward Graase. 

Cannes to Canarsie: Mrs. Syd 
Chaplin, 

Frank 
observed. 

Night retakes 
Montmartre.’ 
Franco Film studios still stalling 
reopening 


Betty Compton wants Villa Vari 


Harris's anni passed un 


on ‘Ta Fille du 


on 


ety for summer. 

30b Brown sold his ‘Beerhood 
Days’ to Menck's Merk. 

Chateau Madrid has folded and 
its furnishings auctioned. 

Rosie Dolly and Irving Netcher 
can’t find a place to get married. 

Values now so altered a simple 
fracture is considered a lucky 
break. : 


Racketeers are crying they don’t 
know where their next heel is com- 
ing from. 

Femmes worrying already what 
they’re going to wear next for bath- 
ing suits. 

Morgan Burke‘s 
another month 
cana meller. 

H. G. Wells is telling what's 
wrong with the world, with his nose 
practically in a perfumery. 

‘Congress Dances’ into Nice 
Amateur Marathon Dance in 
second big month as competish. 

Jack Hylton cleaned up enough 
in his Nice and Monte Carlo con- 
certs to come back for a loaf afte: 
Master. 

Snow, or silver sunshine, as it’s 
called in Cal., ushered in March. 
Flips calling Cote d'Azur Overcoat 
d’Azur. 

Nobody wants Alex Berkman’'s 
translation of Goethe's last love af- 
fair. Not sexy enough, say pub- 
lishers, Friends are urging him to 
retitle it ‘Getting Goethe’s Garter.’ 


angel gave him 
to finish his Mexi- 


had 
its 


“Salt Lake 


By Philip G. Lasky 





r 


Gas war renewed, and with l14c 
gas. 
Police department going into 


short-wave radio system. 

Dave Simmons joins KDYL as 
announcer, coming from KLZ, Den- 
ver. 

Town beginning te liven up. 
Green Dragon putting on new floor 
show. 

Governor Dern announces self- 
ordered cut in salary of 10%. Or- 
ders all state salaries cut likewise. 

Fights revived at McCullough’s 
arena after four-month layoff. 
Wrestling remains as ‘pet’ sport of 
city, however. 

A line of good-looking girls helps 
the Fraternity Club. This and 
others have 15c cover charge Mon- 
day bargain nights. 

Community Chest goes way over 
the top with $160,000. Last-minute 
exploitation and advertising put 
over by committee headed by Fred 
Hamlin, ex-Public publicity head. 

Manager Harry Golub of RKO 
Orpheum screened ‘Lost Squadron’ 
premiere in Hollywood style with 


lights, microphones, governor, 
mayor, local military and naval 
heads. 


U. of U. 75-voice glee club, which 
made big hit at Paramount, Los 
Angeles, few months ago, reports 
offer for engagements in St. Louis 
and Chicago. Trying to get Cham- 
ber of Commerce to underwrite ex- 
penses. 

First Security Bank, part of large 
chain, moves into building for- 
merly occupied by Desert National, 
which folded. Deseret Bank, sup- 
posed to be _ state’s most solid, 
closed with much surprise on part 
of citizenry. Other banks had runs 
but weathered them. 

Newspapers making noise about 
money spent in city for improve- 
ments and labor, viz.: Z.C.M.L, 
Mormon-owned department store, 
spends $200,000 for remodeling; 
KDYL spends thousands rebuilding 
studios; KSL spends’ thousands 
building new transmitting plant. 





Elmira 


By J. Maxwell Beers 

Vaudeville doing well at Keeney 
last half. 

Capitol operating 
through local dairies. 

Regent hereafter will make three 
changes a week instead of four. 

N. J. Banks, Jamestown, N. Y., 
new manager of Strand. Replaces 
I. J. Carkey, who takes house at 
Carthage, 

3eorge Bubb, Williamsport, 
head of Bubb chain, has bought 
Crawford, Canton, Pa., near here, 
Will change name to Rialto. 

Indications that new city admin- 
istration will not close theatres 
here Sundays. City voted two years 
ago for Sunday performances, but 
there was fear that new reform ad- 
ministration might change things. 

Harry Watts, city representativ6 
Warner Bros., bankers, newspaper- 
men, city officials and members As- 
sociation of Commerce, bombarded 
city’s representatives in state legis 





two-for-one 


Pa., 





llature with telegrams asking that 
;they oppose tax on theatre gross 








Zi 


E 
M 
rour 


Flor 
La 
ver) 
P 
aro! 


self 


mo¢ 


~~ 4am e “~~ 


~~ — > We 


mn - ipa ip i 


t? 
sse 


Syd 


un 
du 
ling 
ari- 
ood 
and 
ther 
d. 
anple 
icky 


on't 
Dm - 


‘hat 
ith- 


him 
>xi- 
at’s 
ose 
had 

its 
ugh 


on- 
fter 
it’s 
rch, 
oat 
Lin's 
af- 
ub- 


| to 
er.” 


14c 


nto 


en~- 


up. 
oor 


slt- 
I= 
h’s 
off. 

of 
lps 
nd 
yn - 


yer 


ith 


yal 


ds 








_ @aesday, March 15, 1932 











VARIETY 








Broadway | 


yiegey better. 

Arthur Lubin west. 

Belle Bennet is in New York. 
Eddie Hitchcock’s §.A. trek off. 





‘Mickey  Neiian making the 
rounds. 

John Golden is home from 
Florida. 

Leon Netter insists he never was 
very ill. 


Punch boards for prizes and cash 
around again. 

Mrs. Ira Gershwin sunning her- 
gelf at Nassau. 

Kiviette studying 
modes at Nassau. 

Mary Pickford still 
shows and scripts. 

Gabby Padney back in the Boule- 
yard pit after illness. 

Louis K. Sidney is vacationing in 
the south for a month. 

Art Jarrett, CBS tenor, 
make the glee club at college. 

The Billy Diamonds celebrated 
their 22d yesterday (Monday). 
“Qouis K. Sidney and family to 
Boca Grand, Fla., for a month. 

The Larry Pucks’ baby just fits 
the bassinet presented by the Har- 
old Kemps. 

Paul Smal] has switched mon- 
icker to Paul Little, a change but 
not a reduction, 


the summer 


looking at 


didn’t 


Arthur Moskowitz’ Loew pals 
tossed him a bachelor feed, gag 
booklet included. 

Blanche Hammond has replaced 


Lillian Rasley in ‘Dress Rehearsal,’ 
vaude act on RKO. 


Agents around town depressed 
over the closing of Par’s LL 
studio. Extras, too. 


They've put up a ‘For Rent’ sign 
in big letters in two different spots 
on the Earl Carroll, 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., always ‘knocks 
wood’ literally when reporting on 
his father’s good health. 

Russ Brown claims the ‘Two-a- 
day and two-at-night’ gag which 
was credited to Frank Fay. 

Mark Luescher moved those 
pigeons he gave a home to on the 
window sill of his ex-oflice. 

“Tetrazzini fell out of the Para- 
mount bill last week, illness. Like- 
wise Frank Fay at the Palace, 

The boys are watching their 
language now that E. M. Orowitz 
has his sec in the private office. 

Bee Sidney bragging about how 
well daughter Sylvia looks in a new 
hair-bob made necessary by a Par. 
pic. 7 

Waldorf-Astoria has its own 
sarage service; with attendants to 
take cars back and forth for pa- 
trons, 

Gene Fox is seeing the country 
With Publix. Transferred from 
Buffalo to Minneapolis and now to 
Des Moines. 

Ken Hallam, too tired to ride on 
trains, flew back from Washington, 
after campaigning on an RKO- 
Radio picture. 

Frank Merlin, in an argument 
about legit and banking, claimed 
fewer theatre closings this year 
than among banks. 

Charley Levy pulled out for 
Miami Beach with Sid Harris as a 
bodyguard. They'll have the sand 
and golf courses to play with. 

Al Hoffman and Al Goodhart, 
songwriters, leave for the coast to- 
morrow (Wednesday), to visit 
Hoffman's home town, Seattle. 

Rae Samuels nearly made a night 
of it on last vaude show at Jeffer- 
Son, Which she headlined, and 
which marked the end of vaude at 
the house. 

With « drop in weight from 287 
to 187 pounds, Paul Whiteman 
found it necessary to have two 
hitches taken in a silver bracelet 
that his wife gave him. 

Mark Hellinger says he never had 
any idea of waving a stick at an 
orchestra or anything else. Says 
Some guy from NBC called on the 
long distance phone when he was 
in Pittsburgh, but there was no 
conversation because he was ab- 
6ent. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 

Lou Frieberg of Metro 
for a wedding last week. 

Henry Zapp opened the new Duo- 
fone offices in the Fox Bldg. 

Dynamic Dave Davidson going 
siraight—down the wedding aisle. 

Billie Hammond married to Bill 
“4 Rue shortly after her 18th 
birthday, 

Margaret Rice of the Coop office 
is graduated to a private office with 
her name on the door. 

Cliff Gieseman used to be a tele- 


in town 


€raph operator and is keeping in 
bractice—just in case. 
Break for the Evans 


Moved out to the Fisher theatre 
and only three shows a day. 
Walter Norris moving out in the 


Wide open spaces near a_ golf 
co irse. Nine holes every morning. 
Wolf of Chicago is taking over 


the hat check concession at the 
Ibook-Cadillac since Ralph Hitz got 
the hotel. 


Bill taynor drives to 


every Friday to 





ing F&M units to find out what! 
they need. 

Jack Collins, World Wide camera 
man, was shot in the hand while 
taking pictures of the Red riot at 
the Ford plant, 

3ernie Cobb went to Cleveland! 
last week to get his wife but had 
to drive because the weather was 
too bad for flying. 





Hellywood 


, 





Harry Spingler with the Small 
office. } 

Cy Kahn warbling over KFWB | 
mikes. 

Marquis de la Falaise a Hearst! 
ranch guest. 

Mary Kay returned from yeahs 
and years in N. Y,. 

Sam (Blood) Kramer specializing 
in Russian flashes now. 

3urton King was a week among 
non-com; reason, a cold. 

Phil Goldstone has the most un- 
pretentious office in town. 

Landscape gardening around the 
Beverly Hills plant of KMPC. 

Lyons & Lyons office rates 
among agents in sheer pomp. 

Happy Chappies m. c.’ing a radio 
benefit in Pasadena, March 19. 

Wurtzel-Ullman agency now ope- 
ratine from a residential address. 

Junior Laemmle having a new 
confab room built next to his office. | 

Juanita Greenwood calls her bull 
terrier pup ‘Socks’ after Bob Steele’s 
horse. 

Clara Bow shipping the furniture 





first | 





from her beach home to the Nevada 
ranch. 

Mae Clark, on sick leave fron 
Universal, is bordering on a break- 
down. 

Claudia Dell plenty nervous first| 
day as a waitress at the Assistance 
League. 

, a. s Humor’ 


Swanson, ‘College 


editor, brought the bride west for 
the first time. : 
Elton Britt, KMPC hillbilly, 


scooted back to the Ozarks to see 
his sick mother. 

Bill McGee's orchestra aired from 
the Italian Village, L. A., now twice 
daily over KMPC, 

Arthur Sheekman, who can't play, 
bought a $250 violin because it was} 
marked: down to $590. 

Bert Levey to Friseo to finish his 
income tax returns. This is his sec- 
ond trip with figures. 

Calfin Hendricks, blind tenor, who 
won at Atwater Kent contest, now 
once weekly over KNX, 

Agnes Ayres, now in New York, 
will go into vaude in an act being 
written by Al Boasberg. 

Sheridan Givney, adaptation ‘The 
Higher Up,’ written by Jerry Hor- 
ween and Marie Dix, WB. 

New on the Boulevard is a 
smocked long-hair turning out oil 
paintings for two-bits each. 

Staff of the ‘Herald’ composing 
room ond the ‘Examiner’ art depart- 
ment now on a five-day week, 

A. A. Kline posteards from Bali, 
in the South Seas, where he is get- 
ting an eyeful of native shadow 
dancing. 

3ernie Weinberg got a studio call 
on his Giitleson advertising copy. 
Company wanted to make shorts 
around it. 

Henry Taylor recalling when he 
sang ‘Carmen’ in Dutch Guinea and 
the town gave the troupe a red-fire 
parade afterwards, 

Talking over that Sunday Uplift- 
ers-Los Indios polo game was the 
real reason for Zanuck’s lengthy 
story conference Monday night. 

Fred A. Couture, Rochester, N. H., 
theatre owner, here for a vacation. 
With him are Alice Beaudoin and 
Chester Kern, also of Rochester. 

A. George Volck, of the Selznick- 
Joyce office, has formed a personal 
incorporation by tacking Inc. to his 
name, to hold his private interests. 

New food low is recorded outside 
a Beverly boulevard drive-in hut. 
Offers as this week's special a 
deviled egg sandwich on toast for a 
nickel. 

Couple of blotto beauts huddled 
over a night club table. Says one, 
slightly raising her voice: ‘Say, he’s 
the nicest guy I ever slammed a 
door on.’ 





‘Bird of Paradise’ company re- 
turned from Honolulu last week, | 
telling of plenty of rain encountered | 
in the islands, with some rain 
scenes being taken for the picture. 
One of the youngest players to 
get a publicity buildup will be 
George Robert Phillips McFarland, 
three-year-old who appears in 
Roach’s ‘Our Gang’ comedies. 
‘Spanky,’ as the kid is billed, is a 
mild sensation on the short lot. 
Barbara Weeks, on Samuel Gold- 
wyn’'s contract list at $100 a week, is 





ballet. | 


| 





| 


Toledo | : 
look at the incom- j| of them, even during show time. 


|court had to okay the vacation. 


taking a four weeks’ vacation with- 
out pay this month, with that time 
tacked on the end of this period. As} 
Miss Weeks is only 18, superior 
One result of the advent of the 
Skouras brothers to Fox-West Coast | 
that when anyone calis a F-WC| 
house now, the manager answers} 
the phone himself, no matter how 
early in the day it is. Previously 
it was aimost impossible to get some | 





jinterested persons, 


| 


still | 


Loop | 


Fred Stone's game leg is 


bothering him. } 


Peck Gommersoll taking his game | 
arm to the doctor. 


Morton Downey bumped into a 
‘cold at the Palace. 
Verna Burke recovering from a 


/ nervous breakdown. 


Howard Way concocting a comedy 
script for the ether. 
Al Dezel back in town to reopen 


| his states right office. 

Dad Pickard and his family have | 
| had themselves incorporated. } 
Tom Kettering-Jane Love ‘I Do’ } 
|; act makes its debut March 21. 


Sidney Bedell around the Adelphi 
with a new script for production. 
Harry Herts is settling down for 
a stay. having sent for the wife. 
M. H. Aylesworth put in his first 
local appearance in four months. 
Mike Kelly is new president of 
local Club Artists’ Protective Ass'n. 
F. A. Talbot, mer. of KOA, Den- 
ver, in and out of the NBC plant in 


} a day. 


rapidly 
desk 


Max Balaban recovering 
and expected back at his 
shortly. 

Joe Abramson has left Publix-B. 


Postl’s for a year, but so far only 

his bankroll has been reducing. 
Monroe Wayne becoming a sound 

effects expert since climbing 


biz. 

Paul Mall jumped from New York 
to Hollywood and back here again 
to join the F. & M. ‘Carmenesque’ 
unit. 

Will Higgie miscued on a step 
while on the Stratford stage and 
took an eight-foot nosedive. Just 
a couple of bones rattled. 

Jules Greengard has been giving 
Lindy’s the double-o for a week, 
with Sam Horwiis due from New 
York to talk about the details. 

Soon after Bill Roche was ap- 
pointed custodian of the Selwyn he 


tore the Shubert ads out of the 
house program and substituted the 
Erlanger and indie house shows. 


Also put his managerial title under 
the program's masthead, something 
the Shuberts wouldn't let him do 
when they operated the stand. 


New England 


No letup in double feature pro- 
grams. 

Hopkinton and Hanover, N. H., 
people cast heavy vote in favor of 
Sunday film shows 

Majestic theatre in the old Opera 
House block, Brockton, Mass., de- 
stroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

Louis N, Dupont, first film ex- 
hibitor in Ware, Mass., has just 
started his 18th year as tax col- 
lector. 

What happens to old theatres? 
Well, the Middleboro, Mass., Dis- 
trict Court now is quartered in the 
old Lyric, once a film house. 

Publix refuses to rent Empire, 
New Bedford, Mass., to amateur 
dramatic outfit. Hence amateurs 
talk of erecting Little theatre. 

Here's how Reading, Mass., voters 
decided the Sunday film show queés- 





tion: Yes, 1,937; no, 1,123. There 
were 610 persons who refused to 
vote. 


Sound picture equipment bought 
for 15 Massachusetts state institu- 
tions, including insane asylums. 
Reason is unavailability of silent 
pictures. 

First amateur production of Zieg- 
feld's ‘Showboat’ will be given by 
the Springfield, Mass., Kiwanis club 
with original settings and costumes. 
Cast of.140. 

Because every downtown theatre 
had a film containing element of 
murder a New Bedford, Mass., mur- 
der trial jury couldn’t go to a show, 
judze ruled. 

Worcester, 


Mass., Censor Board 


barred ‘Freaks’ as too gruesome. 
Reinstated ‘free show reviewers’ 


board has been augmented to nearly 
100 members, 

Leo Flanagan thinks he’s a spe- 
cial tanzet for safe crackers. Sec- 
ond attempt on strongbox of Garden 
theatre, Greenfield, Mass., was flop 
for the yeggs. 


Arlington, Mass., residents will 
vote on Sunday films. Balloting 
will not settle issue, however, as 


town officials still have the power 
to grant or refuse licenses. 

Publix second attempt this season 
at stage shows in its Springfield, 
Mass., houses failed. Paramount 
abandoned vaude after brief 
and now Broadway has _ discon- 
tinued tab musical comedy and 
double features. 

New organization to 
pro entertainment in Springfield, 
Mass 
ing of 50 actors, managers and other 


into 
,| the radio disc recording end of the 


try, | 


encourace | 
and vicinity formed at meet- | 


Named Spring- |m 


field Branch, Professional Enter- 
tainers of New England, Dr. I. R. 
Calkins president. 

The Warner Memorial Audi- 





torium, a gift to Worcester, Mass., 
Academy from Harry M. Warner, | 
will be dedicated April 19. It is in 


memory of the film magnate’s son 
Lewis J. Warner, @ member of the 
class of 1928, who died soon after 
leaving school. 
| 
| Mi li 
| inneapolis 
} 
By Les Rees 

More below zero weather and 
} snow storms. 
| . . . . 
} Ted Colvin back with Publix. City 
| job proved a fizzle. 

Bill Tilden’s tennis match drew 
1,200 at University. 

Harold Kaplan suffering from 


slight attack of flu. 
Joe Mannix, veteran newspaper- 
man and globe trotter, dead. 
Police are picking up 
}who yell misleading headlines. 
| Newsstands defying mayor’s order 
| banning ‘Ballyhoo’ among others, 
Gene Fox, local boy, going to Des 


newsbdoys 





& K. 
MeVickers. | ment, 

Joey Stool doing the guiding David Ackerson, local pianist, go- 
j}hand for Morton Downey while the | jing with Fiske O'Hara as accom- 
air singer was in town. panist. 

Louie Lipstone has been going to ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge elected first 


vice-president of the Midwest Shrine 
council. 

Mayor starts morals body to safe- 
guard youths’ morals, including pe- 
riodicals, 

Mickey Coen, Jr., sold George 
Washington pictures to those who 
would buy. 

Mahendra, ‘mystic’ of the radio, a 
‘be-ween the acts’ attraction with 
Bainbridge stock. 

Article on ‘Behind Scenes at the 
Minnesota’ in Faweett’s ‘Amateur 
Golfer’ this month. 

Harold Lefkowitz, local youth, 
with Warner Brothers’ scenario de- 
partment at Hollywood. 

Hal Young of New York office of 
National Screen Service visiting lo- 
eal representative, Ed Burke. 

Former ‘barmaids,’ driven out by 
police, now using ‘laundry agency’ 
signs for blind in new locations. 

Newspaper publicity story says El 
Brendel will cop $4,000 for week’s 
personal appearance at Minnesota. 

Newspapers received more calls in 
one afternoon re Lindbergh baby 
than in five weeks re Far East war. 

Twin City dancing masters put- 
ting on huge ‘Follies,’ with cast of 
100, at Garrick for unemployed ben- 
efit. 

Jack Partington, Harry Singer and 
‘Doc’ Hall of F-M staff here to give 
‘ideas’ playing Minnesota the once 
over. 

Al Anson, Publix northern Minne- 
sota district manager, sings and yo- 
dels to keep awake while driving at 
night, 

Danny Finkelstein back from 
Florida and Cuba. Harold Finkel- 
stein going to hospital for stomach 
trouble. 

Regular exercisers at Y. M. C. A. 
include Joe Padlove, Fox booker, and 
Don Chambers and Charles Perrine 
of Publix. 

In poll conducted by KSTP, local 
radio station, 400,000 voted for re- 
tention of Father Coughlin talks and 
only 500 against. 

3en Wilson, night club owner and 
known as ‘mayor of North Minne- 
apolis, bound over to federal grand 
jury on liquor charge. 

Mrs. Jack Bevans, wife of one- 
time reporter and later local pub- 
lisher, murdered, and missing hus- 
band sought by police, 

Theodore Hays and Bob La Piner 
of Publix make contribution to Jew- 
ish Federation campaign ‘in memory 
of the late I. H. Ruben.’ 

No more cut-rating at State 
through Shoppers’ Guide coupons, 
Publix announcing that circulation 
test has heen completed, 

Much excitement when attendant 
found apparently abandoned baby in 
Palace rest room, but mother re- 
turned later to claim child. 

Letters received by local civic 
body from 1,890 business men over 
entire country indicate business re- 
covery is expected by next fall. 

Mrs. Eugene Ormondy resigns as 
| harpist of New York Philharmonic 
|orchestra to be here with husband, 
|conductor of Minneapolis Symphony. 

The town of Fairmont, Minn., near 
|here, wants to find a customer for 
five circus wagons left behind four 
when a tent show went 





years 
broke, 
Minneapolis 


10,000, affecting 


avo 


unemployed number 
nearly 160,000 peo- 
ding to Chamber of Com- 
merce figures In St. Paul, 18,500 
} out of Work. 
Minnesota hotel owners 
to 14 for repeal or modi 
prohibition act. Declare: 
| drinking’ goes on behind locked ho- 
|tel doors. Also that speakeasies get 
which h 


le, accor 


vote 123 
ation of 


‘sneak 


' . °2 
night life trade 
er] id. 


| Francis 


otels for-} 


Miami 
By Beachcomber 
Irving Berlin is at the Nautilus 
in Miami Beach, 
Irene Bordoni is reopening at the 
Embassy, Miami, today. 
First of the big Miami 
hotels will close March 15. 
Blackstone hotel is in $250,000 
action demanding receivership. 


Seach 


Macy's closed their Palm Beach 
store March 5, about a month early. 

Embassy is putting on a benefit 
for the Dade County Federation of 
Women's Clubs March 15. 

Collette Sisters highly advertised 
|} to appear at Embassy March 7, but 


next day their were out of 
the club's ad 

Golf fan got so interested watch- 
ing Walter Hagen practice for a 
tournament that he fell over a wire 
ind broke his arm. 

Commodore William kK, 
bilt and his $2,500,000 
are back in Miami 


names 


Vander- 
vacht Alva 
Beach after a 


| 22,000-mile world tour. 


Embassy entertainers qualified for 
the Boy Scouts by trouping to St. 
hospital to put on their 
| show for the sick and maimed. 

Nabes in Miami district nave ‘pay 
jnight’ once a week in which coins 
| from one cent on up to a dollar are 
| returned to each paying patron. 
| Miami ‘Herald’ slashed the staff's 

salary 10% from the top on down 
; last week. One of their best men 
gets eight months’ vacation without 
| pay. 
| Al 


| White, who was master of 


’ Inine . re inne . i hlicitv ssien- . “ 
He was helping to manage} Moines for Publix publicity assign | ceremonies at Lido before its sud- 


den folding, will hang around Miami 
Beach until mid-March before hit- 
ting the trail back north. 

Beach and Tennis club in Miami 
Beach, being a club proposition, 
does not advertise, but in friendly 
spirit took a quarter page ad to 
boost the Miami port development. 

Word drifts here that throughout 

all of the major league training 
camps this year an epidemic of pro- 
fanity has broken out which is 
we magnates and managers up- 
set. 
; Bruen’s Tropical Park race track 
is doing fair business, though it is 
tapering off now. But his best 
mutuel day of $125,000 is $35,000 
under the average of Joe Widener’s 
Hialeah layout. 

John Steinberg, half owner of 
Hollywood (Fla.) Country Club and 
of the Pavilion Royal and the late 
5 O’Clock in New York, has headed 
back north while Christo Tortaulous 
has relieved him here. 

Frank Garlasco’s Club Lido on 
Hibuscus Island in Miami Beach 
blew suddenly the night of Satur- 
day, March 5, but Sunday morning’s 
papers came out with big ads for 
Lido’s Sunday night pajama party. 


run advertising trailers by running 
trailer saying it wouldn’t think of 
such a thing, as it figures fans pay 
to see movies, not read ads. Then 
the whole thing goes haywire when 
a dozen ad trailers are run in eon- 
nection with Freckles Ra; ad 


Long Island 


By Joe \Vagner 








10 cent shaves in Astoria. 

Huntington taboo on carnivals. 

Queens speakeasies in a bitter 
war. 

Robert Rodger golf pro at Pomo- 
nok Country Club. 

Herman Poli going strong at the 
Patchogue theatre. 

Norman Brokenshire at the Forest 
Hills fashion show. 

Texas Guinan bought her mother 
a house in Flushing. 

Grace Bradley opened a singing 


7 school in Glen Cove. 


German pics at Lindy in Linden- 
hurst going over big. 

Golf course omitted in Riis Park 
burns plenty of folks. 

The golf champ of Loew's Plaza 
in Corona is I. Ureles. 

Benny Leonard packed them in 
at the Ridgewood Grove. 

Rockaways want their section a 
separate city or borough. 

Arthur Tracy ran the F. A. B. 
column in the Jamaica ‘Press.’ 

The judges are slapping big fines 
on the slot machine operators. 

Myron Lee, publisher of ‘County 
Review’ in Riverhead a father. 

Jules Lenzberg met many old 
friends while at the RKO Flushing. 

Skouras’ Island managers hold 
long meetings every Tuesday after- 
noon. 

Many 
kind of 
reviews. 

Fred W. jrunelle, manager of 
Keith's Richmond Hill, is an expert 
with a camera, 

Pill Meeder, organist at Keith's 
Richmond Hill, is the most popular 
chap in that town. 

Arverne will attempt to regain 
some of its old splendor with a 
mardi gras this summer. 

Henry Irving Dodge (‘Skinner's 
Dress Suit’) spends a lot of time 
at the Forest Hills Theatre. 

.Rocco Pandircio, formeriy of the 
Royal San Carlo Opera in Naples, 
now a resident of Flushing. 

Two Queens houses have just 
| eclebrated third birthdays—Keith's 
Richmond Hill and Loew's Vatencta, 
jin Jamaica 


Island 
canned 


weeklies use 
movie and 


any 
drama 









Capitol theatre razzes rivals who — 
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Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 


Rivoli, moved to Chicago. 
Kate Smith club formed here with 
Harry Rushong the pre: 
The Paramount balcony 
closed unless trade is very big. 


is 


‘Billy’ Gertz, famous as proprietor | 
of old Edgewater Inn here, dead. 

Allan Daley, radio singer and 
former musical comedy star, robbed 

Dick Richards won't have to bor- 
row ‘Variety’ now. He’ll get one by 
mail 

Nanett Sal T \Io nelie t 
picked Lilyan i man I 
revue 

With the closing of the Empire 
Bernie Lustig has but one job, p.a 
at Loew’s 


Jack O'Connell aiding in 
duction of ‘The Mikado’ to 
by the Elks. | 
Club Mirador, in the Parakeet 
room of the Hotel town's | 
newest nitery. 

Dick Richards, ‘Blade’ d.e., cracks 
those who charge critics with ruin- 
ing the theatre. 
Ken Benson, 
gone to Arizona 
about six weeks. 
Leanor Morrison is now the vet- 
eran of the Rivoli staff, having been 
here since August. 

Bill Mylander was a participant 
in state contract bridge tourney, but 
could finish no higher than 33d. 
Larry Steele of Toledo and or- 
chestra booked by the Cunard lines 
for music on West Indies cruise. 
Willard E. Gobrecht, 22, brother 
of ‘Whitey’ Gobrecht, orchestra 
leader and a member of that band, 
died suddenly. 

Granada theatre adding vaude- 
ville, changes Sundays and Wednes- 
days. .'rankie Belasco, out of De- | 
troit, will m.c, 
Two people 


the pro- 
be given 


Secor, 


Avalon, 
health, 


manager 
for his 





sat through two 
shows at the Rivoli waiting for the 
vaude, which had been eliminated 
the previous week. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 





Freezing weather, 
prevailing. 

Double runs not here yet, 
mavhe soon, 

William Noble was out of the hos- 
pital in nine days. 


but 11 above 


but 


O. K., Usilton. 

“lesh shows draw weak trad 

Loew's held their housewarming 

Ray Allison still works eariy and 
late, : 

Dance hall at Irish Hills leveled 
b\ flames. 

par! | tes, Rivoli organist moved 
to Chicago 

John Babb, Cincinnati, Joins thé 
Blad iff 

Bal Shedd still ar nd v 
but ha la! 

Thelma Smith to Minneapol 
join the burleys. 

Wal Caldwell is nicely SiLu i 

nl new offices. 

That draught in tt Pantheon 
s uld be remedied 

John Quinlan, assistant manage! 


ident. | 
kept | 


| 
| managel 
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CHATTER 
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; Stat ise also has her on tne, 
lscreen in ‘Beast of the City.’ The 
platinu blonde doing a ques- 
ti ns ind answers column for 
Heat s ‘Journal.’ 
Morris fitzet oO me operator 
rf la Ss led | teal 
D lu 1 ] l ibil- 
tj S58.S! 1 sy = itzer 
! empl d ) his 
yr A | it h Ri 1 
Reno 
Mayor Ke 3 seizes opportunity 
lto recite an original poem at the- | 
tre opening. 
National ski contest at Tahoe 


drav 
California 
+a 


| havern vs thousan 


vernor. 
local T. & D. Jr. 
week com- 


touches Ma- 


g 
Tompkins, 
spends 


tinishing 


busy 
pleting 


jyesti 


on 
Jimmy, les. ex-football coac] 


it Sar Francisco U, in con- 


winter at Lake Tahoe, d 
sunny L. A. thirty 
ceremony. 


Plans 


for Dempsey fight here in 
July still stewing, but not boiling 
pending return of Jim Mckay from 


California. 

Q. Williams, trans-Atlan- 
tic flyer, who landed in Spain when 
headed for Rome, has landed 
Reno for six weeks’ stay. 


Roger 
Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





Coldest March in 41 years. 


Lee Tracy came from Milwaukee. 
Home Show Week at the Audi- 
torium. 


Mayor Hoan and his son are au- 
tograph collectors. 

Tony Wons, Wisconsin boy, spends 
his vacation at Eagle River. 

Prices up slightly in most the- 
atres. Nobody can find any reason. 

Mrs. Franz Winninger, mother of 
five Winningers, died at home of 
daughter. 


Don Ameche was born in Keno- 
sha and attended University of 
Wisconsin. 

Otis Skinner and Cornelia Otis 
Skinner in town the same week at 


different theatres. 

Edna Ferber got a flying start to- 
ward writing as a reporter on the 
Milwaukee Journal. 

A standing tribute to John Phillip 
Sousa was part of every program 


at the Alhambra during the past 
week. 
Wm. H. Singer, manager RKO 


Riverside, switched to Springfield, 
Illinois. Succeeded by W. L. Thayer 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Sam Sutherland, WISN announcer, 
is an architectural engineer. Comes 





The first girl minus stockings for 
1932 was seen on the street. 

Oklahoma City Graia vury went 
fishing, but caught nothing. 

Oklahoma City’s first electrical 
show at Moertret Anditorium. 

Spectacular fire near theatre dis- 
trict, bu’ the shows not hurt. 

Jerry Chazen, }F'ox home office 
xuditor, moved here from Kansas 
City. 

Joe and Harry Silverman and 
Bob Clemmons journeyed to New 
Orleans. 

Howard Savage seen 
the Midwest and Cecil 
Criterion. 

Efficient arrangement: The same 
filling station bootlegs liquor, gaso- 
line and used crank case oil. 

There is so miceuw Uselup.oyment 
many are hoping that Charlie 
Wrightsman will decide to make 
another senatorial -ace. 

New $4,000,000 26-story Oklahoma 
Biltmore Hotel opened. Marion 
Mackay’s Hollywood Orchestra fur- 


inspecting 
Hall the 


from family of actors, among them 
Anne Sutherland, 

Lillian Anderson, cashier at the 
Alhambra, picked up a_ thermos 
bottle to give a would-be holdup 
man a battle and he fled. 

New courthouse now in full work- 


ing order. It's so big one of the 
judges got lost and was late for 
the dedication ceremonies in his 
courtroom, 

‘Lucky Breaks,’ University of 
Wisconsin annual Haresfoot Club 


production, set for Pabst Aprirdéer 
Herbert Stothart, composer, started 


including | 


Washington 


By John Daly 








| 


; one 


George O'Leary departs for 
Charleston, W. Va 
Howard Ralph leaves to make hi 
| headquarters in Cincinnati. 
Andy Kelley, mcster of ceremonies | 
lat the Press Club’s St. Pat's part) 
| Jim Lundy, p.a. at the Palace, | 
| turns in his resignation to Carte | 
|} Barron. ; aoe 
Frank P. Morse back at his old 
iob, reviewing plays, this time tor 
The Star.’ i 
Edgar Markham off for St. Paul 
lfor the Farm Board to distribute | 
that wheat. 
Stuart ‘Skeets’ Hays gets an} 
| offer to impersonate Mahatma 


Gandhi in pictures. 

Former Justice Oliver Wendall 
Holmes, at 91, gets a big birthday 
party from fellow jurists. 


Matt Horne, tired of playing the 
piano, has gone into the oil busi- 
iess—with Jim Colliflower. 

| Sunday blizzard cast film hou 
lenty the combined losses esti 
*|}mated at close to $20,000 on thi 
| day. 

George Abel, columnist, gets a 
| bag of crawfish from Ernest Lee 
| Jahneke, ass’t secretary of the 
i navy. 
| Harry Crull, hearing ‘Sisters of 
| the Skillet,’ at White House Cor- 


respondents’ dinner, signs the 
up for a week at the Fox. 

For the Friendly Sons of St. Pat- 
rick banquet, March 17, George 
O’Connor’s new song is ‘They Were 
Not So Friendly to Me.’ 

Civic Opera Troupe lost $800 re- 
viving Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘The 
Gondoliers,’ at the Belasco, but are 


act 


coming back for more. Two re- 
vivals set for April. 
Charlie Kurtzman making ar- 


rangements to play George White's 
‘Scandals’ at the Auditorium dur- 
ing Holy Week—at an $1,800 rental 
with Good Friday out. 

Florence Yotum, solist at Station 
WOL, the only non-screen person 





i; ture Owners, 


engaged for banquet of Motion Pic- 
with 800 invitations 
out and room for only 500 in the 
Mayflower. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, her 
hubby, call on Speaker of the House 
Garner, start a new Garner-for- 
President Club, and almost make 
Jack faint when photographers 
rush to scene—but no pictures. 

Katherine Cornell threatened to 
forego playing in the Belasco be- 
cause of the cold, but Stoddard 
Taylor got out the old stoves and 
the play went on, to a record break- 
ing opening, with $86 for standees. 


Louisville 


By M. W. Hall 








Al Zutt, Gayety box office man, 
divorced on cruelty charge. 

Helen Savage and Helen Naft 
added to cabaret bill at Kentucky 
Nite Club. ; 

Gov. Sampson sent Clyde McCoy, 
Louisville native orchestra leader, 
colonel’s commission, 

Competish working hardships on 
downtown theatres. Walnut adver- 
tised for rent for ‘other purposes.’ 

Fred Hurley pulling low comedy 
at Gayety in place of Kane 
Brothers. First week’s showing 
good, 





With this group. 
St. Paul 


Alky $4 per gal., new low. 

Dept. stores teaching bridge. 
Candy popcorn wave hits loop. 
Herman Fields here from Iowa. 
sert Lown held over at Lowry. 
Dick Cook selling Auto club mem- 





nished the music for opening ban- 
quet. 

Paul Christensen and his 11-piece 
orchestra replace Henry Lange and 
his orchestra at the Skir\vin hotel 
roof garden and will broadcast daily 
over WKY. 

The Oklahoma State G. O. P. 
Committee selected Oklahoma City 
as the place and April as the 
time for the state convention, 
elect delegates to the National Con- 
vention at Chicago in June. 


o- 
«0 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Franklin H. Chase, dramatic edi- 
tor of the ‘Journal,’ back on the job 
following illness. Jack Pendergast 
doubled. 

All holders of season passes to 
the Paramount received polite notes 
from Mer. Jones suggesting they see 
‘Broken Lullaby’ early and boost the 
film. 

Snow-clogged streets and a snow- 
bound countryside cut grosses 
throughout central and northern 
New York. ‘Trolley and motor serv- 
ice was demoralized. 

Jean Harlow in person at Loew's 





to | 


berships. 
Private 

| for cops, 
Joe Rosenfield 

Minneapolis. 
Five hundred butter 


pre view of ‘Beast of City’ 


moving to north 


and egg men 





| here in convention. 
Gas stations going for giveaways 
With 1l-cent gasoline. 
Matt Caine, outing editor, leaves 
the ‘News’ after 23 years. 
} Dorothy aggart held over as 
| overture soloist at Orpheum. 
|} Gov. Olson south for vacation 
prior to campaign ‘or re-election. 
Dinty Moore recovering from 


operation for stomach ulcers at Vets 
hospital. 

Sixty turtles to waddle in terra- 
pin derby at muny aud Wednesday 
night (16). 

Walter Van Camp comes to loop 
Tower from Uptown, nabe, succeed- 


ing Walter Feist. 

Al Smith led Paramount straw 
vote, with Will Rogers. second. 
Votes totaled 20,000, 

Harry Dow now managing both 


Shubert, UA pix, and Lyceum, dime 
grind, for Benz’ interests, 

Finklestein theatres moves head- 
quarters to Minneapolis. Remains 
lof old F. & R. chain in small 
‘towns in northwest. 





1 


, 
al 


Harry Martin still bravely strug- 
sling to get subscription list big 
cnough to warrant 30-week stock 
season. 

‘Times’’ staff members contribu- 
ting paragraphs to editorial page 
following death of cclumnist Ray- 
mond Daumont. 

Maj.-Gen. Hugh A. Drum, com- 
mander Fifth Corps area, okays 
erection of $20,000 War department 
theatre at Camp Knox. 

Battle of nite clubs goes on as 
Madrid adds Geraldine and Hotel 
Seelbach Club puts on review. Mc- 








two wallops to the jaw in the first 
of a 10-round bout. 

John Philip Sousa’s death recalls 
that the March King drew the rec- 
ord audience for all time in Duluth, 
playing to 10,006 people during two 
performances at the Amphitheatre 
during the Exposition of Progress 


Philadelphia 


Copy desk on the ‘News’ down to 
man. 
Mark Wilson pricing 
for Atlantic in June. 
The Pearl is packing 
colored name bands. 
Both morning and evening ‘Led- 
vers’ took a 10% pay cut. 
Bebe Daniels goes opera 
Elsie Finn of the ‘Record.’ 


Queenie Smith showing what per- 


new straws 


‘em with 


with 


}sonal popularity can do in this 
town. 
Bill Bailey, formerly WPEN chief 


| 











nnouncer, now a radio ‘ad coun- 


ior, 


Frank Ackley, manager, Carman, 
home from Bermuda with the 
missus, 

Eric Knigh ‘Ledger,’ introduced 


D. W. Griffith at 
night of ‘Struggle.’ 
Harry Smith back 
Racketeer’; Pete 
Booth Had Missed.’ 


Keith’s opening 


‘Little 


‘Tt 


with 
Davis with 


Lexington, Ky. 
By Charles G. Dickerson 


Winter three months late. 





Eateries are offering full dinner 
course for 30 cents, 

Ralph Lewis, new m.c. at Ken- 
tucky, is entertaining at lunch 


clubs, 

Burning Blaze is best liked Derby 
candidate in training at Lexington 
track, 

Laverne Fator here looking over 
the horses. Rode for E. H. Bradley 
last year. 

Rumors get around that change 
in ownership of two local theatres 
is pending. 

New city manager made favorable 
start by cutting city tax rate from 
$2.62 to $2.50. 

Roy Stedman, former orchestra 
leader at Ben Ali, now bosses pit 
band at Kentucky Publix. 

New concert association being 
formed to offer five attractions nexi 
season at five 

New theatre finished at U. S. Vet- 
erans’ Hospital just outside town. 
Local talent donates entertainment. 

Spring race meeting tentatively 
set to start April 16. State license 
for smaller tracks cut from $2,500 
to $500 a day. 

Whole faculty and staff at Ken- 
tucky University take 10% salary 
cut. About 275 people affected from 
the prexy down. 

Ruby Laffoon, state’s new gover- 
nor, is commissioning plenty of 
Kentucky colonels. Few visiting 
notables escape. 

Actors at Kentucky Publix find it 
handy arrangement to stop in hotel 
next door. Do their dressing in the 


hotel and rest in their rooms be- 
tween shows. 
Westchester 
Spat-wearing hobo jailed in | 


Mamaroneck. 

Local »olice enforcing 12 o'clock 
closing for speaks. 

Westchester Little Theatre annual 
drama tournament week April 18. 

Walker Whiteside taking vacation 
at his Hastings-on-Hudson home. 

Dorothy Thompson (Mrs. Sinclair 
Lewis) speaker before New Rochelle 
o. Be A 

5. W. Patton 
Victoria, Ossining. 
Crotona, Bronx. 


new 
Ile 


manager of 
comes from 


Washington bi-centennial exer- 
cises held at home of Messmore 
Kendall. Dobbs Ferry. 


Ku Klux Klan krosses burned at 


{many points in Westchester on eve 
|ot Washington's birthday. 


Barrett H. Clark, Briarcliff, rep- 
resented Westchester at National 
Theatre conference at Iowa City. 

Ida Metusn, Scarsdale, 
Godiva act in White Plains early in 


the morning and was sent to the 
| hoosegow. 
Annual rental of county-owned 


Coy replaces Eddie Neibaur at 
Brown. 

| By James Watts 

| Week series of Lenten meeting 
held at Lyric theatre. 

While the March lion roars} 
| hockey, fight cards draw big 


Hockey 4,000 nightly. 

Duluth’s emergency job campaig 
more than quadrupled its quota ot 
| $500,000. Total was $2,169,410.35. 

Eugene Shakespeare, at liberts 
since the closing of the Auditorium 





affrays, Duluth and Superior unio 
musicians have reached a tempe- 
rary. truce. Superior rebels 

organized a union of their own 

Charley Retzlaff, Duluth’s hea 

weight, chalked up his thirty-sixth 
knockout when he put away 
Dick’ Daniels in Minneapolis 


Wit Ve 














with 


hotel, White Plains, cut from $10,000 
to $7,500 on application of Manager 
IX. Wallace. 

‘Merv’ Connor, Mamaroneck says 
it’s so. Bee fell into gold fish bowl. 
Pet fish rubbered, was stung on lee 


|} bow and curled. 


Over 100 applications received in 
a day when RKO Proctor’s, Yonkers, 


j}announced it required talent for an 


Players in St. Paul, March 6, is} 
visiting relatives in Duluth and 
north Wisconsin. 

After a series of comic opera 


i Moi 


‘Rig | 


amateur ‘Follies.’ 

Nearly 7,000 atiended benefit show 
of Westchester stage employes at 
county center, White Plains. Will 
Oney led st { ? 

Westchester Park Commission 
worried over prospect of paying tax 
on amusement 


enterpil ises it 
iseg 


super- 
Plaviand particularly 


hit. 





bucks for the series. | 











tried a! 


San Francisco 





- 
ip 





Dr. William Beebe lecturing here, 

Walter Armstrong up from Hollye 
wood. 

fonald Colman docked here after 
trip to China. 

Ronald Jonson rep for Ager, Yel- 
len & Bornstein. 

Old home week for Eddie Nelsc mn 
at the Golden Gate. 


Joe Cauthorne, ‘News’ publist 
parted with the tonsils. 

City of Oakland planning org i- 
ization of a muny band. 

Michael Strange, author and r- 
mer wife of John Barrymore, re. 

Templeton Crocker and yacht off 


on a South Seas expedish in search 
of odd fish. 


Clarence Kolb claims he wears 
his 25-year-old stage shoes during 
each mike appearance. 


Bob Olsen made first personal ap- 
pearance of his career singing at 
Stockton after five years as KFRC 
tenor. 

Bonnie Carroll to KFRC as con- 
tinuity writer. Bill Goodwin new 
m.c. of ‘Feminine Fancies’ over that 
station. 


Fred Johnson taking bows as 
cupid after having introduced Rufe 
Blair to his future bride, Helen 
Pachaud. 

Pete Barlow, drummer and Swede 
characterizer on KERC, to Holly- 
wood for a part in Paramount's 
‘Phantom Express.’ 

Warners used endorsement of 
Dobbsie for ‘Man Who Played God’ 
plugging the radio entertainer’s 


opinion in their advertising. 


Marjorie Warner (Franklin & 
Warner) out of the act with a 
broken arm while playing San 


Francisco for Fanchon & Marco. 

Local motorist with New Jersey 
license stopped 25 times by cops 
seeking Lindbergh babe, Finally hid 
the car in his garage and walked. 

Returning from Honolulu after 
shooting scenes for ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ were Dolores Del Rio, Joel Mc« 
Crea, King Vidor and wife, the My- 
ron Selznicks, Mrs. Anunzio Del Rio 
and ‘Lucky’ Humbersone. 

Couple of dailies are raising a 
rumpus over special auto licenses, 
It’s an old California custom. New 
licenses bearing the letter ‘R’ prac- 
tically guarantee immunity from 
punishment for traffic violation of 
any kind. 

On ‘Grand Hotel’ Geary p.a. put 
out flock of double 24-sheets, using 
‘Grand’ on one and ‘Hotel’ on an- 
other, with ‘Geary’ in small letters 
on one board. No mention of thea- 
tre, and there were many who ac- 
tually thought the boards advertised 
a new hotel. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 





Gals working with bank bandits. 

Violet La Plante, sister of Laura, 
has part at Moore. 

Ed Cooke to Spokane to look over 
road show situation. 

‘Siamese’ usherettes good for the 
eyes at the local auto show. 


Col. David Dow back in Seattle 
running Pantages for short spell 
again. 


Bob Crosby, brother of Bing, 
singing with Jules Buffano band at 
Fifth. 

Waterfront payroll hops upward 
as Luckenbach liners (21 of ’em) 
dry dock for overhauls. 

Emily Lowry back as guest 
at Moore stock is hit, after 
graduating from ingenue. 


star 
her 


New beef coming in for Coast 
Athletic club, to try revive wrest- 
ling. Circuit likes heavies. 


Auto show gets 42,000 paid ad- 
mish, at four bits. ‘Spotlight,’ stage 
show got $5,500 for six days. 

Associated Oil ‘Spotlight’ revue 
helped new car models draw the 
mobs to the city auditorium. 

Western Washington got ‘around 
the corner’ of winter—and found 
floods that took toll of 14 lives. 


lob Crosby, brother of Bing, 
crooning much like him, is hit at 
Fifth avenue with Jules Buffano 


band. 

Sam Silverman here on advertis- 
ing campaign for hat store: also 
talking about doing ‘Eyes of Faith,’ 
a play of pacifism. 

Greater Athletic club has sell-out, 


grossing $4,500, when Jack Rey- 
nolds, welter champ, wrestled with 


Bassanta Singh, 
kK. L. Burk 
Earl Crabb 
righting 
Nights’ 

Kethel 
expert, 
With 
Coyne 
aides. 

Francis Savage, 
Paris, noted sculptress, 
Seattle girl, and sister of 
operator butler 
cabaret. 

Local g war brings retail down 
to 11 cents gallon, five of which 
state tax. War between the 
ones, gas pumper getting two cents 


Hindoo grappler. 

now associated with 
and Col. Dow state- 
‘Five Year Plan’ and ‘Ten 
in Oregon, Wash., and Ida 
MeFarland, Tacoma hb. o. 
head cashier for auto show, 
Marie Johnson and Midge 
,, trom Hamrick theatres, 
in N. Y. from 
former 
John 
hotel 


Sa- 
vaze, and 
as 
is 
is big 
Hnarein. 
“Scope mber 


Morn’ pose on biil- 
hoards 


ordered deleted by Seattle 
Censorship board for ‘Crazy Quilt, 
Strips ix 


ol paper pasted o2cross is- 
ure of woman attracted that mit 
more attention 
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Birmingham | 


By Bob Brown 





Sunny South, ha-ha! 

Jack Murphy in town. 

‘Doc’ Waddell in town recently. 

‘Student Prince’ roadshow a sell- 
out. 

One seldom 
these days. 

Octavus Roy Cohen and frau in 
New Orleans, 

Buddy Linthicum, now in Florida, 
ig coming home. 

Did John Douglas ever 
law of any kind? 


sees George Steele 





violate a 
| 


Marie Elliott reported accepted | 
by CBS for New York. 
John McCormack booked in the} 


‘Auditorium Sunday (13). 

Ben Sims got a job and then 
eame a one-weeks’ notice. | 

D. S. Campbell walking 
waiting, waiting, waiting. 

A whole week passed without a 
mewspaperman becoming a father. 

Stock opens at Jefferson Monday 
(14) by John Sullivan. One buck 
top. 

Public Improvement: firing of on« 
of the city censors due to depres- 
gion. 

Vernon Reaver is in Gotham try- | 
{ng to arrange to reopen Pantages | 
here. i 

Fred Webber, NBC exec, in town 
eonferring over WAPI's increase in 


power. 
Carnival guys were expecting an 


| 


' 
around, | 





early get-away until this cold 
weather. 


A bill providing for a gross sales 
tax may be introduced by the 
Legislature at the next session. 


Dame Rumor has a new spring 
hat. This time it is due to talk of 
the old Princess reopening as a 
Trans-Lux house. 

Tennessee Coal and Iron Co. is 
fn the market for 10 portable sound 
machines and a small army of 


galesmen are about. 


New books by Birmingham au- 
thors released last week are by 


James Saxon Childers, Octavus Roy 
Cohen, and his wife, Inez Lopez. 

Joe Alper actually played golf 
that cold Sunday morning. Since 
he bought a flock of new balls with 
his name on them, try to keep him 
away from the club. 


jary 


| Way officers arrested him on charges 





Thompson's, one of largest depart- 
inent stores here, 

Day after James Cagney in ‘Taxi’ 
appeared at Queen, dime taxi serv- 
ice opened for business, and taxi 
war declared. Just a coincidence. 

Sunday, Feb. 28, warmest Febru- 
day in history of city. Gulf 
full of bathers. Sunday, March 6, 
‘oldest March day this winter. Fish 
wad the gulf all to themselves. 

lL... M. Kenyon, island ace criminal 
lawyer, found how some of his cli- 
ents feel the other day when high- 


( 
} 
} 
i 


of driving while intoxicated, hand- 
cuffed him and hauled him 15 miles | 
to file complaint. Kenyon denied 





charges and blames political ene- 
mies, 
Albany, N. Y. 
By Henry Retonda 
Sam Aaron, manager American 


at Troy, resigned. 
Lou Golding, zone 
RKO, on the sick list. 





manager of 


Charles Derry opens new house at| 
Port Henry about April 1. 

Harry Zimmerman, organist at 
RKO Palace, has resigned. 

State theatre has closed. 
about putting in burlesque. 

‘Emma’ was brought back to the 
Leland for the third time in Albany. 

Abe Stone, manazcer Eagle, is 
sporting care he brought from Italy. 

Iial Kemp orchestra opens at the 
Kenmore hotel 15th, succeeding Tal 
Henry, 


Talk 


| 
ton, 


Canton, 0. 


By Rex McConnell 





Wrestling a flop here. 

Plenty park talk hereabouts. 

Ben Bernie due April 8; three 
shows and a dance, | 

Doc Perkins band just made two| 
discs Brunswick. | 

Jack Dempsey draws at Akron: | 
K. O.’s two in less than four min- 
utes, 

Mozart 
and robbed. 
in months. 

Dramatic stock for Akron likely | 
next season, Charlie Smith, Colonial 
manager, says, 

‘Vanities’ do nicely in two days 
at Colonial, Akron. House may play 
other legit after Lent. 

Bob Bean, manager Warners’ Al- 
hambra, back at Warner Palace as 
assistant to George Riester, Warner 
Canton manager. 

Russell’s Barn, only Canton nitery 
to survive, going strong with no 
covert charge except Saturday 
night. Floor show and band till 2. 

Kddie Palmer, from the staff of 
WADC, Akron, back at WHBC, Can- 
working commercial and sverv- 
as the ‘sports reporter of the 


a . 
Lor 


theatre cashier stuck 
First theatre job here 


up! 


ing 
air.’ 

Dick Johns, manager Lake Park, 
Coshocton, will use big-time acts 
this summer. Dutton’s circus and 
Five Fearless Flyers already con- 
tracted, 

Co-operative stock company at 
Grand slated to hold on till May 1, 
then will go under canvas in a spot 








Theatres dropped to new low dur- 
ing the recent snow storm. Film de- | 
liveries by truck were delayed. 

Harry Bassett, Paramount booker, 
recently operated on, has returned 
home and due at his desk soon, 

Sunday shows to help the 
ployed have been 
Some exhibitors are trying to bring 
them back. 





Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 


William Gillette in ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ did poorly at the Post 
Street. 


B, Head, advance of ‘Crazy Quilt,’ 


has followed Ned Alvord in to com- 
plete show ballyhoo. 

Stench bombs, recently distrib- 
uted in pix houses, have extended 
to non-union bake shops, 

Resale of Liberty pix has been 
calied for March 14, following 
court’s dismissal of $30,100 bid by 
Earl Sinks of Los Angcles. 

Four acts closed the, Orpheum, 
which will go to straight pix tem- 
Porarily, while St. Paul-Seattle lap 
for intact shows is being rebooked. 

Ernest A. Forrest, New York, 
here for two days rearranging act 


echedule through northwest, Ex- 
pect stage shows to resume about 


April 8. 

Hoover and Camp, living jewelry 
act, RKO, was out here because of 
injuries sustained by male dancer 


in Sioux City. Fem did a single 
to round out four-act billing. 
Ernest Forrest announced here 


he has lined up RKO dates for Du- 
luth, Fargo, Billings and Butte be- 
fore routing intact shows with 
names into Spokane to break to 18 
days’ layover. 

idward Cooke, Seattle rep. of Er- 
larger enterprises, has announced 
the tentative booking here of Al 
Jolson, Maude Adams, Otis Skinner 
and Walter Hampden. ‘Green 
Pastures’ also on spring calendar. 
All at Post Stree‘. 





Galveston 


By George A. Seel 





Harry Levy, Jr., promoting the 
Kiwanis egg hunt this year. 

Del Pratt, local Texas League club 
Manager, conducts school for rook- 
les. 

tussell Lewis and orchestra play- 
ing five nights a week at Gaido's on 
the beach. 

Kenneth Cantrell and players take 
over toyal, Houston, presenting 
gstock and pictures. 

Eggs three dozen for 27 cents and 
taxi fares to any part of the city, 
one cime. Lowest here in years. 

Sam Maceo closes Grotto and 
Opens Virginia Inn: just outside of 
city, with Bruce Olds and orches- 
tra 


Over 40,000 visited Old Ironsides | 


fc, Levteu ut fousion. 
than 2,000,000 altogether since 
age began. 

J. H. Yeargan, Jr.. former 
ager Circle theatre, Dallas, replaced 
»y Gus A. Amundsen, Jr., as Booster 
club secretary. 

ca. McBride, 
Antonio and 


Mo e 
voy - 


formerly of San 


Douglas, Ariz., buys 


man- 


First Division Pictures is te open | Meyers Lake Park eliminates ZOO |} theatres. 

a new exchange in film row, It will} *S overhead cut move. on et Emergency unemployment relief 
|} occupy the old Tiffany office, merged | ?“@V° been sold and zoo built SS) fund, With $600,000 as the goal, has 
| with Educational | Will be converted to another use. vassed $1,000,000 marl Theatres | 

\ 4 < al. 2 . ; | Dass 0, ark. 1C% *S 
| Lou Lazar and Wilbur Grant of | 200 was big plug for years and main | TIPSY | vie . iss 
the Warner office made a hurried} ¢*cuse for 10-cent gate. ’ | Much interest in tabloid musical 
trip to Buffalo and then went to|, Grand, only downtown Akron) | cay ‘irl Crazy’ at th pe ae 
| New York for a conference | house dark, due to open soon with po : Boiss te 8 “ : . 
| The Strand this week has booked| Cv-oPperative stock, sponsored by po sae Pe: vee ee ae 
| Doe Peyton orchestra in addition to| stage hands and musicians, License | ae esbeony feature. pie dirkiee ghee 
| his feature. Peyton appeared at the| '@veked recently when Jimmy brill} R ta cited a > aa a. ye 
° : - . . “er ‘ ‘ ’ lac , } ssiar ilkins ictures ‘ use 
|} NWenmore hotel here for some time | failed to ‘clean up’ burlesque. Bye eghe - aint nampa Ms: 
| . ani : | | Liberty, form burlesque house, 
kK. M. Hart, manager Utica War-| ——_—_——— — , ae : Aa aie 
een | which is to be renamed Worid 
ner house, named manager ‘Troy Theatre 


theatre to succeed Ben Stern. Stern 
now manager of Avon, Utica. Bert 
Leighton succeeds Hart at Utica. 

Both houses of the legislature 
passed a bill, which is now before 
the Governor for his signature, per- 
mitting children between 10 and 16 
years to attend picture shows alone. 
New York City is excepted. 

A radio audition, sponsored by 
the ‘Times-Union,’ was conducted by 
Paul Whiteman during Palace date. 
Anneite McCullough, Albany, ama- 
teur radio singer, the winner, and 
she appeared over the air on the 
Whiteman-Pontiac hour in New 
York. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 

Shrine goes into receivership. 

Purlesque-type tab shows are at 
Hippodrome. 

German talkies really draw at the 
RKO Jefferson. 

Ilriars’ Club bringing Ben Pernie 
to city for dance. 

Frank Richardson did not like the 
cold weather here. 

Resanne, new WOWO 
with the Wanderer. 

Public clamoring for 
news in local dailies. 

Bobbie Grice and her 14 red heads 
are playing a night spot. 


feature 


more film 


KFJZ as studio manager, 

Harvey Cocks likes to talk over 
the wire from New Haven. 

Fox and Cranford’s weekly wres- 
tling cards still drawing well. 

Midnight previews still hold good 
at Jefferson on Saturday nights. 

rank toberts breaks through 
with a column in ‘Journal-Gazette.’ 

klorine McKinney, Fort Worth 
cirl, east in ‘The Miracle Man’ film. 

’aramount fixed up a parachute 
in lobby to exploit one of the air 
epies, 

Mrs. Maude Twining is 
some writing in Mexico for a 
dicate, 
| A number of Fort Worth people 
went to Dallas to hear Paderewski 
play on Feb. 1. 

Walter Hampden plaved to $2,700 
performance of ‘Cyrano.’ 
Hamilton ahead. 
| Jerry, an Alaskan husky dog once 
owned for several days by Jack 
Dempsey, died when the Fanchon & 





doing 
syvn- 


n one 


Clayton 


} pi oposed 


| Srosses, 


unem- | 
discontinued. | 


Clyde Kraft left KTAT to go to} 


near Canton. In sixth month and 
still clicking. 
Akron theatre managers fighting 


Federal tax on theatre] 

Have appealed to congress- | 
men and have interested Chamber | 
of Commerce, 
Local dance bands find going] 

| tough with traveling bands in every- 
where. Summer jobs hard to find} 
with all park halls cutting admis - | 
sion and refusing to pay high ante} 
| this season, 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





are to Chi by air now as cheap 
as by rail. 

Dorothy Brandvold 
tine in Hollywood. 

krances Dale plays ping pong in 
sweat shirt and shorts. 

‘Yony Sarg’s marionets made an- 
nual appearance March 2. 

Auto show huge success, 
tendance better than last vear. 

Raymond Blank’s interviews with 
the big boys in Geneva in local rag. 

Marguerite May greeting friends 
from Statendam on cruise to West 
| Indies. 


had a great 


At- 








| Name your own price goes for 
} hotel rooms. A buck often rates a 
|} room with private bath, 

| Yuna MeCurdy managing Golf and 





i Country elub, Dorothy McCurdy } 
| GDranvold at Princess b.o. 

Jack Roth, Publix city manager 
herve, to Indianapolis. Will have | 


| \lilion Seld for his boss again. 

Al Harris from New York to pre- 
j}sent program at Jewish Community 
Center, Assisted by Eugenie Erga- 
now. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 





Sunset, nabe, reopened. 


ill \Wolfson’s father dead. 

Jack Underwood greets a new 
, son, 

RhkO gang cutting down office 
space, 

l’aul Short recouping from op- 


eration. 
rank Harting trying post cards | 
ior a plug. 
Diuve Crowder feeding the coffee 
and doughnut circuit, 


11. (., Young in for a get-together 
with Wally Walthall. | 

Spanky McFarland, new Hal) | 
Roach gangster, native. 

Paul Jones blames town’s legit 


jinx on poor exploitation. 

Alex Lowe, Palace watchman, fa- 
liv injured in traffie mishap. 
Theo. Kosloff coupled with local 
symphony for his musical ‘Chopin 
Memories,’ 
fone little 
cd, around 


OF <«) 





the 
$50 


theatre pays off 
two G’s, jeaving 
ector, 

Musicians panning and customers 
raving. Paderewski got around 
7h 00 at $3 per. 


; Marco unit ‘Cireus Days’ arrived! lou Remy into theatre advertis- 
here Hie had been in the act of | ing hiz on his own hook. I’eddling 
)iiluan St. Leon, equestrienne, but; iliiminated display. 
d not worked for five months. j (‘ops looking for ambitious gal | 


; 
jin Ridgefield. 


from neighboring town who left 
home for flagpole sitting. 


Sam Bernard, dance teacher, says 


he has a sparkler which belonged 
to the late Charles Frohman, 

Charles Wagner dickering with 
state fair (Tex.) for 15-day opera 
this fall. That would be a record 
for this burg. 

Vaude crowd from Palace and 
Majestic combined for benefit at 
Hippodrome for Mrs. Arthur Sel- 


by, actor’s widow. 


Alex Keese quitting WFAA as 


production mer., succeeded by 
| Adams Colhoun, announcer. Keese 
ima return to Publix-Palace pit. 


By C. R. Austin 

Richard Riley is the manager of 
the Mosque on its reopening 

Little is going to drop German 
films fer a while this month and try 


‘The Five-Year Plan.’ 

Eddie Snidcrman indignantly de- 
nies that in his speech from the 
stage at Proctor’s he passe? himself 
|off as the fifth Mills brother. 

Court ordered assets of Fine Arts 
theatre sold. Brought less than 
$1,000. This company formerly ran 


the Little, but has nothing to do 
with the present operators. 
Sister Steele, prvchic, played the 


Mosque or its last week of vaude, 
then played Hahne's department 
store a week for free admissions. 


Then went to the Ritz, Elizabeth. 
In Warners’ organization Eddie 

Kane has been promoted from the 

Central to manager of the Cranford, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Harry 
loud. 

Blizzard last week a stiff jolt to 
winter golf. 

Harry Marx back on the job after 
a siege of flu. 

Bob MacGunigle 
True to be Good,’ 

Eddie Klein's diplomacy saved a 
couple of scuffles at his nite spot. 

Pat Haley feels every punch Bat- 

tling Gizzy takes when he’s fight- 
| ing. 


Count Dick 


Brown's stogies talk out 


ahead of ‘Too 





Powell in whenever 


there’s a game of hearts in pros- 
pect. 
Mark Egan back as convention 


manager for the local Chamber of 
Commerce. 

White doing a 
famous kidnapings 


series of 
ior 


bill 
Stories on 
the 

Stanley had a private screening 
of ‘Lost Squadron’ for all the fliers 
at local airports. 

Sammy Walsh sending his local 
friends huge chunks of sugar cane 
from New Orleans. 

There's a new class speak in the 


‘Press.’ 


East Liberty sector that can seat 
pretty close to 500. 
Bob Fiske and Catherine Maison 


with George Sharp's stock company 
at the Playhouse in Chi. 

Carnegie Tech drama school put- 
| ting on an old comedy by Mrs. Har- 
| vey Gaul, wife of the crick. 

Pitt Cap and Gown club has 
placed ‘Silver Domino’ in rehearsal. 
At Nixon week of April 18. 

Lucille Williams, now Mrs. John 
H. Harris, appears briefly in ‘The 
Lost Squadron,’ her last picture. 

Don Bestor pulls out of the Wil- 
liam Penn in a couple of weeks, 
with Tom Gerun slated to follow. 








June Knight while here in ‘Hot- 
Cha’ found a $250 bracelet at the 





Cranford, while Eddie Milstein has| Tavern and returned it to local lass 
gone up from assistant at Mosquej who lost it. 

io manager of Central. Poth were} Nobody around here can under- 
ushers with the same proup five| stand why Riggs and Moke of 


St. Louis 


Season's coldest cold snap helped 


ending sea- 
earlier 
eall it 
his- 


Symphony Orchestra 
son this week considerably 
than usual. Music critics 
most successful artistically in 
tory or organization. 

William A. Kelsoe, St. Louis’ old- 
est active newspaperman, dies at 


$1. Worked on all papers here at 
one time or another and was head 
of press bureau during World's 


air. 


Connecticut 





Ku Klux Klan seeking permit for 
field dav in Darien, June 4, 
Capitol, Danbury, giving away 
shoes and stockings as prizes, 
Giuseppi Creatore guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Greek Evans at Norwalk. 
Palace, Danbury, on request, de- 


livers bridge tally cards to homes. 


Ralph Villani, orchestra leader, 
and Anna Timan miarried at Dan- 
bury. 

Geraldine Farrar celebrates 506th 
birthday with quiet party at home 


rorring- 


jor injuries 


John Roccs, entertaine> 
ton, suing bus company 
sustained in collision, 

Michael Ventino, owner of Car- 
roll theatre, Waterbury, and_= son, 
Samuel, injured in automobile ac- 


direction will do ‘Hansel and Gretel’ 


at the Orpheum a. m. shows, 
The burg’s whale, which was har- 
| pooned afte Sailingg into tive raver 
months age, will be roadshowed as 
a dime novelty. Kig fish was em- 

baulmed by the county corone: 

‘Sleepy’ Gray, who owns a share 
;}of Tusko, the burg'’s orphan ele- 
;}phant, still languishes in the loea) 
| hoosegow, Says he'd sooner stay 
; there than play valet to an elephant 
iny jonger, Couple of bail brokers 
have his equity in Tusko and don't 


now What to do about it. 


WCAE haven't yet landed a com- 
mercial sponsor. 

Mail order sale for ‘Barretts’ over 
$3,000 although date’s still month 





| away and Alvin hasn't even for- 
mally announced it. 

Mary Crawford, teacher, and 
Beatrice Lewis, amateur play- 


wright, won those boat cruises in 


| Wi amateur critic contest. 

| T 

| acoma 

By Harry T. Smith 

} —— —_ 

| Vets hold big torchlight parade 


urging honus legislation. 

Selling more canned crabs than 
fresh right out of the sea. 

Robbers calling on phone, 
answer, rob; answer, no rob. 

Local scandal sheet weekly ed 
pinched on charges of criminal libel, 

Railro2ds advertising dollar days, 
100 miles $1. Natives hiding their 
autos, 

Former chain afternoon sheet re- 
porters trying to get ad writing jobs 
with stores. 

‘News Trib’ cooking school packs 
big auditorium for three days and 
weather bad. 

Former Weaver moving picture 
studio now the big shot as dance 


No 


hall. {t's drawing. 
Wesley, full-blooded Indian, on 


trial here in Federal court for mur- 
der of friend. Acquitted, 

One may go by ocean to Frisco 
and return for $20, meals and berth 
| furnished, Cheaper than staying 
home. 

Carl Reiter, formerly of Orpheum, 
| Seattle, split the sides of Rotarians 








lat 22d anniversary here. He stole 
i the show. 

| I di ° 

| ndianapolis 

| By H. Gene Haynes 

Nickel bread is back. 

| Homer Skillion back at the In- 


| diana. 
Milton Byron, 
| joined 


old stock player, 
terkell’s stock for revival of 


cident. a |‘Musie Muster.’ 
Alan TL, Steinberg, song writer. | Lyrie and Apoll pe 
and Evelyn I. Schacter, both of | = : Apollo have been giving 
New York City, file marriaze in- |2“2Y @ free automobile each week 
; ahr N- | tor the past year 
tentions at Greenwich, | _ et F 
sts siekithnss | ‘Electra’ to be presented at Eng- 
lish’s in May. Early announcement 
P | d 0 had it here this week. 
ort an ’ re. Indiana’s ‘home made kiddie com- 
edy’ helped bring them out of the 
hati neighborhoods last week 
Local quotations: Gas, 10 cents; | Bohumir Kryl, bandmaster, was 
imoon, $2 qt.; alcohol, $8 gal.: bromo, |arrested near Indianapolis by state 
19 cents; crank case service free. |cop and warned of speeding. No 
(jas VA) in the burg arain and line. 
gas below a dime just before elee- | Palace has moved up its opening 
tion, which makes it a break for) day from Saturday to Friday, leave 
| the politicians. jing only the Lyric opening on Sate 
Ted Gamble of RKO thought up a’ urday 
| fast one to revive old English pan- George W, Sipe, Kokomo theatre 
tomime idea. Local kids under pro | owner, is dead. lormerly had Sipe, 


Dolman & Blake pony show, later 
|absorbed by Gentry Brothers. 

| Following ‘Girl Crazy’ at the In- 
diana, it Was announced the theatre 


|; Will use other shows in tab form 
; prepared by Gregory Ratoff. They 
jinclude ‘Follow Thru,’ ‘New Moon’ 


and ‘Good News.’ 


Rejoicing at the Indiana last 

week-end when Milton Feldt told 
i oe ; . 

|B. V. Sturdivant that he and his 


' : . 
organization 

| charge, 
fraken 


lot 


were to remain in 


although the house has been 
from 
Publix. 


away the dual control 
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Uneommon Chatter | 





By Ruth Morris 








Par Scrambles Nations 


The Paramount is a litt!2 mixed 
up in the geography of ‘Revue In- 
ternational.’ Rubinoff gces to Erin, 
lustily proclaiming the beauty of 
his. silver-haired Mother Machree. 
Spanish Carmencita doubles as a 
Venetian lady, a-flcat ina static 


Italian gondola that is visibly sup- 
ported by a sturdy American stage 


brace. Polish Pola Negri earns the 
sub-title ‘Russia’ by appearing in | 
a French cabaret. 

Of all minor discrepancies, Miss 


Negri’s is the least. All good Rus- 
sian emigrees flock to Mo'’mar’ to 
sing their melancholy ballads. 

Miss Negri's personal appearance 
bears the stamp of prestige that 
audiences expect but seldom receive 
from picture stars. She drama- 
tizes a glorified torch song 
strengthened by emotional dialog. 
She reads lines with authority and 
distinction, working up to one of 
those hysterical laugh finishes that 
draws sure-fire applause. 

Her gown is a white satin, com- 
bined with a henna velvet jacket 
fitted too abruptly for her partic- 
ular style. Careless folds of soft 
material would be more flattering. 
A long bob, curling only at the 
ends, is too sleek and flatly pressed 
to frame a broad face whose only 


make-up is of powder and deep 
eye shadow. 
When the ‘Revue’ touches ai 


Germany, France and Spain, it dis- 
covers customs that are not new t« 
picture house frresentation. Me- 
lissia Mason and the Bines Girls 
and Boys tap, and go in for eccen- 
tric ‘ dancing in yermany; the 
Climas stage grand Apache rough- 
house in France and the athletic 
Yacopis defy whatever law of grav- 
ity prevails in Spain. 


Miss Colbert’s Romp 

Claudette Colbert must have en- 
joyed her assignment in ‘The 
Wiser Sex.’ Illustrating the theory 
that women are much more clever 
than men, she plays one of those 
actressy parts that needs neither 
subtle shading nor finely etched 
characterization. She just puts on 
her costumes and indulges in a 
romping masquerade. 

Tor the first part of the film 
Miss Colbert represents a society 
girl, very chic, very sporting. She 
dashes around in Packard road- 
sters, grows giddy over two cock- 
tails, but always keeps her head. 
When villainy thwarts the most 
brilliant masculine minds, the hero- 
ine shows her metal and comes 
through with a flourishing display 
of feminine shrewdness. Assuming 
the coiffure, clothes and manners 
of a fly woman, she outwits a baf- 
fling murderer: and everybody's 
happy. Miss Colbert plunges with 
assurance into both aspects of her 
part, screening best in saucily 
cocked brimmed hats that relieve 
her features of roundness. 

All ladies, the film discovers, 
can’t fool all the people all the 
time. There’s Lilyar Tashman, as 
wise a gal as ever fooled judge 
and jury. She does well for time 
in smart gambling clubs and lux- 
urious apartments. She'd still be 
pulling the wool over men’s eyes if 
she hadn’t gone out for the fiance 
of a girl just a bit smarter than 
herself. The part suits Miss Tash- 
man and gives her plenty of op- 
portunity to screen well in flashy, 
camera-wise gowns. 


Picked Polly 


Polly Moran has been signally 
honored by MGM. Of all the la- 
dies in Hollywood, she was singled 
out to be Jimmy Durante’s sweet- 
heart. 

Norma Shearer couldn’t come up 
to requirements; Joan Crawford 
wasn't the type; even glamorous 
Garbo couldn't approach Mr. Du- 
rante’s ideal. Langorous beauty 
doesn’t move him. Chie and 
sophistication leave him cold. Give 
him a gal with spirit and a fine 
raging temper. Polly Moran knows 
her own mind. Come weal, come 
woe, she’s one lady who'll keep her 
‘atteetood.’ When the miraculous 
dawn of love begins to spread over 
the eloquent Durante features, the 
ice melts in Norway, birds twitter 
in the woodlands and 
spring from the ground 
Moran won't give in. 
‘The Passionate Plumber’ wants her 
to be belligerent and does 


But Miss 


she 


everything in her power to comply. | 


dis- 
haircomb and a _ starched 


She is greatly helped by a 
traveht 


oe Le 


, uniform that fairly bristles with 
} 


indignation. 
Irene Purcell is at a disadvantage 


jin a film that thinks slapstick be- 
longs in the sophisticated back- 
lground of ‘The Cardboard Lover.’ 
She’s too well groomed to be a! 
bone fide pie-thrower. Her speech 
|is too artificial and hoity-toity for 
| low comedy relief. Yet she repre- 
;}sents a nonsensical heroine who 
|}acts as though she doesn’t possess 
jan ounce of. brain. She _ strains 
credulity to the breaking point. 
Mona Maris’ large eyes and ex- 


otic haircomb and speech serve her 
well in the part of a Spanish vixen 
who flies into spasms of rage at the 
very sight of Gilbert Roland. Maude 
Eburne, in a pitiably brief part, is 
as good as Maude Eburne always is. 


Sightly Monotones 


Most 


sooner 


production ideas filter, 
or later, into picture house 
presentations. sut when a picture 
house originates a ballet that would 
not be out of place in one of the 
snootier revues, that’s news. 

The Capitol’s done it this week in 
‘Dance Dreams.’ Throttling its flair 
for minute ornamentation, adhering 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Did You Know That 





Harry Archer is cruising to 
the West Indies...Ted Wing 
and Frances Shields were mar- 
ried recently im Georgia... 
Pola Negri looked very strik- 
ing in a white gown worn with 
a short red jacket embroidered 
in gold (appearing personally, 
last week, at the Paramount) 


.Tom Rooney sailed for 


Europe with Earl Carroll on 


the ‘Ile de France’...Ona Mun- 


son leaves for Washington, in 


two weeks, to fill an engage- 


ment there with the Cochran 
stock company...at the May- 
fair were Bert Lahr, Dudley 
Field Malone, Peggy Joyce, 
Louise Brooks, Fannie Ward, 
Lupe Velez (wearing a lovely 
gold and brown costume), 
Georges Metaxa, Bobbie Per- 
kins, Herb Harris, the De- 
Marcos, Evelyn Hoey and 
Dorothy Hall, in white with 
ruby jewels...Dorothy Brenner 
is critically ill at the Polyclinic 
hospital...Marilyn Miller 
visited Palm Springs recent- 
ly...Peggy Fears has a mag- 
nificent new sable coat... 
Kitty Watts is a grand pal to 
her son, Dick. 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Roxy’s Birthday Party 

The Roxy’s birthday party fw a 
quiet affair this year. Nobody’s in- 
vited save the immediate family. 
The Roxyettes and the Ballet Corps 
entertain the folks 
that have found high favor in the 
past, and Beatrice Belkin and Pa- 


doing the most incredibly difficult 
formations, 

On stairs, you see, everyone ia 
the audience is able to note for him- 
self the slightest mistake those 
Roxyettes might make. But since 
the code of the Roxyettes offers only 
undying disgrace to any girl whe 
commits the grave sin of individual] 
movement, the audience watches in 


with numbers 


tricla Bowman, the head ladies of; vain. It’s a very pretty party—s@ 
the staff, take charge of the solos. | home-like. 
Wisely, the guests have all de- jennie 
cided to do stunts most suited to Homebody Plays Siren 
their individual talents. The Ballet Does ‘The Lost Squadron’ want 


Corps has chosen the ‘Stardust’ 
ballet. This shimmering affair has 
the girls, tremulous in mists of 
white net over blue foundations 
sparkling with stars, springing this 
way and that, light, dainty, grace- 
ful, if not robustly striking. That 
attribute, they concede, belongs to 
the Roxyettes. 

The Roxyettes can 


all the lovely actresses in Holly. 
wood to be mad at it? It says not 
very nice things about them, cer. 
tainly, as it offers its version of the 
inside on film making. Mary 
Astor, its example of a screen star, 
climbs to her marquee lights over 
mounds of broken hearts. She 
wants fame beyond love, and mar- 


parade with| riage only if it’s to a picture di- 


beautifully military precision any | rector who can further her career 
time, but for the birthday party| Just a base betrayal of all those 
they want to make it even harder.| publicity pictures of Hollywood 


So they have the stage set full with | stars baking cakes in their spotless 





stairs; they get into their very best| kitchens; just an affront to the 
parade uniforms—the ones in red,| glamor of Hollywood sirens, pre- 
white and gold satin with smart/ senting good but unexciting Miss 


little shoulder capes and hats with 
stiff, rakishly set white feathers— 


Astor as the sensation of Grauman’s 
Chinese. 








and march up and down the stairs Let Miss Astor play a fine sister, 


a splendid wife, a noble sweetheart, 











blossoms | 


The plot of | 














































































































|} but not a picture star. It’s not 
} right. If a picture wants to tell all, 
j it should cast for a picture star 
omen on Fercentage sontnone raltent gloctoe, tance 
. | ins not a nice homebody like Miss 
| Astor. 
, Miss Astor’s earnes arsonality 
A condensed review in points on the women of the stage mentioned hereunder. land Seis. davai a barges: 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. i : fascinating allur "¢ sat Pilg ox) 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's mame, Fp ot Se ee 
. ) |tumes, Her metal brocade negligee 
Slight comment is added. rie ia Lao : 
| is so assiduous about enhancing her 
z a ptteniaioes | figure in some places and masking 
| it others that it ends up just a lot 
. . | of drapes. 
? A A } op ’ 
° ’ : x ; ‘ { There's another actress, Dorothy 
s a ° e > < | : i Ss, orothy 
Fa f 2 £ Ra yy y 4 Py | Jordan, in ‘The Lost Squadron’ who 
7  £ © > ~ Ry 1 1 
2 a > & f , a ; doesnt play an actress She 
, é. : 
2», = F © oy £. @ a , really is somebody's sister, and 
ji proves it by wearing a girlish 
PALACE | flowered dress with roses around its 
Tess Gardella..... 7 3 9 8 7 10 10 i0 3 10 $2 Hefty, good-humored song discreet round neck. 
9 tress puts over numbers in : 
fine style. Gleaming gown Modelling In Police Line-U) 
admits she’s. stout and qj. When modelling in the police 
proud of it. oe piri | ifarlow reminds us, 
eos a] Oe Pore u dame s j ve Porge *, 

Norma Terris 9 6 10 9 5) 7 + 9 -, a0 80 Delivers clever character mine a «temas , oc age ethno geagg 

er . ' ; {sues a lady. She points out in 

studies in a modish gown |! «pie Beast of the City,” the polic 

that should be duplicated hi 2 - on th yp Ah sre vege 

: ss aes ine-up with its flattering lighting 

- ex. = fresh velvet. SPD de * |; and interesting black and white 

naan Game... sc. 9 7 8 5 6 3 9 v 8 67 Soprano, with pleasing ap- | Striped back-drop really offers a 
pearance and manner, | most Sympathetic background for 

should guard against flat feminine display. The nicest thing 

tones. about it is that a girl is always 

Te as ry > - S 5 oe . © 65 Versatile 4-tette capable of guaranteed an observant and re- 

more chic than is achieved | sponstve audience, and with any 
by modest gowns, closely ives at all she can count on at 
waved coiffures, and pink- _— cn personable young detec- 
and-white make-ups. itive who appreciates charm. 

ota a . —— In the particular line-up that she 

Flo MacFadden... 8 10 10 #7 ’ + % T Q 3 64 Doesn't aspire beyond as- graces, Miss Harlow is as an 

~~ ae sistance to comedy sketches. orchid nestling in a bunch of this- 

Marie Donia...... 5& 6 8 10 6 1 8 7 0 8 64 Stout singer capitalizes over- tles. The other girls bristle and 

weight with an amusing cringe; Miss Harlow is haughty 
high-kick routine. yet sinous, cool but promising. She 

Doc Baker’s Revue 4 7 9 es) ) a 5 $ 5 5s S&S New costumes improve the pranesse valuable pointers in the 

flash of a Protean act and mney «seme line-up neers? nicely 

help to sell its novelty fin- contrasted against the gaucheries 

ish of her companions. When she's 

. — ' 222 ne miciaagrenaenicniennatial ordered to turn around, she obliges 

Helen Stone....... 4 6 q ’ v7) 2 & 3 d 6 52 Capable dancer cheapened by with the langourous technique of 
rhinestone - and - ostrich a fashion model. Maybe the au- 

feather dressing. dience is supposed to study only 

her face, but Miss Harlow is,one 

STATE to see to it that they give equal 

baa Pe a attention to her figure. Her ex- 

Alice White....... 9 9 9 9 3 9 3 3 3 31 Fetching to look at, with a travagant hair grows decorous in 

pert personality perfectly soft curls around her chic young 
attuned to vaude. cap, her skirt hangs straight, she 

Jerry and Her takes it big. So she gets off free 

Baby Grands... 4 4 1 1 10 ry 7 3 10 7 72 Excellently produced act while the others receive the treat- 

needing one sock new num- men their timidity deserves. 
ber for finale applause. Dorothy Peterson, the under- 
Mary Mason....... 8 9 6 9 6 6 4 6 © 1 68 Compact little figure attrac- [| VaAngins wife and patient mother, 
tively costumed for whirl- Saag Pp every night for her po- 
ore: liceman husband to come home. 

wind skating. St 
* - a Staunch, loyal, and a good cook 
Phelps Twins..... 8 9 9 8 3 4 + 2 ) 3 52 Kind to the eye, but no op- besides. Never a whimper out of 
portunity to establish her. Kitchen aprons and fore- 
whether talented. : ; bearance. And all it gets her is a 
eaves STREET widow's weeds. 
irene Riccardo.... 17 8 ’ . ® a a t T 3 76 A comedienne whose material : ONE CUS N CLI ; 
doesn’t measure up to her Charlotte Cushman Club, in Bos- 
natural ability for clown- ton, is the only organization now 
ing. bearing that name for women in 
' — " the theatri rofess 
Esther Ralston.... 9 10 10 y 7 4 + T + ry 74 Works with surprising ver- Club ck eo sais 
eatilit “unnaeminal > Clu provides complete living fa 
» § e ¥Y |) cilities inexpensively. 
handsome production, but 

: numbers overlong. ’ 

6 Little Redheads. 7 T $ 10 T 7 sy & 3 . 61 Good looking and well select- ‘p re bpe son, 
ncaa — ages Out of A Diary,’ bi- 
(sther Ralston ed line-up 

sean . ographical travelog by Mary [M 
aeescingmennan Sheldon, who is really Marie Ber- 

Jennie Rooney.... 8 10 7 5 3 s 4 3 4 57 Daintily feminine trapezist. icovici, will be published this fall 

Miss Martin...... 6 10 7 6 5 4 8 2 a 2 43 Fails to surmound act s taste- by MacCauley. 

(Art Frank) less material Mra. Bercovici is now on the 
staf! of Arthur Lubin, legit pro- 
ducen 
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~ 15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


Managers’ Protective Assn. warned 
agents they must not book black- 
Hsted White Rats. Acts were taking 
assumed names to beat the boycott. 


New home was being sought for 
the N. V. A. 


Gene Buck was busy. Writing 
five shows more or less simulta- 
neously. 


White Rats and agents gathered 
at Grand Central station every Sun- 
day. Agents waited to see their acts 
off for Boston. Rats sought to pre- 


vent. Harsh words but no fisti- 
euffs. 
Reported that the government 


was about to investigate an alleged 
theatre trust in PhiladelpNia. No 
names mentioned. Stanley circuit 
was meant. Never felt the jolt. 





Newsreels were under U. S. Navy 
eensorship to prevent showing of 
haval secrets. 


State of Virginia was after cheat- 
ing exhibs. Tax was $10 on dime 
theatres and $15 where more was 
eharged. Some theatres charged 
lower price only part of the time, 
but paid only the $10. Even one 
vVaude act upped the tax to $90. 


Epidemic of scarlet fever in 
Chicage caused board of health to 
issue an order that all floors and 
walls must be scrubbed with anti- 
septics, 





First ban on bare legs on Boston 
ptages issued. 


M. Witmark & Sons advertising 
“all the world will soon be singing, 
‘There’s a Long, Long Trail.’” 


Only one act arrived in Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul in time for the 
Sunday matinee due to heavy 
etorms. Orpheum theatres in both 
cities hard put to find show, but 
used acts unable to leave town for 
the same cause. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





J. K. Emmett lost a date in Mem- 
phis. River at flood and no means 
of transportation from New Orleans. 





Callender’s minstrels traveled in 
a special car the roof of which was 
a bandstand. Troupe entered towns 
doubling in brass. Each of the fifty 
men given free costumes and a 
trunk apiece. Outfit owned by Gus- 
tave and Chas. Frohman. 


Veterinarian was trying to sell a 
Nve dog with a silver plate in his 
stomach to some showman, 


Henry Abbey had taken over 
grand opera at the Metropolitan. 
Later Abbey, Schofield & Grau. 
Lasted nearly a quarter of a 
eentury. 





‘Clipper’ was wondering how long 
tt would be before half a dozen men 
controlied all the theatres, 





‘Streets of New York’ 
vived at Niblo’s Garden. 
revived again by Langner. 


was re- 
Recently 





Actors’ Fund organized and 
was planning a series of benefit 
Performances in N. Y. Lester Wal- 
lack was elected Pres. and A. M. 
Palmer treas. The fund was to be 
tried for one year and, if success- 
ful, continued. ‘Clipper’ feared pro- 
fessional jealousies would wreck the 
idea. 





Hibernian Blondes was the title 
of a new touring attraction about 
to open. 





Managers were warned not to hire 
Mrs. H. Woods without her hus- 
band’s consent. She was out with 





an ‘alleged barn-storming show.’ 
Second or third time the ad had | 


appeared, but he couldn't get if 


home, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


ee ee 


A legit leading man with his socially elect frau dropped into the Hol- 
lywood column and the lap of a femme chatierer. They were pie for 
the lady paragraphers. She saw in the Mrs. a new society circle for her- 
self and in the leading man another payroll prospect, or at least the 
wedge through advice for the social-elect wife’s certain position. 





The husband made a picture, but, over-estimating his stage standing, 
it didn’t start the fans toward him. His chatterer-advisor got right on 
the job and told the studios he was enormous—one of those kind of 
panics that if the studios didn’t pay him at least $3,500 a week, to hell 
with the studios. 

With some brain power still left, despite the social and newspaper 
flatterers, the legit actor asked his agent about it. His agent, knowing 
of the chatterer’s inroads, merely stalled, telling the performer when he 
wanted to hear the truth about himself to come back. And back he 
came—in about a month—and heard plenty. 

Among the things he heard was that if he made five more pictures 
and showed anything by then, there might be big money in sight; other 
wise at present $2,000 a week .top and lucky if he got another picture, 
not on any popularity of screen renown, but merely on his work as an 
actor in the first film. And the legit, somewhat toned down, accepted. 
His legit salary, tops, had been $1,500 and his last legit pay $1,000 per. 

With the funny part that it appears neither the leading man nor his 
wife informed the chatterer at once about his newest engagement, She 
continued to splurge and blurb about the actor. 


fines for exhibitors who bicycle and hold-over pic- 
tures are more a hammer than a reality, and that few such alleged 
violators ever are compclled to pay the fines, is the’ stand taken by 
producers in their plea to the Government that copyright laws, as they 
pertain to film, remain unchanged, 


That the heavy 


Investigations into bicycling are costly, even though conducted by 
the distributors organization. When such evidence is corralled, suit 


must first be filed in the Federal court. Such litigations are seldom 
resorted to because of the expense. Only when an exhib offends re- 
peatedly and the evidence is all-sustaining for a large judgment do 
distributors avail themselves of the present- copyright provisions, it 
is claimed. 


—_—__—_—_ 


Some strain at the Publix-B. & K. offices currently over a question of 
policy in the plugging of a furniture company for the use of props in 
the Dorothy Mackaill act at the Oriental. Karpen Co., donated the 
drawing room set in exchange for a production-trailer noting the gratis 
courtesy. 

Understood that the higher-ups in the theatre organization burned 
plerity “when they got a peek at the trailer, feeling that the plugging 
was exorbitant and out of place. In the past B. & K. rarely used this 
form of reimbursement for such courtesies, usually paying for the props, 
or handing out passes. But since the drastic cut in free ducats, the firm 
has had to dig other angles in order to try to save $5 or $10 on the 
rental of props. 


Small town exhib with a 330-seat house in New Jersey was complain- 
ing that false economy by the film exchanges might be construed as re- 
acting negatively for the entire industry whenever a poor print is wished 
onto the small exhib. He cited the many jumpy, streaky, dirty prints 
sent him, with dialog portions terminating abruptly. 

Claims that his patronage prefers to travel to the nearest larger town 
and pay a few cents more admish rather than experience such poor 
exhibition. His periodic squawking to the exchange managers servicing 
him are of little avail. They don’t consider his $15-$25 daily rentals 
anything to concern them, but this exhib takes the position that the 
smaller houses, being the gravy for the producer, merit important 
attention. 


Local protection-clearance agreements between distributors and ex- 
hibitors in every exchange territory, of which there are 32, is being 
forwarded by zoning experts as the best solution to an intricate situation. 
These men view a national plan as impractical because localities and 
conditions differ to too great an extent. 

Nearest approach to national zoning would be the figuring of protec- 
tion on a basis of admission prices, a policy being advised for all zoning 
plans worked out on a local territorial basis. Zoning plans in effect in 
Chicago and Los Angeles are both predicated on the admission scale, 
with protection to the highest boxoffice levy. 





Son of a prominent Hollywood writer is being given credit for writing 
an original story, although the story has all the earmarks of the father’s 
work. Script, still unsold, displays so much craftsmanship and experi- 
ence that those reading it are unwilling to believe the youth is really 
the author. 

Reason assigned for the father throwing all the credit to his son is 
because pop is under contract and whatever he writes belongs to the 
studio. Another reason, thinks Hollywood, is that the parent wants to 
build up his son’s name by having him sell an original. After the ice is 
broken, the boy may then be able to sell stuff of his own. 





Taking the stand that all large theatres throughout the world are 
equipped with sound apparatus Western Electric, in its annual report 
issued Monday (14) to stockholders, brushes past its subsidiary, Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., giving it less than a page in a 16-page 
booklet. 

What shapes as a warning note to stockholders regarding future in- 
come from theatres for this electric is the comment: “The market, how- 
ever, for installations in theatres is approaching saturation.’ This is the 
first time Western has officially conceded this on the record to its holders. 





Film Boards of Trade are starting to arouse competition among sales 
forces by pitting exchanges against one another in various cities. Fol- 
lowing the challenge of the Los Angeles F. B. T. that it would stack 
the L. A. Radio-Pathe exchange against any in the east, the Chicago 
Board immediately accepted. Challenge covers general exchange opera- 
tion, integrity, etc. 

By a coincidence, the Chi board picked the Radio-Pathe branch in that 
city. Chicago issued its defy to L. A. through the Hays’ organization 
which fathers the Film Boards. 





Stories previously placed in the horror class by Universal are now 
being defined as ‘weird mysteries’ by this studio, which for a while was 
wild about horror yarns. ‘Cagliostro,’ once spoken of as a ‘horror story 
to end horror stories,’ is now tamed down to just a mystery. Same for 
‘Invisible Man,’ ‘Empty Chair’ and ‘Suicide Club.’ 

Studio feels that gruesome films from other producers will take the 
edge off the boxoffice for horror stuff before U ean get under the wire 
with another potential nightmare invoker. Its only production now in 
this class is ‘Old Dark House,’ which James Whale will direct. 





The Fox home office claims !t is now belng provided with a record of 


every move made at the studios on the Coast. This record is to show 
who is responsible for even the purchase of props as well as for the 
signing of a new player or the acquiring of story rights. 

Allocation of responsibility is the idea, although in the event of a dis- 











agreement by the studio production board, from which members cannot 
of last resort is the Fox New York 


The studio board, by a vote, can overrule any one member. 


disentangle themselves, the court 
office. 





The most complete picturization of Madison Square Garden yet re- 
corded was made last Friday (11) during the professional boxing show. 
With at least a dozen cameras grinding, many scenes of the crowd 
entering and leaving the Garden were filmed. Inside the battery of 
lamps frequently flooded the fight fans, while the match between Bat 
Battalino and Eddie Ran was taken in its entirety. 

Film probably taken for Charlie Rogers’ picture titled, ‘Madison Square 
Garden.’ 

New objection to Hollywood made Spanish versions in Mexico is the 
y cheapened and made poor entertainment 
in an attempt to later foist English dialog pictures on Spanish peoples. 


Claim that they are deliberate] 


This will save Hollywood producers considerable money, say printed 
stories, and at the same time enable them to force English on the 
| Mexicans. 





Mexico is now trying to eliminate English signs and other evidences 


that English is st spoken there, It’s a strong nationalistic movement. 
Warners’ battle with Western Electric is nearing a close after four 
years of off and on star chambering. WB has completed its complaint, 
and now W. E. is winding up with its defense. 
J. E. Otterson, ERPI head, was on the private stand last Thursday 
(10). It is reported that he will feature in the equipment company’s tes- 


timony which is construed in electric circles to mean that he may be 
answering questions until the end of March. 


Although Nebraska has only two towns which figure 
protection, Omaha and lincoln, eastern information is that Nebraska 
exhibitors from all over the state are contributing to a special fund of 
$15,000, created to push the Jungcelaus case against distributors. 

Jungclaus, a Lincoln exhib, has been fighting the major producer- 
distributors for a long time against what he alleges to be the unfairness 
of protection booking on pictures. 


importantly on 





This month will see the final payment by Fox Theatres to Harold 
B. Franklin in the approximate $500,000 settlement of his contract with 
Fox-West Coast. 

At the time of the split between the circuit and its head operator, 
Franklin had around 14 or 15 months to go on his agreement. Fox has 
been paying off at the rate of something slightly in excess of $30,000 
monthly ever since. 





Ranks of Hollywood freelance fan magazine writers and press agents 
are being swelled by the many newspaper and studio publicity people 
who have lost regular jobs. It’s a possible means of ekeing out a living 
until a new berth comes along. 

Upheavals in Hollywood and cuts on the dailies have built up the 
group of temporary free lancers more than ever. 





Fox-West Coast’s Ad Manual, weekly exploitation guide which Is tak- 
ing the place of the old house organ, is costing $50 a week in compari- 
son of the peak price on the old ‘Last Word’ of $1,000 and more. 

This is exclusive of salaries, with formerly 12 people charged against 
‘Word’ and one man, Troy Orr, doing the work at present. Ad manual 
confines itself to campaigns and does not attempt any house organ efforts. 


Hays office again has blood in its eye from looking at limbs in fan 
mags. Current crop of exposed gams has set an all-time top tempera- 
ture mark. It’s an old complaint. 

Mixing in of Broadway choristers with the screen girls’ poses in what 
are supposed to be all-picture mags, and use of semi-nudes of big femme 
names has brought the Hays holler, 





Olympic games are not easily written into a script Hollywood scenar- 
ists find. ‘Ticklish questions of national pride intrude. Shall the hero 
be an American, and thereby unpopular with all other nationalities, or 
a member of a visiting team and an outsider to the Americanos. That's 
the problem. 





Pass system has again come up for scrutiny by Publix-B&K in Chi- 
cago, checkup revealing an unsatisfactory high mark of Oaklies. 

Publicity department is now down to a minimum of 100 passes a week. 
It used to hand out between 150 and 175. B&K passes run in series form 
and still carry a 10c. tax charge. 





Publix-Balaban & Katz last week talked to Charles Purcell and Vivian ~ 


Segal, in Chicago with ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ regarding the possibilities of 
spotting the musical in B. & K. deluxers as a tab version. 

Deal was cold from the start as concerned these two players, these 
having expressed a distinct unwillingness to do four a day, 





With all the world fighting amusement taxes, Germany gets itself into 
a tangle because it can’t make up its mind whether to include talkers 
or beer, or both. Angle is that picture people in Germany are calling 
beer an amusement and films an educational necessity, brewers putting 
the proposition in exact reverse. 





Will Hays, while on the Coast, is reported to have ordered 1,000 copies 
of the Academy’s booklet explaining its conciliation machinery for dis- 
tribution to leaders of American industries. Booklets will be presented 
as an example of what an industry can evolve to iron out its internal 
disputes at home. 


Studio sent slips to its employees with the text: ‘Be loyal. Be honest 
with yourself and company and success in your work will follow.’ 

Director used the slip to write the word ‘lousy’ on returning a script 
previously okayed by one of the relatives. 





Sign on the Criterion, New York, for ‘One Hour With You’ (Par), Iindi- 
cating picture was coming in there, does not mean it will play that 
house. With the Criterion dark. Publix has decided to use the space, 
figuring it more valuable than the chain could go out and buy. 





The RKO Mayfair, New York, probably holds the high and low gross 
Saturdays records for any 1,709-seut house in the country. 

The bottom Saturday registered at $2385 for ‘Way Back Home,’ and the 
top was $13,100 on ‘Frankenstein.’ 





On the new Fox list of executives and contract people the announce- 
ment carries a notation, ‘Official—W. C. Michel, vice-president.’ First 
instance of New York’s okay on Coast studio matters, 





Radio studio on the Coast pepped up by reports of ‘Lost Squadron’ 
grosses. It's real enthusiasm on a lot that hasn't felt the champagne 
effect since ‘Cimarron,’ 





Warners now has a house 


definite suggestions 


organ out in mimeographed form filled with 
for promotions, ete. Edited by Al Zimbalist. 











pity a 


ee ee ee 





omen aah Oe 


in te lined ahi Alli in i seta alli 
ne app males aaa 


nln nena 





) etna astm 


Pomme SOS 





ot 











48 VARIETY 


LEGUTEIMATE 


Tuesday, March 15, 1932 








Coleman Solo Star in Critic Quiz; 
His Ma and Pa Set His Writing 


Ideals, Dr. 


Sirovich Lauds Him 





Washington, March 14. 
Robert B. Coleman, drama 
the New York Mirror, 
before 


appearec 
Dr. 


of 


as star performer 


vich and the House Committee on 
Baptist from 


a John the 
came 


Patents, 
Broadway who down 
New York voluntarily to testify. 

At the conclusion of a good na- 
tured grilling, Coleman 
the opinion that all his 
would have met with the congress- 
man had the critics known the mild 
temper of the committee. He then 
extended this blanket invitation: 

It would give me great pleasure 
to have the chairman of this com- 
mittee, Dr. Sirovich, with the other 
members of the committee come to 
New York and follow, as my guest, 
the work v<% this critic from the 
opening of a play until the issue of 
the criticism in the final edition of 
the paper. It would be an especial 
pleasure to have the chairman of 
this committee act for me as a guest 
eri" 3." 

Dr. Sirovich accepted the invita- 
tion. 


For two solid hours Coleman sat 
and answered questions. Some of 
them irrelevant, defending his pro- 
fession and stating his own stand- 
ard of criticism. ‘My mother and 
father read everything I write,’ he 
said, ‘and that is why I try to set 
a high standard of dramatic criti- 
cism.’ 

‘Only God can make a dramatic 
critic,” Coleman said dramatically, 
paraphrasing Joyce Kilmer’s line. 
‘Critics are born—not made.’ 

‘Even through study, a critic can- 
not always attain the stature of an 
Aristotle. Every barrister is not an 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, nor a 
Benjamin Cordoza. So, every critic 
is not a George Bernard Shaw.’ 

Congressman Sirovich produced 
a letter written by one C, G., 
Stewart, of the Friars Club, which 
excoriated the critics and stated 
Coleman had written a play that 
‘had been in and out of every pro- 
ducer’s office. Coleman denied he 
had ever tried to get a play of his 
produced. 

Fishing Trip? 


The investigation led all over the 
lot. Congressman Cole asked: 
‘What is this, a fishing expedition?’ 


Coleman was asked and answered 
these questions: ‘Would it not be 
a good idea for producers to invite 
the critics to rehearsals, before the 
public sees the plays?’ 


‘It would, and that is a construc- 
tive suggestion.’ 


‘What is the cause of the decline 
in the theatre?’ 

‘It has not declined like other in- 
dustries. The steel industry, with- 
out criticism, is doing only 40% of 
normal business. The theatre is off 
only 50%; the hotel bus’ 1ess, down 
to 25%. So the theatre is in a 
relatively healthy state. There has 
been overproduction of theatres 
just as of automobiles.’ 

Congressman Rich, of Pennsyl- 
vania, took up the question of ticket 
speculation. And wanted to know 
how the scalpers affected show 
business. 

‘Ticket speculators finance pro- 
ducers, in some cases,’ Coleman 
said. ‘Also, producers sometimes 
figure they have an assured guar- 
antes for their plays when 
speculators get behind them, 
ing big blocks of seats.’ 

‘Who is responsible for the prac- 


buy- 


critic 


Siro- 


from 


expressed 
confreres 


the 


critic rather than the drama?’ Per- 
kins asked. 

‘It does,’ said Coleman. 
has respect for a clown. Criticism 
is a dignified profession, and most 
critics take their profession serious- 
ly. We deplore the clowns.’ 

Coleman presented his qualifica- 
tions to act as a critic—a course at 
Columbia, under the late Brander 
Mathews, and again with Hatcher 
Hughes, who appeared before the 
committee last week. Besides the 
course in dramatic literature, Cole- 
man said he had studied music, 
dancing, had had practical experi- 
ence in the theatre, and had trav- 
eled abroad. He also has had a 
screen test, in costume, but left this 
out. 

‘Ah,’ said Dr. Sirovich, 
sent all the qualifications 
dramatic critic should have.’ 

Exemplification of profound 
quette: 


‘No one 
1 





‘you repre- 
that a 


eti- 


Coleman the Type 

TT can see,” Dr. Sirowitch 
‘that you are a fine ciitic, the type 
of critic that I should like to see 
oftener in the theatre. You are an 
honest, fair-minded man. You are 
not like those critics who have pil- 
loried and excoriated me as chair- 
man of this committee—-but we will 
go on in spite of them, because we 
want to write a copyright law that 
will stand the test of time. 

‘This committee is trying to wipe 
out incompetency,’ Sirowich stated. 
‘There are shysters and quacks 
among the critics.’ 

‘Yes, of course there are,’ said 
Coleman. ‘Just as there are in other 
professions. There are_ shyster 
lawyers and shyster politicians, In 
the theatre, filth, indecency and non- 
sense must always be condemned.’ 

‘This committee is with you 100 
percent in that,’ said the chairman. 
‘We want to eliminate mud and dirt 
from the theatre. Now, to do this, 
should there be a limitation im- 
posed by law on dramatic critics?’ 

‘No, sir,’ retorted Coleman. 

Sirovich contended that critics 
should have more time in which to 
write their criticisms. Coleman did 
not agree. He argued that some of 
the world’s best work is written at 
fever heat. 

‘But there are samples to, show 
that the reverse is true,’ Dr. Sirovich 
protested. 

The hearing ended with a beer 
rally, Sirovich saying he had con- 
verted Congressman Perkins from a 
dry to a wet—and the committee 
then went to vote on the question 
before the house. 

Support For Sirovich 

Four witnesses appeared before 
the Committee of Patents. on 
Wednesday: Saul E. Rogers, form- 
erly with Fox Films; Peggy Fears, 
recently a Ziegfeld celebrity and 
now a Broadway producer in her 
own right; Professor Hatcher 
Hughes, of Columbia University 
and Harry Hershfield, the cartoon- 
ist and columnist. 

They all had a tale to tell in sup- 
port of Represent:tive Sirovich’s 
charge that the Bi2adway drama 
critcis and columnists had put the 
show business flat on its back. 

While this quartette agreed that 
some of the drama critics are a help 
rather than a hindrance to the the- 
atre, they singled out the so-called 
‘wise-crackers’ as being the bad 
boys of the business. 

Peggy Fears, whose play, ‘Child 
of Manhattan,’ opened in New York 
March 1, took John Anderson down 
the line, saying that he had devoted 
almost his entire review to Dr. 
Sirovich rather than to the play it- 


said, 








tice of ticket speculators?’ Rich|S¢!f. She said that former Gov. Al. 
asked. (Continued on page 56) 

‘The public,’ Coleman replied. aan 

Congressman Perkins, of New ® 
Jersey, wanted to know if any good Batchelor Reinstated 
drama was ever destroyed by dra-| Walter Batchelor, one of two 


matic criticism. 


‘Truth crushed to earth shall rise|recently by the Theatrical Artists 
again,’ said Coleman. Representatives Association, has 
‘Is the trouble with drama the | been reinstated. Chamberlain 
unfair criticism or the drama it-| Brown, who shared a similar fate 
self?’ Perkins wanted to know. with Batchelor, has not been re- 
Coleman thought, in some cases,} Stored ‘0 scood standing. Despite 
it might be the drama—and cited th» original action of the Tt. Awe. 
certain dirty shows. status of neither agent has been 
‘Isn’t it true the smutty plays] affected at Equity. 
disgust the public?’ Perkins asked. Neither Frank Gillmore, Equity | 
‘Yes, and disgust the critics, too, | president, nor Sam Coit, in charge 
said Coleman. He admitted the field | of Equity’s rent department, 
of dramatic criticism harbored some| Knows of the Brown-Batchelor 
fakers and charlatans. } action other than by indirect re- 


‘Doesn't wise-cracking destroy the | 


Equity franchised agents suspended 





ports. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘ Bloodstream ’” 
Times Square. 
‘Danger Line’ 





(Harmon) 


(Gerton) 140 


W. 42d street. 

‘Confidential Service’ (Co- 
han) Gaiety. 

‘Olivia Bows’ (Shuberts) 
Elliott. 


‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ (Dalzell) 
Lyceum. 





‘Few Wild Oats’ (Forest 
Prod.) Forrest. 
‘Intimate Relations’ (Forbes) 


Ambassador. 
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Critics Not So Tough 


7% 
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SIROVICH ON AIR TO 
HELP MATTERS ALONG 


Dr. Sirovich in his campaign 
against dramatic critics continued 
in the limelight for the second week. 
| The climax came Sunday night (13) 

in New York when over the radio he 
pebgereapers- his views, then hurried 








to the midnight train for Washing- 





VAUD-REVUE IN B’KLYN 


Vaude revue to run one week at 
the Majestic, Brooklyn, beginning 
March 28, is being assembled. House 
is producing, with Louis Werba, 
who books the theatre organizing, the 
troupe. After the Brooklyn date a 
Broadway booking may be sought. 

Revue will run op a two a day and 
$2 top. Understood performers are 
in on guarantees and percentage. 
Two film names tentatively lined up, 
but not set. 

‘Take My Tip,’ Nat 
play Mack Hilliard and Sidney 
Phillips are producing, goes into the 
Majestic April 4 after one night in 
Great Neck. April 11 Vivienne 
Segal and Chas. Purcell in their own 
revival of the ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
into the house and may come 
Broadway. 


Equity’s Council Slate 


Equity is holding a special meet- 
ing Monday (28) to select a nomi- 
nating committee, Latter will chose 
ten names to become members of 
the Equity council. No officers will 
be chosen, since the present in- 
cumbents were elected for three 
years at the June 1931 meeting. 
Term on the council is for four 
years. Regular meeting to vote on 
the nominees is held during the last 
week of May. 


Dorfman’s 


cr 
zo 


to 








Pass Buck to Shuberts 


In Claim on ‘One Man’ 


Claim of a $1,300 haulage bill in- 
volved in the production of ‘This 
One Mar’ is to be settled by arbi- 
tration Wednesday (16). Tait 
Transfer Co. lodges the claim 
against Arthur Lubin, who, with 
Richard Krakeur, was the nominal 
producer of the show. 


Lubin & Krakeur put on the show 
with Shubert backing through the 
Saul Productions Corp. All bills 
were to have been paid by the Shu- 
berts, it is said, with those taken 
care of settled by checks signed by 
Ira Helstein, Shubert’ treasurer. 
Tait claims Lubin is responsibel, 
with the producer stating Shuberts 
agreed by contract to shoulder 
financial responsibilities. 





ENTR’ ACTE TOPS SHOW 


Heavier Type For ‘Seer’ 
Bainbridge Current Play 





Than 





Minneapolis, March 14. 

At the Shubert, Bainbridge stock, 
is Mahen@ra, ‘seer,’ who answers 
queries put to him by auditors. 

He is being featured in the bill- 
ing above the current play, ‘The 
Vinegar Tree.” Mahendra and his 
company ‘work’ between the acts. 





Birmingham Stock 


Birmingham, March 14. 

John J. Sullivan reopened the 
Jefferson here yesterday (Monday) 
with stock. 

Company was organized in New 
York through the Wales Winter of- 
fice. Cast includes Alney Alba, 
Evelyn Wade, Emily Smily, Kath- 
erine Meskyl, Kenneth Daigneau, 
George Taylor, Jerome Collins, Fos- 
ter Williams, George W. Smith. 


——— — 


Two Stocks South 


Knoxville, Tenn., 
list of current stock 


the 
(14). 


went into 
Monday 





March 28 another southern company 
l}opens at Louisville, Ky. 

Cc. D. Perutchi Tas the Bijou in 
Knoxville. Town is one of the pro- 
ducer’s former stands. 

Harry Martin's Lou.sville ba 
;goes into the National on sub- 


‘scription try. 


TO TRY FOR B’DWAY 


ton, to be on hand to interview the 
critics, invited to appear before the 
Patents Committee Monday morn- 
| ing. 

He was not aware that only one 
first string New York reviewer pro- 
posed to make the trip to the capi- 
tol. There was nothing to deter 
them, there being no openings Mon- 
day, (14) and only one new show is 
carded this week. 

The Congressman in his radio ad- 
dress somewhat revised his rating 
of the critics stating that some 
were well qualified for the job. At 
station WOR he concluded his re- 
marks saying George Jean Nathan 
* presents ‘the highest idealistic 
| ste andard obtainable in the spoken 
drama, the high priest of the intel- 
ligensia of the theatre’ and called on 
him to chase from the critical ranks 
‘the mountebanks, shysters :.nd pre- 
tenders.’ 








Touching on gossip columnists 
some of whom are reviewers, the 
doctor said they represent a ‘pass- 


ing phase of depravity that all men 
}in and out of the theatre hope and 
pray will soon pass out of the pic- 
ture.’ 

The Congressman said the spoken 
drama has been assailed on many 
fronts. He mentioned that pic- 
tures had taken authors and actors 
away from the stage and since 
managers are in or on the verge of 
bankruptcy, the situation should be 


well aired. 
Peggy Fears who entered the 
managerial field recently with 


‘Child of Manhattan’ went to Wash- 
ington last week to see Dr. Siro- 
vich. Resultant publicity was even 
more than anticipated. Idea arose 
because the doctor was mentioned 
frequently in an adverse notice on 
the play. Miss Fears is said to 
have the script of a new play writ- 
ten by the Congressman and aims 
to present it shortly. 

Dr. Sirovich is reputed to have 
said: ‘Every critic is seeking to sell 
a play to a producer. When their 
plays are rejected they are nat- 
urally resentful.’ Robert Coleman 
of the ‘Mirror’ was mentioned as 
one. He angrily telegraphed the 
doctor denying he ever submitted 
a script to any manager and de- 
manded a retraction. 





Jed Harris Off to Do 
‘Uncle Vanya’ in London 


Jed Harris is giving up Broadway 
production, temporarily at least, he 
being slated to sail for London this 
week to produce ‘Uncle Vanya’ for 
the London West End. It is stated 
that should Harris’ London produc- 
tion click his plan is to remain on 
that side for several years and pro- 
duce there exclusively. 

Ruth Gordon reported going over 
to play the femme lead in the play. 
Charles Laughton, English actor 
recently in several Broadway shows 
with the latest Harris production, 
‘The Fatal Alibi,’ said to be set for 
the part Walter Connolly played in 
America. Lillian Gish played Miss 
Gordon’s role on Broadway. 

Harris is expected to sail, to- 
gether with the players, tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 








Cochran’s Stock Cast 


Summer stock opens April 18 at 
the National, Washington, under 
the direction of Steve Cochran, who 
has maintained a similar policy ut 
the house for the past seven years. 
First show will be ‘A Church Mouse.’ 

Engaged for the company are: Ona 
Munson, Nancy Sheridan, Donald 
Woods, Kathryn Givney, Raymond 
3ramley, Owen Davis, Jr., Burke 
Clarke, Forrest Orr, Adelaide Hib- 
bard and Edward Poland. 


Clifford Brooke will again be the 
stare i. 








Setting Elitch Stock 
Denver, March 14. 
Arnold Gurtler is lining up a 
stock company for Elitch’s Gardens 
Being organized in New York. 
j Opening date June 11. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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(Continued from page 1) 


licity given Congressman Sirovich’s 
charges against critics. It seems 
curious that several shows given 
favorable reviews just before the 


doctor blasted have promptly 
flopped. 
Gilbert Gabriel of the ‘American* 


leads the critical circle of 10 with a 
batting average of .950. Of the 86 
flops, he caught 60; guessed right 
times, wrong twice and evaded 
the issue but once. Running sec- 
ond and third are Coleman of the 
‘Mirror,’ .921, and Anderson of the 
‘Journal,’ .911. 

Since this semi-final score omits 
opinions rendered on_ successfu) 
shows, it clearly {illustrates the 
treatment accorded by the New 
York reviewers to productions which 
have failed. A total of 548 opin- 
ions were expressed by the 10 firste 
string critics on the 86 flops. 

24% Wrong 

In 129 instances, or 24%, the crit- 
ics were wrong by expressing fav- 
orable opinions on shows which 
did not last. While a perfect bat- 
ting average would have involved 
548 bad notices, the boys only 
turned their thumbs down 419 times, 

Other information is that of 8&6 
shows that failed at the box office 
but four received unanimous pane 
nings, or 10 bad first string notices 
out of 10. These were ‘The Man on 
Stilts,’ ‘Steel,’ ‘Jewel Robbery’ and 
‘The House of Doom.’ 

That ‘Singin’ the Blues,’ ‘Wonder 
Boy’ and ‘The Inside Story,’ all 
flops, each received seven favorable 
criticisms out of 10 is another 
fact. 

In contrast ‘The Left Bank,’ a 
moderately successful opus, drew 
seven bad notices, two no opinions 
and only one favorable mention, and 
prospered. 

Only Flops Rated 

The critics’ standings in the cur- 
rent score do not point to how they 
may finish at the end of the season 
in June, since successes are not 
counted here and the season still 
has 10 weeks to go. However, 
Gabriel also led in the mid-season 
score, which included all shows that 
had opened up to that time. 

Brown (‘Post’), holder of first 
place for the past two seasons, is 
down to the fourth spot in this score, 
though in the running at .862 with 
last season’s second placer, Atkine 
son (‘Times’), at No. 5. A new- 
comer, Ed Sullivan (‘Graphic’), ‘s 
sixth on .765, only five percent/:e 
points in back of Atkinson. 

Lockridge (‘Sun’), standing eighth 
caught the most flops, 65. Mantle 
(‘News’), was wrong the most 
times, 19, and Atkinson chalked up 
the most ‘no opinions,’ as usual—12. 

‘Variety’s’ staff reviewers saw all 
the flops and are gazing at the heels 
of three individual daily catchers 
on an average of .884 for 76 rights 
and 10 muffs. 

On the Air 

Bide Dudley, the first radio legit 
critic, who broadcasts his reviews 
over station WMCA, New York, has 
caught 32 productions since starting 
his ether comment on Dec. 25, and 
is batting 625. He was right 20 
times, wrong 7 and delivered 5 no 
opinions. 

Dudley, a vet newspaper man and 
legit critic and reporter, broadcasts 
his review the same night the show 
opens, going on the air about an 
hour after the final curtain. In a 
few instances his reviews were not 
aired until the second or third night, 
due to simultaneous openings and 
the necessity of catching shows the 
next night or later. 


6,500-Seat Hall Built 


Sans Show Facilities 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

New Long Beach Civic Auditor- 
jum’s capacity of 6,500 will be of 
little use to legit productions, since 
the hall has a flat floor that almost 
puts the matter of stage shows out 
of the question. City fathers were 
more interested in renting floor 
spaces to exhibits during conven- 
t'ons and expositions than in leas- 
ing the house out as a theatre. 

New auditorium, which replaces 
the old wooden structure, also has 
a 1,500-seat theatre of the usual 
type. 


7 
ve 








Star Directs Husband 
San Francisco, March 14. 
Ruth Chatterton set for an April 
showing with Belasco & Curran of 
‘Let Us Divorce’ in which she will 
direct her husband Ralph Forbes 
and Rose Hobart. 
Chatterton herself will not appear 





in the play. 
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SUBSCRIBER GROUPS UNITE 








65%, Wage Slash | 
To Return Men | 
To Theatre Pit 


The unemployment relief commit- 
tee of New York's musicians’ union | 
nas started a drive to increase the | 
field for jobs. A principal objective 
is to re-establish the four-piece 
orchestra in Broadway legit theatres, 
houses which discontinued pit music | 
some years ago. Managers are be- 
ing offered a ‘band’ for almost 65% | 
under the scale. 

Managers solicited were told that | 
the union would work for below cost. 
Proposition is for a wage of $20 
per week per man, 
weekly. Usual scale for the small 
orchestras is $56 per man, but the} 
leader gets $85 and the total is $523 
per week. Undersiood the difference 
would be made up through the re- 


| 
| 
a total of $80 | 
j 
j 
| 
' 


jand Bobby 
|} hoped to show it. 


| yaude form, 
} | because 


| recently, If that happens, 


lief fund and paid to the men. While 


the union’s relief fund has been 
ewelled considerably through suc- 
cessful benefits, its ieaders are look- 


ing toward lean theatre months 
aim to conserve funds. 
theatre men are required, 
to contract for a season, 


Understood 
howeve 


and 


MORRISSEY STOPPED 


| Equity Calis Cast Out Because of | 


—---~¢ 


No Bond | 

Equity stepped in Wednesday a) | 

and ny nix to the cast re eed d } 

lin Wi Morrissey’s musical, “The | 

Croon Bn resulting in the piece 

halting. “Princ e’ was booked u P| 
both as a legit and \ au le candidate, 
iin both of which elds Morrissey 


Sanfo1 a, co-producing, | 
‘Prince’ was to have opened in | 
vaude form within the fortnight, | 
but when Equity heard the ~_— 
was rehearsing in legit, and not! 
the cast was called out 

no bond had been filed. | 
| 


EARL BACK AT CARROLL 


IS NEWEST B’WAY HINT | 


j 
that Earl) « 
Carroll will be back in the elaborate} 


new Carroll theatre from which he! 
was ousted by dispossess process) 


Broadway has an idea 


there will} 
be new lease terms and new rental} 
figures for the coming seasons.| 
Understood the trouble hinges on 
Carroll's aim to get concessions on 
the rent, said to scale upward after} 


|a period of years. 


r, | 


The idea is in direct contrast to! 


the union’s refusal 
wage rules covering 
Milton Aborn whose 
companies played nearly 
year at Erlancer’s, proposed to in- 
stall a grand opera season at pop 
prices, 50 cents to $2.50 
ealled off because of wage stipula- 
tions which have a minimum of $80 
weekly in grand opera. 

It was proposed to increase the 


to modify the 
grand opera. 
light opera 


ing a $60 per week minimum ap- 


@ solid | 


ito be 
It was | 


| Carroll and his 
/ rington. 
i liens of $167,000. 
orchestra from 25 to 30 men provid- | : 

e I | to interfere with the landlord's 
|! dom in handling the theatre. 


plied. Answer from the union was | 


that nothing could be 
lowering the rates. No 
tion in the rules appears to cover 


done 


such a situation, although the rules | 
were primarily framed to apply to} 
the Metropolitan, which has a top| 


Price of $8.80. 


because of the union stand, 
325 persons would be out of jobs. 
That included musicians, 


and stage hands. Understood fur- 


ther efforts will be made with the | 
object of having the union's opera | 


wage rule more elastic. 
present Erlanger’s is dark. 


For the; 


Passes Up B’way Role 


For Place in Stock. 


Owen Davis, jr., cast for the juve 
lead in ‘Danger Line,’ Broadway 
production, turned in his notice in 
order to go with Steve Cochran's 
Washington, D. C., stock company, 
to open shortly. 

Davis’ arrangement understood to 
be for eight or 10 weeks with the 
Washington troupe. 





Move for Law to Admit 
Minors to D. C. Shows | 


A bill being considered by 


Columban’ aims to have the obsolete 
child labor law revised. The law | 
Prohibits minors under the age of 
18 to be engaged in gainful employ- 
ment after 7 p. m. 

Because of that restriction a num- 
ber of shows have never been 
to play Washington. 
is ‘The Green Pastures,’ which has 
been cleaning up on the road. Legit 
ene in the capital have been 

vare of the law, but not until] late- 
iy did they act. ‘Pastures’ uses half 
® dozen pickaninnies, 


ARBUCKLE GUESTING 
Seattle, March 

Perry Askam, guest star 
Moore Players, at Moore 
last week in ‘Ladies Lie’ 
Bross under new policy, 


14. 
with | 


topped | 


around $5,000. 
Roscoe (‘Faity’) Arbuckie 
guest star, 


in for two weeks, 


about |} 
considera- | 


| Harlan 
According to a statement sent out, | | Event,’ is taking 
about | time with Mack Hilliard, in aaeine | 


players | 


the | 
combined congressional committees | 
which legislate for the District of | 


able | duc ing shows for herself upon ex- 
Among them | 


theatre | 
getting | 


next as / 


Carroll claims to have an edge! 
in the dispute with the landlords} 
through his possession of a brown- 
stone house on 49th street, partially | 
used as a fire exit required for the} 
theatre, Landiords contend the| 
lease on that property should have} 
passed to them, whereas it appears} 
in the names of Carroll's} 
brothers, James and Norman. 

Several suits are pending against | 
backer, E. R. Ea- | 
One concerns mechanics} 
The liens are sai 1} 
free- 





| Players. 


‘Event’ Spurs Phillips 


Sidney Phillips, co-producer with | 
Thompson of ‘Blessed | 


another fling, this 


Take My Tip,’. by Nat Dorfman, | 
p.a. Understood that Hilliard, who | 
jis manager of ‘Event,’ will be the 

only one billed as presenting. 
Melville Burke is staging with 
Donald Meek and Helen Lowell | 
| co- featured. Others tentatively cast | 
hare Florence Shirley and Ida Mulle. | 
| Piece will open cold on Broadway | 
' 


late in March. 
Another show by Dorfman 
shortly by 


may 
aiso be produced Arch 
Selwyn. 


| 
J 
i 
| 
| 


But 38 Stocks Running; 
New Low for All Time 


Operating stocks are down to be- 
low 40, first time that’s ever hap- 
| pened. About 38 companies are re- 
corded with no closing heard of | 
Saturday (12) a that at the} 
Majestic, N. Y. No closing event also | 
unusual, 

There are half a dozen openings 
listed for the next fortnight, but 
they are likely to be balanced by a |} 
similar number of closings. One 
of the opening troupes is the Mont- 
clair, Me de Warner 
Brothers are backing. Not the first 
time that town las had film-backed 
stock. 





company 


| Chicago, 


Hopkins- Barrymore Play 
Ethel Barrymore, 


instead of pro 


contract 
uNn- } 


piration of her Shubert 
|has committed herself to appeal 
}der Arthur aren ns, 

Hopkins will sti 

‘in ‘Encore,’ by 


* Miss Barrymore 
"Max Stei and 
| Sheridan Produc rl it 


October. 


| 


Gibney. 


Quit ‘Parade’ Over Cut 
Lawrence Gray is leaving 
‘The Laugh Parade’ 
week. He is to be replaced by 
understudy with the show. 

Gray’s assignments were light. | 
| but he rejected Wynn's proposal 
59° cut in salary. He cam 
tures. 


Fa 
this 


Wynn's 


an} 


ior a 


‘from pic 


SHUBERT, GUILD 


of 
groups patronizing Shubert attrac- 
| tions affecting 13 cities and an esti- 
mated 50,000 subscribers, 
being worked out, 
| the Guild and Shuberts, 


;} tion for out-of-town bookings, 
| will be incorporated 
i; hame, 
| Shubert and Erlanger bookings is 


| either 


| new combo, 


{as well as outsider elements. 


| 29 weeks, possibly more. 
Philadelphia and | 


|}expen 





a 


MERGING Lalo} 


~~ 


Guild Shows Play Syndi- 


| Japanese Actors Hide 
'|Erlangers Doesn’t Figure—} 





cate Stands and Shubert 
Attractions Circuit Own) 


Houses, but Local Audi- | Kabuki players are awaiting the | 
ences Combine — Affects 


50,000 Theatre-Goers 


BOOKING POOL MAYBE 


of the 
veut of town subscription audiences 
the Theatre and 


Final*details of a merger 


Guild local 


are now 
In addition to 
Broadway 


indie producers and Erlanger’s are 
affected. 
Under the set up, the two sub- 


scription audiences will be moulded 
into a new and distinct organiza- 
and 
under a new 
At present no pooling of 


contemplated, but it appears patent 
that the merger would be a strong 


|} influence in bringing such a move 


about. 

It is understood the Guild wields 
the balance of influence due to its 
control of its own groups as com- 
pared with the comparative in- 
dependence of the Shubert local 
units. 

Shuberts’ subscription allied 
groups are called the Professional 
Shows which the new 
outfit will take over to play to the 
combined time will not change their 
booking affiliations, but will play 
the Shubert or Erlanger 
houses as before, instead, however, 
| the same audience attending. This 
means that for a Guild produced 
show the audience will sit in an Er- 
langer theatre; for a Shubert pro- 
duced piece in the Shubert spot. 


| While there are several points that 


caused difficulties in lining up the 
the question of booking 


| affiliations presents the hardest nut 


to crack, 
Look-In for Outsiders 


At the beginning of the present 
season, the Guild extended its road 
arrangement to the taking in of 
shows produced by five outside in- 
dependent producers, including Gil- 
bert Miller, John Golden and Brock 
Pemberton, One reason for this 
was that the Guild was hard put 


to supply its road audiences with 
the number of promised produc- 
tions. 


As now being arranged, plays not 
alone produced by the two merging 
forces, but indies as well, will play 
the combined time. All shows will 
be chosen by a committee, after the 
fashion of the book of the month 
idea, with Shubert, Erlanger, Guild 
representatives on the committee 
Num- 
ber of shows the two agencies have 
been giving their audiences will be 
increased. Total time a play can 
stay out will be between 15 andj 
In some 
such as 
the Professional Players 


ceitlies, 


(Shubert ally) have been forcing 
the length of engagements. This 
will be modified. 


Erlanger Allegiance 
Guild has been booking with Er- 


jlanger’s for years. No change in 
this layout is expected, despite re- 
ports. Guild has been handling all 
subscription promotion from New 
York. New arrangement will be to | 
have permanent offices in each city | 
with a clientele. 


50-50 for 
Indie 


Dates will be played 
and house, as usual, 


show 


producers playing the time will pay 
| Cities on the subscription list are | 
Milwaukee, \as the lead in his production of ‘De- 


the new firm pro-rata share of the 


maintaining 
diences. 
Probably 


one of the first shows 


ses incurred in organizing and | 
the subscription au- | 


Shubert Co. Running in Red Again; 
Garrick, Chi, Sues for Back Rent 





Until War Blows Over 


March 14. 

New 
trou- 
child 


Los Angeles, 

Cancelled by the Belasco, 
York, through fear of racial 
ible, Simeon Gest’s Japanese 





blowing over of the Sino- Japanese | 
| tussle before venturing east. Troupe 
pooscm its American debut on the} 
coast two months ago. 


s 


ia few 


Simeon Gest has just been dis- | 


ich rged from the hospital after 
three weeks 


REED’S POP REVIVALS 
FOLD IN WEEK, 2 DAYS 


Carl Reed’s season of pop priced 
revivals came to an abrupt halt at 
the Majestic, New York, Saturday 
(12) after a week and two days of 
‘The Round-Up.’ Shortness of the 


bankroll and actors told to apply 
to Equity Monday to be paid off. 
Backer withdrew. 


It is proposed to resume if fresh 
money is secured by Reed. Easter 
Monday is set as the earliest date. 
House is in the hands of receivers 
who rented it to Reed, latter put- 
ting up $3,000 for the four walls 
for three weeks. 

Curtain Saturday evening was 
held until 9 o'clock until the stage 
hands got theirs. Reed had horse 
trouble, too, and the nags were not 
on the for the Indian scene, first 
act. Four horses appeared for the 
last act, however. 


Wee Wins Half Loaf 


Arbitrators’ decision in Equity’s 
action against O. E. Wee in connec- 
tion with his road tour of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ represents a part victory 
for Wee. Equity’s claim was for 
$1,500 of which $440 was allowed, 
but of which amount Wee actually 
only contested $240. 

The arbiters decided that in lieu 
of a two weeks’ notice he went from 
of the producer when he went from 
the six to eight performance basis, 
he pay the equivalent of two per- 
formances. 




















Shubert Producer Ally 
Dropped Like Leases 


Contract between 
and Bela Blau, independent legit 
producer, whereby he would pro- 
duce ‘The Mad Hopes’ with Shu- 
bert backing has been Cisaffirmed 
by the co-receivers. Blau is now 
getting the show together independ- 
ently. 

Blau-Shubert agreement was en- 
tered late in the summer of 1931. 





tne Shuberts 


tracts and leases 





returned from Florida, 


Eva Moore had been brought 
‘from California to play the lead, 
lwhich she now will do when Blau 


} 
produces alone. 


———_____— 


‘TOWER’ AT CARTHAY 





} 

Los Angeles, March 14, 

| ‘Black Tower,’ play by talph 
Murphy, goes into the Carthay 


Circle March 26 as ‘Murdered A¥ve’ 
| with 3ela Lugosi starred. 

| Arthur Collins is producting. 

| 





‘Reunion in Vienna.” This will not 
| be until next September, when the 
will under way. Guild 
berts will probably make an 


} scheme 
| 


and Shu 
announcement within a fortnight. 


get 


Chicago, St. Louis, 


Minneapolis, Cleveland, Detroit, 
| Pittsburgh, DPhiladelphia, Boston, 
Washington Cincinnati, Buffalo, | 


‘to play the combined time will be ! Baltimore. 


| last 
of nervous breakdown. | 


| 
| 
| 


| while net 


The Shuberts 


idvised to 


have been bluntly 


revise their ideas about 


show business, and change methods 


that are out-moded. That is the 
inside report of those who have 
been observing Shubert Theatre 


Corporation in receivership. 
The Shuberts are running in the 
red again. For a time the receiver- 


| ship was able to break even and for 


weeks there 
<o0o0d bank roll and 
deficit was wiped out. 
week only one attraction on 
made an apprec profit, 
earnings of the shows in 
Shubert theatres on Broadway, were 
inconsiderable. 

Last Friday (11) a meeting in the 
Woolworth building between the re- 
ceivers and the several committees 
representing the Shubert creditors 
was brief and adjourned for one 
week, with little or no discussion, 
It was said that Lee Shubert, co- 
receiver with the Irving Trust, made 
a reference suggesting his idea of a 
continuance of the receivership be- 
yond June 2, the time set by the 
court, and into next season. What 
his plan is, is a mystery. 


Creditors Ask Audit 


The committee representing inde- 
pendent bondholders applied to the 
court for a complete audit, from the 
time the Shubert corporation was 
formed. Estimated that such an au- 
dit would cost about $50,000, but 
there is no intimation as to who 
is to pay for it. The receivership is 
not interested in the matters prior 
to appointment by the court, their 
job being the conduct of the busi- 
ness from‘then on. Quite different 
is the bondholders’ interest. They 
want to know about all the transac- 
tions and verify the veracity of the 
claimed assets at the time the bonds 
were marketed and thereafter. 

Suggestions said to have been 
given the Shuberts included the idea 
of attracting the younger produc- 
ers, those whose more modern 
methods and ideas have attracted 
attention, How to corral those 
showmen may not be a simple prob- 
lem. Indicated that most will want 
guarantees of a definite nature, 


was a pretty 
the operating 
Understood 


tour iable 





Chicago, March 14, 

Garrick Building Corp., owner of 
the property which includes the 
Garrick theatre, has filed suit 
against Lee Shubert and the Irving 
Trust Company of New York, the 
latter trustee for the Shubert re- 
ceivership, for back rent. Amount 
mentioned in the complaint is $3,- 
750 due for the month of February 
plus $2,500 of notes signed by the 
Shuberts last summer in adjust- 
ing an old rental debt. 

Garrick landlord has set up the 
claim that the Trust company is li- 





j into 


| 


| 





| able for at least a year’s rent on the 
| property on the grounds that, as co- 
| receiver, it had previous to the de- 
| fault, countersigned the rent checks. 
Federal court in Illinois recently 
ruled that unless a receiver imme- 


Despite cancellation of other con- diately on taking over the affairs of 
no notice Wasia company cancels a lease obliga- 


given Blau of the disposition of the | tion the receiver may be held liable 
receivers until about three weeks | for a year’s rent. 


ago, shortly after Lee Shubert had | 


By countersign- 
ing the rent checks since stepping 
into the Shubert business, Irving 
Trust, the lessor contends, implied 
its willingness to continue under the 
terms of the lease, 

Garrick has been dark since Feb. 
27. No attraction is slated to come 
the house in the near future. 

Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Alvin, legit site which the Shu- 
berts have been operating under a 
pooling arrangement with Warners, 
returned to WB management last 
week as a@ result of Shubert re- 
ceivership. 

George M. Young remains as man- 
ager, with Shuberts merely serving 
as booking agents, 





BID FOR RICH COLD 





Walter Brooks’ deal for Irene Rich 


| votion’ by Elliott Lester went cold 
Wednesday (9). 

Producer is looking for another 
iname, Belle Bennett, maybe, 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





HOT-CHA 





larly scaled at $5.50 top, it should 
reach summer, but longer, question- 
able. 

First act aridity seemed present, 
snapping out of it toward the finish | 
in a brilliant fiesta scene. Perhaps | 
the book holds too close to the story, 
originally based on the exploits of 
Sid Franklin, Brooklyn's contribu- 
tion to Madrid’s bull fighters. It 
was merely an idea, for the bur- 
lesque matador of the show is any- 
thing but a hero. 

The distinct difference between 
the show and other musical leaders 
this season is that the others spar- 
kle with satire, while ‘Hot-Cha’ bids 
for laughs with travesty. A ques- 
tion of taste which route is tops. 
That applies both to story and book 
and lyrics, 

What is aimed at as the comedy | 
highlight has Bert Lahr, known as| 
Alky Schmidt, a night.club comic | 
but now claimed a kin of a great 
matador, preparing to enter. the bull 
ring at Mexico City, where the night 
club bunch had gone after their 
New York place had been closed by 
the feds. His pal, Hap Wilson, 
played by Lynne Overman, had just 
substituted a bottle of ‘nature's rem- 
edy; it works while you sleep,’ for 
something supposed to pep up the 
bull. The animal is given the wrong 
stuff and Alky takes a dose, too. 
That gives you the idea. Lew Brown 
conceived the measuring glass bitin 





‘Flying High,’ which Bert Lahr 
worked to a roar of laughter. Same 
combination again, not quite as 


funny. First comedy score had Lahr 
and Overman, too. It was a lesson in 
love, with Alky so dizzy that he 
kisses Hap, bringing quite a laugh. 
Overman, the smooth, light juvenile 
comedian, softens up what other- 
wise would be objectionable, It does 
seem, however, that Lahr is asked to 
deliver too much of the show’s fun. 

Plenty of players from Hollywood 
in the cast. Buddy Rogers is in for 
the male love interest, and he has 
the looks. Impression was that he 
is & dead-pan performer, a rep 
that never came from pictures. 
He hasn't a lot to do and is not 
using his versatile orchestra routine. 
Authors did not dv so well by him 
or he is given wrong kin1 of part. 
_Ziegsy was wise in rushing Lupe 
Velez in from the coast, for the little 
picture star is imbued with a flash- 
ing personality. On her first num- 
ber and dance, ‘Conchita,’ Miss Ve- 
lez scored, and from then stood out 
like a beacon. No doubt her night 
club experience figures in her pres- 
ent status. Marjorie White, out of 
legit to Hollywood and back again. 
hes the soubret assignment, running 
a distinct second. Also from Holly- 


wood is Miriam Batista, leading a 
number or two, but not outstand- 
ing. 

Song hit of the score looks like 


*You Can Make My Life a Bed of 
Roses,’ sung by June Knight and 
‘\ogers. Latter and Miss Velez war- 
bled ‘Say What I Wanna Hear You 
Say,’ another likely song winner, 
Comedy number by Lahr is ‘I Make 
Up for That in Other Ways.’ Lahr’s 
routine of muggery is his stock in 
trade, and there is plenty of it. 
Score not weighted with as many 
melodies expected from Brown and 
Henderson. 

Bob Connolly's 
dance manipulations 
fore toward the end of the first act. 


At that point two sets of floor danc- 


ensemble and 
came to the 





Mus comedy in two parts. Presented| of merry-go-round, the effect was 
at eld March 8. Ziegfeld produc- | 4 slight climax. On early in 
es ords and music by Lew Brow ithe second act, the De Marcos’ 
in with Mark Hellinger and H. Ss. | graceful evolutions again counted. 
Kra Dances staged by Bobby Connolly.| Pieanor Powell on next to closing 
noon L by a We — = Lin gilded pajamas, tapped her way 
; g “Ov nan, Mar Wh e| to a hit, 

Lede Ziegev at first figured on assem- 
shahnaert sted saa Pa b! ‘ flo of ! iets for the en- 
cevanpesas R Sed b ire plenty of 

hie al she atid be ee llondes there and in the ca Miss 

I i MacCloy 

Smit? verre ** "Marjorie White| Knight, Miss White, June McCloy. 
\ . Ju innigt \ feature are the Urban settings. 
—— < B H sav from floods of blue, some 
ck Ds } sets i reds, russets and 
seeeee D ro s for the Mexican scenes pro- 
; Granta... ee I fey ’ * | Viding war! in light and color. 

Ap. WIISON..+eeee soecvers » Overman| Staging of the book brought in 
Beoreke ep ot Sea Tart gy Mk — Edgar MacGregor when the show 
Three ubadorSc.ecee. Hernandez Brothers|reached Pittsburgh, where it had 
GHONTATME. ..- se eeeeveres ---John Fuleo| two big weeks. For sustaining the 
> apelin is eaprev pe Sens aS ro| Story such a good actor as Robert 
Doctor. iss bvecceveveese-Chas, La Torre} Gleckler is important. Program fea- 
RAMONG..+eerseeeee et eeenes Miriam Batista|/tures nearly the entire cast. An- 
MEANS. 00s cocorerece on ---Jules Epaily| other billing oddity does not name 

pier aN Flo Ziegfeld, but reads ‘Ziegfeld pro- 

The new Ziegfeld show, rather |duction of the Brown and Henderson 
long in the making, opened on a| musical comedy “Hot-Cha.”’ 

gid night The hope of the mak- | A finale not tried before went on 
ers and sponsors was that the pa-|/the first night and was taken out. 
trons ($16.50 downstairs) would not;Show was put back in much the 
sit on their hands. They were in- | same shape as in Washington and 
clined to do so, however, and; while | before the end of the week was 
‘Hot-Cha’ glories in color and}rated a much better’ entertain- 
rhythm, there was a reason, pre-} ment. Ibee. 
miere show not being quite up to _—_—— 
out-of-town reports and the some- 
what fabulous advance sale. Regu- NIGHT OVER TAOS 


circle of girls and the De Marcos 
spinning around the outside, a sort 





three acts. 
March 9 by 


Drama in 
48th Street 


Presented at the 
the Group Theatre, 


Written by Maxwell Anderson. Staged by 
Lee Strasberg. 

Indian Slave..... eeccebicvcetec Robert Lewis 
Doma Vera.ccoccccccccccsecses'e Mary Morris 
Valeria... .cccccsccceseseses Virginia Farmer 
Maria.....es eocese 6600008608800 Paula Miller 
Raquel...--+.. scscccecosecs s Margaret . Barner 
Conchita...ccesceseeesee-Gertrude Maynard 
NUNB. cc cccvcececcegvccscceses Phoebe Brand 
UM ese 066000660000 eeeee- Eunice Stoddard 
Carlota..«e.. eeereeessereres Dorothy Patten 
TistinA..ccesses eseceses Sylvia Fenningston 
BFABO. oc cccccveccccscccccrese Friendly Ford 
Dona Josefa...... bocesccecre seen AGT 
Father Martinez..........Morris Carnovsky 
Diana....ccsce Coceoecevccecsere Ruth Nelson 
hs... . Setabees eecccecces Harry Bellaver 
Federico...... ccccccoceeteoes- Franchot Tone 
MATCICO..cccccecs eosveccesesbierbert Ratner 
Captain Mumford..ccccccsecssesed Art Smith 
Don Hermanod....ecreeesss+- Lewis Leverett 
Don Migue!}..... eccoesees.. Hanford Meisner 
POMP. cccecces Covecescccercetees Walter Coy 
pS eee eeceeececcccces Gerrit Kraber 
Pablo Mont Becccce J. Edward Bromberg 
AMNGTOR. cccccocd eccesssseClement Wilenchick 
Don Fernando. .ccosesseeeees-- Luther Adler 
Don Mario..... esecseccesessF hilip Robinson 
BEMROO. «btcanne e ° $6806660 Clifford Odets 
Pirst .Trappers.cececssce eeeees William Challee 
Second Trapper.............-Grover Burgess 


The Group Theatre, which had the 
aid of the Theatre Guild but claimed 
now to be on its own, offers a third 
production this season. ‘Night Over 
Taos’ as good a production as 
‘The House of Connolly,’ if not more 
skillful and certainly more striking. 
The mistake called ‘1931’ has been 
forgotten. However, while ‘Taos’ is 
thoroughly creditable, its box office 
chances are quite doubtful, 

The new drama is historical, set in 


is 


what is now the state of New Mex- 
ico in 1847. That indicates that 


Maxwell Anderson has becomé stu- 
dious, his latest writing being a far 
ery from the collaborative ‘What 
Price Glory’ and for instance ‘Sat- 
urday’s Children,’ ‘Night Over Taos,’ 
With all its color and conflict with- 
out and within the home of the 
city’s elderly but dominant warrior, 
is given to long speeches and too 


those closest to him to gain his way. 
No easy assignment, this character- 
ization of an old man of such mental 
and physical power. Franchot Tone 
as Federico, Morris Carnovsky as a 
priest, Walter Coy, as Felipe, Stella 
Adler as Josefa, the discarded third 
wife, and Margaret Barker, who 
made a smaller part stand out by 
her soft, appealing voice, are among 
a band who played earnestly. 

One setting strikingly designed 
and carried out well suits this un- 
usual play, which should draw at- 
tention though it does not financial- 
lly click. Ibee. 


MONEY IN THE AIR 


Mystery play in three acts presented 
at the Ritz March 7 by Frank Rowland; 
written by Thetta Quay Franks; Vera 
Allen and Hugh Buckler featured; staged 
by Arthur Sircom, 


ROMIng. cccves ecccccevece MAOFace Polloc!) 
Petriols.cccoevtewedseedeee Frank Harvey 
Penelope Worthington........Vera Allen 
Mrs. Courtney Manners, 

Katherine Stewart 
MEOMTY Wels ci accccdeces Joaquin Souther 
Colonel Jim Barton....... Hugh Buckler 
BON DOMsni<seceese «e--Cynthia Rogers 


sarry Derreau....e...e-Frederic Forman 
Arthur Hamilton.......Gordon Richards 
Murphy. ccccceccccceses Todd 
Billy. ccccccccccscccecses- Richard Skinner 





Another addition to the welter of 
mystery plays since New Year's. 
‘Money in the Air’ is no improve- 
ment on the average and therefore 
won’t do better than the 
meaning a short engagement. 
The middle-aged authoress, Thetta 
Quay Franks, has done a fair writ- 
ing job, but the play itself rather 
belongs with the mysteries of half 
a dozen years or so back. Frank 
Rowland, who backed the produc- 
tion, is said to be from Boston and 


a friend of Miss Franks of long 
standing. 
First act had something, but 


others, | 


Plays Abroad 





Durand, Francais Moyen 


(‘Durand, Average Frenchman’) 
Paris, Feb. 27. 
Play in four acts by Jean Gultton. Pro- 
duced and staged by Edmond Roze at the 
Folies Wagram, Paris. Cast: Jacques 
Baumer, Pacquall, Suzet Mais, Joffre, Ed- 
mond Roze, Robert Andelin, Janine Leizer. 


7 





Unsuccessful and threatening to 


| jeopardize the standing of Edmond 


| Roze as a producer. 
| good 


| 
| 


} 


| screen. before each act. 


} 
} 





shortly after the second act curtain 
rose interest started to fade. Not 
that the person who fired the fatal | 
shot was not screened. Comic de- 
tectives conducted the examination 
in the Worthington home on Long 
Island during the last act. The 
dicks worked out several motives 
applying to as many characters. 
Two or three finally confess, since 
there are several shots fired. And for 
the final solution, the real marks- 
man figured to have a cinch to 
prove self defence. 

Penelope is a wealthy heiress. 
She loves Colonel Jim Barton, her 
attorney, a@ man who declares he 
would never marry a rich woman 
for the reason he would just be an 
incident. The girl has been search- 
ing for her lost nephew, who, as an 
infant, disappeared in a shipwreck. 
As the missing boy is heir to half 
the fortune, her real object is that 
if the lad is found, there will be no 
bar to Jim marrying her. 

A San Francisco lawyer who he:d 
the key to the secret arrives with 
the boy and demands half a mil- 
lion. The boy knows him as a 
swindler. A neighboring author 
has even a greater grievance, the 
man having broken up his home 
and framed him for forgery. The 
boy doesn’t want the estate and 
attempts to burn the papers. In a 
scuffle, with lights out, the shots 
ring out. 

The playing and direction are 
rather good. The -gweet smiling 
Vera Allen was attractive and con- 
vincing as Penelope. Hugh Buck- 
ler, featured along with her, is the 
manly and plausible Jim Barton. 
Cynthia Rogers okay in the in- 
genue roles. Frederic Forman is a 
likeable lad. 

Arthur Sircom did the staging 
and he seems to be in line for more 





many stretches of quiet. It does not 
permit levity and it seemed like 
the enactment of a book. 

Pablo Montoya is 60, with grown 
sons to fight by his side. He has 
discarded his third wife, Josefa, who 
still resides in the house and is 
about to wed Diana, who is 20 and 
loves Felipe, one of the sons, 

The territory has just been lopped 
off from the mother county, Mexico, 
and the landowners, led by Montoya, 
have gone to fight the gringo Ameri- 
cans. Caught in a pass, report has 
it that Pablo is dead. Federico 
elder son bargains with an Ameri- 
can trapper, feeling that, with his 


father gone, the struggle cannot 
continue. So half the estate .is 
signed away. 

But old Pablo isn’t dead. The 
moment he enters his home he 
knows something is amiss. He or- 
ders the wedding to proceed, and 
before the night is over finds out 


about the deal Federico had made. 
Pablo has him chained to a tree and, 
when he suspects his son of an af- 
fair with Diana, plunges a dagger 


through his heart. The old savage 
then discovers it is Felipe that 


Diana loves, and pours out a lethal 
drink, either to quaff it. Instead he 
drinks it himself, with the dying 
realization that he is making way 
for the new regime, the new fash- 
ions—his way of saying the parade 
has passed him. 

The play is generously 
and the excellence of Lee 
| berg’s staging is again a 
When the peons and their women 


peopled, 
Stras- 
factor. 





eo 


rs followed each other, and to ex- 
: 
Pi 


cellent purpose. First came Velez! 
and Yolanda with a tango, then the} 
De Marcos (Antonio and Renee) 
With the first named team within : 











folk are in a panic, the expressions 
1; of fear and excitement are conveyed 
and offstage effects. 


; by movement 
J EFdward Bromberg is the proud, 

| 

Aap 


fighting Pablo Montova, who would 
ljerind under heel and steel even 
Pe ee a 2 o 


assignments. He is credited also 
with the successful pace of ‘Spring- 
time for Henry. However, there 
have been so many mystery mellers 
around of late that the playgoers 
seem to be selling them short.Jbee. 


— 


The Warrior’s Husband 


Comedy in three acts by Julian Thomp- 
son, presented by Harry Moses. Directed 
by Burk Symon. Settings and costumes 
by Woodman Thompson. At the Morosco, 
New York, March 11, §$8 top. 

Buria. cccccccccsecvoccsccesssharriet Eells 
Caustica cevcocscccccccecee-bertha Pelmore 
Heroica cecccosescccsesses Dorothy Walters 
Pomposia eoveseedane Wheatley 
Hippolyta ecceesesIrby Marshal 
Sapiens .ccosccovcessesesseehomney Brent 
Antiope ..ceoeeeceess+-Katharine Hepburn 
Theseus ...esceseeseeColin Keith-Johnston 
HOME? «ws cocccccdccccceeseseseexs DON Beddoe 
Hercule® ccccccsccescasescesseesssAl Ochs 
Herald. ccccccccsvecspecccccceeek orter Hall 





ee 
Ceeeeetoone 





A travesty that might make sus- 
tained merriment for a 15-minute 


vaudeville act has here been 
stretched out into three acts of a 
jumble of ideas, part musical 
comedy book gags, part spoof at 


a little with rather rowdy humor, 
and altogether a concoction that 
won't do for more than a brief stay) 
on Broadway. 








Inspiration may have come from 
the success of ‘Lysistrata’ which 
demonstrated that a comedy of 
ancient Greek background could be 
made commercial theatre. This bit 
of buffoonery has the ancient Greek 
atmosphcre in settings and costum- 
ing and deals with the mythological 
legend of Hercules’ adventure into 
the land of the Amazons in per- 
formance of the labor of bringing 


of the lady soldiers. 
Nothing the matter with the idea 





(Continued on page 52) 


Play, despite 
acting, is unsuitable, being 
depressing war reminiscences at a 
time when people.are only willing 
to. pay money to be entertained. 

Original part of the play consists 
of a picture prologue thrown on the 
This takes 
place respectively in 1914, 1916, 1918 
and 1932. Picture shots, partly 
from newsreels, show life as it was 
at the different periods, with com- 
ments suitable to substantiate the 
play’s import, that the men who 
fought the war were suckers who 
were taken advantage of by stay- 
at-homes war profiteers. 

Play lacks relief, except a single 
funny bit done by an old fogey, 
who. gives a lesson in strategy to 
a charwoman. Play, title of which 
is the. equivalent .of ‘Smith—the 
Man in the Street,’ shows the 
owner of a hairdressing parlor as 
the average Frenchman. It shows 
him being enthusiastically mobil- 
ized in 1914, with his wife begin- 


ining to forget him in 1916, desert- 


ing him in 1918. MHeroics are for- 
gotten and everyday difficulties ac- 
cumulating.in 1932, War scenes 
have been mercifully omitted. Four 
acts take place in the same hair- 
dressing parlor set. 

The one bright spot in the play 
is the acting, which is very good 
all round. Jacques Baumer as Du- 
rand has excessive work: thrown on 
him, with Pasquali as a French 
doughboy and Joffre as the stay- 
at-home Frenchman excellent sup- 
port. Suzet Mais is quite good as 
the forgetful wife, and Janine 
Liezer does very well a bit as the 
parlor’s cashier. Mazi, 


7. . . 
Le Rapide de Minuit 
(‘The Last Mile’) 

Paris, March 7. 
acts and a prolog, 
by Paul Nusser from 
Play. At the Nouvel- 
Ambigu, Paris. March 1. Stars Georges 
Colin; also J. Clarene, Rivers. Cadet, A. 
Varennes and others. 

Nicely done and acted. Doesn't 
get much reaction from local audi- 
ences, who have seen the worst at 
the Grand Guignol, in the way of 
horror plays; and, as far as Ameri- 
can prisons are concerned, they 
have been spoilt by the ‘Big House.’ 

To make the play locally under- 
standable, a short prolog before a 
black curtain has been added show- 
ing a prisoner handing a manu- 
script to his mother before, un- 
known to her, he goes to the chair. 

Play staged by E. Couvelaire 
shows a row of cells in the death 





A drama in three 
adapted in French 
John Wexley’s 


house, practically repeating the 
American set. 
Short engagement probable. 
Mazi, 





Vor Sonnenuntergang 
(‘Before Sundown’) 


Berlin, Feb. 27. 

Play in four acts by Gerhart Haupt- 
mann, Direction Max Reinhardt. Scenery 
Ernst &chuette. Cast: Werner Krauss, 
Mathias Wiemann, Hans  Brauscwetter, 
Eleonora Mendelssohn, Kaethe Haack, 
Oskar Sima, Maria Koppenhoefer, Eduard 
von Winterstein, Paul Otto, Paul Henck- 
els, Max Guelstorff, Ludwig  Stoessel, 
Jakob Sinn, Helene Fehdmer, Helene Thi- 
mig, Paul Biensfeldt, Fritz Alberti, Hein- 
rich Marlow, Hans Oberlaender, Josef 
Weinau. At Deutches Theatre, Berlin, 

A notable premiere. Members of 
the Government, foreign diplomats, 
artists and authors, and the intel- 
lectual and artistic prominents were 
present for ‘Before Sunset’ by the 
German poet, the 70-year-old Ger- 
hart Hauptmann. 

Gerhart Hauptmann seems to in- 
tend to put the closing touch to his 
great list of works with this last 
drama, 

He writes in a time when all val- 
ues are shifting, and everybody feels 
something impending in a disturbed 
world. 

The Hauptmann play deals with 
the drama of the love of a 70-year- 
old man and a 19-year-old girl. The 





|old man, a brilliant editor, is father 
modern femininism and all seasoned | 


of two daughters, of whom one is 
married and her osusband manager 
in the publishing company, The 
other daughter has nursed him ina 
serious illness after the death of his 
wife. Besides there are two sons, 
one married, and a professor of the 
university. The other, 22 years old, 
is the only child resembling him in 
his ways. 


All children are against the love 


|of their father for the young. girl, 
| partly in fear of losing the love of 


back the girdle of Hippolyta, Queen | father loses, 


i 


their father, partly in fear of losing 
their large inheritance, Here starts 
the fight in which at the end the 
but in his death wins 
over his children from their selfish- 


ness. 


The new play shows again, after 


weaker works like ‘Dorothea Anger. 
mann,’ the great poet Hauptmann 
greatly influencing the development 
of the European drama, 

‘Before Sum et’ is a unique and 
thrilling drama, which will prove its 
great merit perhaps even more 
abroad than here in Germany. The 
love of the old man for the young 
girl developed with the subtlest 
art of Hauptmann and the convinc- 
ing and stirring acting of Werner 
Krauss. It is important to mention 
that only the best actors can make 
this stirring drama _ convincing, 
therefore its success in the German 
provinces anf abroad is conditional. 

Even the most neutral observer 
will admit that this performance in 
the Deutsches theatre was an event. 
The. director, Max Reinhardt, was 
entirely in his element and assem- 
bled a group of important actors to 
give the play a vital human quality, 
The way Reinhardt lays his founda- 
tion in the first, somewhat long act, 
and then enlivens it by details is 
masterly. Each figure, even the 
smallest, is alive. Helene Thimig, 
the leading woman; is. excellent, 
Kaethe Haack does well as the wife. 
Maria Koppenhoefer impresses by 
her biting comedy, Mathias Wie- 
mann sometimes cramped, Hans 
Brausewetter, Paul Otto, Eduard 
von Winterstein, Oskar Sima, Lud- 
wig Stoessel, Paul Biensfeld and 
Helene Fehdmer throughout are 
naturally believable. But above all 
is Krauss. Germany’s greatest liv- 
ing actor often touches the mys- 
teries of really great art. The play 


is 


is bound to be a great success in 
Berlin. Magnus. 
Paris, Feb. 21. 
A three-act comedy by Sacha Guitry. 
Presented by Trebor and Brigon at the 
Theatre Michel, February 13. In _ cast: 
Pierre Fresnay, Rene Blancard, Madeleine 
Lambert, Alerme, Saturnin-Fabre, and 


others. 





A revival of an old comedy by 
Sacha Guitry, which has a third act 
keeping the audience roaring from 
beginning to end, and holds big pos- 
sibilities for a four-reeler, or even 
shorter. 

It’s the story of a young man 
shown in the first act leaving his 
industrialist father’s house, because 
latter won’t let him follow his stage 
vocation, and in the second act get- 
ting a temporary job as a substitute 
for a tragedian who has no under- 
study and has suddenly been taken 
sick, The third, and really funny 
act, which is in the best Sacha 
Guitry vein, shows on the stage the 
tragedy as represented in the the- 
atre, and in one of the boxes as 
plants, the mother and father of the 
young tragedian who want to see 
their son get to fame, and frequent- 
ly interrupting. Play itself shows 
the young man as a medieval knight 
rescuing a queen from a nasty old 
husband, forgetting his lines, sub- 
stituting all sorts of meaningless 
poetry. He ends the play by win- 
ning the girl for good, though she 
is the real wife of the actor king, 
after he already had made love to 
her in the wings. 


Pierre Fresnay, who does the 
young actor, is excellent, and Satur- 
nin-Fabre as the father, exceedingly 
funny, with Madeleine Lambert 
good support as the queen. Alerme 
does his usual comedy, as the de¢ 
crepit king. Maxi, 


IL ETAIT UNE FOIS 


(‘Once Upon a Time’) 
Paris, Feb. 23. 


Play in three acts and six tableaux by 
Francis de Croisset. Produced by Edmond 
Sayag at the Ambassadeurs, Paris, Feb. 12. 
Patrick Farway.....cccesssesess.Debucourt 





Beddington ....sccccccccescosess+- sean-Max 
BO DGG cc cccccpcccecoccosne eADGTS DUNOSS 
BOD. ccccce 0606.60006600000008000 cRmeUD. EEE 
Dr. Samndw0d...cccccccesceessesese® Mauloy 


Mary and Ellen.........++++++Gaby Morlay 
A hit. Story is as plain relaxation 
as a fairy tale, but scores, due to the 
excellent acting and the fine way the 
play has been done by Sayag, who 
this time has made a decided effort 
to lift the hoodoo from the Ambas- 
sadeurs. Play is a natural for pic- 
tures. 

he play is a slightly modernized 
rewrite of an old play by Francis de 


Croisset, titled ‘The Claw and the 
Wing,’ of which the English lan- 
guage rights are held by A. H. 
Woods, who himself assigned the 


picture rights—then silent—to Irvin 
Marks of Paris. Talker rights, of 
course, didn’t exist when ‘Claw and 
Wing’ was produced, and belong to 
Francis de Croisset. ne 
Whether the scene of plastic sur- 
gery in the play is original or in- 
spired by Emerson Clift’s ‘Scotland 
Yard,’ done on Broadway, is open to 
doubt, though in this case the pa- 
tient is a woman. Play could be 
speeded up in places, with Francis 
de Croisset often sacrificing tempo. 
The sets py Bertin are excellent. 
Iirst shows an office of a London 
agency. Next a doctor’s consulting 





room, and the closing tableau of the 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Sions of Bettering, but Holy Wk. Will 


Retard Spurt; ‘Event’ $11,000 in N. Y. 


a + 


Jusiness among Broadway legit 
houses appears to have hit the low 


for the income tax-Lenten period, 
parring Holy Week (starting next 
Monday). That indication is based 
on grosses of the past two weeks, 
which have not greatly varied 
enough shows were in cellar 
anvhow. 

While some attractions did slip 
back a bit, and the leaders were 
included, the week-end totals were 
excellent figures. Last week at 


least two shows actually showed in- 
ereases. They are of 
erop. ‘Riddle Me This’ claimed a 
$1,000 jump, getting more than $11,- 


the newer 


500, while ‘Blessed Event’ turned in 
a neat $11,009. 
The big money for the week was 


drawn by ‘Hot-Cha’ at the Ziegfeld. 
Starting with a $12,900 opening 
night house, with prices topped at 
$16.50, the gross for first seven per- 
formances went to $49,000. That 
tells the story more definitely than 
the reviews, Which were not so good. 
‘Face the Music’ is now in. second 
position, with $38,000 grossed last 
week, latter half being big. ‘Of Thee 


I Sing’ does not vary and beats 
$30,000 weekly. All three leading 
musicals have substantial agency 


buys, the brokers suffering on some 
nights if the shows do not. ‘Vani- 
ties’ broke badly upon removal to 
the 44th Street, and continuance 
through spring looks doubtful. 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ and ‘Animal 
Kingdom’ were slightly under $20,- 
009, with ‘Counsellor at Law’ and 


‘There's Always Juliet’ standing up | 


best among better non-musicals. 
Guild’s ‘Yellow River’ getting sub- 
scription money, while 
Becomes Electra’ is slipping and due 
out soon 

Last week's premieres outside of 
‘Hot-Cha’ looked doubtful, although 
‘The Warrior’s Husband,” a late 
week entry at the Morosco, not 
definitely rated; ‘Night Over Taos’ 
got very little after first night aat 
the 48th St.; ‘Money in Air’ ditto at 
the Ritz; ‘A Night with Barrie,’ re- 
vivals, drew attention at the Play- 
house, but another revival, ‘The 
Round-Up,’ opened and closed at 
the Majestic. ‘Child of Manhattan’ 
is expected to stick it out at the 
Fulton, although first full week was 
less than $5,000. 

Only opening this week is a re- 
vue in the Village called ‘What's It 
To You?’ in for two weeks. But one 
show listed next week, ‘A Few Wild 
Oats,’ at the Forrest. <A flock of 
tries is carded for Easter week (28): 
‘Birth,’ Selwyn; ‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort; 
‘Wise Girl,’ Avon; ‘Intimate Rela- 
tions,’ Ambassador; ‘Blackbirds of 
1932,’ Liberty; ‘The Decoy, (new), 
Danger Line,’ ‘Happy Landing,’ 
theatres to be announced, and 
‘Black Soul,’ Provincetown. 

‘Trick for Trick’ moved from the 
Harris to the Cohan and figures to 
improve. Added closings Saturday: 
‘The Inside Story,’ National; 
“Marching By,’ 46th Street, and 
‘Black Tower,’ Ambassador. ‘Hay 
Fever’ stops at the Avon this week. 
Several shows shut down Saturday 
and resume Easter. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Black Tower,’ Ambassador. Closed 
last Saturday after playing nine 
weeks; mild money mystery piece 
opened at Harris. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (6th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Climbed against 
the downward trend: unusual im- 
provement; used but little cut rates 
where allotments were quickly sold; 
$11,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (23d week) 
(M-1,416-$4.40). Going into its 
sixth month operetta still turning 
some profit with last week's pace 
estimated over $20,000. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Fulton (3d 
week) (C-913-$3). May go along 
beyond Easter but business disap- 
we: first full week under $5,- 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth 
(20th week) (C-1,041-$3). Not much 
under Lenten level last week at 


$16,500; should easily last through 
season. 

‘Cynara,’ Shubert (20th week) 
(CD-1,395-$3). Cut rate deal ac- 


companied switch here from smaller 
Moroseco; eased off under $16,000 
last week. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(5th week) (M-1,702-$5.50). After 
dip earlier last week steadied to big 
attendance with the takings $38,000. 


‘Few Wild Oats,’ Forrest. Post- 
poned. 

‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (12th week) 
(C-830-$3). Final week; lays off 
next week then to road with Boston 


first stand; off fately; about $4,000. 
‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (2nd week) 
(M-1,622-$5.50). With a first night 
top of $16.50 first seven perform- 
ances drew about $49,006, despite 
mixed notices: new gross leader. 
‘Left Bank,’ Little (24th week) 
(D-539-$3). Company on percent- 
age basis: explains operating 
around $5,000 pace lately; for 
road after another week. 
‘Marching By, 46th St. 
drawn last Saturday 
less than two weeks. 
‘Money in the Air,’ Ritz (2d week) 


Te 
aue 


With- 


after playing 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 


| holding up well at the Geary with a 
j; neat 


‘Grand Hotel,’ $12,000, 
Second Frisco Week 


San Francisco, March 14, 

‘First Mrs. Fraser’ is the only new 
piece on the boards, and is drawing 
class business but not much of it to 
the Curran. Show has drawn good 
notices from the dailies and about 
$6,000 worth of carriage trade. 

Second week of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
$12,000 in the box office. 
Two new ones coming up, ‘Luck) 





CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 











O—operetta. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 
(D-945-$3). Opened last week to 


mild notices; chances for 
mystery play in doubt. 


*‘Moon in Yellow River,’ Guild (3rd 


newest 


week) (CD-914-$3). Guild’s Irish 
play may develop appeal, but so fai 
limited to subscribers; $14,000 


mostly from that source. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Alvin 
(21st week) (D-1,327-$4). O’Neill’s 
latest long play (5.30 curtain) may 
leave for road shortly after Easter; 
last week slipped to $11,500. 

‘Night Over Taos,’ 48th St. (2nd 
week) (D-969-$3). Opened middle 
of last week with lean takings there- 
after; doubtful of making grade. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (12th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Musical hit 
continues capacity and figured 
one of current shows to go 
through summer; $30,000 and 
over, 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
week) (C-1,168-$3). 
has felt the slump, but holds to re- 
rarkable grosses for this season: 


to 
few 
next 


3eck (18th 
Comedy leader 





‘Mourning | 


last week bit under $20,000. 
*Riddle Me This,’ John Golden 4th 
week) (C-900-$3). Stands out bet- 
ter than nearly all shows of recent 
arrival; jumped above $11,500. 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou (14th 
week) (F-605-$3). Has been down 


| around $7,000; should do better after 


Easter and will probably _ stick 
through spring. 
‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 


hurst (10th week) (C-1,118-$3). One 
of the season’s best things; class 
comedy getting great money; ap- 
proximating $20,000. 

‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (11th 
week) (D-1,067-$3). One week more 
and then to road; said to be out of 
the red and road chances good; 
about $9,000. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ 
week) (C-946-$3). Slipped in past 
month or so, but held to $10,000 
again last week; can make money 
at that pace. 

‘The Inside Story,’ National. With- 
drawn Saturday; played three weeks 
to surprisingly mild money. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(19th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Should 
last through season and may make 
the summer period; last week rated 
around $23,000, 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Empire 
(5th week) (C-1,099-$3). Drawing 
like comedy thoroughbred it is; ap- 
proximated $13,500 last week; small 
cast play a cinch for profit. 

‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ Morosco 
(2d week) (C-893-$3). Opened late 
last week; regarded a laugh show 
but notices under expectations; bet- 
ter line after this week. 


Miller (17th 


‘Trick for Trick,’ Cohan (5th 
week) (D-1,400-$3). Moved here 
from Harris Monday and should 


climb with cut rate support; about 
$5.500 last week. 

‘Vanities,’ 44th St. (30th week) 
(R-1,463-$3). Tough going for for- 
mer heavy gross revue; estimated 
under $14,000; lays off most of next 
week (Holy Week) resuming Easter 
Monday. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (98th week) (D-1,090-$3). Sold 
for pictures and out in the clear; 
still operating to profit; $9,000 or 
better last week. : 

Other Attractions 

‘Night With Barrie,’ Playhouse; 
revivals with Laurette Taylor drew 
wide attention; 2d week. 

‘What's It to You,’ Provincetown: 
intimate revue opens Thursday (17). 

‘The Round-Up,’ Majestic; re- 
vival at $1 top suddenly closed 
Saturday. 











Engagements 

June Collyer, ‘Birth.’ 

Marian Burns, Bruce MacFar- 
lane, Ruth Abbott, Kate Pier Romer, 
Robt. Vivian, Gertrude Quinlan, 
Burton Mallory, Hugh Rennie, ‘In- 
timate Relations.’ 


Willard Dashiell, Shirling Oliver, 
Mary Emerson, ‘Decoy.’ 

Robt. Allen, ‘A Few Wild Oats.’ 
Nana Bryant, ‘Angels Don’t Kiss.’ 
Katherine Wilson, Gilbert Emery, 


untitled comedy. 





Chi Wants ‘Louder’ 


Chicago, March 14. 
Harry Minturn is in New York, 
arranging for a Chicago date of 
‘Louder, Please’ comedy by Norman 
Krasna. 
Show was produced in New York 
by A. L. Jones and Manny Wolf. 
cast can be obtained will be 


as 





ured. 


jrow (15) at Erlanger’s Columbia for 
|} two weeks, and Colleen Moore com- 
ing into Duffy's Aleazar March 21] 
in ‘Cc 


Understend as many of the original | 


Day,’ colored show, opening tomor- 


h Mouse ° 


‘RACKETEER’ ON 
$12,000 WEEK, OUT 





Philadelphia, March 14, 

For the first time in a month there 
are indications of strong légit trade 
here this week. 

Katharine Cornell's ‘The Barretts 
of Wimpole Street,’ although not 
sold out clean in advance here as in 
; Washington, is almost sure to do 
| two capacity weeks at the Forrest, 
jand George White’s ‘Scandals,’ al- 
though playing way up at the inac- 
Metropolitan Opera house, 

strong advance. Single 





cessible 
also has 
week only. 
Last week was miserable, with 
both shows in town folding Satur- 
day. ‘If Booth Had Missed’ played 
three weeks at the Chestnut as sixth 


and final offering for the year on 
Professiona] Players’ subscription 
program. It was second of their 


offerings in three seasons unable to 
make the grade for allotted four 
weeks. Got $7,500 in first week, bet- 
ter than $8,500 in second and about 
$6,000 in third. No reason why it 
couldn't have been held, even with 
small loss for fourth, but Shubert 
receivers understood to have balked. 
Subscribers get refund. 

Queenie Smith's ‘Little Racketeer’ 
very sad at Forrest, with not over 
$12,000 on week. Ended tour here. 

Cornell's play only offering over 
Holy Week, but three shows are set 
for Easter Monday, with two more 
likely. Cohan’s new one, ‘Confiden- 
tial Service,’ comes to Broad; Mask 
and Wig show, ‘Ruff Neck,’ to Gar- 
rick, and ‘Bluebird,’ Russian revue, 


Only 5 Loop Holy 


Week Shows; 


Wagon’ $29,000; ‘Faces’ $23,500 





Gillette’s Low $3,000 
In 4 Minn’p'l’s Shows 


‘Girls From Reno’ did only around 
$2,200 for at the 
Gayety, aided by professional wres- 
tling Friday night. 


SCANDALS’ SOLO WK. 
IN BOSTON, $45,000 


stock burlesque 


Boston, Mareh 14, 
George White booked his ‘Scan- 
dals’ for week's stay at the Opera 
House and Saturday night found 
him with $45,000 in the till. Police 


reserves were needed for the crowd 


that stormed the matinees. 

S.iaw’s play in the last stanza not 
so hot. This week finds’ only 
Blanche Yurk2 in repertory at the 


Hollis for the legit followers. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Scandals,’ Boston Opera House. 

Capacity at $45,000 for one week. 
‘Social Register,’ Tremont Single 
week's stay good at $12,000. 
‘Too True to Be Good,’ Colonial. 
Final of two weeks down to $15,000 
‘Hedda. Gabler,’ Hollis. Blanche 
Yurka’s repertory fair at 35,000. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


Untitled play by Crane Wilbur for 
production by J. A. Greenberg as 
his first show, Douglass Montgom- 
ery the probable lead. 

‘What’s It to You,’ intimate re- 
vue, is to be shown at the Province- 








to Locust, which is now devoted to 
arty bookings of drama, dance and 
music. Chestnut and Forrest almost 
certain to get shows, 


RITZY RESORT STOCK 


John Harkrider is shaping up a 
summer stock for Montauk Point, 
L. L, a society resort. Harkrider is 
art director for Florenz. Ziegfeld. 

Understood the proposal is for 
straight dramatic shows, with the 
last production of the season to be 
a musical. 


Cast Changes . 


Eric Blore for Ernest Thesiger 
in the road co. of ‘Devil Passes.’ 

yerald Kent replaces Dan Jar- 
ret in ‘Riddle Me This,’ during the 
latter’s illness. 





town theatre (17). First time in the 
history of the house it has given 
stage room to a musical. 

‘Why Don’t You Go Back?’ by 
Montague Glass and Dan Jarrett, 
will be put into work by John Gold- 
en for spring production. Cast not 
yet selected. 

‘Intimate Relations’ opens March 
21 in Newark for Henry Forbes. 
Comes to the Ambassador, N. Y. 
March 28 week. 

‘High Spots,’ will be Vincent Yoa- 
man’s next. Authored by Ring 
Lardner and with Jack Osterman as 
lead. After Sophie Tucker, too. 


Ahead and Back 





Dayton Stoddart, p.a., Phil Ad- 
ler, back, ‘Danger Line.’ 

Arthur McHugh, p.a., ‘Wise 
Girl.’ 





| Chicago, 
| Legit 





14, 
exits 


March 


list, with three 


bunched last week, has been clipped 


Minneapolis, Mars 14. ito four dramas and one musical. 

Sub-zero temperature and the de- | Exodus of Fred Stone's ‘Smiling 

| pression has been making the Seine} paces’ from the Grand Saturday 
tougher. | ) . let 

Four nig] of William Gillette | (12) threw a blanket of complete 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ brought the Met- | darkness over tl five local houses 
ropolitan only around $3,000 Next | remaining in the Shubert-operated 

“ac by 7 Qui * not d u | : . : . > 
attraction, Crazy & ; te UN- | string. Situation will prevail for 
til March 27. } ae 

Critics ind eustomers lavished | the next two weeks, or until ‘Every- 
praise on ‘The Vinegar Tree’ by the| body’s Welcome’ bows into the 
Bainbridge stock, but in the face Of] Apollo (26). 

» frig blasts 1 gross could ; . 
the rigid - en Dull takings were consistent all 
not get above $2 OUU, evel with the . 
help of cut rates }along the line last week until the 


Wednesday performances when al- 


|} most everyone of the spots went 
|into a nice spurt of activity. Re- 
j|covery from the doldrums was 


| helped by a break in the spell of 
] 


near-zero weather which had fas- 
| tened itself on the town the pre- 
Saturday. Looks like a 


vious 
| struggle for the surviving 
| of attractions until the 
days. 

‘Band Wagon’ made little head- 
way for its third and final week at 


quintet 
Easter holi- 


the Illinois, collecting not quite 
$29,000 for the stanza. ‘Smiling 
Faces’ fared much better for its 


pushoff session, running up a neat 
|} and unexpected $23,500. Box offices 
at both stands went into heavy ac- 
tion at midweek, with the Illinois 
holding them to capacity for the 
last four performances and _ the 
Grand calling it a sellout on the 
final three. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ managed to 
return to the money in midweek 
also and piled up enough shekels 
to give the revival a grand and a 
half better than the previous week, 
or around $13,000. Purcell-Segal 
affair pulls out at the end of the 
current week after carving out six 
profitable weeks at the Erlanger. 

‘As Husbands Go’ moved on Sat- 
urday for Buffalo, leaving behind 
a healthy little divvy for the Adel- 
Phi on the comedy’s three-week 
sojourn. John Golden production 
started to click from its entry at 
the Blackstone, under the Theatre 
Guild banner, five weeks previous, 
giving it the status of being the 
only major money-making comedy 
that has played the town this sea- 
son. ‘Zombie,’ with Pauline Starke, 
took its place at the Adelphi last 
night (13). 

‘Death Takes a Holiday’ at the 
Playhouse is showing moderate re- 
sults, while ‘Experience Unneces- 
sary,’ Harris, rounded out the week 
at an unprofitable $7,000, with an- 
other week to go. Heavy distribu- 
tion of cut-rate pasteboard brought 
little succor to the comedy. Play 
had originally come in under the 
Dramatic League’s auspices. 

No premieres last week, with 
‘Zombie’ the only thing listed for 
the current seven days. Nothing 
otherwise set, except ‘Everybody's 
Welcome’ at the Grand the day be- 
fore Easter Sunday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Adelphi (C- 
806; $3) (8th-fin..1l week). Levelled 
off to around $7,000 for its finis lap, 
but still profitable all around. Buf- 
falo, the next stand, under Theatre 





Bennett's ‘Cyrano 


Folds in L. A: 


Springtime for Henry’ Hits $8,300 





Los Angeles, March 14. 

‘Cyrano’ vs. ‘Cyrano’ proved a 
double knockout. It was a battle of 
cap pistols, for the rugged west 
knows nothing of 17th century 
France and, if the truth be reported, 
cares considerably less. 

It was generally thought that 
Richard Bennett coming in a week 
in advance of Waiter Hampden, and 
with the studio following, would 
have a distinct advantage. This 
proved to be a wrong assumption. 
Bennett didn’t draw, limped through 
a miserable $5,500 opening week, and 
was yanked on Tuesday of the sec- 
ond week when a handful of iron 
men was all the house had tilled 
over $1,000. Never before has Be- 
lasco & Curran had so unhappy 
an experience. 

Hampden rose to the dizzy heights 
of nearly $8,000 on his opening week. 
But then the president of the Play- 
ers’ club had a horse in his produc- 
tion! 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Hollywood 
Piavhouse (1st week) (F-1,152- 
$1.50). Started off breezily with 
$8,300 and may build, although scale 
naturally limits take. Drew rave 
notices and deemed best entertain- 
ment now on tap locally. Horton 
'fans and theatre parties coming in 
strong, and substantial profit indi- 





cated. Small cast all picture people 


Irene Purcell, 
Lilian Bond. 


ett Horton, 
Mundin and 


start on the 


equivalent to Cain's. 


he knows the part: Bennett 


box- 
View 


performance was 
the Belasco. 


ragged 
office aid for 


no 
In 


troupe lucky to get $8,000. 


week) (M-1,500-$2). Not 


Now 
etta’ immediately. 
(CD-1,571-$1.50). (Jets its 
‘arille. Ok 
ceemed oO 


Leo t 
title, 


assjstance, 


House exploiting 
play, espe ially 
dubious publicity 





and well known, viz., Edward Ever- 
Herbert 

Piece 
staged by Alfred de Liagre, Jr., who 


Hampden’s arrival on top of a dis- 
astrous opening week and a funereal 
second frightened the 
Richard Bennett version in the local 
Hampden 
came off with the acting honors, as 
seemed 
not to, and much comment on star’s 


of the ridiculous situation Hampden 
‘Sons o’ Guns,’ Carthay Circle (2d 


another 
musical in town, but $6,000 was the 


planning to try ‘Naughty Mari- 


‘Gypsy Jim,’ FE) Capitan (24 week) 
nose 
dipped into the profit bow] at $4,700. | for all concerned. 


Guild auspices. ‘Zombie’ unlim- 
bered its collection of spooky tricks 
at this spot Sunday (13), starting 
from scratch at the clipped scale at 
$3 top. 

‘Band Wagon,’ Illinois (R-1,355; 
$4.40) (3rd-final week). Failed to 
make any coin impression from its 
very entry. Even stepout stanza 
looked glum until Wednesday when 
the show started skyrocketing to 
one capacity performance after 
another, Previously shallow clink 
>| on the week, however, kept the tally 
down to near $29,000. Revue 
scrammed to Cincy, while the house 
went dark indef. 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlanger (O- 


did it in New York, Stes 1,319; $3) (6th week). Recovered 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ Biltmore| from its previous week's easeoff, 
(Ist week) (D-1,656-$3). Walter] netting around $13,000. Winds up 


here March 19, with the next at- 
traction for the house uncertain. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (CD- 
1,086; $3) (5th week). Still slip- 
ping. Estimated at around $8,500. 
Special giveaway of the balcony 
pews Monday nights at a buck a 
throw has failed to bring the ex- 
pected results .n this sector the rest 
of the week. 

‘Experience Unnecessary, Harris 
((-1,084; $3) (3rd week). Throw- 
ing the show into the cutrates did 
not help ai.y, with the tally around 
| $7,000 the same as the prior stanza. 








: ai > far ¢ > UR 7 . 
be “ es - “9 -s ote t ~ Fas . a Has the current week to go, with 
tially-e F icipal s L 
Gen . cuales oe aa oa That's an the next stand not set. 
++ eo tor Aa pee: gars ‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ Play- 
S.O.S. for aspirin, as the nut is ‘ope F \¢ 
around $10,000 Poor vehicle and (D-603;$3). Around $4,000. 
around 910,000, > a Starte ' - . ife war 
uncertain cast jinxed enterprise. | * tarted to show some life toward 


the end of the week. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Grand (M-1,360; 
$3) (2d-final week). Took a healthy 
| boost to $23,500, but stay meant red 
Playing Detroit 


| house 
| 
| 
' 


1; the current week on a guarantee 
f | with a flock of split weeks to follow, 
i; Hlouse shuttered indef, 


. 


# 


f— 





pots. 





ee ee 





j 
} 
| 
t 
i 





—~ oe cel ion oot ait Come eneeeeiaen tated 











52 


VARIETY 








EEGHETEMATE 


Tuesday, March Ab, 1932 











Concert 





to nurse and eventually poison the 
grandson of a wealthy duke, whose 
inheritance will then pass to a ritzy 
crook, who applies to the agency for 
help. Participating in a burglary in 
a doctor’s house, the girl twists her 





Inside Stuff—Legit 








By SALLIE 

The benefit surprise party for the 
Fund to Aid Needy Musicians net- 
ted $28,000 at the Met. There 


of both artists and audience. 
stars, chorus and conductors 


part 
The 


grouped together on the stage were | 


with Messrs. Gatti- 
Ziegler 


off 


an eye-feast, 
Casazza and 
artists who sang 
counted out, 

The German 
standing. 


the aisles, 


key and were 


number was out-| 
playing German airs in 
old-fashioned way. Ros- 
sini Galli, who contributes to much 
the artistic end in arranging all 
the ballets of the operas, was a sur- 
prise in burlesque, singing an aria | 
from ‘La Traviata’ in a bouffant | 
white taffeta. Later she appeared | 
with Mme. Bori in white satin 
blouse and blue skirt in Italian folk- 
songs. 

Gigli, attired as a woman, sang 
Carmen in a contralto voice. Lily 
Pons did her bell song from ‘Lakme.’ 
The entertainment ended with the 
American of the company singing 
‘Auld Lang Syne.’ Mme. Marcella | 
Sembrich and Mme. Schumann- 
Heink were called from their boxes 
and appeared in the last number. 


: 
1e 
tire rood 


‘Pelleas & Melisande’ was revived 
the Met. with a notable cast. 
Bori_ singing Melisande,’ 
Johnson, ‘Pelleas,’ and Mms,. Elly 
Dalossy, ‘Ynoild. Musically, this 
opera is beautiful. There are no 
great arias, but Mme. Bori sang 
with much pathos. Johnson as the 
heartbroken lover was in excellent 


at 
Mms. 


voice. 
Mme. Bori’s costumes reflected 
the illusion of this dream opera. 


In two acts she was seen in a full 
long train pale blue velvet skirt, 
embroidered in gold with a tight 
fitting basque and flowing sleeves of 
white velvet. A long, blonde wig 
made her a stage eye-feast. In the 
final act, she was swarthed in white 
silk. 

Mme. Dalossy as the little boy 
gave expression to her dramatic 
ability and her rich, colorful voice 
brought a storm of applause. She 
was attired in tight-fitting purple 
velvet pants with snug velvet jacket 
of same color, edged with fur, and 
wore also a blonde wig. Mr, Has- 
selmans conducted. 


A former tember vf the Metro- 
politan opera ballet, Belle Didjah, 
was seen in a dance recital at the 
Martin Beck theatre. Her pro- 
gram was varied, some new and 
some repeats. ‘Religious Cycle’ de- 
picted four cultural periods with 
subtitles; ‘Luxor,’ ‘Egyptian Ma- 
turity,’ ‘Mycenae,’ ‘Seat of Diony- 
sian Abandon,’ and several others. 
Her character dancing shows tech- 
nique as well as talent and she has 
nice stage personality. Her facial 
expressions do not take on the mood 
of the dance, however; in Miss 
Didjah’s impressions of New York, 
‘Skyscrapers,’ ‘Subway Angel’ and 
‘Street Gamin,’ she was excellent. 
Ter performance is pleasing and 
feathery. 

A small but warm audience ap- 
plauded, Sidney Manishoe, Pola 
Kadison, pianists and Jean 
Schwartzberg, saxophone, furnished 
the music. 


Robeson’s Final 
Paul Robeson arranged an inter- 
esting program for his final con- 
cert in Town Hall. His breath con- 
trol, diction and beautifully sus- 
tained notes are well known to his 
audiences and his interpretations 
are sympathetic. He included Bur- 
leigh arrangements of ‘Stand Still, 
Jordan,’ and ‘Balm in Gilead,’ both 
sung in compelling fashion. He 
also sang a group of Russian songs 
by Cui, Moussorgsky, Gretchanin- 
off. 
Ignace Hilsberg, pianist, 








appeared 
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interviewing | 


i | ration, 


as guest soleist and Laurence Brown 

peak ate Robeson, both at the piano 
and in rendered vocal 
|} numbers, 


some well 


was | 
a spirit of jollity evidenced on the} 





| 
Satisfying Concert 

Sir Thomas Beecham, guest con- 
ductor of the Philharmonic Sym- 
| phony Society, gave a full and satis- 
fying program to an audience which | 
filied Carnegie Hall. 
Richard Strauss, 


tone poem of 
Alfred Wallenstein and Rene Pol- 





A band marched down | lain playing the solo parts, as well/ ward 


Boccherini’s Third Sym- 
with two novel- 


jas Luigi 
| phony in C Major, 
ities of much beauty were given 
with both sentiment and charm 
Beecham conducts with clarity and 
|admirable style. 





‘Siegfried,’ music drama in three 
acts, book and music by Richard 
Wagner, was sung at the Metro- 
politan. The outstanding scene is 
the first of the last act, the meet- 
ing of Erda (Schumann-Heink) and 
Wotan. Mme. Schumann-Heink, to- 


‘Don Quixote,’ | 
wita | 


ankle and is caught by the 
doctor, who, 





kindly 
instead of having her 
arrested, has pity on the wretch, and 
decides to make over her face, which 


While Equity’s ruling as to casts sharing in producers’ film and stock 
rights when going into shows without bonds has held down shoestring 


and no cash guarantee productions, it appears to have increased the 





he does with considerable success. ; 

: number of show ere sm¢ salary guar 3 : 
This permits the girl to take on| e f shows operating on smail salary guarantees with additional 
i} herself the job as governess. A fter | percentages thrown in. 

reaching the castle and being placed Protection demanded for actors by Equity is now bei —_ ; 
‘ > , ‘ n 
jin charge of her ward, her associa- : quit) & given, but in 


tion with nice people and falling in 


who has fallen in love with her. 


the form of small guarantees. Producer then tacks on the percentace 


|love with a gentleman guest, result/ arrangement as before but in placing a bond with Equity for the mini 
iin curing her hate for the whole} : = 
world and turning into a nice wom- | ™Um amounts assured, takes no chances of losing any of his film rights, 
in. Upshot is that, to shie!d her} Shows understood to be presently operating. on that basis are ‘Black 
S Meeia ate aioe ee ‘aveunn ally | Tower’ closing Saturday (12), ‘Few Wild Oats,’ rehearsing; ‘Intimate 
marries the officer and gentleman} Relations,’ rehearsing; ‘Wise Girl,’ rehearsing. ‘Left Bank’ has also 


gone off a straight salary system and is now percentage with guarantees 


Gaby Morlay in the double role of ‘ae a : 
the repulsive waif and later of the! 4 somewhat similar tangent is involved in ‘Danger Line’ wherein gsal- 
sweet governess holds the biggest] aries are on a sliding scale, according to run length. 
part she ever has had on the stage. . , . to RTE - ove » 
Her makeup and acting as the de Only waiver show on Broadway is ‘Night Over Taos,’ produced by the 
< * =F : 


formed creature are of the highest 
order, while in her other character 
she is fully up to her usual standard. 





day a woman in the 70's, is still a 
great artist. Her interpretation is| 
tremendous and she knows the 
technique of singing and artistry. 
She received a well-earned ovation. 

Lauritz Melchior (Siegfried) 





Bohnen, Clemens, Schuetzendorf, 
Goeta Lungberg and Editha Flei- | 
scher completed the star cast, with 
Arthur Bodansky conducting. 

Maud Runyan, mezzo-soprano o- 
the Phialadelphia Opera Company, 
sang a group of songs at the mu- 
sical tea given by Miss Estelle Lie- 
bling. Miss Runyan is the pos- 
sessor of a beautiful vocal organ. 
Her tone quality is delicious, her 
musicianship and interpretation ex- 
cellent and her voice carries a sent- 
mentai appeal. 








Mms. Nina Koshetz will replace 
Mrs. Clarence H. Mackay, the form- 


of the 
young 


Case, at the last 
concerts for children and 
people by the Philharmonic Sym- 
phony Society at Carnegie Hall. 
Mrs. Mackay is suffering from a 
severe attack of grippe. 


er Anna 


General Manager Gatti-Casazza 
has announced the revival of Bel- 
lini’s ‘La Sonambula,’ during 
March. Tullio Serafin will conduct 
and the chorus is being trained by 
Giulio Setti, stage direction § in 
charge of Alexander Sanine. The 
scenery is being designed and 
painted by Joseph Urban. 


Owing to illness, Mme, Tetraz- 
zini was out for a few days at the 


Paramount. 
Efram Zimbalist, Viola Philo, 
soprano, and Roxy, conducting his 


own orchestra, will be the artists 
at a concert for the benefit of the 
Allied Dental Council Relief Fund 
at the Mecca Auditorium. 





Steffy Goldner, harpist with the 
Philharmonic for the last 10 years, 
has been granted a leave of ab- 
sence. 





The King of Italy has conferred 
on Lugi Villa, secretary to Gatti- 
Casazza, the cross of Knight of the 
Crown of Italy. 

The Russian Opera Company will 
do a week at the Mecca soon, Mr. 
Hopanschine conducting. Opening 
opera will be ‘Coq a@’Or,’ followed by 
‘Boris Godownov.’ 








IL ETAIT UNE FOIS 


(Continued from page 50) 


first act is a surgeon's operating 
room. First and third tableaux do 
not use the full stage, back wall 


being a kind of huge five leaf screen, 
which includes a window. One side 
| of the screen shows the office deco- 
reverse is painted white for 
surgery use. This permits quick 
changes with the second tableau in 
‘full’ set behind the screen. The two 
tableaux of the second act and the 
third act are all set in the finely 
| done living hall of an English castle. 
Story shows a girl whose sordid 
| origin and upbringing as well as fa- 
cial deformation has caused her to 
hate everything and everybody and 
| finally turn crook as the secretary to 
}a blackmailing and thieving agency, 
of which she is the works, She un- 
| Servakes to tind a suitable governess 


| 
| 


Leading man is nicely done by 
Debucourt, with Jean-Max a suitable 
ritzy crook. Andre Dubosc imper- 
sonates the duke in a way which 
dominates the stage whenever he is 
present. Little Bara, who acted so| 
| nicely the child in Pirandello’s last 
play, does the 10-year-old heir with 
the same ability as the duke himself. 
and gets the same amount of ap- 
plause. Other parts, mostly charac- 
ter, are well done, especially by 
Mauloy, well known in Holl: wood 
pictures, as the doctor. 


’retty well set for a full season's 
run, Mazi. 





Au Soleil de I’Instinct 


(in the Light of Instinct) 


Paris, March 7. 


Play in three acts by Paul Kaynal 


pre- 


sented by Lucien Beer and Paulette Pax 
at the Ocuvre, Paris. March 1. Cast: 
Annie Ducaux, Aime Clariond, Hubert 
Preber. 

Some of the audience remained 
until the end but many vanished 
after the second. 


The whole business, which takes 
place on what appears to be a land- 
ing, with a door opening on each 
side, lasts for over three hours in 
an endless psychological argument, 
strictly without any action. 

It concerns two brothers, 
whom loves the other's 
Highbrow dialog is the only 
that transpires from start 
ish. 

Annie Ducaux as the girl takes a 
little time to get into het 
but after that she is excellent. 
Clariond as one of the brothers is 
good support. The other brother 
not so hot. Unlikely to last longer 
than it will take to replace it. 

Marzi. 


The Warrior’s Husband 


° (Continued from page 50) 


for a social satire, but this treat- 
ment is monotonously gaggy, not 
to say Mutual Wheel in its design, 
the comedy highlight being the 
c-urtship by the warrior queen of 
a cissy youth who plays out all the 
coquettish tricks of a courting 
flapper—a style of fun that takes 
on inevitably the quality of the 
familiar ‘pansy’ bit. A very little 
of that sort of thing goes a long 
way and here there is a great 
abundance of it, be it ever so well 
played by Romney Brent, who sud- 
denly develops a positive gift for 
artful management of a remark- 
ably difficult comedy role. 

First act is dull to a staggering 
degree; second act gets boisterous 
laugh returns on the petticoated 
male comedy routine on the strength 
of its low comedy vigor and the 
third act switches violently to the 
new angle of a romantic interest, 
impossible piece of writing, but 
made momentarily interesting by 
the capital acting of Colin Keith- 
Johnson—and what is the hero of 
‘Journey's End’ doing in a piece like 
this?—and Katharine Hepburn, a 
trim and arresting young figure of 
a girl in the secant uniform of an 
amazonian soldier. 

Whole piece is done a little along 
the line of the old sketch made 
familiar a generation ago by Shean 
and Warren, and called, if memory 
serves, ‘When Caesar Sees 'er,’ built 
on the a laugh-at-any-cost plan. 
Thus Homer figures as a press 
agent exploiting the achievements 
of Hercules, who turns out to be a 
publicity-made stuffed shirt and 
asks everybody to call him ‘Herk.’ 
Realm of the Amazons is run ona 
modern system of political graf 
the three 
izing strongarm wisecracks, includ- 
ing the final curtain 


of 


one 
to 


fin- 


stride 


Aime 





succumbs to the courtship of th 

















TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


530 FONMOSA AVE., HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Personal Mgr.—JOHN HYDE, WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





ee of 


rare ante, 





Mistress. | 
thing | 


and j 
acts are filled with agon- | 


line of the} 
beautiful Amazonian princess who | 


| block off,’ 


Group Theatre. ‘Park Ave,, Ltd.’ 
Village was also minus a bond. 

Equity has requested the Authors’ League for changes in producer- 
author contracts for assignment shows. Matter is still pending, but if 
going through will cover casts concerned in shows of this nature wherein 
producers fail to pay royalties, thus losing their film rights. 


closed Saturday (12) in Greenwich 





No little guessing as to why Ziegfeld bills his new show: ‘Zieefecld 
production of the Brown and Henderson musical comedy, “Hot-Cha’’.’ 

Indication is that the backing is from new or private sources, but 
Zieggy declares nobody but himself has a piece of the show. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

Producer did not witness the New York premiere, being in bed with 
| 


grippe. He's better now. A new finale was tried opening night, but 
was dropped for the second performance, the original finish going in as 
in Pittsburgh. 

Of the four ‘Hot-Cha’ authors, Lew Brown, Ray Henderson, Mark Hel- 


linger and H. S. Kraft, the latter is the least known. A season or two 
back he wrole and produced a dialect show called ‘Poppa.’ 


Deal on between Hamilton MacFadden and Crosby Gaige to bring the 
former back to legit. Gaige refuses to state whether it’s for MacFadden 
to co-produce or direct or both, stating definite settlement will be made 
within a fortnight. 


MacFadden left Tuesday (8) for the coast where he is under contract 
to Fox. Gaige owns a number of plays including ‘Commissioner of 
Police’ by Fulton Oursler and Lowell Brentano, 

Robert Sparks, young legit producer, will act as his own attorney in 
defense of an action brought against him by Carlos Studios. Case, ™® 


connection with alleged non-payment on Sparks’ part for a set to have 
been used in ‘Inspector Henderson’ is noticed for trial next week. 

Studio claims Sparks ordered the set and signed contracts. Producer 
claims the set did not come up to specifications nor was it ever delivered 
ito him in accordance with the agreement, 


William J. Guard Sunday (6) Lucrezia 
Zori sang ‘Ave Maria.’ Many of the Metropolitan stars were present. 

Guard handled publicity for the Metropolitan for 22 years. Frank 
Wenker, who was his assistant for half that period, is now in charge of 
the department 


At the funeral services for 





former songwriter, who tried legit production last year 

as halt of Gensler & Green and this year on his own, is cured. His last 

production, ‘Collision,’ folded at the Gaiety after only a few days. 
Gensler is closing down his office and is going back to song writing 


Lewis Gensler, 





Peter Arno, Billy Rose, Max 
plus the long 


Incoming list of musicals is piling up. 
Gordon, Ear! Carroli and Vincent Youmans are on the list, 
impending Carl Hemmer show, 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 


Springtime for Henry 


— 





and other plays, is a 
master craftsman. He personally 
has already heard the Hollywood 
lure, having arrived Jan. 17 at Uni-« 
versal. 

Horton has a reputation and a fol- 
lowing localy. This is regarded as 


Devil Passes,’ 


(Coast) a one of the finest efforts he has made, 
Hollywood, March 12. Levy sat in on all the rehearsals, 
Edward Everett Horton production at 


Hollywood Playhouse of farce in three acts |@Nd Alfred De Liagre, Jr., who staged 


by Benn W. Levy, Staged by Alfred de| the piece in New York was hired to 
Liagre, Jr., under personal supervision of | officiate similariy here. 
author, Setting by Danny Hall. 


Herbert Mundin, skilled farceur 


Henry Dewlip......FEdward Everett Horton , 
Johnny Jelliwell....e....e0. Herbert Mundin | was just right as the slightly rattle- 
Julia Jelliweli..... Cevevecccecs Irene Purcell] brained business man. Stunningly 


Miss8 Smith. .ccccecsscocsesessssLilian Bond 


gowned throughout, Irene Purcell, 
Continued on page 60) 





Not difficult to understand why 
Benn W. Levy, the author, was so 
exacting about the casting and stag- a } 
ing of this brilliant but brittle farce. IT 1S 7 


It would be easily spoiled because 


the tempo is a matter of sensitive 
As Hard to Keep Money 


playing, 
AS IT IS 


Headed by Edward Everett Hor- 


ton, Hollywood’s smartest studio- 
theatre showman, the coast cast is 
Emergencies — sudden iliness— 
crash in stocke—closing of banks, 


perfectly blended. Each of the play- 
ers has splendid opportunities for 

etc. throw vivid light on the 
value of cash. 


favorably drawing t- himself or her- 
self as individuals the attention of 

Let us show you how to be- 
come independent. 








film execs, 
It seems fairly certain the film 

mob will buy lots of ducats. Besides 

| being delightful entertainment in a 

‘burg where what few legits there 

are tend to be pretty weak, ‘Spring- 

wai for Henry’ will attract dialog 

| 

} 

| 





writers, scenarists and the literati 
generally. 
‘Art 


Levy, the author of ‘To- 


paze,’ and Mrs. Bottle,’ ‘The 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phoneet Murray Hill 2-7838-9 





Greek warrior, 
and if you don’t, 


‘Love me forever, 
I'll! knock your 
an appropriate finale to 
the style of fun that had gone on 
for about two hours. 
Nothing saved the evening from 
a dead loss, except the expert play- 
| ing of a gifted few actors who made 
| the proceedings fairly endurable. 
| Piece has been most attractively 
staged in three artistically designed 
sets, which drew more applause 
than most of the episodes in the 

















action, Play opened cold, 
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Call on Literati for 


Plays as Part 


Of Soviet's 15th Birthday Celebration 








ee vs 


Moscow, Feb.. 25. 
Great activity here among writers, 
composers and dramatists in 


preparation for the 15th anniver- 
gary of the Soviet revolution next 
November. Occasion will give 
Soviet talent great scope to show 
their stuff, with government prizes 
to encourage them, and an audience 
which will be really international. 
Delegations from all over the world 
will be invited to witness the an- 
niversary celebration and the for- 
eign correspondents will publicize 
the holiday. | 

The new head of the Art Sector 
ef the Commissariat of Education, 
Arkadiev, has issued a manifesto 
addressed to authors and composers 
urging them to meet the 15th birth- 
ay of their country worthily. He 
calls upon them to create ‘Magni- 
tostrois of art.” (Magnitostroi is a 
gigantic iron and steel combine go- 
ing up in the Urals). Playwrights 
are warned to have their contribu- 
tions in shape by June 15, so that 
the theatres can be ready to show 
it by November. 

A number of leading playsmiths 
have already come through with 
promises to write special things for 
the anniversary. Afinogenyev, au- 
thor of the much discussed ‘Fear,’ 
is one of these. He thinks he will 
take many phases of Soviet life 
and merge them into a real pic- 
ture of what these 15 years of revo- 
lution have accomplished. 

Many Contributors 


The veteran playwright Belozer- 
kovsky says he will do a play titled 
*Attack,’ depicting the recent strug- 
gle against the remnants of cap- 
italist elements in the country. He 
is author of a successful play, still 
running, called ‘Storm,’ which deals 
with the heroic years of civil strife 
and war communism. 

Vsevelod Vishnevsky is working 
on two plays, ‘War,’ a piece show- 
ing the period of 1912-1918, in other 
words, both the World War and the 
revolution, and ‘Germany,’ presum- 
ably dealing with the class strug- 
gle and economic depression in that 
country. ‘Germany’ was first des- 
tined for Meierhold’s theatre, but 
the author has quarreled with the 
producer on questions of artistic 
policy. 

Lyev Nikulin, one of the smart- 
est of the local scribblers, will de- 
vote a play to the problem of mi- 
nority races in the Soviet Union. It 
will be set in Trans-Caucasia, where 
there are dozens of minority races. 
Another play, said to have been just 
completed by Nikulin, is titled 
‘Mountain of Mercy,’ and is con- 
cerned with the intellectual crisis of 
the educated classes in Europe. 

The composers promise several 
big symphonies for the event. One 
of the most ambitious is announced 
by Dmitri Shostakovich. Dmitri is 
only 24 years old, Mves in Lenin- 
grad and has had his work per- 
formed in many European countries 
and in America. He says he will 
write a long musical poem, ‘From 
Karl Marx to Our Days.’ Libretto 
by the poet Nicholas Aseyev; in five 
parts, with orchestra, choir and solo 
vocal numbers, and will take a full 
evening to perform. Lest Dmitri be 
thought too serious, he lets it be 
known that he is also composing a 
comic opera in three acts, based on 
the adventures of a Soviet citizen 
abroad among the capitalist sav- 
ages. 

A. Davidenko working on a sym- 
Phony called ‘Red Square.’ Its 
three parts are parade, demonstra- 
tion and mass-meeting, a departure 
in the way of symphony organiza- 
tion. 


QUITS COMEDIE 
Paris, March 5. 

Plerre Faubert, Comedie Fran- 
eaise actor, has sent in a letter of 
resignation, explaining that he 
wishes to leave the stage and lead 
&® quiet life. 

Faubert disappeared from his 
home for several days before send- | 
ing in his resignation from the vil- | 
lage where he is seeking quiet. 





BRIGGS DAVENPORT DIES 
Paris, March 14. 

Briggs Davenport, 80, editorial 
writer for the New York ‘H 
(Paris edition) for many years, died 
in his home in Montpelier Saturd 
(12), 

He will be cremated in Marseilles | 
today (14). 
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Harry Green at $1,650 | 
For Palladium’s 2 Wks. | 


London, March 14. 
xreen opened at the Palla- 


Harry 


;}dium for two weeks at $1,650 plus 


Ss ed 2 , ¥ | 
so% of the take above average for | 


past month. He’s using shoddy 
material, but should draw. 


Negotiations started while Harry 


a3reen was on the Berengaria Lon- 
don-bound. Palladium management 
offered him $900 a week by cable, 
|Which he ignored, as well as the 


next two wires, both termed as final. 

Just to make Green hunted 
up Jeffery Bernerd, a Palladium di- | 
rector, who was also on the Beren- 
garia, and made him guarantee the 
fina] wire before he said okay. 


DIRTY WORK’ IS BEST 
OF NEW LONDON CROP. 


London, March 14. 

Not much in the new plays this 
week. Possibly the best of the new 
productions is ‘Dirty Work,’ the 
seventh unusual farce by Ben Trav- 
ers starring Ralph Lynn at the Ald- 
wych. It'll probably make money, 
as all the past plays in the series 
did. 

‘Tobias and the Angel’ at the 
Westminster is a weird Biblical 
phantasy starring Henry Ainley. It 
may be a moderate success because 
of the discriminating and clever 
work by the star and the neat 
writing by James Birdie. Play was 
originally tried out in Cambridge 
two years ago and has been tight- 
ened up considerably since then. 

Channing Pollock’s “The Enemy’ 
was revived at the Garrick but 
lasted only four performances. Un- 
inspired production and too obvious 
propaganda didn't get any encour- 
agement from the press and there 
seemed to be not enough pacifists 
around to make it go. 


Prince’s, London, to Get 
Big Acts Back in June 


London, March 14, 

Prince’s restaurant, in Piccadilly, 
formerly one of the finest cabarets 
in London, is staging a comeback in 
June. H. W. Bradbury-Pratt, for- 
merly lessee of the Cosmo club, has 
obtained a lease of Prince’s and the 
adjoining Kasbeck restaurant for 
14 years. 

The rental is $18,000 per annum 
and intention is to stage two big 
acts there every week, together 
with three bands. Acts will be 
drawn from every part of the globe, 
but the bands, owing to restrictions, 
will be all English. Sydney Burns 
has been appointed booker. 


No British Talent Bar, 
Ministry Tells Equity 


London, March 6. 

A deputation from British Equity, 
including Sir Gerald du Maurier, 
Leslie Henson, Nelson Keys, Clif- 
ford Millison, Marie Burke and 
Evelyn Laye was received at the 
Ministry of Labor recently. 

Its business was to point out that 
misunderstandings had arisen 
abroad, over idea foreign talent was 
being barred here. The deputation 
made it clear it opposed general 
barring of foreign talent. 

In reply, the Ministry of Labor 
made it obvious, as it had done 
dozens of times lately, that there 
is not and never has been any in- 
tention of barring foreign troupers 
from England. 

All that had happened recently 
was a refusal to prolong certain 
permits, a step which was occasion- 
ally considered justifiable. No per- 
mit had been refused for the ad- 
mission of any foreign actor. 

It was agreed there should be 
consultation in future between the 
Ministry and Equity on all such] 


matters, particularly on extending | 
permits. 


sure, 





MISTINGUETTE’S FILM YEN | 


Paris, March 7. 

| For years Mistinguette has been 

ltrying to break into pictures. Earl | 
Leslie is currently negotiating with 
everal produce to have her given | 
a break, insisting that ‘Madame 


Sans Gene’ would be the best story 
for her 


+ c 


Producers not so keen, consider- 


ing the age of the revue star. bal 





Too Many Cooks? 





London, March 6. 
Eight-act bill at the Fins- 
bury Park Empire, Moss Em- 
pires suburban house, gives 
seven male acts and a dog act. 
Circuit has three managing 
directors and five bookers. 





Tax Slash and Wage 


| the 


| demands put forward by 














Demands May Close 
All Span. Theatres 


Madrid, March 1. | 

All show managers have ad- 
dressed an appeal to the Spanish 
Government urging the reform 
present income tax and 
to take action in the matter of the 
theatre 
employees. If their application is 
not granted, all threaten to go on 
strike and close their places down. 
This would affect bullrings, the- 
atres, cinemas and cabarets! 
throughout Spain. 

All theatre employees, stage staff, 
ushers, janitors, et al., are demand- | 
ing a 100% wage increase. 

From the managerial viewpoint, | 
all theatres in Spain must pay the | 
government a percentage on their} 


of 
| 
also 


Kalmann's Smash Viennese Operetta: 
Mannish Femme Play Clicks in Paris 





‘Eug. Lyons Has English 


March 14. 


Vienna's 


Vienna, 


Emmerich Kalmann, 


Rights to Russian Play i best known mttsical comedy com- 


| 


Moscow, March 7. 

All rights in the English language 
to one of the outstanding hits of 
the last vears, ‘Sonata Pathetique,’ 
have been acq ed bv Eugene 
Lyons who is at work now 
translation of the play 

Play was written by Mikola 
Kulish, of Kharkov, where it ad 
| successful run. This season it was 
put on by producer Tairov at the 
Kamerny theatre. It gives a cross- 
section of humanity in a provincial 
house in southern Russia in the 


midst of revolution. 
Lyons is ‘Variety’s’ correspondent 
in Russia. 


NEW ANDERSON-STONE 


REVUE WITH JOE COOK? 


———__— 


London, March 14 
John Murray Anderson has a date 


wi > Ss > “ne ) , 

net profits, which, plus the other | — — te otnge of th 
: rince Edw: atre rrow 

taxes, means that in all a theatre} ot? ¢ min re é tg re , preive aie te 
must devote from 15% to 20% of | vo), o mak mnal arrangements 


the gross daily to cover these taxes. 


SPRING IN PARIS 
RUINS B. 0. GROSSES 


Paris, March 14. 
That famous Paris spring is here 
at last. 
Meaning that b.o. grosses are be- 
ing wrecked in all theatres. 








Explain, Then Act Play 


Milan, March 5. 

There will shortly be inaugurated, 
at Bologna a novel series of 
authors’ evenings organized by the 
Theatre Union. 

Authors who have already sub- 
mitted works to a special commis- 
sion will be invited to read aloud 
a summary of their work in public 
and explain the Inner meaning. 

After the reading, a scene or 
scenes selected by the authors will 
be given by a company of actors 


for producing a new revue at the 
house. Show will cost about $70,- 
000 and negotiations are pending 
for Joe Cook to star in it. 

Harry Sullivan has been granted 
a special two months’ extension of 
his passport in order to write the 
score for this piece. 


Vaude Revue Planned 
For Kingsway, London 


London, March 5. 

It is planned to establish a sort 
of permanent vaudeville show on 
continental lines in the West End, 
modelled on the lines of Balieff’s 
‘Chauve Souris’ with a sprinkling 
of American and gritish acts 
and a permanent ballet which will 
be Russian trained. 

This appears to be somewhat fol- 
lowing the continuous vaudeville 
show at the Windmill, but the pro- 
moters claim they originally had 
the continuous show idea. 

Negotiations are now pending for 
the Kingsway on a 50-50 basis with 





who will have already learned their 
parts, 








the lessees. 





London Show World 





London, March 1. 

Continuing his policy of producing 
new English musicals as often as 
possible, Sir Nigel Playfair staged 
‘Derby Day’ at the Lyric Hammer- 
smith Feb. 24. 

The book, by A. P. Herbert, one 
of the leading humcrists, is full of 
anti-prohibition, topical and utterly 
English humor. Albert Reynolds’ 
music was pleasing with an occa- 
sionally charming song. While 
warmly received, whether it will 
last is another matter. 





Laurillard’s Class Flop 

What happened to Arthur Wim- 
peris in the interval between the 
pre-war books and lyrics he wrote 
for Sir Alfred Butt and the revues 
he later did for C. B. Cochran? 

‘Lovely Lady,’ produced at the 
Phoenix, is his first work since those 
days. Produced for Edward Lauril- 
lard, it shows Wimperis is still the 
classiest wit on the English stage. 

He turned out a workmanlike job 
in ‘Lovely Lady,’ a musical without 
a chorus. 

Main interest at the opening cen- 
tered round the debut of Polly 
Walker in this country. She pleased 
the audience vastly and drew plaud- 





its from the critics, but despite this 
the show flopped after three nights, 
showing once again that London | 
legit audiences will not stomach | 
names which are foreign to them, | 
unless they have been boosted into 
the public consciousness. 

Possibility the piece may be re- 
vised and revived. 


Two More Fliv 

‘The Iron Woman,’ which was 
tried out recently at the Players’ 
theatre, received scant encourage- 
ment when produced at the Duke of | 
York's Feb. 26. While generally 
praising the acting, the critics 
tated the whole thing was old-} 

shioned., 

Important People,” which was 
produced at the Vaudeville Feb. 29 
+! riginally tried out under sev- | 
eral titles. 


) iple 





It is a silly story about! 
who have been ,married 
re, as though anybody cares 
t r quarrels. Passing brii- 


da@ia 


, eC 
10 x 


liance in the dialog almost saved 


the show, but no click, 


Molly’s Draw 

Molly Picon gave a special con- 
cert at the Pavilion, Whitechapel, 
for an entirely Jewish audience and 
in Yiddish, grossing almost $2,000. 
Aspect of the drawing power of the 
star is that the show was not an- 
nounced until within a day of its 
opening. 


"White Horse Inn’ Tour Set 

Parnell & Zeitlin have acquired 
the provincial rights to “White 
Horse Inn,’ the Coliseum smash 
hit. Will cost about $5,000 a week 
in salaries, which is the most ex- 
pensive thing yet put on the road. 

The agents have offers from Moss 
Empires, Howard & Wyndham and 
others for dates, Idea is to play the 
piece a month at leading centers in 


the provinces, with the smaller 
cities about two weeks each, No 
town which cannot stand a week 


will be touched because of cost of 
transportation. 


Beckenham’'s Complex 


As expected, legal proceedings 
will probably be started against the 
self-appointed film censorship board 

;of the Beckenham council, Becken- 
ham is a small town just outside of 
London. Nobody ever worried about 
it until its now famous film cen- 
sorship complex hi ] town. 

Result has been that the provin- 
cial censorship has driven people 
away from the local film theatres 
and swelled the coffers of theatres 
and shops in adjacent towns, 

Marion Harris’ Contract 

Smartest contract by an Amer- 
ican crooner goes to Marion Harris, 
who opens at the Cafe de Paris for 

| four weeks, with an option, at $1,- 
250 at par per week, with first-class 
transportation for two. She is only 
to appear once nightly, and can/| 

| double in vaudeville, 
= = —_ ' 

When A. E. Abrahams turns the | 
| London Pavilion into a newsreel 
theatre, the reel will be made by 


the theatre, 


| poser, 


smash in. ‘Teu- 


Rider), at the 


has a new 
felsreiter’ (Devil 
Theatre Ander. Lil Dagover, Hu- 
Mari and Anny Coty co- 
star in the piece. 
‘Teufelsreiter’ is a 
| sical mixture of 
waltz and the Hun 
Instrumentation is 


bert schka 
happy mu- 

the Viennese 
rarian chardash, 
highly modern, 


which helps considerably. 
| Paris, March 14. 
‘Naked Man,’ a new Yves Mi- 


rande comedy, opened at the Palais 
Royal and looks like a smash. Sub- 
ject matter, having to do at great 
length with those mannish women 
will restrict it from screen pos- 
sibilities. 

Pigalle has a new Alfred Savoir 
play titled ‘The Village Pastry 
Cook.’ It’s a war play but doesn’t 
seem to have much chance. 


rll inl 
'U. S. $ OK IN SOVIET, 


BUT RUSS RUBLES N.S.G. 


Moscow, March 7. 

Theatre tickets are now in a class 
with butter, eggs, shoes and other 
goods of which there is a sharp 
shortage in the Soviet capital. Like 
other ‘deficit supplies,’ tickets can 
be bought for American dollars, or 
other foreign currency even when 
they cannot be bought for rubles. 

For the purpose of gathering as 
much foreign currency as possible, 
the Soviet government runs a series 
of special shops called ‘Torgsin’ 
shops. Here almost anything can 
be bought, but payment must be 
made in foreign values.. This limits 
buyers to foreigners and those who 
have friends or relatives abroad to 
send them money. 

The $ shops have just added the- 
atre tickets to their list of goods. 
A certain number of seats at the 
leading theatres will be reserved for 
the foreign currency customers. 
Practically every Moscow theatre is 
sold out weeks and sometimes 
months ahead. The demand for 
seats far exceeds the supply, de- 
spite extensive new building. 


Belligerent Ballerina 
Writing Russe Memoirs 


Moscow, March 7. 

Temperamental Victorina Krieger 
of the Moscow ballet is engaged on 
a book of memoirs covering nearly 
25 years of her life as a prima bal- 
lerina. Her experience with the 
theatre and with the great of her 
country covering exciting periods 
before and after the Revolution. 
Unless the Soviet censors intercede, 
there may be some toothsome bits 
about personages ranging from 
grand-dukes to commissars in her 
memoirs. 

Mlle. Krieger’s recent exploit with 
an ink-well has been partly ‘liq- 
uidated,’ as Russians nowadays put 
it. She is still excluded from the 
Moscow ballet but has been 
stated in the trade union and some 
other rights. She lost these rights, 
it will be recalled, because she 
knocked the assistant director of 
her theatre cold with a well-aimed 
inkwell. So long as her target was 
seriously ill in the hospital, sym- 
pathy was on his side. Now that 
he is improving, it’s turning 
against him. His remarks, it is 
now felt in responsible quarters, 
merited the physical retort. 


reili- 


New Stoltz Operetta’s 
- World Premiere in Hague 


The Hague, March 1. 

| Holland gets a scoop in the 
lworld premiere of a new German 
operetta by Robert Stoltz, ‘Wenn die 
kleinen Veilchen bluehen’ (‘When 
Small Violets Grow’). Com- 
| poser is coming to Holland to con- 
|duct personally the first 10 nights 








the 


lin The Hague, Amsterda”* and Rot- 
|}terdam. It will be produced by the 
| Fritz Hirsch company after Easter 
|with the world’s premiere in The 
| Hague. 

| Fritz Hirsch not only has the 
sole rights for Holland but also an 
|option for Berlin. Hirsch has just 
been appointed manager of the 
| Schiller theatre, Berlin, but intends 
to play during the winter seasons 
‘in The Hague. 
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Flashy Title 


Vina Delmar hit on a real sales 


title for her newest book in ‘Women 
Live Too Long.’ And it is not mere- 
ly a title. It is the keynote of the 
book, though this does not become 
apparent until the final chapter. 

Iris Morrisey’s mother died at 30, 
as did her grandmother. She has 
the feeling she is similarly dated. 
But she passes the fatal period with 
every prospect of continued life; a 
life embittered by jealousy of her 
husband. 

It is a careful and generally in- 
teresting study of theatrical 
in which the husband subordinates 
himself to his wife’s progress, play- 
ing with her in dramatic produc- 
tions when his forte is musical 

Emergency gives him a chance to 
eet back to the musicals, he con- | 
tacts a girl friend and reveals that | 
fact with what every woman will 
regard as truly masculine stupidity. 
It is not that Iris objects to his 
side adventures. Sexually cold, she 
has approved his occasional affairs, 
but this time he has the poor taste 
to show his wife that he is really 
interested in this girl and Miss 
Delmar has drawn a graphic pic- 
ture of a husband who blunders, 
assuming that she should forget the 
matter’ because he has. 

With the exception of this inci- 
dent the story is told disjointedly 
covering far too much ground to 
permit smooth and fluent narrative, 
but the local color is excellent. 








| 
Cheap Book Craze | 
Paris literati have gone mad in an 
attempt to make that cicy the prin- | 
cipal place where cheap books in} 
English can Le published. Visiting ' 
American and English publishers 
ar: being pestered from all sides for 
reprints and foreign representation 
with the result they are getting | 
p-etty tired of hearing ‘Yes, but in| 
Paris we can print books cheaply | 
and sell them by the thousands.’ 
No one has sold them by the hun- 
dreds yet, but new publishing com- 
panies are announced every week, 
most of them selling for 10 francs | 





(49 cents). Lineup now includes/| 
Titus, with his Black Mannikin 
Press for exclusive editions; Alba- 
tross for reprints; Crosby Conti- 


nental editions; Ovelisk P.css; New 
Revue Press and two new arrivals. 

Late announcements are from 
Waverley Root, lit editor of the Chi- 
ecaco ‘Tribune,’ who promises promi- 
nent and barred books, and Law- 
rence Drake, the manager for 
Titus, who is also announcing a few 
exclusive editions. Then Edouard 
Jolas and about five others have 
plans, 





Sullivan’s $2 Laughs 

‘Broccoli and Old Lace,’ by Frank 
Sullivan, has gone into its second 
or third printing. It’s a joyous 
collection of the humorist’s short 
tales, nearly all more satirical than 
burlesque, upon almost any subject 
no one else ever thought of for that 
purpose, 

Like the one headed, ‘The L A. 
G. D. P. W.’ Its opening paragraph 
reads; 

‘The annual meeting of the In- 
ternational Association of Girls Who 
Have Danced With the Prince of 
Wales was held in Madison Square 
Garden last night. Owing to the 
inclement weather only 22,000 mem- 
bers attended. 

There are 42 of these tales that 
conld e.cy be Written by this Sulli- 
van, Any one, each better than the 
other, is alone worth double the 
price of the $2 time killer (Live- 
right). 





Play in Circulation 

Getting a play produced is no 
einch, take it from Albert Pein. 
Bein first entered the New York 
literary scene a couple of years ago 
as a protege of Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur because of his 
play called ‘Little Old Boy.’ Piece 
is about a lad who is too tough for 
reformatory school even, and might 
be autobiographical with Bein. 

Original intention of Hecht and 
MacArthur was to produce the Bein 
play themselves. But the pair suf- 
fered a change of heart, and after 
some time the play went to Arthur 
Hopkins. Last-named held it for 
a period and then Jed Harris took 
it. Also held it for a period and 
then Chester Erskin became inter- 
ested. Now Bein has the play back 
again. 





Henry’s Editorial Idea 
Idea Henry Ford once had of 
turning out a newspaper in the 


life | 


} 
| 
comedy. 
| 
| 
| 





Hollywood’s Reading 


Hollywood, March 14, 

(Consensus of demand with 
Esme Warde, Pat Hunt, Satyr 
Book Store and Stanley Rose 
in February, 1932.) 
Fiction 
i ‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 
‘The Greek,’ Tiffany Thayer. 
| 











‘Malaise,’ Henry Fauconnier. 


General 
‘Story of My Life,’ Clarence 
Darrow. 
‘Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene 
Fowler. 
| ‘Benedict Arnold, Mititary 
Racketeer,’ E. D. Sullivan. 
‘Fortune to Share,’ Vash 
Young. 


‘Wyatt Earp,’ Stuart Lake. 











Ford one day rushed into the office 
of ‘The Dearborn Independent,’ 
owned by him, full of mechanical 
enthusiasm and backed the editor 


into a corner. Breathlessly he ex- 
plained how the paper would be 
run in the future, 

Various writers had _ different 


specialties—humor, sentiment, poli- 
tics, etc. Why not start each article 
at one end of an assembly line asa 
bare title? The specialists would 
insert their element, One would 
contribute the news, another the 
humor, another the human interest, 
and so one. The article would 
come off the line a finished prod- 
uct, perfect in every detail, and 
would go at once to the composing 
room. 

Ford was yessed, left, 
paper continued as before. 


and the 


Another ‘Mouthpiece’ 

Evidently inspired by ‘The Great 
Mouthpiece,’ based on the career 
of William Fallon, Greenberg has 
brought out ‘Max Steuer, Magician 
of the Law,’ by Richard O. Boyer, 
who proves a pretty enthusiastic 
press agent in the first chapter 
which rather fulsomely praises the 
protagonist. Following this intro- 
duction, the volume chiefly con- 
cerns itself with an analysis of his 
methods in some well known cases, 
but here and there introduces a 
more personal touch in which, 
Steuer, of course, by no means gets 
the worst of it 

The volume is not without enter- 
tainment for the general reader in 
giving a glimpse of the legal back- 
stage, but is in general too lauda- 
tory to be entirely gripping. It 
probably will not enjoy the success 
won by the initial volume in this 
new cycle, chiefly because it is not 
as deftly told. 





What a Baby Can Do 
‘Newsdom,’ published by news- 
papermen, compliments the press 
for the manner in which the Lind- 
bergh kidnapping has been covered. 
It states in its issue of March 12 
that the circulation of 12 New York 
papers increased. 6,312,898 in the six 
days, March 2-7, an average of 885,- 
483 daily. Biggest gain was made 
by the tabs. 

Up to last week it was estimated 
the Lindbergh story had cost the 
dailies $100,000 in excess of salaries, 
the story being the most costly 
to the dailies in 10 years. 

Reporters shared hotel rooms 
with those unable to secure ac- 
commodations, one bed being used 
by no less than 10 reporters during 








Mag to Boost Silver 
New mag with an arresting title 

is a monthly called ‘Money.’ 
Published in Denver, Colo., the 
rew mag is reported part of a cam- 
paign by the silver interests. Silver 
market just now at rock bottom. 
England and Japan desertion of the 
gold standard have prompted Colo- 
rado and Utah silver interests to 


agitate in behalf of similar action 


by this country as a mcans of forc- 
ing silver prices up. 

Publisher and editor of ‘Money’ 
are Lew Bradley and Le Roy Keller, 
but said to be most concerned are 
Charles S. Thomas, a former Colo- 
rado governor and senator, and 
Frank J. Cannon, a former Utah 
senator, both heavily interested in 
silver. Planned to move publica- 
tion office of ‘Money’ to Washing- 
ton later, 


Maritime Murder 


Crime Club’s newest issue is 
‘Murder On the Yacht,’ by Rufus 
King, thrill specialist, who in this 
instance follows a familiar design 
but weaves an ingenious pattern 
on the standard warp. 

As usual pretty nearly everyone 
aboard a pleasure yacht is sus- 


pected of the crime, as usual prac- 


tically every happening is a clue, 
and also as usual one of the least 
suspected proves to be the trouble 
maker, but the implications are 
deftly handled to hold suspense and 
even practiced arm chair detectives 
are apt to find themselves at fault 
when the last few pages are 
reached, which seldom happens in 
this type of yarn. 

Of its type ‘Murder On the 
Yacht’ is inventive, even though 
the components are commonplace. 
Printed by Doubleday Doran for 
the Crime Club at $2. 





Sino-Jap Flood 
Deluge of books on the Far East 
covering the present Sino-Japanese 
controversy just about to start. One 
of the first will be the volume 
George E, Sokolsky, Far East com- 
mentator for the New York ‘Times,’ 
is writing for Doubleday, Doran. 
The book will come off the press 

about the middle of April. 
Publishers welcoming with open 
arms just now anything touching 
on the Sino-Japanese affair. <A 
cinch that Floyd Gibbons will do a 
book on the subject, and there will 
probably be one by Hallett Abend, 

another ‘Times’ man, too. 





‘Vanity’ Publisher 


That pseudo literary agent and 
mag publisher who garners most of 
his income through the copyright 
angle, is now @& ‘vanity’ publisher, 
too. 

A couple of books already issued 
by this new ‘vanity’ publisher, and 
carrying the imprint of his own 





same way in which a Ford car is 
turned out is related by Jonathan 
Norton Leonard in ‘The Tragedy 
of Henry Ford,’ a book Putnam 
will publish soon. 

According to the Leonard account, 





name. None of the books have 
gotten beyond his office except 
those that are on the bookshelves 
of their particular authors, 


jin print. 


cS eee ee > pom 


the night. 





Brooklyn Merger 

Absorption of the Brooklyn 
‘Standard-Union’ by the ‘Times’ 
leaves the borough with two news- 
papers. Former was taken over by 
Paul Block in 1929. The ‘Times’ 1s 
published by Fremont C. Peck, 
whose father became a millionaire 
through an affiliation with the 
Woolworth stores. 
Circulation of the ‘Times’ last 
statement was 96,000 ‘Standard- 
Union’ printed about 35,500 copies 
of which 16,000 were home-delivered. 
Joe Early, of the ‘Union,’ has 
joined the ‘Times’ as associate edi- 
tor. 





0. O.’s System 
O. O. McIntyre has confessed in 
one of his syndicated columns that 
six years ago, during a convales- 
cence in Paris, he lived in the 
French capital for three months 
without seeing an American or an 
American newspaper and wrote a 
daily article about New York for 
hig syndicate regardless, 





Landi Won’t Pan 
‘House for Sale,’ is title of Elissa 
Landi’s third novel, due for the 
bookstands March 24 from Double- 
day Doran. Story is laid in Eng- 
land. Meanwhile the Fox picture 
star is authoring a fourth, with lo- 
cale in America, but not Hollywood. 
Screen players says she'll never 
write about the picture colony as 

she’d be expected to pan it. 





Daily Ignores Kidnapping 

New York’s ‘Morning Telegraph’ 
the only metropolitan newspaper 
and probably the only daily in the 
country which has not printed a 
line about the Lindbergh baby kid- 
napping. 

It is publisher’s orders. Latter 
figures the sheet being a 15-cent 
paper, its readers are of a special 
class which uses other dailies cov- 
ering the story completely. And 
then there is the radio. 





Coast Rummage 

Maravine Thompson who oper- 
ated a rummage store in New York 
for the benefit of the Authors’ 
League fund, contemplates a sim- 
ilar enterprise in Hollywood. 

She is now looking for a location 
to sell cast-offs from the celebs and 
thus make money for unfortunate 
authors. 





G. R. Agate Dead 
George Rowland Agate, 75, for- 
mer treasurer of the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer Publishing Co., died 
at the Mount Sinai hospital there 
March 11, after a lingering iliness. 
After 43 years of service on the 
paper, Agate retired in 1927 divid- 
ing his time between his Cleveland 
home and Florida winter residence. 

He was ill ‘or several years: 





who 
have paid to see their inspirations 


Besides the widow a daughter 
survit es. 








Gone Political 
Ranks of former newspaper men 
on the New York State payroll 








And Life Goes On ($2.50) 
Miss Pinkerton ($2.00) ... 


Story of My Life ($3.50) 


Only Yesterday ($3.00) ..... 


Mourning Becomes Electra ($2.50) 





BEST SELLERS 


Best Sellers for week ending March 65, as reported by The Amer- 
ican News Co., Inc., and branches. 
Fiction 
Thirteen Women ($2.50) ....-eee-: 





eccccececooces» bY Mary Roberts Rinehart 
Challenge of Love ($2.00) wccscccccccesesssssBy Warwick Deeping 
Peril at End House ($2.00) ..-cccscccccecce...- By Agatha Christie 
Mary’s Neck ($2.50) ..ccsscscees 

Non-Fiction 
Once a Grand Duke ($3.50) eccccecsccceees.By Grand Duke Alexander 
escccccesee»- bY Frederick Lewis Allen 
Epic of America ($3.75) ......+6. 
United States in World Affairs ($3.00)........ By Walter Lippman 


scccccecccces- BY Tiffany Thayer 
...By Vicki Baum 


eeeeesceess+ BY Booth Tarkington 


ore Fe ers eee By Clarence Darrow 


Rewee -»--By John Truslow Adams 


ob evaee e@owowe By Eugene O'Neil 








have been swelled within recent 
months by the addition of John 
Gibbs, fomerly of N. Y. ‘World,’ as 
secretary of Conservation Depart- 


ment, succeeding Herbert Gaston, 
former ‘World’ night editor, pro- 
moted from secretary to deputy 


commissioner of the department. 

George Gehrke, former ‘World’ 
city hall and Albany man, is now 
with Power Authority. State De- 
partment of Taxation and Finance 
has three—Charles McTigue, former 


Sunday and city eidtor of Albany 
‘Knickerbocker Press,’ who is sec- 
retary of the Tax Commission; 


Jimmy ‘Walace, fromer legislative 
corespondent for Troy Record,’ 
now assistant deputy commissioner 
in bureau of local assesment, and 
Jack Halpin, former Schenectady 
‘Gazette’ political writer, who is 
private secretary to T. M. Lynch, 


Commissioner of Taxation and IT i- 
nance. 
Joe Fitzpatrick, Albany news- 


paper man, is now doing publicity 
for the division of parole. Walter 
Green, once legislative correspend- 
ent for several upstate sheets, is 
with Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, and Murray Tanner, New 
York ‘Post's’ Albany man of years 
ago, is assistant secretary of Public 
Service Commission, 

Although not on a state payroll, 
George Harder, who was the Albany 
‘Times Union’ political writer and 
correspondent for Buffalo ‘News,’ 
has graduated to secretary of Dem- 
ocratic State Committtee, and runs 
a law practice as well. George 
Snell, former Rochester political 
writer at Albany, now publicity man 
for Republican state committee. 








Real Names of Authors 
Carolyn Wells, author of ‘The 
Roll-Top Desk Mystery,’ is Mrs. 
Hadwin Houghton. But who is 
Sidney Fairway, author of ‘The 
Doctor’s Defense’? 
Syracuse Slash 

Harvey D. Burrill, publisher of 
the ‘Journal-American,’ Syracuse. 


by wire from the Hearst ranch on 
the Coast, directed a 10% salary 
slash affecting all unorganized de- 
partments on the Hearst papers 
in Syracuse, N. Y. Reduction, in 
effect at once, hits all receiving 
more than $30 a week. Understood 
that salaried employes drawing 
more more than $100 a week take 
a 15% cut 

All Syracuse papers are seeking 
downward revisions of union scales. 





Authors Option 

Selection by the Literary Guild 
of a Dutton book, despite the state- 
ment two years ago by John 
Macrae, the Dutton head, that he 
would make no submissions to any 
of the book-of-the-month clubs, ex- 
plained by him. 

According to Macrae, he still 
feels that way about the book-of- 
the-month clubs, but where an 
author on the Dutton list prefers 
to submit a book to any of the 
book-of-the-month clubs, he can do 
so. Van Wyck Brooks did just that 
with his ‘Life of Emerson,’ and the 
Literary Guild took it up. 


$25,000 Cricketer 

Jack Hobbs, the most famous 
cricketer in England, is to receive 
$25,000 from the London ‘Star’ to 
report the Australia-England test 
matches next winter in Australia. 
Hobbs, now 50, has been leading 
batsman in England for 20 years, 
but is giving up his automatic 
choice in the all-England team ow- 
ing to advancing age. Even now 
he is still the best opening bats- 
man in the world. His salary of 
25,000 is in addition to expenses 
for himself and family. 








Muriel Vernon’s New Desk 
Muriel Vernon is now dramatic 
and motion picture editor of the 
3uffalo ‘Evening News.’ She joined 
that paper early this month. 
Miss Vernon was the original 
‘Doris Arden,’ for the Chicago 





‘Times.” Latter name is used for 
the film reviewer of that paper. 
Check Girl’s Yarns 
Renee Carroll, Sardi’s hat snatch- 
er, will have a ‘Liberty’ story next 


week. It’s ‘Checking Up on Broade- 
way.’ 
Her ‘In Your Hat’ book will be 


a review of the Broadway 
when it-appears in the fall. 


parade 





St. Louis Vet Dies 

William A. Kelsoe, 81, veteran St, 
Louis newspaperman, died of pneu- 
monia at the Deaconess hospital 
there, March 9. 
For years Kelsoe has been ex- 
change editor of the ‘Post-Dispatch’ 
and active in newspaper work for 
more than a half century. Son sur< 
vives, 

Dr. Firkins Dies 

Dr. Oscar W. Firkins, 67, profes-« 
sor of literature at the University 
of Minnesota and former New York 
dramatic critic, died at his home 
in Minneapolis of pneumonia. He 
had been with the college for more 
than 40 years, but continued his 
comments on the drama and wrote 
biographical studies. 





Jump Symbols 

N. Y. ‘Post’ has introduced a new 
idea in jumping a story off the 
front page. Employs a series of six 
point symbols, stars, dots, tri- 
angles, etc., and at the end of the 
front page story runs 

‘Look for this * on page two.’ 
Reader looks for the symbol, 
which is supposedly more quickly 
spotted than the head. 


‘Life’s’ New Editor 

George T. Bgglestone, associate 
editor of ‘College Humor,’ leaves 
that post to assume editorship of 
‘Life.’ 

Bolton Mallory, ‘Life’s’ current 
ed, is reported to have sunk much 
cash in the humor mag before call- 
ing quits. 





Spillane On Board 
W. J. Spillane has been elected te 
the board of directors of the Amer- 
ican News Co. 
He retains his post as manager 
of the distribution organization. 





Revival 
For the first time since the 
George Ade musical comedies, the 
libretto and lyrics of ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ by George Kaufman and Ira 
Gershwin, will be published in book 
form. Knopf-Harms getting out 

the score separately. 





Coast Jit Magf 

San Francisco capital reported 
backing a nickel fan mag to be 
published in Hollywood by Jim 
Doyle, former publisher of the 
Seattle ‘Post-Inteliigencer.’ 

Chatter 

They’re predicting Louis Golding’s 
‘Magnolia Street’ a best seller. 

Putnam’s got an order last week 
for ‘Enduring Passion,’ by George 
Bernard Shaw, of all people! 

Frank Sullivan will do a book for 
Doubleday—Doran. 

It’s now Jonathan Cape and Rob- 
ert Ballou, Inc., instead of Cape & 
Smith, 

Robert E. Speller, the publisher, 
has written a play. 

John V. A. Weaver back to poetry. 

Mildred Gilman, who used to be 
a sobbie, responsible for the pub- 
lication of that book called Head- 
lines.’ 

Eleanor 
abroad, 

As a respite from fiction, Lucille 
Ricks doing a biog of an unnamed 
American statesman. 

In line with the new 
the Orient, Andrew 





Mercein Kelly going 


interest in 
A. Freeman’s 


‘Brown Women and White’ tells 
about the ladies ef Siam. 
Elissa Landi presented with a 


copy of her third novel, ‘House for 
Sale,’ in a ceremony at Fox studio 
on the coast. 
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Radio Yelp Letters Are Just 
Another Habit of Assorted Nuts 








Chicago, March 14. 
Much has been written about the 
glories of fan mail daily carted 
the radio etudios, but not 


much has been mentioned of that 
minority which takes pen in hand 
to write to the stations, or the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission, demanding 
that certain changes be made in 
the broadcasting system. 

Radio studios do not take the 
trouble to answer the complaints 
unless the complaint is called for 
or legitimate. At first the studios 
tried to reply politely to each 
verbal rap, but they have given up 
the job as hopeless. Particularly 
since they have discovered by re- 
search that many of the howlers 
are padded cell material. 

Practically every station today 
has a ‘nut file,’ so labelled and 
listed, in which they keep these 
written complaints. The Federal 
Radio Commission is regularly 
forced to wade through these psy- 
chopathic letters, asking that sta- 
tions be swept off the ether. These 
persons, suffering mainly from 
what psychologists call a ‘persecu- 
tion complex,’ insist that a certain 


into 


station is sending out vile and 
abusive language about them. 
What Imaginations 
To illustrate are a few letters 


received by local stations: 

‘If you do not immediately stop 
broadcasting that vile and obscene 
language about me I will take the 
matter up with the higher author- 
ities. You are runining me and my 
family by broadcasting such abu- 
sive lies about me. I am not 
any of those things that you call 
me, as I am a self-respecting and 
respectable woman, It is a won- 
dey they allow you to use such vile 
language over the radio. You think 
you can fool me by playing music 
while you are talking about me, but 
I can hear you speaking of me in 
the background. It must stop.’ 

‘If you do not stop broadcasting 
that electricity at me I will come 
up there and take the matter into 
my own hands. While I am walk- 
ing down the street tending to my 
own business you start broadcast- 
ing Electricty at me.and it sticks 
me so [ have to jump. In 
Heaven’s name please stop sticking 
me with that electricity.’ 

‘Why are you telling the people 
®uch lies about me and calling me 
geuch names over your station. As 
I walk along the street I can hear 
them whispering to themselves and 
pointing their fingers at me as I 
am walking down the street. I 
know you are broadcasting these 
vile things about me even though 
I can’t hear them for myself be- 
cause every time I rush home to 
listen to those lies you stop broad- 
casting them and change quick to 
your regular programs. You are 
ruining me financially by these ob- 
scene lies and if you do not stop I 
will take you to the courts to sue 
for a lot of money that I have lost 
because of those obscene lies.’ 

Some of these letters are in them- 
selves so obscene in language that 
to reprint them in toto would be 
impossible. But all the radio yelp- 
ers are not such recognized and 
obvious psychopaths, but may be 
batty only on certain subjects. For 
instance many stations regularly re- 
ceive missives demanding that they 
immediately cart jazz off the air 
because it’s too low-brow, and then 
an equal number of letters are re- 
ceived blasting symphony programs 
as being too high-brow. One side 
insists that the stations are playing 
for the lowest scum of the nation, 
while the other just as dogmatically 
states that the stations are tools 
in the hands of the capitalists. 


Interferance Mania 


One of the most popular 
plaints received by both stations 
and Radio Commission is from peo- 
ple who have poor or imperfect 
radio sets and who get more than 
one station at any one point on 
their dial. These people never 
imagine that there’s anything 
wrong with their set but imme- 
diately inform the Commission that 


coni- 


the offending station is off its li- 
ecensed wave length. 
Attacks are common against all 


religious programs by people of op- 
posing religions on the grounds 
that such features are pros- 
elyting and turning their childrens’ 
thoughts away from their teach- 
ings. That the children or anybody 
doesn’t have to listen to these 
broadcasts never enters the mind 


, 
= 


‘CBS ADDS THREE INCL. 


‘PHOTOPLAY’ OUT OF CHI 


Chicago, March 14. 

Columbia Broadcasting’s west- 
ern division today closed for three 
new network commercials, but all 
of these came in on special cam- 
paigns, i.e., under the usual mini- 
mum 13-week period. Top money 
spender of the trio is Greyhound 
Bus Lines which signed for 10 Sun- 
day evening sessions starting April 
3 on a 30-station link that will take 
in the basic network, the South At- 
lantic group and the west coast 
unit, Program will include orchestra 
and warbler, neither of which has 
yet been picked. 

Photoplay makes its debut on the 
chain April 16 with a series of seven 
weekly half-hour shows featuring 
dramatized versions of lives of as 
many picture stars. Fan mag’s 
hookup is limited to 15 stations. 

Starting March 20 Minneapolis 
Honeywell Heat Regulator will re- 
lease over the same network a 
weekly half-hour musical program 
similar to that bankrolled by the ac- 
count on NBC until two months 
ago. Thermostat maker’s contract 
with CBS stipulates six weeks only. 
All three programs will originate 
from the CBS Chi studios. 





Broadcasters Steam 
At Hint Olympics 
An NBC ‘Exclusive’ 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Local radio stations are on the 
outs with the Olympics committee, 
over the reported ‘in the bag’ deal 
whereby the broadcasting of the 
games results will be given exclu- 
sively to NBC for a real piece of 
dough. 

Question got into the percolating 
stags this week when the stations 
were solicited as to their willingness 
to go on the air with blurbs about 
the coming games as the stations’ 
contribution to helping put Los 
Angeles on the map. 

Correspondence followed asking 
for a yes or no on the exclusive 
broadcasting thing with a ducking 
routine reported from the com- 
mittee. 

Attitude now on the part of the 
broadcasters is no blurbs’ unless 
they will be granted an equal op- 
portunity with the chains and the 
newspapers in reporting the games. 


Finance Co. Changes Air 
Program to Pop Standard 











Chicago, March 14. 


Household Finance, after four 
years on the ether, has decided that 
its type of entertainment is too 
high-brow for the class it is trying 
to reach with the sales ballyhoo, and 
beginning with next week a male 
harmony trio will be given a spot on 
the network program for the inter- 
polation of pop numbers. Alice 
Mock, Chicago Civic Opera star, re- 
mains, but the direction of the or- 
chestra on the program changes 
hands. Josef Koestner, NBC studio 
staff eonductor, takes over the baton 
from Frank Laird Waller of the 
Milwaukee Symphony. 

Same commercial last week pulled 
its daily local program on WBBM, 
|CBS key, after the station had re- 
fused to grant the favor of shifting 
the session preceding it. Household 
finanee had a warbling monologist 
spotted at 4 o’clock each afternoon. 
Previous quarter was split between 
a staff organist and a speaker from 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the former taking 
first five minutes. 

Commercial had asked that the 
organist be instead spotted the oth- 
er way around, or on the last five 


the 


have at least a 
when it went on. 


listening 





of the squawking letter-writer. The 
various anti societies daily turn out 
bushels of bulletins to. stations, 
statesmen and Commissioners, de- 
manding that they forbid cigaret 
programs, cosmetic programs, and 





#0 on down the entire list. 


minutes, so that its program would | 
quorum | 


50% COMMISH 


Big 





KNX’'s Divvy as Booking 


Agent 





Hollywood, March 14. 

Arizona Wranglers, cowboy war- 
blers broadcasting from KNX here, 
will tour again this summer in pic- 
ture houses. Ranch boys will do a 
six week’s jaunt of one-nighters in 
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming and Utah. 

Radio talent go out on a 50-50 
gross split basis, booked by thei 
home station and plugged on the air 
before and while en route. 

Last year’s tour netted KNX 
around $2,000. This year the station 
is figuring on making $10,000 on the 
personals. 


NBC ACQUIRES 
WBZ AND WBZA 


Springfield, Mass., March 14. 
NBC has the sales 
and program departments of WBZ 
and WBZA, the Westinghouse com- 
pany’s New England stations. In- 
dications are that the most of the 
programs originating in these two 


stations will be eliminated when 
contracts now in existence expire. 
Although the stations in the past 
have carried some NBC chain pro- 
grams, they were operated separat- 
ly and had their own sales agree- 
ments and program arrangements. 
The personnel of WBZ and WBZA 
will not be affected by the change, 
according to Oliver Morton, an of- 
ficial of the two stations. He de- 
scribed the new arrangement as 
more of a working agreement than 
anything else as Westinghouse will 
retain both ownership and opera- 
tion. There have been rumors that 
NBC would acquire the stations. 
NBC also took over the sales and 








taken over 


program management of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, other Westinghouse 
stations. 


WBZ and WBZA have been heavy 
on programs consisting mainly of 
various types of talks. 


KYW Stays Indie 
Chicago, March 14. 

Takeover by NBC of the remain- 
ing stations on the Westinghouse 
Electric string will not include the 
local outlet, KYW. Latter will go 
on being operated by the ‘Herald 
and Examiner,’ Hearst morning 
sheet. 

Network’s affiliation setup in Chi- 
cago doesn’t make necessary the 
direct operation of KYW. As a 
matter of fact, NBC recently has 
been forced into the spot of hav- 
ing to switch quite a number of its 
commercials to stations operated 
locally by the network to fill the 
latter’s schedules. These outlets 
are WMAQ and WENR, both trans- 
mitter free to hum away at a full 
time basis and centrally located on 
the dial. 

NBC would be interested in tak- 
ing over KYW if it were cerfain 
that the Federal Radio Commission 
would permit it to shift the wave- 
length origin and the transmitter 
to some other point on the broad- 
casting map where the dial wasn’t 
overcrowded and where the net- 
work wasn’t so strategically situ- 
ated in the way of directly con- 
trolled outlets. For instance, Phila- 
delphia. But chances of putting 
through such a shift are slim, since 
other stations located in neighbor- 
ir.g states, supposed to be under- 
quoted, have from time to time ap- 
plied for the KYW wave length. 


Lewis James Set 





Lewis James of the Revelers, has 
been placed under 2 26 week con- 
tract to Mobiloil, NBC. He will be 
featured with Gladys Rice and Nat 
Shilkret’s orchestra. 

James starts his contract tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 





SPAGHETTI AUDITIONS 
Mueller’'s Spaghetti goes on NEC 
March $81. 
| Now auditioning for talent. 








Richards Leaves WAAF 
Chicago, March 14. 
Hank Richards has resigned as 
program director for station WAAF 
|here, being replaced by Eddie Sim- 
mons, 
, Station is a 


fusing only the 


low-watter locally 
daylight hours. 


By Buying Time 





|FINALLY GETS ON ETHER 


Chicago, March 14. 





When the number o programs 
j} audit oned for it reached 50, the Reed 
| Murdock Co. decided it had heard 
enough, and out of the record list 
of tryouts selected a skit 
and a studio musical aggregation. 
Starting this week the former, 
labelled ‘The Lyon Family’ and fea- 
turing Virginia Lee, will be heard 
afternoons three times a week over 
WLS. The latter, made up of a 
staff band and baritone, Fred Jeske, 
go on WGN for a thrice weekly eve- 
ning session. 

Contracts with both outlets stipu- 
late 13 weeks. Commercial 
over three months listening to 
everything in the way of radio en- 
tertainment anybody locally had to 
offer before it made up its mind. 


domesti 


spent 


Agencies Shuffling 
Budgets for Daylight 
Saving Time Via Ether 





Chicago, March 14, 

All advertising agencies handling 
radio accounts are now going 
through the throes of adjusting their 
budgets to the approaching switch 
to daylight saving time. Task for 
them this year has been increased, 
though agreeably, by Columbia’s 
new policy of charging for time ac- 
cording to the hours of the clock 
prevailing at the points of program 
release. 

Previously, if a program originat- 
ed from New York at an evening 
hour and was released by stations 
along the link of-an afternoon hour 
the commercial was charged the 
evening rate right across the board. 
CBS revised ruling means a big sav- 
ing for its client when the hands of 
the clock are pushed forward and 
the agencies are now busy picking 
out additional stations on which to 
spend this difference in the individ- 
ual budgets. 

Practice of taxing commercials the 
night or daytime rate prevailing at 
the points of local release went into 
effect on NBC last summer. 


Ad Agency Gets Direct 
Line Audition Panel 


Chicago, March 14. 

Taking a cue from their New 
York offices, the Lord & Thomas & 
Logan agency is now installing a 
radio panel to bring all programs 
and auditions in town right into 
their own conference rooms. Direct 
wires will connect the agency with 
the NBC and CBS studios here. In 
this way the would-be air adver- 
tisers can judge programs in the 
agency’s rooms without trouping 
down to the chain studios. 

In addition the agency is fixing 
up its own audition room with mike 
and loudspeaker so that the full 
radio effect may be secured for the 
conferenciers. Will be the first 
panel of this sort in to-yn. 


WFBL Changes Hands 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 14. 
Ownership of WEFBL, the Onon- 
daga hotel broadcasting 
has passed from the hoteY operat- 
ing company to the Onondaga Hote} 








station 


Corp., owner of the building prop- 
erty. Operating company is al- 
lied with the United Hotels Corp. 

Terms of the deal not made pub- 
lie, 


Investment Co. Renews 





Chicago, March 14, 
Halsey Stuart Co. last week put 
itself down for another 52-week 
stretch on NBC, Contract renewal 
takes the investment outfit into its 
fifth year on the air and the same 
network, 
Musical unit ealling itself the 
Chicago Little Symphony and ba- 
.|toned by Walter Bloch continues 


| with the program, 


CBS Plans Network Protection 


on Key Outlets 


Qn Wholesale-Guarantee Basis 


AFTER 50 TRYOUTS FIRM 


! 

Chicago, March 14. 

| Before next fall the Columbia net- 
| work, according to plans now afoot, 
will be in the position of controlling 
ithe choice day and evening hours 
lon affiliated stations located in 
rr very important key center of popu- 
lation. Under this arrangement the 
| network's sales department will at 
| the very start of negotiations be 
able to guarantee a_ prospective 


client a definite number of stations, 
something that neither CBS nor its 
rival chain can do at the present 
time, 


Having come to the 
that the hit-and-miss method of 
lining up available sources of re- 
lease for a commercial program will 
j}have to be abandoned for a more 
stabilized system, Columbia is grad- 
ually putting into effect the whole- 
sale time-buying proposition among 
its allied stations. If a station situ- 
ated in a strategetic spot refuses to 
sell outright or accede to a share- 
selling bid, the network’s next ma- 
neuver is to try to work out a deal 
whereby it obtains first call on speci- 
fied morning, afternoon and night- 
time hours. Remuneration for the 
latter segments of the clock is eal- 
culated on a lump sum basis, with 
the contract guaranteeing that this 
amount will be forthcoming from 
the chain over a minimum period of 
52 weeks whether it uses all the 
stipulated time or otherwise. 

Under the system currently in 
vogue and that has been in oper- 
ation since the organization of chain 
broadcasting the stations are al- 
lowed $50 an hour for network 
commercials carried by them. As a 
premium for the service Columbia 
furnishes any and all sustaining 
programs to its affiliates, while the 
opposition network imposes a $25 
tax for the unsponsored show. 


conclusion 


Present System Uncertain 


Finding open time for its commer- 
cial sessions among the indie-oper- 
ated key spots has become the most 
serious problem confronting both 
chains. Way out of the dilemma, 
Columbia obviously has come to 
realize, ig to adopt this policy of 
buying time from these strategetic 
release points on a wholesale basis. 


William Paley organization was 
originally forced to accept this solu- 
tion last fall, when it suddenly 
found itself without a full-time out- 
let in Chicago. CBS’ chief affiliate, 
the ‘Daily News’ transmitter, 
WMAQ, had in a fast deal engi- 
neered by M. H. Aylesworth passed 
into the hands of the opposition. 
Only other full-time station avail- 
able for Chicago release of the Co- 
lumbia programs was WGN, the 
‘Tribune’ mouthpiece, With the 
possibility of a hookup here on the 
$50 per program basis entirely out 
of the question, Columbia came 
through with a wholesale time buy- 
ing proposition, which in return for 
three hours each night of the WGN 
schedule guarantees the _ station 
$3,000 a week, or $260,000 a year. 

When John Shepard’s Yankee 
Network threatened some time later 
to withdraw from the CBS affilia- 
tion list the network here also re- 
sorted to a time-block deal on an 
annual guarantee basis. Another 
midwest spot clearing Columbia 
programs on a weekly set figure is 
WXYZ, operated by the Kunsky- 
Trendel interests. 


Key Spots Only 

In negotiating with these key sta- 
tions on its link, Columbia suggests 
that the station in arriving at the 
wholesale rate take into consider- 
ation the various economies of oper- 
ation it can effect as the result of 
such a deal, Outside the advan- 
tage of being assured of a definite 
annual income, the network points 
out, the station, since it will have 
less time to dispose of and less pro- 
grams to prepare, can adjust both 
its sales and producing organiza- 
tions. 

As for the affiliates in the smaller 
towns or non-key spots, the Colum- 
bia network has taken the attitude 
that the $50 pro quod plan will have 
to stand as is. Chain here contends 
that these minor ether channels are 
more dependent upon the network 
programs for maintaining interest 
in their outlets than networks 
;are dependent upon them for com- 
jmercial clearings. 
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NETWORKS HOLD 
BAG FOR AIR 
ACCTS 


Radio Continuity Men 
Coming Into Picture 
As Essential Element 


is l 
radio 


the 





The writer 


next in line 


radio continuity 


in the progress of 
for 


attention, with 


BERNIE AND KATE AS 


Ben Bernie will make a 
star’ appearance on Kate 
broadcast on the CBS-La Palina 


Hour from Chicago tonight (Tues- 





important 


advertising recognizing that 





i I networks ire com- | 
| 
m n Lo la Ve headaches ove 
; 
co! al accounts who are un-| 
able to meet thei advertising | 
bills Reported that CBS during | 
the past two weeks has been left } 
holding the bag for two of its | 
accounts, while one NBC client may 
shortly retire from the air prior to 
its contractual expiration date, 
owing the network plenty. 
Majority of this trouble arises 
from the commercials running into 
financial difficulties after once con- 


tracting for air advertising. 


ewe ew ee ee 












4BOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBI 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 
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“The Street Singer” 


ARTHUR 


TRACY 


Heard Over WABC 
C.B.S. Network 





MON. & WED. - - - 10:45 P.M. 
FRI, (Pillsbury Pageant) 9 P.M. 
SUNDAY - - - + - + 12:15 P.M. 


C.B.S. Exclusive Management 














Ever-Ready 


Safety Razor Program 
Sponsored by 
American Safety Razor Co. 











CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


SUN.-MON. 
11:30 P.M. 
E. S&S. T. 


TUES. 


ifrank to cont 


|} sought 


| 


| Shake 


‘the 
| 


about 
dou 
opt 


ram 


speare's crack 


play’s the thine’ goes ble for th 


her contin ies. P presenia- | 


its | 


tion of a radio prog has for 


source the radio plotter, 


For a time, the ad agencies re} 


ess, they had difficul 
that he 


usually 


their clients 


for 


convincing 
$200 charge 
the item, was probably the 
most important element in the ef- 
fectiveness of a radio program. The 
advertiser didn’t squawk about the 
wire charges for broadcasting fa- 
cilities, nor the fancy tolls for the 
talent, but when it came to the 
‘continuity’ item there usually 
cropped 

The 


rent 


‘continuity,’ 


smallest 


discussion. 
with an intelli 
situation 
very much 
More than 
out that the 
on the air 
or dramatic 
‘The Gold- 
are best 
situa- 
The 
almost 
of the 
imaginative 


up some 
radio write 


conceptiol of ether 
than 
afte 
ever it is be 
situation means more 
than the actual comedy 
Amos ’n’ Andy, 
and kindred 
that the 


rathel g2ag8 18 a 


personage 


ng borne 


lines. 
bergs’ skits 
proof 


tion 


motivation of 
the ranking appeal. 
lines by themselves are 
banal, but the etherizing 
situation — strictly an 
appeal, since there is no physical 
expression to convey it—substanti- 
ates the general effect of the dialog. 


CBS HAS ALL MEN’S 
CLOTHES AIR ACTS 


Chicago, March 14. 
With the addition of the Richman 


is 








Brothers account last week, the Co- 
lumbia network now has a monop- 
oly of the men’s clothing business 
on the air. Others from the ready 
made category are Society Brand 
and Hart, Schaffner & Marx. 
Understood that Hart, Schaffner 


& Mark doesn’t intend to renew its 
contract on the expiration date the 
latter part of this month. 





HALL SIGNED TWO WAYS 

William Vincent Hall, who on 
Sunday (13) went on his first com- 
mercial for CBS, has also been 
placed under a sustaining contract 
to CBS. Hall starts his sustain- 
ings this Thursday (17) and will 
be spotted for 15 minutes each 
Thursday and Friday thereafter, 

Hall started radio work in Cali- 





fornia. His CBS commercial is 
Howard Clothes. 
BACK TO PUBLIX 
CBS and Publix will probably 
close negotiations today (Tuesday) 
for the circuit to play the Mills 
Brothers for 15 weeks beginning 


April 15. 
week, 
Ether colored quartet are cur- 
rently with RKO until April 2. 


Time will be laid out this 


8-B OUTS TWO 





THUR.-SAT. 
11 P.M. 
E. S. T. 
WED. 

11:15 P.M. 
_& Ss. T. 

















‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 


PROGRAM 


National Broadcasting Company 


gen. mer. for Sha- 
and Dave Ringle, 


Jack Glogau, 
piro-Bernstein, 


day). Miss Smith has a one week 
vaude booking in Chicago 

In exchange, Miss Smith will 
‘euest’ on Ben Bernie’s Blue Rib- 
bon period the same night. Bernie's 
broadcast comes 15 minutes. afte 
| Miss Smith signs off. 

Sponsors of both the songstress 
and the band leader-comedian 


agreed to the interchange of artists 
for tonight 


MPTOA Convention 





(Continued from page 5) 
afternoon that the Hays organiza- 
tion is responsible for double fea- 
tures and that distributors alone 
can stop it through contract tight- 
ening. 
Jules Michels, of Buffalo, 
on price-cutting, told of 
his territory selling six 
25 cents. 

Highlights to be scanned 
the convention include: 
Direct exhibitor co-operation with 
producers on future features, com- 
mencing with the 193 schedules. 
No demand for a general reduc- 
tion in present film rentals, but the 
advice to individual members to 
barter livable prices with individual 
companies. 

Approval of block booking on a 
basis which will give the exhibitor 
a chance for greater selection; of 
exhibitors spurning big companies 
which refuse, and to encourage in- 
dependent producers with contracts 
in advance. This admitted to 
necessitate modification of 5-5-5 
contract formula. 

That unfair protection and Zon- 
ing are strictly local matters and 
should be adjusted by state units of 
exhibitors with recourse to the na- 
tional organization only when un- 
able to agree. 

That double featuring will have to 
take its course, but that this is also 
a matter of local situations and 
the exhibitor, if desperate, has the 


talking 
exhibs in 


tickets for 


during 


aad 
vue-v00 


is 


right to resort to any measure of 
relief, 
Not Inspired 
Getting out of the convention rut 
with a new group of ideas the 


MPTOA, according to its president, 
M. A. Lightman, is now in a posi- 
tion where it can take such stands. 
Lightman maintains the move to 
aid producers is not Haysian-in- 
spired, but motivated by the knowl- 
edge within the organization that 
the MPTOA now has what it did 
not have a year ago, emancipa- 
tion from producer donations 
through members who pay their 
dues and now make the organiza- 
tion self-supporting. 
On the basis of this new 
strength the MPTOA feels that it 
can demand a position at the pro- 
ducer board. That it can describe 
ways and means to the producer as 
to how he can eventually reduce 
bad pictures to a minimum, and 
that with the lessening of poor 
product will automatically come a 
minimizing of double featuring and 
rental complaints. 
As Production Guide 

On the matter of production ad- 
vice Lightman has this plan in 
mind: 





harmony man, were let out Satur- 
day (12). 
S-B has practically 
Title of gen. mer. 
cant. 


a new staff. 
will remain va- 


FEEHAN IN BOSTON 


Phil Feehan appointed Boston rep 


for Jack Mills 
Leonard Wilson, of same firm, 
leaves 


for a Coast basin this week. 


Foreign T. P. Moves 
March 14. 
Pictures ex- 
is moving and switching 
staff. Drops into the former Tif- 
fany quarters April 1. 
New setup will have 
as president and D. L. 


Chicago, 
Foreign Talking 


change 


Abe Teitel 
Apfelbaum, 











secretary. 








eee 








Over NBC Coast 
FOODTOWN 





LEOPOLD 


SHEAFFER LIFETIME REVUE 


Electrical Transeripiion Twice Weekly 
Over 18 Stations and increasing Weekly 


SPITALNY 


to Coast Network 


POPS REVUE 


and to function the year around; 
month to the executive 
tee, in turn, 


production 
Hays. 


body named by 


makes it clear, however, 


tempting to produce 
have 


tion of dieses 


pictures 


MPTOA Via NBC 








NBC 
dinner from the May flower 
Washington, over its WEAF 
work from 12:00 to 12:30 p. m., 
night (Tuesday). 

















RECIPROCAL GUESTS 


‘guest 
Smith's 


Sub-committees of exhibitors to 
be named throughout the country 


same committees to report every 
committee 
of the MPTOA with this commit- 
to meet with a special 
Will 


Exhibitor knowledge of the public 


that nis 
organization has no intention of at- 
or 
anything to do with the dicta- 


will broadcast the MPTOA 
hotel, 
net- 
to- 


Among those slated to put in an 
appearance in front of the mike are 


Senator Dill, Eddie Dowling, Con- 
rad Nagel, Bebe Daniels and Lee 
Morse, 


Sirovich Quiz 





(Continued from page 48) 


Smith, Otto Kahn, and Mayor 
Walker, along with Pola Negri, and 
many other notables on Broadway, 
had attended the opening and that 
all of them told her the play was 
good; but not the Broadway drama 
critics. They hopped on it—good 
and hard. 


a 
Oi- 


commended the play—and then 
fered those criticisms. 


Mr. Rogers told the committee 
that Sroadway has two separate 
and distinct schools of drama 
critics—one really trained for the 


work, and the other playing by ear— 
that is, the boys who don't really 
know what it is all about, but who 
write good copy, smart, wise- 
cracking copy—and let it go at that. 
The first group, he said, is gen- 
erally in sympathy with the theatre, 
while the other is composed mostly 
of columnists whose background is 
wholly journalistic. 
Said Mr. Rogers: 
‘Abusive criticism has 
to injure the dramatic 
day and to place it 
of bankruptcy than almost any 
other single element. It is not the 
province of the critic to become en- 
tertaining at the expense of the 
play.” 


done more 
stage of to- 


in a position 


Critic Build-Up Hurts 
Plays might be good, bad, or in- 
different, he said, adding that this 
is not time for the critics to see 


Mayor Walker told Peggy per-| 
sonally that he ‘laughed and cried’ | 
at her play. She exhibited many 
letters from celebrities all of whom 


‘NEGFELD FOLLIES’ 
BILLING FOR RADIO 


Chrysler programs which Flor. 
enz Ziegfeld will produce for the 
air beginning April 3 on the CBS 
network will be billed as the ‘Zieg. 





feld Follies of the Air,’ instead of 
‘Chrysler Follies of the Air.’ Zieg- 
feld will personally appear on each 
broadcast as m.c., with the talent 
to be changed each week. Artists 
for the Initial broadcast not se- 
lected yet, due to Ziegfeld being itl}. 


These periods will be on 70 CBS 
stations from 8-8:30 until April 24, 
when it will pe neard from 10:30-11. 





MPPA’s Disc YVicense Dept. 


Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation has started a separate de- 
partment for the purpose of han- 
dling radio disc licenses, 

Harry Fox in charge. 














how many plays they can close. 
Producers, by building up critics, he 
said, had hurt themselves and Siro- 
vich ventured the opinion that the | 


producers who catered to the 
critics, by running their names in| 
the ads., etc., 


had built up a Frank- | 
enstein monster. 
What is needed on Broadway is 
a spirit of fair play among the} 
dramatic fraternity, and not one of 
seif-agrandizement, Rogers _ said.| 
Sirovich recalled that Arthur Bris- | 
bane had labelled some of the 
critics ‘smart Alecks.’ 
Then the boys went into a huddle | 
over the seriousness of the situa- | 
tion, and Dr. Sirovich regretted that 
no drama critics had appeared be- 
fore the committee up to this time. 
He wanted them to come down and 
meet him face to face. 

High Speed Fatal 
The short time reviewers have in 
which to work was cited as an ele- 
ment against their better judgment. 
If they held back comments a 
couple of days, and really thought 
it over, they'd refrain from dipping 
their pens in acid. Dr. Sirovich 
thought the best function of a 
critic was to aid the author in at- 
taining the effect he desired and 
not ripping his play to pieces, with- 
out offering some _ constructive 
criticism. 
The chairman of the committee 
exhibited a letter showng that one 
critic had referred to three well 
known actors as ‘hams.’ He also 
produced a letter from Fritz Lieber 
expressing the belief that one of 
these actors had died partly from 
the effect of this attack. 
Hatcher Hughes, too, had a story 
to tell mostly about what the critics 
said about his play, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner, ‘Hell Bent for Heaven.’ 
Hughes told just about what the 
scholastic mind thinks of the cur- 
rent crop of play reviewers. 





TWO YEARS» 
FFEATURED. _— 











On Friday, following up the ap- 
pearance, of what some of the Con- 
gressmen called ‘The Four Horse- 
men’—Hughes, Rogers, Hershfield, 
and Fears—Congressman Sirovich 
went direct to the floor of the House 
with his complaints against Broad- 
way drama critics. In a 20 minute 
speech, filled with forensic flourishes, 


‘J.B. ’nMae’ 


Sponsored by 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
(American Family Soap) 

Station WBBM 


Fach Mon., Wed., Fri., at 8:45 P. M. 











ED CONNIE 
Presents 


Aileen 
Stanicy 


With a SMILE 
in Her VOICE 


OLDSMOBILE’S 
MELODY SPEEDWAY 
WOR and 80 Associate Stations 

















RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Musical Director and 





: , he tore them limb from limb, 
pulse, in this way, can be brought labelling only one of them as 
to producers before they start a worthy. That is George Seno 
program of pictures, contends | Nathan designed ‘the : ad 

+ . s outstandine 
Lightman. The MPTOA chief ee 


intellectual of his time.’ 

Cheered on by the House men- 
bers, Dr. Sirovich called wpon 
Nathan to run out of the field of 
dramatic criticism all those who are 
unworthy, and he read extracts from 
one of the Nathan books on dramatic 
,criticism to show just what one 
| scribe thinks of the boys who sit 
| in the aisle seats, 












Program Manager 
KHJ, Los Angeles 


Don Lee 
Columbia Network 














AND HIS ORCH. 


Terrace Gardens, 
Hotel Morrison, Chicago 
Broadcasting 
KYW-WENR 
N.B.C. Network 
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TUNE IN ON THE 


Yeastfoamers Program 


SUNDAY 1:30 to 2 P. M. C.S.T. 
N.B.C. BLUE NETWORK 


Management 

MUSIC CORPORATION OF 

AMERICA 
Appearing Nightly at 


Blackhawk Restaurant, Chicage 
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ADVERT. FINALLY USES 
PAID-FOR AIR SESSION 


Chicago, March 14. 

After running nightly on WMAQ 
here the past four weeks without a 
commercial tag, Bill the Barber, se- 
rial skit, has received the stamp of 
approval from Jocur Wave Set, one 
of the Affiliated Products group. 
Commercial withheld the use of its 





name on the program, which it has 
been bankrolling all the time, until 
last week when a giveaway sample 
offer drew around 9,000 inquiries. 

Giveaway was put on asa test to 
find out whether anybody was lis- 
tening to the show. After the skit 
had been put into production and 
time bought for it, the commercial 
decided to go ahead with its con- 
tract obligations but defer attach- 
ing its name to the program until 
the thing proved itself. Number of 
returns, though not large for this 
eutlet, admittedly surprised both the 
eommercial and the agency handling 
the account. 

Jocur Wave Set is also represent- 
ed on the NBC network with a 
thrice weekly show, Waves of Mel- 
edy. 





PRINCE ALBERT 
DREAM GIRL~ 
NBC 


NETWORK 
Coast to Coast 
EAST WEST 


7:30PM th:15 RM. 











The Voice You Love to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs 


WA'BC Coast to Coast Network 
MONDAYS, 6:15 P. M. 
THURSDAYS, 9:00 P. M. 
FRIDAYS, 6:45 P. M. 
SATURDAYS, 8:45 P. M. 


Colambia Broadcasting System 

















ABE LYMAN 


AND HIS 


CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIPS’ 
DENTAL MAGNESIA 


WABC COAST TO COAST 
TUES., THURS., SAT., 8:15 (EAST) 

















(Negre Characterization) 
“Radio here has some- 
thing to offer the most 
esthetic listener, and set, such is the art of 
this session, that it has its appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 
MON., TUES., WED., THURS. and FRI., 








at 4:30 P. M., Over NBC BLUE NETWORK 











BARON LEE 


and His 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


Featuring Edgar Hayes, pianist 


WEAF Mon. and Thurs. 11:45 P. M. 
WIZ Fri., 12 Midnight 


From Cotton Club, New York 


Management 


Mills Dance Orchestras, Inc. 
799 7th Ave., New York 





Mohammedan 


os 


Hollywood, March 14, 
Press agent at KNX, Holly- 
wood, says Mary Duckett of 
the ‘Jeannie and Joan’ skit 
takes off her shoes before 
broadcasting. 


COAST'S RADIO 
STANCE VERY 
QUAINT 


Los Angeles, March 14, 

Since Crosby, Columbo, Lyman 
and the Boswell Sisters, all home 
grown Coast products, have become 
network air attractions, Los Ange- 
les radio talent feels that the eyes 
and ears of the nation are upon 
them. Recent signing of Loyce 
Whitman, Harry Barris and Donald 
Novis, all of the Cocoanut Grove, 
by NBC, has only helped to boost 
Coast talent’s self-opinion. 

‘Gimme another three months an’ 
I'm ripe for NBC or CBS,’ is the 
attitude of many out here who get 
in front of .a mike regularly. 

Infection has spread to a point 
where the fact that they’re working 
in hideaway stations for coffee 
money makes no difference. They're 
like vaude actors playing the fam- 
ily time, Sooner or later it’s the 
Palace. 














Saving for NBC! 

They talk about the material they 
are saving for the big air time. Evi- 
dently fearing theft, they only use 
staff material here. But when they 
land on NBC! 

Most of them forget that the 
western names who have made 
good on chain broadcasts ali had 
fair reputations before they hit the 
east, or the air, for that matter. 
Columbo and Miss Whitman are the 
exceptions. Novis was an Atwater- 
Kent audition winner before going 
to the Grove and Lyman had been 
heard from _ before, Barris and 
Crosby had reps with Paul White- 
man and the Boswell Sisters had 
years of small time vaude before 
they took the air, 


Lindy Baby Radio Hunt 
Cuts Out NBC Auditions 


NBC has temporarily cut out all 
auditions on Tuesday and Thursday, 
due to a shortage of engineers. A 
number of NBC’s engineers are out 
on the Lindbergh baby kidnapping 
case, and until the latter situation 
blows over, the Tuesday and Thurs- 
day audition ban remains in effect. 

Only audition which will be held 
at NBC during these two days are 
those set for commercials, 











Coslow’s NBC Trial 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Sam Coslow begins his NBC sing- 
ing contract with a half-hour over 
the coast NBC chain on March 21. 
Will be a tester with the song- 
writer backed by a KFI orchestra. 
If things go right Coslow will con- 
tinue three times weekly with a 

commercial buyer in sight. 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


CBS’s purchase of 50% of its stock held by 
officially announced iast week. Paramount has held a 50% interest in 
CBS since 1929. Par was obligated to meet certain payments on the 
stock during the past month, which it was not in a position to do, and 
therefore turned the stock back to CBS. 

Par sold its half interest in CBS to William S. Paley, president of the 
network, for $5,200,000. Par, in return, purchased all its common stock 
held by Paley under the repurchase agreement for $4,036,000, 


Paramount-Publix, was 


Associated with Paley in the repurchase of the CRS interest are Brown 
Brothers, Harriman & Co., Lehman Corporation, Field, Glor 
Herbert Bayard Swope. CBS announced that these ‘participations are 
for private investment with no public offering contemplated.’ 

It is authentically reported that CBS showed a ne 
$2,350,000 for 1931, 


profit of around 


Says one broadcasting exec: ‘The changing pu ligence 


sticks, is fast becoming a merchandising 
problem of no small importance for radio advertisers. Where formerly 
certain commodities were designed to reach the public in the towns and 
hamlets, and the sales’ talks especially contrived with that in view, now 
radio has so educated the general citizenry that there's little distinction. 
The best in music, sports, talent and drama has been brought to the 
sheepherder just as into the Park avenue home, with the likelihood that 
the backwoodsman has absorbed it more intensively than his big city 
neighbor. Hence, in the past five years you'd be surprised at the gen- 
eral norm of average intelligence existing in town and hamlet as well 
as in the bigger metropolises. Thus it is now 
to temporize our radio sales’ appeal to meet 
merly, depending on the commodity, we eithe 
the metropolitan market. 


becoming our problem 
where for- 
were after the rural or 


1 


both markets, 


‘Often as not, excepting for the fact that programs must 
emanate from New York or Chicago, we wished that both these cities 
could be cut out of the ether and coverage concentrated on the hinter- 
land or vice versa, 


Several months ago a mysterious broadcast in Los Angeles, announced 
as coming from KMTR and on that station’s wave-length, was heard by 
many listeners. Voice said there had been a head-on collision between 
two Southern Pacific trains just east of Los Angeles and asked for 
ambulances and physicians, 

Hundreds of calls swamped KMTR, police headquarters and the news- 
papers, with all efforts to trace both the accident and the broadcast 
unsuccessful. Affair was hushed up by Dept. of Commerce radio in- 
spectors who went to work seeking some amateur station operator, who 
had hooked up a powerful receiving station reversed as a transmitter. 

After two months on the case inspectors believe they have found the 
party responsible, a youth whose name they will not divulge but who 
has been placed in an institution by relatives, 


One of the few programs figured as about paying for itself, without 
going in for direct selling, is the Wrigley juve affair, Lone Wolf Tribe, 
over the Columbia network. Three time weekly show, released through 
19 outlets, is drawing a weekly average of 20,000 letters from kid 
listeners, 

In return for a slip of paper and button admitting them to the secret 
password, and entry into the Lone Wolf Tribe, the children send in five 
nickel gum wrappers. Mail inflow represents over $4,000 in sales a week. 
The program’s time and talent cost tallies around $2,500, 


Broadcasting from the floor of a cafe or nite club is still done without 
ostentation, for fear of drunks who may hop up to the mike and yell to 
the waiting world a crazy salutation. 

That’s why the microphone is placed in an inaccessible position on a 
bandstand, to circumvent such silly interludes from the gay dancers-by. 





For one week Bide Dudley discontinued his nightly legit reviewing for 


WMCA. Norman Pearce tried the stunt but for various reasons did not 
click. For one thing he seemed to have trouble securing first night 
tickets. Dudley is now sticking to legit shows. Previously he also 


covered pictures, 





Both CBS and WOR have withdrawn their sound crews from the scene 
of the Lindbergh baby kidnapping, Hopewell, N. J., leaving NBC the 
only broadcasting outfit there. 

NBC intends to continue its Jersey unit until the baby is found. 





WOR claims the first announcement of the Lindbergh kidnaping. Con- 
trol room records of the station reveal first mention was made at 11:35 
p. m. the night the baby disappeared. 





an SF 














| the WMAQ transmitter Nov. 1. ' 


FRANCE MAY PIONEER 
COMM’L TELEVISION COON-SANDERS 


ORCHESTRA 
Paris, March 14, Hotel New Yorker, New York 
France may possibly be the first | 


! 
country to introduce television on a Broadcasting Via WEAF 
commercial scale, This despite the | FEATURING 


current slump. | 
A new cheap receiving apparatus | 4 
to be marketed at not much more | 


than radio receiving sets, has been | 
JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


a 100 mile range from the broad- 
casting. 


After 3 Years, 3 Docs 
Out of NBC-WMAQ 


Chicago, March 14. 
Three Doctors (Rudolph, Pratt 
and Sherman) will be out of station 





Simultaneous E.-W. 
Broadcasts to Avoid 
Radio Time Difference 


B. A. Rolfe and a band of 38 
pieces have been engaged for Ivory 
Soap for $3,250 per week. Account 
is being handled by the Blackman 
agency and will go on NBC 
April 7 for two 15-minute periods 





& Co., and | 


even | 


necessarily | 





devised by Rene Barthelemy. It has 
1587 Broadway, New York 
WMAQ at the end of the current 


weekly, Thursday and Friday. 

NBC, acting for the Blackman 
agency has wired its coast office to 
|suggest a leader on the type of 
'Rolfe for the commercial, 
|Ivory instead of using Rolfe’s band 
‘ao a repeat broadcast for the 
western NBC intends to 
orchestra to broadcast 


the west- 


same 


hook-up, 

| 

;engage an 
ect rom the coast for 

ern network, 


DAILY FORMS STOCK CO. 
TO EXPLOIT ITS SERIAL 


New Bedford, Mass., March 14, 

The ‘Times,’ afternoon daily, utile 
ized the radio for promotion of a 
new serial novel. It formed the 
Players, presented the 
first three instalments from station 
WNBH., 

Pat Costello, ‘Times’ columnist, 
wrote the dramatization. One instale 
ment was given each day. 








Times who 
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LEW WHITE’S 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 


THE MELLO CLARION 


UNDER DIRECTION OF 


LOUIS KATZMAN 
SPONSORED BY 
CROWN SHOE ©. 


IWJZ COAST TO COAST 
"8:15 PM WEDNESDAYS —_| 























EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS 


CELIA DANK CAAIO 
ORCIESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
[2:2M. 5:30PM. 12:P.M. 




















COMMERCIAL 
2 BROADCASTING 


OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 
aad 


Ea With TOY BAND 


6 P.M. Daily, E.S.T. 


SYLVIA 
FROOS 


ae Victor Recording Artist 
Ma Broadcasting Every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 
7:30 P. MM. Over WABC 
Columbia Network 
Sponsered by Richman 
Clothes 

















month. oth the outlet and its 





chain operator, NBC, have advised 





the trio there won't be a renewal! 
when the three-year contract hel 
by the former expires. 


Last network commercial on whic} 


the team was spotted was the Flor- POND’S PROGRAM ON 
sheim Frolic, early last fall. NB¢ 
took over the boys’ contract when 





it stepped into operating control of 
{ 


LEO REISMAN 


WEAF OVER A 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7: 


RED NETWORK 


20 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 
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LEAP YEAR AROUND THE 
WORLD 
Raymond Knight 


Sustaining 
W«NR, CHICAGO 

Good thing leap year comes but 
once in four years. Nobody would 
miss this program anyway. Ray- 
mond Knight, formerly identified 
with ‘Station KUKU,’ must have 


tried hard to put this over, but evi- 


dently suffered from lack of time in} pleasant half-hour session if _the 
getting this show whipped into; president of the company, described 
shape | over the air as an 84-year-old Kan- 
Result was anything but gratify- | ae sabe dnt force the interpolation 
ing, probably to Knight and his as- | of his favorite hymns into the oe. 
sociate npertormers is well as the | Sram Attempt here to do a petn 
audience that listened in. What} Parker not only throws the show 
Knight tried to put over was the| 0Ut OF mood but leaves itselt open 
same idea he carries on with in his| f° @ auk k jerk of the dial. Since 
Station KUKU’ session for Blue the check-signer’s tastes must pre- 
Moon Cheese, but here it didn’t} Vail, all concerned with the produ 
work out For one thing the 10] ten have a first-class out in the 
minutes allowed this broadcast was| event results fail to measure up to] 
much too short in which to cram in | expectations. 
ail the material. | Program is on for a limited cam- 
Altogether it looked like a make-| Paign, stretching over the period 
shift affair. Idea was to present} When humans are most disposed 
Leap Year in various countries, with | toward catching colds, with March 


accompanying native gags and sit- 
uations. More or less of a hodge- 
podge of everything and nothing at 
th: same time. Knight appeared to 
work hard and necessarily fast be- 


cause of the short time limit. Lot 
of the punch lines were lost when 
the performers couldn't wait for 


the same reason. 
With more time for rehearsal this 
show might have turned out a real 
thing, and with a bigger broadcast 
period it would have gone over. 
Span, 


laughs, because of 


CHANDU THE MAGICIAN 
Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

This radio disc series started on 
WOR, after heavy advance exploita- 
tion. For nearly a month previous 
there were posters in the subway 
heralding this broadcast. Unless 
one catches the opening announce- 
ment, where it is briefly and hur- 
riedly mentioned that the only man- 
ner in which these programs can 
be heard is through ‘electrical tran- 
scription,’ it would be impossible to 
know that these are radio discs. In 
fact, many laymen are under the 
impression that the series is an ‘in 
person’ broadcast. 

Chandu is the name given to 
Frank Charider, who, In the story, 
just returned to Feverly Hills from 
India where he received the name 
of Chandu. He is supposed to have 
learned the secrets of mysticism 
during his stay in the far east, be- 
ing able to do crystal gazing and 
hold communion with the spirit 
world. The bits wherein Chandu is 
pictured as conversing with mem- 
bers of the other world are fantas- 
tic. These spirit world communions 
are heralded by the tinkling of bells 
and are, whether or not you believe 
in spiritualism, interesting. 

Chandu returned to his widowed 
sister’s home because while in India, 
his crystal gazing told him that she 
and her family were in danger, due 
to a certain Indian cult desirous of 
securing a formula invented by her 
deceased husband, who was a scien- 
tist. 

Much production thought seems 
to have gone into the making of 
this series. Sounds like it involved 
a lot of labor to get the necessary 
sound atmosphere. As is, it runs 
smoothly, the lines being interest- 
ing and well handled by various 
characters. 

This sketch sponsored by Beech- 
Nut, is bound to build. 


FOREMAN and CLARK 
Organ, Novel Announcements 
Commercial 

KMTR, Hollywood. 


Basically 30 minutes of organ re- 
cital by Harold Curtis, surrounded 
by sales argument for the F. & C. 
second-story haberdasheries, this 
period temporarily lifted itself from 
the rut by faithfully mimicking local 
police calls. 

Delivered in ominous monotone 
between stretches of wind from the 
reeds, the announcements are sure- 
fire attention grabbers and produc- 
tive of smiles—which is a rare 
achievement, 

An example: ‘Attention, all men. 
—A fight—a fight—among enthusi- 
astic throngs—at Foreman and 
Clark — Hurry! — Hurry! — Go to 
Foreman and Clark—See the man 
at the head of the stairs—about the 
rare buys in men’s spring suits— 
That is all.’ 

In this city an idea like that is 
a miracle. ang. 





WALT and HERB 

Walter Perkins, Herbert Witzel 
Sustaining 

WJJD, Chicago 

In between the bedtime stories 
and the more standard features of 
the late evening, this pianologing 
and warbling pair hits the ether at 
an hour best suited for their type of 
easy performing. They leave a 
pleasant, if not exciting, impression. 
They are oke performers in a mild 
sort of way, having nothing out of 
the ordinary in either material or 
delivery. 

Fill 15 minutes with little effort, 
singing and playing pop tunes, mix- 
ing crooning with scatting, that 
modern version of boop-a-doop. 

Gold. 





MELODY LANE 


WMAQ, CHICAGO 

Mentholatum’s weekly melange of 
revived pop tunes from musical 
comedy and operetta would make a 





23 set for the final spasm. In keep- 
ing with the balm idea of the 
medicant, those responsible for the 
ether confection have patched to- 
gether for each program a nicely 
balanced group of sentimental tunes 
of yesteryear. They are culled from 
that wistful, ultra-romantic school 
as represented by such _ heart- 
throbbers as ‘Alice Blue Gown,’ ‘P’y 
the Light of the Silvery Moon,’ and 
‘The Old Gray Bonnet.’ 

Aside from the off-key intrusions 
of the president's favorite choir 
tunes, the Mentholatum contribu- 
tion to the NBC network packs a 
wealth of charm and easy-chair 
surcease especially for the oldsters. 
Modern arrangements of the old 
numbers reveal in the majority of 
instances the deft hand of Harry 
Sosnick, leader of the 14-piece or- 
chestra, whose talents, however, with 
pen and music paper still outshine 
his ability as a conductor. It’s Sos- 


nick’s initial niche on a network 
commercial, the lad only a few 
months ago graduating from the 


solo-pianoship on WBBM, the local 
CBS key. 

Announcer’s descriptive  inter- 
ludes on laying the setting for the 
musical numbers are tastefully 
composed, and the warbling inter- 
polations by Karolyn Harris, con- 
tralto, and a quartet, blend nicely 
into this musical picture of sweet- 
ness and light. Listeners are ad- 
vised that if they send in their list 
of three favorite songs, the adver- 
tiser will mail them a booklet on 
‘How to Get Rid of Colds.’ Odec. 





GUY LOMBARDO’S Orchestra 
With Burns and Allen 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Exploiting the Robert Burns pan- 
atella, this program evidences intel- 
ligent plotting a-plenty by the ad 
agency behind the account on the 
CBS network. It strives for a femi- 
nine appeal, along with the obvious 
masculine market, by using a 
strictly feminine serenade, ‘Beauti- 
ful Lady,’ as its signature song, plus 
a spiel that is designed to encour- 
age women to become curious about 
the brand of cigars their menfolk 
inhale. 

The sales ballyhoo proceeds on 
the lines that while the acquisition 
of a Robert Burns panatella will not 
guarantee economic success or so- 
cial prestige, it has a good general 
effect. 

In between the Guy Lombardos 
dish up their usual brand of sweet 
jazz, while George N. Burns and 
Gracie Allen, with their dumbbell 
nonsensities, rate as one of the 
genuine comedy teams on the air 
who seem to possess an intelligent 
conception of radio public require- 
ments. Burns and Allen are one of 
the few stage teams who know their 
microphone. 

But most important about this 
Burns period is the commercial 
presentation. It’s a good model for 
kindred programs, for, after all, 
there are few bad bands on the air, 
and while the Burns-Allen comedy 
team may possess a distinction all 
their own, no amount of talent, un- 
showmanly presented, will guaran- 
tee dial-in attention if the corollary 
adv. scenario is not interesting. 





Abel. 
JEWISH TROUBADOUR 
Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New York 
One of the most unusual Jewish 


programs on the air. Besides war- 
bling recognized Jewish songs, 
either folk tunes or from East Side 
musicals, the singer warbles Jew- 
ish translations of American pop 
and stindard tunes. Not only are 
the words translatec, but the mu- 
sical arrangement is frequently al- 
tered into a Jewish vein. 

An example of the manner of 
changing the musical arrangements 
of pop sengs was ‘Ol’ Man River’ 
with which the Jewish Troubadour 
started the period. He sang this 
in Jewish. The orchestra accom- 
panying him, however, incorporated 
in the music strains from the He- 
brew anthem ‘Hatikva.’ 

Otherwise though, and for the 
main part, the troubadour sticks to 
recognized Jewish songs, favoring 
those from musical comedies. He 
has a nice baritone and his war- 
bling pleases, 





Harry Sosnick, directing; Karolyn| Comedy Talk and Songs 

Harris, Charles Sears, Roger| COMMERCIAL 

Robinson, Walter Stevenson, Paul| WMAQ, CHICAGO 

Largay. From socks to salad dressing is 
Orchestra, Singing. an easy jump in radio, and these 
COMMERCIAL boys appear just as comfortable 


JONES and HARE 


plugging Best Foods and Hellman’'s 
mayonnaise as Interwoven hose. 
That standing gag in vaude about 
an act making a bow-off thank-you 
speech and naming the wrong burg 
may be on the square in radio if 
these acts keep switching from one 


PADDED FISTS : 

with Dick Wells, Peggy Davis and 
Douglas Hope. 

Serial Sketch 

Sustaining 

KYW, Chicago 


Here’s a program that looks 
doomed to remain in the sustain- 
ing ranks for some time. Probably 


the author had good ideas but the 
finished and broadcasted product 
fails to show it. It would take the 
smart eracking lines of a Witwer 
and the spontaneous delivery of a 
Jimmy Gleason and Lob Armstrong 





commercial to another. Some dajz 
an act is going to get into a tougn 
spot by forgetting what commodity 


they're being paid to boost and slip | 
in a plug for some previous em- 
ployer. 
Billy 
| forget 





Jones and Ernie Hare don't 
and they don’t permit their 
to forget that it’s Best 
|} Foods and Hellman’s that they’re 
plugging, for the names of those 
jars are repeated often throughout 
the running of that session. Both 
products receive equal spreads, and 
the interlude is concluded with an 
offer of prizes for those of their 
listeners who send in the best let- 
ter giving their preference of the 
two salad coatings. 

This song and comedy talk team 
is as standard on the ether as time 
signals. Their chatter is shaped 
after long experience with radio 
minds and their technique evidences 
their many hours in front of the 
mike. Their jokes are standard and 
most of ’em are w.k. to vaude pa- 
trons, though they're’ probably 
howls to the air mob. 

Backed only by a couple of pian- 
ists, Harry DeCosta and Harold 
Solman, these men carry that in- 
timate and nonchalant style to its 
best results. 

In the midwest a fight for listen- 
ers on their hour is getting under- 
way, since Jones and Hare hit the 
NBC wires in the Central States at 
the same minutes Col. Stoopnagle 
and Bub are on the Columbia wave 
prodding Ivory sales. Gold. 


PAT BARNES 

Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

Pat Barnes, daliy network magnet 
for Swift’s soap flakes, has taken 
over the m. c’ing of four special 15- 
minute weekly broadcasts for the 
Radio Guide, air fan mag, on the 
‘Trib’ mouthpiece, but is this time 
trading money for publicity. For 
Barnes the tie-up means a lot of 
ballyhoo and possible further en- 
trenchment locally. 

His is one of the best ether voices 
around these parts. And versatile. 
Barnes on the Swift show does a 
lot of imitating, creating his own 
characters and writing ’em himself. 
For his initial Radio Guide ap- 
pearance Barnes decided on inter- 
viewing Wayne King, orchestra 
leader and sometimes referred to as 
the waltz king. Barnes’ choice for 
a name might have been a better 
one. King floundered’ around badly, 
and the way it wound up Barnes 
was practically interviewing him- 
self. At least he was supplying all 
the answers to his own questions. 
Proving, anyway, that King can toot 
a sax. Span. 


| listeners 





ROBERT SIMMONS 

with Howard Lanin’s Orchestra 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Robert Simmons, tenor, has sup- 
planted the name of the orchestra 
in feature program billing. The boy 
has a clear high tenor which, with 
the ballads which appear to. be his 
specialty, fits the appellation of 
‘romantic tenor.’ His style is strictly 
his own with no attempts to indulge 
in the crooning vogue. 

Quarter hour period allows Sim- 
mons three full song numbers be- 
sides his theme, fore and aft. Bal- 
lads are pleasingly handled. 

Announcer follows the current 
trend for song introductions by in- 
troducing each song number in long 
verbiage and is entirely overdone. 
Songs should stand by themselves 
and not need those long introduc- 
tions. 

Lanin’s orchestra gets time for 
but one featured orchestral number. 
Otherwise, just used as accompani- 
ment for the singer. 

Campbell Soup finances’ these 
broadcasts. Last season the same 
account had the NBC airwaves six 
mornings weekly for half hour 
periods with Lew Conrad and Andy 
Sanella’s orchestra. Talent com- 
parison favors the previous broad- 
cast style of Sanella and Conrad, 
although the account will probably 
get more results out of their cur- 
rent series due to better time spot- 
ting. 





HENRY THIES Orchestra 
with Charles Dameron } 
WEAF, New York 


Coming from WLW, Cincinnati, 
Henry Thies’ sweet and hot jazzique 
is truly big league. Its flavor ex- 
plains why WEAF goes into the 
hinterland to etherize a Cincy ag- 
gregation. 

Equally’ distinguished is the 
vocalization by Charles Dameron. 

The Thies unit is another ex- 
planation why radioites regard the 
powerful WLW station (Powell 





put prize ring yarn over 
air. 


the 


over a 


This Richard Macauley, who 
wrote the first group of stanzas and 
presumably will continue to write 
the rest of the serial in the same 
fashion, fails to recognize the prime 
essentials in radio story-telling and 
action. Here for example was the 
10th or 12th episode that goes right 


into action without as much as a 
hint of what transpired before. 
That’s taking too much for granted. 

Characters in the story are 
Prince, the pug; Jerry, his girl 
friend manager, and Mugg, the 
trainer. This particular chapter 


opens with the action in the ring, 
the roar of the crowd and the an- 
nouncer calling the blows as Prince 
ultimately knocks his palooka op- 
ponent cold. Then switches to the 
dressing room for some supposedly 
smart remarks from the trainer that 
aren’t funny and more dialog from 
the girl, who incidentally remains 
in the room while her boy friend 
gets a rubdown. Author might have 
been thinking of King Levinsky 
and his sister manager, but failed 
to get the humor of the situation. 

Perhaps the best answer to this 
skit is its total disregard to comedy. 
One of the exemplary witticisms is 
the following: Mugg says to Prince, 
‘What do you think I am, a fortune 
teller?’ To which the reply is, ‘If 
I thought it would do you any good 
I'd get you a crystal.’ And the 
hilarious retort, ‘Never mind, I ain’t 
got a watch.’ 

From the production 
serial falls short in several obvious 
respects. Principally among these 
are the cumbersome handling of the 
tag lines to the wisecracks and the 
generally poor pacing of the dialog 
and action, Span. 


angle the 


BEAU BATCHELOR 

With Don Ameche & Irene Wicker 
Skit with Music and Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Originating in the local CBS stu- 
dio, this Allen-A Hosiery sponsored 
broadcast is going into its third 
week with a pretty good start. 
While a Columbia account, this 
program is produced by an out- 
sider who apparently knows what 
radio entertainment is about. 


When an ether program can be 
tabbed right off the bat, like this 
one, there is plenty of assurance 
it will stay on the air for a long 
time. Essentially the idea behind 
this script is a sound one. It's 
woven together neatly, bringing 
dialog, byplay, music and songs 
into the picture without disconnect- 
ing the whole. Not verv often all 
these ingredients are mixed up and 
cooked well, but here is seems to 
have caught on. 


Don Ameche has probably never 
before been utilized ‘o such good 
advantage, although he has ap- 
peared intermittently on several 
programs, all of which have lasted 
a long time. Ameche’s aptitude for 
dialect stands him in good stead 
here, while being a departure from 
his previous Italian characters to 
the French, a la Chevalier, Miss 
Wicker, too, is no novice on the 
air, with the two working very well 
together. 

Beau Batchelor is supposed to be 
a dilletante from the Paris boule- 
vards, who is coming over to Amer- 
ica for the sights. He meets the 
girl, an actress, on board ship and 
romance follows. Around the back- 
ground is the musical accompani- 
ment furnished by Pete Cavallo and 
very creditably. Cavallo’s arrange- 
ments, particularly, attract more 
than ordinary attention. 

It is the intention of the producer 
to take Beau Batchelor around the 
States, visiting all the high spots 
in key cities. Then the tieup with 
the hose company comes in, with 
word and letter writing contests 
brought in. Depending on one shot 
a week, every i‘riday night, this 
program will have to hit fast to 
stick, and from the way it has 
started the odds are in its favor. 

Span. 





RECORD BOYS 
BROKENSHIRE 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 
Record Roys are a trio of spright- 
ly harmonists whose song numbers 
and manner of delivery are off the 
beaten track. They really have 
something worth while dialing into. 
The boys feature novelty num- 
bers of a type not commonly heard 
on the air. Included in these song 
numbers are amusing dialog bits. 
Negro dialects are staged so well 
tliat it may be that this is a col- 
ored trio. 
Brokenshire is heard individually 


and NORMAN 





Crosley, Jr.'s) as the outstanding 
independent broadcast central in 
} the world. Abel, 


only for the announcements. 


UNCLE REMUS 

fred L. Jeske, Charles Flynn and 
Mary Afflick 

Children’s Stories 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

This series of tales for kids hits 
the ozone immediately following an- 
other children’s program on this 
same station as conducted by Quinn 
Ryan. tyan’s period is also a com- 
mercial, for Three Minute Oats, yet 
on the day the Remus program got 
going he inserted a plug for this 
session into his own commercial 
period. 

Paid for by the Dromedary daies 
company this period arrives every 
weekday afteernoon for 15 minutes 
of blackface fables. It introduces 
for the first time on this station a 
femme announcer, Mary Afflick, 
who’s on the WGN writing staff. 
Besides doing the plugging Miss Af- 
flick shares a minor role in the 
script. She handles both neatly, 
calmly and pleasantly. 

Each afternoon the little boy 
(Charlie Flynn) parks himself in 
front of Uncle Remus (who's Fred 
L. Jeske on the paycheck) and gets 
a load of bedtime yarns about Brer 


Rabbitt and Brer Fox and all the 
other brers that fit into books and 


radio bedtime programs. 
These stories are founded on the 


Joel Chandler Harris writings, 
pounded into suitable arrangement 
for etherization in the limited air 


time, to present an entire story each 
session and yet finish each interlude 


with a bit of continuity suspense 
that will lead the kids back the 
next day, 


As presently scripted these tales 
are for children of the kindergarten 
grade. For these ages the tales are 
written in sufficiently clear prose, 
contain a good amount of action 
and are appropriately childish in 
imaginativeness. Jeske, who wan- 
dered in from the Milwaukee trans- 
mitter, WTMJ, has a clear and 
smooth conception of Uncle Remus, 
His dialect impresses as his weak- 
est point; it’s hardly the Negro dia- 
lect of popular acceptance. Flynn, 
who has been around WGN in sev- 
eral cartoon scripts, is sufficiently 
intense and eager as the listening 
boy. 

This shapes up as one of the bet- 
ter class children’s program. It’s 
quiet and pleasantly calm, and is 
wholly without the load of unenter- 
taining commercialism found in 
other programs of this category. So 
many children’s programs are out- 
right merchandizing, that an oc- 
casional one that happens along 
without name-reading for lucky 
winners for sending in box-tops and 
labels, is welcome. Gold. 


MONTE CARLO GIRLS 

Orchestra 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Shirley Nell’s Monte Carlo Girls, 
on a luncheon sustaining program 
several times weekly, are believed 
to be the only women’s orchestra 
broadcasting locally. 

Were it not for the fact unit is so 
announced, listeners would take or- 
chestra for a male group, Rather 
strong in the brass department. Or- 
chestra also has a preety good ban- 
joist and pianist. 

There should be an occasional an- 
nouncement -by the leader and a 
vocal chorus by one of the girls or 
by an ensemble, to put over the idea 
it’s a female orchestra. That is its 
novelty appeal, if such a thing be 
possible via radio, 


FANNIE HURST 
Talk 


WGY, Schenectady 

Novelist was guest on a program 
of Women’s Radio Review, half- 
hour afternoon broadcast over NBC 
chain. Spoke about the modern 
woman and her place in the busi- 
ness world. Miss Hurst became 
lyrical in praising the present-day 
femme and the many opportunities 
she had. While talk did not bring 
forth anything which had not been 
said many times before, it was well 
phrased and was delivered in a 
manner designed to make women 
listeners of the new style feel good. 
Tribute paid in connection with 
observance of Women’s National 
Business Week, sounded as though 
it were read, 

Miss Hurst has a pleasing voice. 
In a talk on a less-hackneyed topic 
she probably would be more inter- 
esting. Jaco. 
JUNE PURSELL 

Songs 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

June Pursell, billed as the ‘ballad 
girl,” is NBC’s most recent solo 
songstress acquisition. This girl is 
said to have had a bit of previous 
ether experience in Pacific Coast 
stations. 

Miss Pursell is a contralto of 
pleasing qualities, but will have to 
change her type of tune selections 
if she expects to gather any kind of 
a following. In keeping with her 
billing, the girl sticks solely to bal- 
lads. She warbles them in a slow 
and easy style that is oke, but she 
sticks to that one style throughout 
the 15 minute period. A change to 
a differently tempoed tune would 
not hurt. At least it would diversify. 

As it stands, Miss Pursell begins 





to tire due to her sameness after 
the first two numbers. She is in 
need ot pace. An orchestra sup- 
ports. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


ne ee eee 


Renewed copyright legislation and lobbying in Washington may prove 
ge windfall for the music interests if the legislators advice to ‘get it from 
More and more the angle seems to 
be that music should be free, but that the radio advertiser who is bene- 
@tting so much from its use should pay the piper. 

The industry at the moment realizes this and is literally marking time, 
eontent to break even, in hopes that something worth while will even- 


the radio’ is taken at all literally, 


tuate from the ether, 
Music isn’t selling, nor are disks. 
gtage as in the past, 


Songs can’t be made through the 


The air limits the novelty song which, in the past, 


relied on the double entendre or slightly risque; while another source of 
revenue from a big mechanical hit is cut off through the disks going 


Writers aren’t encouraged 


floppo. 


to turn out a ‘Dardanella’ or a 


*Valencia’ type of instrumental as they’re not buying records. 

Instead, with the crooners at their hey-hey, everybody is turning out 
the same type of sweet or torch song. There’s no novelty or variance, 
as a result of which the sales are limited. Conditions comprise another 


indisputable factor. 


It’s the same cry, as for many years, only more 


go, that radio will have to be made to pay. 





While playing Milwaukee last week Ted Weems had a talk with a 
Chicago politician who advised him to run for one of the Chicago alder- 


manic posts. 


This advice was on the square and serious, the politician 


telling Weems that he stood an excellent chance to cop votes, 


Unlikely, however, that Weems will try to crash politics. 


Even if he 


were to go into it for a gag, similar to the Vic Meyers campaign in 
Seattle, he’d hardly have enough time since he isn’t scheduled to return 
to Chicago until late in March, while the voters go to the polls April 21. 





Keit’s D., C. & E. Buy 
Leaves NBC Without 
Publishing Subsidiary 


Joe Keit, former head of Rem- 
fck’s, has settled his contract with 
Warner Bros. and pudchased a con- 
trolling interest in the firm of Davis, 
Coots & Engel, Harry Engel holding 
a minority interest. NBC is now no 
longer affiliated with that publish- 
ing company. 

Keit, although holding a _ three- 
year contract with Warner at $650 
weekly, was recently made inactive 
when the Remick offices were phy- 
sically combined with Witmark. 
Warner effected a settlement on his 
contract last week. 

NBC held 82% of Davis, Coots & 
Engel. Harry Engel held 18%. 
J. Fred Coots and Benny Davis 
stepped out of the firm some time 
ago. NBC’s control was bought 
back by Joe Kent. 

The name of the firm will be 
changed from Davis, Coots & En- 
gel, to Keit & Engel. Keit#@be- 
comes president of the firm, and 
Harry Engel, vice-president. With 
Keit comes Artie Mehlinger, from 
Harm's, and Solly Loft, formerly of 
Remick. 

NEC is now without a publishing 
subsidiary. 


Society Overrules Robbins’ 
Protest Against ‘D’ Rating 


At a meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers 
last week to consider the protests 
of re-classified members, the Rob- 
bins protest was overruled. 

Robbins, placed in Class D, the 
last fall, because its copyrights 
were controlled by Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, not a member of the Ameri- 
can Society, will continue in that 
class. Forster Music of Chicago, 
also lowered to Class D from Class 
C, and which also protested was 
Similarly overruled and remains in 
Class D. 

It is possible that Robbins will 
take legal action against the Ameri- 
can Society for re-instatement in 
Class A. A previous report was 
that Robbins was making a re-ad- 
justment in its copyright situation 
whereby Robbins would gain con- 
trol of the copyrights. 

As a Class D member, Robbins 
gets one-fourth as much money 
from the Society as formerly when 
in Class A. 











C-S IN COLLEGE INN 

Coon-Sanders band leaves the 
Hotel New Yorker March 26 and 
goes into the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
Detroit, for 11 days. On April 8, 
C-S follow Ben Bernie’s band into 
the College Inn, Chicago for three 
months. 

Bernie leaves the College Inn to 
begin a 16 weeks’ RKO tour, return- 
ing to the Inn in October. Johnny 
Hamp’s band replaces Coon-San- 
ders at the New Yorker. 





j 





ROMBERG S.P.A. PREZ, 
BERLIN COUNCIL HEAD 


At the first annual meeting of the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association, 
held last week at the Friars’ Club, 





Sigmund Romberg was _ elected 
president. He succeeds Billy Rose, 
who was elected an honorary life 


member of the council. 

Irving Berlin was elected chair- 
man of the council and Jack Yellen 
vice-president of the S.P.A., suc- 
ceeding Romberg. Ira Gershwin 
and Fred E. Ahlert were re-elected 
treasurer and_ secretary, respec- 
tively. 

Following were elected to the 
council: For one year, Al Bryan, 
Irving Caesar, Ray Henderson, 
Harry Warren, Pete Wendling and 
Joe Burke; two years, Irving Ber- 
lin, Howard Dietz, Ira Gershwin, 
L. Wolfe Gilbert and Harry Ruby; 
three years, Fred FE. Ahlert, Sig- 
mund Romberg, Billy Rose, Richard 
Rodgers and Jack Yellen. 

Following were appointed to a 
committee on copyright legislation: 
Romberg, M. Koenigsberg and John 
Schulman. Minimum Basic Agree- 
ment committee appointed consists 
of Romberg. Otto Harbach, Harry 
Ruby, Howard Dietz, Harry War- 
ren, Jack Yellen and Arthur Freed. 


Back in 1910 


(Continued from page 32) 
didn't like and booed. He asked the 
operator to, “Leave ’em nice for me.” 








Even Then 
The Friars gave a dinner to 
George M. Cohan Apir] 3, 1910. He’s 
been eating regularly since then ,too. 





Johnny Stanley’s Philosophy 

And the gags Johnny Stanley 
pulled at the old Comedy Club. 

We were discussing old timers and 
Johnny turned and said, “Joe, those 
guys have no faith in mirrors. But 
when you get home at night you 
gotta be on the level with your pil- 
low. You can’t cut that down to 
four minutes.” 


Columnist’s Version 

If the columnists had been on the 
job in 1910 they would have said: 

“The Boston store in Chicago was 
the first to use an actor as Santa 
Claus”...Mark Luescher and Mlle. 
Dazie (known as “Le Domino 
Rouge”) are going to have it reno- 
vated...Anna Held opened the new 
City theatre on 14th Street in “Miss 
Innocence”...La Belle Titcomb 
threw down a continental nobleman 


to marry Nat Wills, the tramp 
comedian...Will Rogers, with his 


lariat and no talk, was an added 
atraction with the Behman show 
at the Columbia _  theatre...Eva 
Tanguay, with the ‘Follies of 1910,’ 
made a balloon ascension in St. 
Louis...Tony Von Phuel was the 


| pilot and they stayed up three and 


a half hours...David Graham 
Phillips, the author and playwrite. 
was shot and killed by a madman 
..-Cohan opens his theatre at 43d 
Street and Broadway with “Get Rich 
Quick Wallingford’...Lew Fields, 
in the “Hen Pecks,” has a find— 
her name is Blossom Seeley. 
Forgetmenots 

When Edna Luby did a single... 
Amelia Summerville did a monolog 
..Annie Yeamans sang and told 


stories, 





6 Best Sellers 


According to ‘Variety’s’ sur- 
vey, six best music sellers for 
February were: 

‘Was That the Human Thing 
to Do? (Witmark). 

‘Just Friends’ (Robbins). 





‘When We're Alone’ (Fa- 
mous) , 
‘Auf Wiedersehn, My Dear’ 


(Ager, Yellen & B.). 
‘Snuggled On Your Shoulder’ 
(Feist). 


‘Home’ (Marlo). 
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WOOLWORTH 20c 
MUSIC LOOKS 
COLD 


Looks like the publishers 
temporarily have to banish all ideas 
of getting the Woolworth stores to 
handle sheet music for 20c. Wool- 
worth execs informed the publish- 
ers that it is not interested in han- 
dling sheet music at present. 

This lack of interest on the part 
of the chain in sheet music goes 
for the time being. Woolworth is 
now experimenting with the 20c 
price in 100 of its stores. 

The syndicate does not believe, 
as the music trade does, that the 
handling of sheet music promotes 
sales of other merchandise through 
pulling people into the back of the 
stores. Lack of space is another 
deterrent. Also that experienced 
help is needed to handle sheet mu- 
sic, such as demonstrators and the 
salesladies, and that the cost of re- 
introducing sheet music into the 
whole Woolworth chain would be 
over $225,000. 

Woolworth’s possibly may later 
reconsider, since merchandising of 
20c articles would not be a breach 
of policy in adopting sheet music. 
A representative of the publishers 
will at a later date again confer 
with the chain store execs to deter- 
mine what their views on handling 
sheet music are. 


Publishers Talk Printing 
Qwn Song Sheets to 
Eradicate Sheetleggers 





will 








Due to inability of the music in- 
dustry to eradicate the bootleg song 
sheet evil, it is now being suggested 
that the publishers themselves is- 
sue a song sheet in retaliation. Pub- 
lishers’ idea is a sheet at a price 
with which the racket sheet ven- 
dors cannot cope. 

The publishers have been battling 
for over two years and have spent 
more than $75,000 in their cam- 
paign. American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers took 
the matter over from the hands of 
the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association in September, 1930, 
and since then has been appro- 
priating funds and employing scores 
of people to wage the fight. 

Since the American’ Society 
started against the bootleg sheet 
vendors, about 5,000 arrests have 
been made in the U. S. and Canada 
of peddlers, printers and distribu- 
tors. Currently the situation is 
improved, but the bootleg salesmen 
usually put in a heavy appearance 
with the arrival of warm weather 

Max Hillman was arrested in 
Washingten last week for distrib- 


uting illegal song sheets. He was 
brought before U. S&S. Attorney 
Keough, who released him in $599 


bail. 


BARG BENEFIT 
Chicago, March 14. 

Music publishers here will hold a 
benefit show for Edwin Barg at the 
Cort theatre April 4. He was ser- 
iously injured in an auto accident 
two weeks ago. 

Barg, only with Fred Forster a 
week, is being looked after by his 
firm. 





Stoneham for Olman 
Chicago, March ¥4. 
Billy Stoneham has taken over the 
Olman Music Co. desk here. 


Stoneham, formerly in charge 
locally for Shapfro-Bernstein, re- 
places Chick Castle, resigned. 





RCA’s $141,989 Sati Charges 


Publishers with Breach of Contract 





TRYING TO UNTANGLE 


ERPI and the Music Publishers’ | 
| Protes tive Association confabbed | 
last week to straighten out the dou 
ble payments ERPI has been mak- 
ing to publishers on copyright mu 
sic used in films. 

Double payments amounting 
about $15,000 were erroneousl 
made by ERPI to the wrong pub- 
lishers. It was done through fer- 
eign publishers claiming certain 


songs used in ERPI films were coa- 
trolled by them. ERPI paid the 
foreign publishers’ claims and later 
discovered that American publish- 
ers were in many instances the 
rightful copyright owners. 

ERPI is now obliged to reimburse 
the American publishers. It will 
either have to take the th: 
money or make up for it by deduct- 
ing from foreign publishers’ pay- 
ments in the future. 


loss of 


Coast Indie Chiselers 
Beating Music Costs 





Los Angeles, March 14, 
local 
sharp eye on indie picture produc- 


Musician’s is keeping a 


ers and warning all members 
against either being taken in by 
chiseling methods or conniving 


with the corner-cutting lads. 

Whereas the sharpshooters had 
in the past used the hidden mike 
stunt, hiring musikers at the reg- 
ular sideline fee of $12.50 a day, 
with a recording ear hidden away, 
in a nearby potted palm, the cur- 
rent method of getting around that 
$10 an hour scale is a little 
smoother. 

Indies now use a go-between giv- 
ing the work out to a musical di- 
rector who gets a flat sum for the 
entire scoring job. No matter what 
methods he may use to make a 
profit at the expense of union rules, 
the studio disclaims responsibility, 
shifting the blame onto the one who 
contracted for the whole job. The 
local has reached the point where it 
is refusing service to fly-by-night 
conductors who can’t guarantee fi- 
nancial responsibility. 

In those cases where union mem- 
bers are in on the chiseling and 
willing to take less than scale, the 
penalty is to be barred from stu- 
dio work for a year and a heavy 
fine by the trial board. 

With the old hidden mike gag, 
two smallie producers were caught 
and feared to remake the offend- 
ing scenes with musicians at scale, 
Another studio was closed to union 
players until it agreed to abide 
by the rules. 


Eddie South is augmenting his 
orchestra from five to 13 men, pre- 
paratory to going on the road next 
month. Colored aggregation is now 
playing at the Club Rubaiyat, Chi- 
cago. 

Jimmy Joy’s band from the Lotus 
Gardens, Cleveland, opens at the 
Bal Tabarin, San Francisco, March 
24, replacing Tom Gerun, who goes 
into the Club Forrest, New Or- 
leans, 

Jess Stafford, now 
leans, gets a midwest 
spot. 


in New Or- 
or eastern 


Ben Selvin with his orchestra to 
Chi to accompany Kate Smith on 
her CBS-La Palina broadcast dur- 
ing the songstress’ stage appear- 
ance there. Selvin hopped the 
train for Chi Saturday (12) right 
after his regular Saturday nite 
D’Orsay program over WJZ. 
Maurice Marks 


radio dialog. 


specializing on 


More Columbia Cuts 
Chicago, Marck 14. 
Furth r retrenchment of the local 
Columbia Phonograph Company last 
week sliced H. P. Victor, assistant 
manager, off the books. Victor had 
been with Columbia here for years. 
Three headmen remain, A. J 











1 o : 
; Sc iwinn. 


Heath, Paul Cohen and B. K. 


the branch 
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RCA has entered counter-suit 
against John Paine, as agent and 
trustee for publishers, and the pub- 
lisher-members to the RCA licens- 
ing agreement, for $141,989. 


RCA claims the money is due foi 


breach of contract by the publish- 
ers under the agreement which 
RCA entered into in 1928 with E 
Cc. Mills, at that time agent and 
trustee RCA contends that under 
the agreement the publishers stipu- 
lated they would not enter into any 
licensing agreements with othe 
companies for a fee lower than that 
which RCA was to receive. 


RCA alleges it has evidence that 
the publishers extended license fees 
for the use of music in pictures to 
other companies at a lower fee. 

During the first year of its agree- 
ment, starting Sept. 5, 1928, RCA 
paid the publishers $100,000; for 
the year starting Sept. 5, 1929, $125,- 
000 and the year beginning Sept. 5, 


1930, $43,151. Of these amounts 
RCA demands the return of $39,- 
775 for the first year; $94,500 for 


the second and $7,714 for the third. 

Paine is suing RCA for $742,504, 
which he claims is due the pub- 
lishers under the ‘bootleg seat tax.’ 
This tax is for theatres not equipped 
with RCA sound, but which showed 
RCA films that made use of copy- 
right music. 

Paine alleges $165,962 is due the 
publishers under the ‘bootleg seat 
tax’ for the first year of the agree- 
ment; $247,347 for the second and 
$329,195 for the third. 





Mills’ Experiment to 
Determine Radio's 
Song Reviving Value 


Whether it is possible for radio 
to promote the sale of old songs 
will be tested next month by Jack 
Mills Music, which will re-issue old 
hits from the Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder catalog, in modernized form. 

For some time the music business 
has been wondering whether the 
repeated plugs which many of the 
old favs get on the air would re- 
sult in reviving a sales interest. 
Majority of the publishers believe 
repeated playing on the air rarely 
results in a revival of interest in 
those songs among sheet music 
buyers, but does interest band 
leaders and promotes the sale of or- 
chestrations, 

Once in a while an old tune 
comes through for a modern hit, 
like Remick’s ‘Shine on Harvest 
Moon.’ However, the latter was 
regarded as more or less of a freak 
instance. 

Some time ago Harry Von Tilzer 
believed he could resuscicate in- 
terest in ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me.” He worked on the song for 
six months and though receiving 
some ozone representation, didn’t 
get any sales reaction. Berlin has 
modernized ‘Alexander’s Rag Time 
Band’ and ‘Say It With Music,’ and 
reports quite an orchestration sale 
on both these tunes. 

Joe Morris, with ‘Carolina Moon,’ 
reissued the song with a new title 
page when Morton Downey started 
to use it as his theme on CBS. A 








sheet music sale was revived for 
some period and Morris got some 
results. 


Denny Gets NBC Wire 
Besides CBS Commercial 


Jack Denny’s band opens at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York, on 
March 26 to stay at the hotel until 
the middle of June. 

Charles Dornberger’s band fol- 
lowed Denny into the Mount Royal 
hotel, Montreal, last week. 

Denny will get an NBC wire twice 
weekly from the Waldorf, despite 
broadcasting on a CBS commercial. 


Auto Shows’ 9 Bands 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

For the General Motors Auto 
Shows to be held in nine Coast 
cities week of April 9, bands which 
will work the shows are: 

Anson Weeks, San Francisco: Phil 
Sapira, Oakland; Earl Burtnett and 
Everett Hoagland, Los Angeles; 
Frank Morton, Spokane; Cole Me- 
Elroy, Portland; Vic Myers, Seattle; 
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AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear” 
“Sing a New Song” 
“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 
(When You Try to Fool Me)” 
“I’m Lost Without You, Sally” 
“There’s a Million Ways to Say 

I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“STRANGERS” 


“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 
(Ir ng be n’s Latest) 
“GOSH DAKN” 

“THINK OF ME” 

‘“" CAN'T BELIEVE IT’S YOU" 
“I'LL GET ALONG SOMEHOW” 
“ALL OF ME” 


1607 Broadway, New York 








“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 
“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 
“You Only Want Me 


WHEN NOBODY ELSE IS 
AROUND” 
“EV’RY TIME MY HEART 
BEATS” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 


“My Mom” 
“Goodnight Moon” 
“An Ev’ning in Caroline” 
“Sometime in Summertime” 
“That Night” 

“I’m So in Love’’ 

“My Woman” 


DONALDSON, DOUGLAS 
& GUMBLE, Inc. 


1595 Broadway, New York 








“WHEN WE’RE ALONE” 


(Penthouse Serer.ade) 


“RAIN ON THE ROOF” 
“WHO'S YOU'RE LITTLE 
WHO-ZiS” 
“TIRED” 

“LO AND BEHOLD” 
“JAZZ NOCTURNE” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramouat— 
“One Hour With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 








“LADY OF 
“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 


SPAIN” 


WITH YOU” 


“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 


“KISS ME GOOD NIGHT, NOT 
GOODBYE” 


“SOUTHERN MOON” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 








HARMS’ HITS 


“WHAT A LIFE” | 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” | 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” | 


“THE QUEEN WAS IN THE 
PARLOR’ 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 


MARKS’ HITS 


Marta 

Mama Don’t Want No Peas 
Father of Land We Love 
Adios Muchachos 


(Good-bye Boys) 


Waitin’ for the Moon 
Little Gad-a-bout 


MARKS 


223 House 
West wew YORK of 
46th St. Hits 


MUSIC 











Variety In Hits | 


“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Ayalon” | 
“Wrong Number” | 
“Blues in My Heart” | 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 





“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


CONCEDED HITS 
by the “Dear Old Public” 
As the old maestro would say 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 











Remick Hits 
“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 


“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE | 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 


“FROM ONE PAIR OF ARMS 
TO ANOTHER” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 











Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 


“1 FOUND YOU” 
“RIVER, STAY "WAY FROM 
MY DOOR” 

“LIES” 

“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS- 
ING ME” 


“If | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 
“LONESOME MELODY” 
“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 

Capito! Theatre Building 
COR, BROADWAY & 51ST STREET 
NEW YORK 











Witmarks-Hitmarks | 


“Was That the Human |! 
Thing to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 


“By a Rippling Stream”’ 
“Too Many Tears” 





=| 


M. WITMARK & SONS 











1657 Broadway, New York 


JACK YELLEN 


INCORPORATED 
1674 BROADWAY 


Corner 52nd St., New York 
“That's What Heaven 
Means to Me” 
“You’re Still in My Heart” 
“| Forgive You” 
“How About You and Me?” 
“Y’Got Me, Baby” 





| Richman, 


| performance is by Fredric Santley 


| French peasants didn't help much. 


$7 Top Cab Fare Free 
To Grab L. A. Customers 


| 

| 

| 

| Hollywood, March 14. 
Frolics night club, formerly George 
and which reopens March 
17, has made a tieup with the Yellow 
Cab Co. to transport any four people 
from any point within Los Angeles 
city limits to the club in Culver City 
free of charge. Club pays of 
the usual rate. 

Cabbing fre 
the Culver roadhouse, 
treme, can build up a 
the regular rates, 


| Olsen's, 


enor 
wl f 


nm one 
the other ex- 
total of $7 at 


Springtime for Henry 
(Continued from page 52) 


Broadway actress in the Metro fold, 


'was attractively sophisticated. Lilian 


Bond, also in films with a showsgir] 


SONS O’ GUNS 


(Coast Revival) 


first production and reflects little 
credit on the corporation which has 
taken over the Carthay Circle for 
a light opera season. 

Strictly a personality show, built 
for and by the late Jack Donahue, 
no hit on the road with Harry 
it receives little help 
from Richard Powell and Ethelind 
Terry, principals. Powell, not heavy 
on the hoofing, and seeming to lack 
confidence, made a poor showing in 
the Donahue role. Miss Terry dis- 
playing the technique of a _ skirt 
raising soubrette and in very poor 
voice, did nothing to heighten the 
performance, 


as :the valet. 


Opera company was promoted by 
George Mooser, formerly with Er- 
langer in the east. About 100 so- 
cialites are listed as the sponsors. 
Nut for the show close to $10,- 
000. Theatre is on a percentage 
and guarantee and at that figure 
will show little profit for the pro- 
ducers. Call. 











end of lL. A to! 


| heroine, Virginia Brown Faire, is 
| held captive by the outlaw leader, 
| with the ranger coming to her 
rescue, 

Lease turns in a better account 
of himself than he has in many 
other recent roles. Miss Faire, 


history, was convincingly prudish as well, while a very believable — 
jews aed wedlnne nd gt hk “Miss part is handled extremely well by 
Smith, a lady who loved the con- a so 
venitonn. 7 . Mower, and excellent. 

Farce, the most difficalt of all play | If the independ: nts cast and 
types, has superior representation in | handled their westerns as well as 
‘Henry.’ Less adroitly welded, less evidenced here, they would build 
cannily interpreted, ‘<* would col- | up their following saan 
lapse from its sheer cream-puffness. | otis 

Land, 


Los Angeles, March 4. Paris, March 7. 

Municipalities Light Opera As- Varick Frissel and Rene Ginet produ 
sociation of America, Inc., which | '°". whe by Dae ge age Se ohete 
: i , e itographique. Made during the Varick 
| takes in a lot of syllables, locally Srleasl aba tees Ginet Avetic bunt. une 
promoted with the roster of mem- ining time 95 minutes, Gaumont Palace, 
bers (subscribers) looking like | Paris. Featuring Daniel Mendaille, Andre 
| Who’s Who in I1.A., is the pro- | N°® Pierre Nay, Jacky Monnier. 
ducer of ‘Sons o’ Guns.’ It’s their —— 


Casting is poor with several of | Photography is good. Mazi. 
|the principals suggesting picture | as 
| house presentations. Outstanding | 


Thi : Ralph M. Like production and Action 
While the line girls display some winteten release. Directed by George B. 
good tapping in their routines, | Seitz. Supervised by Cliff Broughton. Story 
shoving in rumba numbers by by H. H. Van Loan. Photography by Jules 


Frank Rainger staged production | york as half of double bill, for one day, 
with Edward Larkin doing the | March 8. Running time, 54 minutes. — 
dances Belle. ...cccccccccccteccesccecs Mary Nolan 
: . ia John Banning...... eecccccoecd Jason Robards 
Other principals in the cast are | Rose............ Br Sapeeten eiah Marjorie Beebe 
Florence Hedges, Roland Wood- | Vance...... scescecseecesess- John Davidson 
ruff, Frank Hemingway, Grace Reggie teeteuet b06ecteecdeds illiam Haynes 
Adelphi, Hedley Hall, Eric Snow- CTOCLIVE. .cccccccsesseescessea ax 3 I 
don, David Hughes, George Kun- ei 
kel, and Roy and Lee Moore. Barbary Coast gangster item 








Sing Santly’s Songs 


“STAR LIGHT” 
“CAROLINA'S CALLING ME” 


“1 WAS INTRODUCED TO 
HEAVEN” 


“NEXT TO YOUR MOTHER 
(Who Do You Love)” 


“TELL ME WHILE WE'RE 
“DANCING” 


SANTLY BROS., INC. 


755 7th Ave., New York City 








Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 
719 7th Ave., New York 


“OH! WHAT A THRILL”’ 


“SHADOWS ON THE 
wiNDOW’? 


CIF IT AIN'T LOVE” 











A Positive Hit 
“MY EXTRA-ORDINARY 
GAL” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 











745-7th Ave., New York 


| a couple years ago, doesn't have the 
;}most desirable support, but as the 
| scarlet gal, picking up a living as a 


THE LONE TRAIL 


(Continued from page 29) 


collie dog to protect his sister at 
the station, while he’s off on busi- 
ness, returning to find that ‘The 
Tiger,’ badman of the territory, 
has murdered the girl. From here 
on, with other entirely natural de- 
velopments coming up, Lease is 
looking for the murderer, while the 
dog is in and out of the action all 
the way doing his best to regain 
the favor of his master. 





‘Tiger’ 
built a 
es miles 
that the 


Big scene is a roul 
|and his gang, who have 
| little town all to themsely 
from nowhere. It is here 


dup of 


though with little to do, does that 


CEUX DU ‘VIKING’ 


(Those of the ‘Viking’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Rene Ginet, a picture trade news- 
paperman, accompanied Varick 
Frissel on an Arctic hunt, and shot 
a travelog. This was later sound- 
synchonized, and, with a few inter- 
polated studio-made scenes, results 
in a production where travelog 
scenes, especially seal hunting, is of 
considerable interest, while the rest 
of the story is not enhanced by the 
faked sequences. 

Title refers to the story of the 
ship ‘Viking’ which exploded, re- 
sulting in the crew beinig marooned 
for a_ while. Outdoor sequences 
were made around Newfoundland. 


Docks of San Francisco 


Cronjager. Recording by 
Edited by Byron Robinson. 


James Stanley. 
At Loew's New 





around a girl who succeeds in quit- 
ting the racket through accidental 
good offices of a novelist who under- 
stands possible virtues of fallen 
women. Holds the interest in spite 
of its independent stamp and, out 
of the welter of product available on 
that market, seems a pretty fair 
pick. 

A setup for double bills, picture 
might solo it in subsequent runs 
which aren’t too pretentious, 


Mary Nolan, a Universal star until 


| holdup moll for a small-time mob- 

| ster, plus other things, turns in a 

|nice account of herself. She is paired 

| with Jason Robards for romantic in- 

|terest, and from him obtains her 
best bolstering. 


In the final big scene after she has 
driven the novelist to his woodland 
camp at the point of a gun, she 
turns his pal, and herself tries to 
shoot it out with her gang, who 
catch up with her and the loot from 
a bank robbery. The ending is 
clumsy. After cops have arrived. 
grabbing the remnants of the gang, 
| excluding the girl, Robards looks up 
from his wounds to the shot-injured 
girl, saying, ‘How is it, kid?’ for the 
| fade. 





Picture has more than the requi- 
site amount of action for the aver- 
; age fan. That last reel alone packs 
;} enough to satisfy the most avid ap- 
| petite for gunfire, suspense, etc. 
| John Davidson, who does the tin- 

horn racketeer, master of the gir) 
| who tried to quit on him, is a good 
type, but gives a very poor perform- 
ance. Most of the time he’s too 
theatrical. Char. 





Scheduled meeting of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association 
Friday (11) to act on the standard 
form of agreement between pub- 
lishers and songwriters was called 


| 
| NO QUORUM 
{ 
| 


| off because the M.P.P.A, couldn't 
/get a quorum. 
Meeting will instead he held at 








the end of this week. 


———=3 


Cincinnati, March 14 


tucky cafe, was heavily damaged by 
bombing at 4a.m. The blast wrecke@ 


the front part of the building. Three 
employees asleep on the premises 
escaped injury. 

The place was recently taken ovee 
by Howard Pregel, nephew of the 
chief of police of Newport, Ky. I¢ 
is located two miles south of Cove 
ington, and was formerly operated 
as Villa Venice by Carrie Finnel, 
ex-burlesquer. 





Commish Suit 
Chicago, March 14. 
Case of A. S. Baum, agent, against 
the act of LaFayette and LaVerna, 
went into a second round last week 


when the Hotel Sherman's College 
Inn and Ben Bernie got into the 
picture. 

Legal tangles the result of a repe- 


resentation contract Baum is said 
to hold with the act, calling for 
10% of the act’s wages. Baum also 
has a suit against the Frolics cafe 
on the same matter, the nite club 
having failed to deduct the com« 
mish following the receipt of the 
registered demand from Baum’'s 


lawyer when the dance team played 
the southside spot. 


TEXAS RAID 
Galveston, March 14. 

Three prohibition arrests were 
made at the Old Town cafe, where 
August Boyesen, manager; R. EK, 
Gassoway, master of ceremonies, 
and Frank Purdy, were taken. 

Small quantities of liquor were 


taken from guests and ginger ale 
stocks were confiscated. No liquor 
was found in the club’s stocks. 





EMBASSY CUTS DOWN 
Leo Belasco’s orchestra out of the 
Embassy Club, New York, Sature 
day (12). Band, CBS-booked, goes 
into the Beacon March 18, replacing 
Paul Tremaine’s orchestra. 


IZmbassy Club, an exclusive mem- 
bership organization, has closed its 
main dining room due to poor biz. 


GUS 
ARNHEIM 


AND HIS ORCH. 
Cafe Winter Garden, Chicago 


Featuring: 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 

















Woods Theatre Bldg., Chicago 
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Acknowledging with Thanks 
the Great Melody 


HARRY WARREN 


Has Written to My Lyric 


‘TOO MANY TEARS’ 
AL DUBIN 

















| JESS STAFFORD | 


and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 








MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF A™ 


Police Chief Kin’s Cafe | 


Bombed, Reason Unknown , 


The Club Vagabond, nearby Kenx . 
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Vaude House Reviews 





STATE 


(Continued from Page $5) 


the house fs a little slow in warm- 
ing up. It liked the Phelps Twins 
(New Acts), but it was not telling 
them so. 

Jerry and her Baby Grands fol- 
low with a load of capital piano 
playing which runs from jazz to 
selections from ‘Orpheus.’ In be- 
tween is a medley of selections by 
Berlin, Gershwin and others, wind- 
ing uy with Sousa, This is accom- 
panied by a motion picture thrown 
on the screen, mostly cartoon stuff, 
but with portraits of the composers. 
Effective, but did not get the meas- 
ure of applause it really deserves. 
Closer is ‘Shine on Harvest Moon’ 
with the Phelps posing on a paint- 
ed haystack. Nicely routined and 
showy, but not always intelligently 
lighted. 

Claire comes next with his own 
eonrtibution, ‘It All Depends on 
You,’ torched. First as ‘snowbirds’ 
and almost unpleasantly realistic 
and encored as Jolson would do it. 
Better. 

Burns and Kissen open with a 
medley of parodies, one of the men 
goes straight for a song and then 
play safe with brief parodies, most- 
ly with one or two choruses. They 
manage to get rid of four or five 
of these, which might convey a hint 
to singers who hold the stage once 
they get it. These encores are spon- 
taneous because they are brief and 
promise more to come. 

John and Mary Mason (New 
Acts), do some good work on roll- 
ers and when the act is about over 
take a fresh start with a comedy 
stunt which doubles the length of 
the turn without tiring. Without a 
turn like Miss White this would 
have been difficult to follow. It is 
too strong a laugh finish to be built 
up on by a following act. 

Picture is ‘Aresene Lupin’ (MGM) 
with the usual Metrotone News and 
a special] short for St. Patrick’s Day. 
Solid entertainment. 


86TH ST. 


Dean Ed Lenihan of the RKO 86th 
Street chapter is having a swell 
time this half gloating .over the 
healthy b. o. returns. What's more, 
the returns would probably continue 
just as healthy for a full week or 
more with current lineup, the best 
stage and screen combination in the 
theatre in many moons, 

To start with, there’s the screen 
natural, ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), sure 
to bring out the foreign element in 
this section in part because of Lu- 
bitsch’s name, Then on the stage 
there are six strong vaude acts 
combining both names and talent. 


Probably the greatest surprise 
element in the show is the Esther 
Ralston turn (New Acts). The 
golden-haired girl’s name on the 
mnarquee is admittedly a puller, but 
to find her in a vaude act of real 
merit with or without Miss Ralston, 
Well-paced and well-staged and a 
sure pleaser, makes it perfect. Miss 
Ralston may be spoiling things for 
the Hollywood mob by her current 
layout. 

Thought occurs when she shows 
up, No. 3, that she’s spotted a bit 
too early, but as it turns out there's 
no other place for her. Because im- 
mediately after her act comes Leon 
Janney in another ‘in person’ with 
Irene Ricardo next to closing. By 
that time Alexander and Santos, 
who under ordinary conditions 
could handle a better spot in almost 
any bill, have a pretty tough time 
of it. 


Show gets going with Ed and 
Jennie Rooney, one of the better 
trapeze acts making the rounds. 


Miss Rooney has the added advan- 
tage over most acrobatic turns of 
being a real looker, besides nimble 
with her hands and feet. 


Art Henry deuces with his fa- 
miliar turn, his girl assistant still 
setting no billing. Maybe she ought 
to. A femme who can go in for 
rough stuff as she does and still 
look the lady deserves some sort of 
credit, 

; Leon Janney’s appearance, follow- 
ing Miss Ralston, got considerable 
entrance applause, probably from 
the many kids in the house. Clev- 
erly enough, he wears a Boy Scout 
pin and abstains from mention of 
his Hollywood background. After a 
fair song he goes into a series of 
what he calls caricatures of famous 
Stars (again, cleverlr, not calling 
them impersonations) to very good 
results. His Marlene Dietrich, sur- 
Prisingly enough, is the best of the 
lot, with Chevalier not far behind. 
The kid's really quite clever and a 
crowd pleaser. Wh-<n he startec out 
doing personals he included a sad 
recitation, which now is happily out. 

Irene Ricardo’s humor and man- 

nerisms haven't changed much in 


the last few years and she had no 

trouble holding the audience, 
Alexander and Santos with a fine 

Kauf. 


burlesque ballet act close. 


HIPPODROME 


Unusually cold audience Saturday 
matinee gave but one act, Singin’ 
Sam, an excuse to take an encore. 
The rest of the turns bowed off with 
but sparse returns. 
paced and lacked wallop, but didn't 
deserve such cool treatment, 

George Dormonde 
trick pedicycle turn. He is sure and 
adept on the one-wheeler, and his 
riding contains quite a number of 
unusual feats. However, his at- 
tempts at comedy fall flat. A femme 
assists for some song and sax work 
at the start, and later also takes to 
pedicycle. 

Ashley Paige and Jean deuced 
with a slow turn consisting of xylo- 
phone tinkling and some hooting. 
Last time Paige was caught he was 
doing a single. Jean, a nice-looking 
young girl, embellishes the turn with 
her dance number. For the finish 
she joins Paige at the xylophone. 
Paige pleases at the latter instru- 


opened with a 


ment and also does a simultaneous 
sax and elarinet playing number. 


However, the straight musical mo- 
ments are not uncommon and the 
act drags in spots, 


Danny Small and Harry Mays. 
colored team, pleased most with 
their warbling. Small has a good 


baritone, which the amplification at 
this theatre promoted. Did a num- 
ber in German and Yiddish besides 
his pops. Patter of this team 
though is weak and needs pointing 
up. 

Raymond Wilbert, who followed, 
is given smart support by the blonde 
girl who assists. Latter breaks into 
all Wilbert’s routines with dry hu- 
morous remarks regarding her part- 
ner’s ability. 
golf pro. Opens with gag legerde- 
main and rounds out with trick golf 
shots. Girl is also spotted for a solo 
dance number. 

De Wolfe, 
(New Acts), a2 dancing threesome, 
two girls and one boy, who work 
very hard but just manage to get 
over, 


Metcalfe and Ford 


band, has quite an 
but one which is 
neighborhood houses. 
in stooges, two being used for 
dances. Freed does his customary 
harmonica playing on an instrument 
no larger than his thumb, and gags 
with a few magical tricks at the 
opening of the act. For finish, stage 
goes to ‘full’ with the four stooges 
at instruments for comedy instru- 
mentation, 

Singin’ Sam (New Acts), next to 


amusing 
best suited for 
Act abounds 


arep. Drew a big reception 
and was the only turn on the bill to 
warrant an encore. 

Joe Bell and Sister (New Acts), 
nice wire walking duo, hurt their 
turn with too much gab. 

Par’s ‘Wayward’ featured. 


—-——_ 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 12. 


Two outstanding radio tags within 
two weeks are bringing heated 
grosses to a house that hrs needed 
a boost for some month, Last week 
the Camel act came through oke at 
the front gate despite the worst 
weather slap of the year, and cur- 
rently another CBS warbler is ton- 
silling a flock of shekels into the 
register for a second consecutive 
winning stanza. Kate Smith filled 
the seats at the opening show this 
week and, given a half-way weather 
break, should continue to stow ‘em 
away for the remainder of her stay. 


First show mob got an extra sock 
to put away in their mental scrap- 
book of radio personality incidents, 
for the warbling gir) closed her turn 
with an unrehearsed fall. 
unrehearsed, she hit that set of 
boards hard, but the audience didn't 
erack a giggle, showing this typic- 
ally radio listener crowd has learned 
to revere its air names. 

Miss Smith, however, got off the 
stage okay and came back for her 
bows and a couple of bouquets, but 
no more songs. She had already 
had the house sold. Backed by a 
pair of pianos she warbled jazz, bal- 
lads and regular pop tunes into the 
mike, At the close of the fourth 
number she backed away from the 
radio hook-up and went into a hot- 
cha stomp. Whether it was new 
shoes or new show, she went to tiie 
floor, but came back smiling, the 
standout sock of the show. 

It was distinctly radio audience of 
children and housewives and the 
ordinarily non-theatre trade. lor 


rent vaude lineup is a certain win- 





ner. It's a@ simple 
layout that should give vaude a 
healthy boost locally. Shows like 
i this with a radio attraction to bring 
‘em in figure as plenty of educa- 
tional exploitation for vaude itself 

In the opening spot were Meyers. 
Lubow and Rice, dancing turn of 
standard merit. Two gals and two 
men who have an eye for novelty 
| stepping and an ear to select some 
of the best music heard in a dancing 
routine, They avoid the use of too 
familiar pop tunes and so 
vives them a good edge in the right 





direction. 


Bill was slowly | 


Wilbert is a former | 


Carl Freed, minus his usual large } 
turn, | 


closing, is a radio singer with quite | 
here | 


Though } 


this unsophisticated group the cur-| 


down-to-earth | 


doing | 


Meat of the turn is solid, 


| ctu, the only weakness being the 
i jumbled closing number. 

; Deucer brought Al Abbott and his 
| counnaee characterizations. Material 
lef this sort was peaches and cream 
{for this radio type audience. His 
|} impersonations of comedy Duteh, 
| the Halibut Corners constable and 
the other array of parlor caricatures 
; was right up the avenue for this 
neighborhood type audience in a 
loop house, 

Then came the ‘Moon Comes Over 
;}the Mountain’ theme song and a 
hefty reception for Miss Smith. 
After she bowed off, Bob Hope cov- 
jered the rest of show. Hope is 
| holding down the time of two acts, 
regular turn in one widening 
| immediately into his follow-up act 
jlabelled ‘Hope’s Antics.’ Hope’s 
;clowning and his stooges delivered 
| laughs right into the mitt of this 
|} audienee, only one or two muffing 
because Hope didn’t stop to explain 
his jokes here, 

Show was paced well and built 
steadily to the closing laughs on the 
Hiope turn. And it’s money this 
week, the cost of show figuring un- 
der the salaries for a regular five- 
act lineup. Picture, too, must get 
some credit for biz since Ann Hard- 
ing counts in this town. ‘Prestige 
(Radio) is the first of her films not 
;}to play a run house in this town, 
‘and the rep, despite weakness of the 
film, still has some punch, Gold, 


iis 








Paramount, Newark 


Newark, March 12. 
So much vaudeville this week 


there isn’t even a news reel, with 
the show making almost. three 
hours, 

Mrank Evers and Greta, wire- 


walking act, during which Greta, a 
sizeable blonde, dances a little and 
plays an accordion, all mildly. 
Evers is all right on the wire, win- 
ning strongly with one leg stuff. 
Whity Roberts scores heavily after 
a mild start with an average song. 
talk and comedy frame-up. He 
gets attention by dancing and does 





some clever rope-skipping, Then he 
juggles with plates and shows a 
girl how to juggle, with the girl 


breaking the plates after doing the 
firick okay, 

Cliff Nazarro leads Roane’s Penn- 
sylvanians, group of 13 men who 
might have more class in their cos- 
tumes. Nazarro has plenty of life, 
|sings twice, pulis gags and acts as 
jm. c., intrducing two girls for some 
| dancing. A blonde and trunette, 
j Ch y were pleasant to look at and 
their dancing was harmless. A col- 
| ored man as a preacher does some 
| dancing, preaching and praying with 
| earnestness and returns for 
} fast dancing. He is there. 
| The band is well liked, doing par- 
} ticularly well with ‘Tiger Rag.’ They 
; pull some Horace Heidt stuff with- 
i Heidt needing to worry. A 
| school-room scene is made amusing. 
Jones and Wilson before a China- 
| tow n drop in ‘one’ do a blackface 
' 
' 


terrific 
some 


out 


turn which greatly amuses although 
there is really nothing to it except 
the negro characterization, 

Refreshing originality is brought 
by the Mazzone and Keene Revue. 
They have special sets, the first rep- 
resenting a landscape with a moving 
waterfall, Before this two pose 
while a man, bare to the waist, does 
a brilliant adagio turn with a girl. 
She brings a gasp by jumping and 
making a leg catch for the final 
spin. A bright futuristic curtain 
cuts this off to give way to a corn- 
field seene before which stand two 
men as scarecrows. They go into 
an eceentric dance which wins. 
Back in one a girl does neat acro- 
baties and eontortions, Last comes 
a good cellar dive setting in which 
is done an unusual Apache dance. 
Handled splendidly it gets all it 
deserves, which is plenty. There 
follows a general fight and all the 
furniture is smashed up. The win- 
ning Apache is shot by a policeman 
as he starts up the stairs. This tight 
involves tricky acrobatics so easily 
handled they seem simple. 

Picture is Par’s ‘Strangers in 








Love.’ tusiness big. 
RKO, L. A. 
Los Angeles, March 11. 
Nine months ago the Weaver 


Brothers, Elvira and their kinfoik 
stomped their way down the coast 
amid the cheers of RKO division 
and house managers. Reasons were 
evident: the Weavers were breaking 
house records everywhere as the 
leading exponents of backwoods 
Americana, In Los Angeles they 
bulged the box office with a take ol 
$17,500 for the week, 

No record breakers are the Weav- 
jers on their current engagement. 
; Reasons might be many. The fea- 
jture, ‘A Woman Commands’ (Radio- 
i Pathe), is no screen draw, Condi- 
| tions are bad. Radio has robbed hill 
billies of their novelty. 

Weavers are doing the same per- 
line for line, song for 
gesture for gesture, as 
have been doing for several seasons. 
| In the passing of time the clan have 
hecome actors and have lost the 
meivete that was originally their 
greatest asset. Elvira has become a 
smart alecky wisecracker, Abner an 
m. «. and Cicero a comic, all striving 
for what formerly came easy. The 
| ‘liomefolks’ are no longer apple 
kno-ckers; they’re all Actors. 

Retween the Weavers and Flvira 

‘nnd the Homefolks there is 45 min- 





o 
sormance 


Sone, 


they | 


| singing and music. With nothing 
| ne offer, its a long three-quar- 
i ters .n hour. Elvira's line, that one 
time got a laugh on their entrance, 
is a giggle now. Orchestra of back- 
woods instruments is oke when it 
starts, but on the stage, mostly from 
the opening until the closing, it 
wears out its welcome. Cicero's 
clowning is another bit of repeating. 
It got a belly when he opened, which 
went wild before he closed. Even 
the baby bit, with Cicero holding the 


kid, then taking a run out meant 
nothing. 
Added screen fare is a Bray car- 
Call, 


} toon and Pathe News clips. 


MONTREAL 





(Continued from page 9) 





| prisingly well and is holding over 


;} another three days this week with 
}‘Queen’s Husband,’ but this took 
| money away from main stems. 


Nabes have been up and down, with 
scme grossing high and unemploy- 
ment and wage slashes pounding a 
lot more down into the red. 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1.900; 50- 
$2.50) (Qegit), ‘Queen's Husband.’ 
Started big and continued well, with 
likelihood of another $6,000 for 
three days of this week. Last week 
grossed close to $14,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700: 75), ‘Shanghai 
Express’ (Par). Looks like a win- 
ner; may get $12.000, Last week 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) started big 
and faded to $11,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Murders 
in Rue Morgue’ (U) and ‘Wayward’ 
(Par). Not over-attractive for this 
time of year and may gross $10,000. 
Last week ‘No One Man’ (Par) and 


‘Reckless Age’ (Par) barely made 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Beast 
of the City’ (M-G) and vaude 
Liable to drop this week to about 
$12,000. Last week ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (M-G) and vaude packed 


them in and grossed nearly $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60). 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) and ‘The 
Menace’ (Col). Nice pictures which 
Will likely get a fair $9,000. ‘Pagan 
Lady’ (Col) and ‘The Deceiver’ (Col) 
last week were near-flops at $6,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), 
‘House Divided’ ¢(U) and ‘Ridin’ for 


Justice’ (Col). Will drop to $2,000. 
Last week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) 
and ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) about 
$2,300. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Mon Coeur et ses Millions’ 
(French). May get $1,500, Last 
week ‘Serments’ (French) about 
$1,800, 


IND. ABOVE RECENT PAR, 
‘LULLABY,’ $16,500, OKE 


Indianapolis, Mareh 14, 

Ilouses will eke out a good healthy 
business this week, managers are 
hopeful, for the Indiana dropped all 
others in the shade last week with 
‘Girl Crazy.” ‘Tab grossed $26,000 
for the fourth highest week at the 
theatre, which was good news to 
B. V. Sturdivant, general manager 
of the Publix theatres here, who is 
to be retained in that capacity with 
the Skouras outfit dropping out of 
the business. 

Even the Lyric dropped two grand 
below its normal $106,000 average. 
Indiana has Ted Lewis’ unit coming 
in Easter week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Sky Devils’ «1T7A). Will click 
for about $7,500, fair. Last week 
Arrowsmith’ (UA) did $8,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50). ‘Rusiness and Pleasure’ 
(Fox) should hit $6,500. Last week 


‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) good at 
$7,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,606; 25- 
35-50) ‘Expert’ «WRB) and vaude. 


Will get close to $106,000, solely be- 
cause of Chic Sale’s pull. Last 
week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) dropped 
to $,000, 

Circle (Publix) (2,600: 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par). Will 
boost the average at the house to 
about $7,000, but will have to climb 
steadily. Last week ‘Behind the 
Mask’ (Col) fair at $5,000. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35- 
50). ‘Broken Lullaby’ looks good for 
$16,500. Last week ‘Strangers in 
Love’ (Par) and tab ‘Girl Crazy’ 
excellent at $26,000, 


25-35-50) 


Upstate Rivals Mix It 
On Sat. Midnite Shows | 


Schenectady, Mareh 14. 
Plans of Bob Ungerfeld, new RKO 








Plaza manager here to have mii- 
night show Saturday night were 
knocked in head by police. Ac- 


Ungerfeld, he received 
a telephone call from William M. 
| Shirley, head of Farash Theatres, 
RKO opposition in this city, Sat- 
urday afternoon and Shirley threat- 
ened to for if he 
ran the show. 

A few Chief of 
Police William H. Funston informed 
Ungerfeld of his intention to stop 
the show under the penal code pro- 
hibiting Sunday shows until 2 
ip. m. on the Sabbath. The chief 


cording to 


move his arrest 


moments later 





Magician, Gangster 
Film Best in Frisco; 
‘Beast,’ $34,000, Oke 


San Francisco, March 14. 

A magician and a ganster picturé 
are splitting honors of the town in 
an average week of picture grosses. 

A svnectacular advertising and ex- 
ploitation camnaign is responsible 
for beaucoun attendance at the Or- 
pheum where Thurston holds the 
stage with his macie feats. Hlouse 
likely to hit $18,000 on the week; 
okay. 

Fox with ‘Beast of 
moving merrily along. 


, “es ’ ¢ 
the City is 


recent serial- 


ization in Hearst's ‘Call-Bulletin’ of 
the yarn helninge somewhat. Tos- 
sible $34,000 here. 

Warners is holding the Artiss’ 
'‘Man Who Plaved God’ for a third 
week to aie $7,000 gross, while 
‘Shanghai Express’ went into a 
deuce stanza at the Pr >mount. 

RKO is gradually « ‘xs out of 


added attractions at its Golden Gate 
and current week is without either 
four extra vaude acts or a name 
attraction with the bad $10,000 
manifesting an immediate negative 
reaction. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65) ‘Beast of the 
City’ (M-G) and stage show. Get- 
ting a good play from thrill-seekers 
and $31,000 best in weeks. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ only 
six days and a poor $23,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 
60) ‘Nice Women’ (U) and vaude. 
No pulling power and $10,000 lowest 


35 


in months. Last week, Gene Den- 
nis and ‘Maker of Men’ $12,000, 
poor, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270: 35-60) 


‘Final Edition’ (Col.) and Thurston 
on stage. Heavily advertised and 
nifty $18,000 looked for. Last week 
only six days with ‘Lady With a 


Past’ in a deuce week and Duke 
Ellington’s band drawing a bad 
$8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 35-50) 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) (2d week). 


$13,000 pretty good. First week 
around $21,000. 
United Artists (1,200: 25-40-60) 


‘Sky Devils’ (UA). 
well with $10,000. Fifth and final 
week of ‘Arrowsmith,’ $6,000, okay. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 30-60) ‘No 
One Man’ (Par) and stage show. 
Biz play from the femmes for the 
Rupert Hughes story that was run 
in Cosmopolitan. About $17,000, 
satisfactory. ‘Polly of Circus’ (M- 
G) did $20,000 last week. 

Warners (1,365; 35-59-60) ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB) (3rd week). 
7,000 is good, Second week got 
$10,000, 


‘DANCERS,’ $35,000 0.K. 
IN FAIR BOSTON WK. 


Boston, March 14. 

Lent has finally taken hold of 
this town. Last week’s grosses were 
‘way off with the big Met hard hit. 
This week also looks none too 
bright. 

Irene Rich, in person at the Bos- 
ton, looms as the bright spot. Lil- 
yan Tashman at the Met might aid 
its boxoffice. 

Estimates for This week 

Met (Publix) 44,300: 50-75). 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ (Par) and 
Lilyan Tashman on stage. At $335,- 
000 plenty good. Last week 
‘Strangers in Leve’ (Par), poor $24,- 
000, 

Paramount (Publix) 
50-60), ‘Shanghai Express’ 
Third week down to $15,000, 
week brought $24,000. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65), ‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U). Book rep and 
title should do better than $13,500 
pace, Last week ‘Sunshine Siisie’ 
(Radio-British) a white elephant at 
$12,400. 

Keith’s-Boston 
‘Carnival Boat’ and Irene 


Starting fairly 


~~” 








(1,800: 35- 
(Par). 
Second 


(4,000: 35-50), 
Rich on 


stage. About $16,500, mild. Last 
week ‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) and 
Paul Whiteman drew $22,599. 


Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60), ‘Shang- 
hai Express.’ Stays a second weck 
and down to $6,000. Last week ex- 
cellent, $8,000. 


Scolla (vaudfilm), ‘Millionai.e’ 
(Fox). Kot over $11,000. Last weck 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) brought fiir 
$9,500. 

State (4,000: 95-35-60), ‘Sly 
Devils’ (UA). Aviation flicker may 


do $26,000, Last week ‘Polly of Cic- 
cus’ (M-G) also around $20,060, 





complaint to him, but that a Mr. 
Wilson of the Lord’s Day Alilianve 
did earNer in the week and that he 
overlooked notifying theatre man- 
agement, When notification did 
come, the afternoon papers were on 
the street and it was too late to 
make any public announcement of 
the calling off of show. To get 
around this Ungerfeld started the 
extra show at 10:50 p. m. instead 
of 11:15 o’clock and showing only 
feature picture, ‘Polly of the Circus’ 
ended it at one minute of midnic! ft. 

This is second time Shirley and 





his company have gone after the 


, | : ‘ 29.8 £9 | rare - & a ' 
tes of hill billy comedy, dancing,, said later that Shirley did not make, NKO people on Sunday shows, 


pre os 
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Kedzie 

I to a string of eight acts tha 
ran through the sche .dule in a snappy 
90-minute strut Speed and pacing | 
of the show made the evening more 
pleasant than would be indicated 
fro the weighing of the individual 
tur 

Opening were the Four Harmony | 
Jacks, male quartet that tried spir- 
ituals, yodeling and hoofing, but who 


failed to deliver a 
appears able to 
cordion,. but he 
get the push-box 
the audience. 
is more 
rushes through m 


His one 
and er 


De Amico 
the ac- 


smack. 
command 


doesn’t know how to 


pumping across to 
aim, it seems 
speed. He 
leaving be- 


eater 
imbers, 


hind nothing that resembles har- 
mony or melody. A slower and 
calmer pace on these songs would 
help 

Jack Merlin was the first oke of 
the evening. The magic stunts are 
handled neatly and with an eye for 


the occasional laugh. 


of this house pro 
his card tricks, au 
can clutch an int 
set for results. 


The small size 
ved a great aid to 
d anywhere Merlin 
imate theatre, he’s 


Miller, Malvey and 


Reba are a dancing, trio that needs 


a better 
present ideas are 
stair session, whi 
least done well. 


stepping opener. 


Their 
hazy. The closing 
le not new, was at 


First straight talking turn of the 
evening brought Zeck and Randolph 


and their 
is on for a coup 
backseat and a 
Hiding among the 
and 


wax dummy. 


The dummy 
le of kicks in the 
couple of giggles. 
maze of weak talk 


semi-warbling were a couple 


| propel ! 


thie tTroubpie Fig 
practice 


girl band, need 
outining They 
tunes which they 
covering 
which they could 
be a bette 
couple of 
specialties, 
Ray and 
possibilities 
boys h 
layout, 
point. 
can mugs. 
chatter and 
and Wood, man 
bats, completed 
some hand 
Pusiness 
Friday evening 


r idea. 
but 


of 
ave the 
They 
They 
A few 


Jack 
the Gregory 
Crazy.’ 


Jack Rue 


the Universal 
Moines. 


ager 


Al Short, 
with 


are 


instrumental 
they're 
Stone 

the 
makings of a snappy 
talk 
know 
rewriters on their 
they're set to go. 
and woman 
balancing, and 
continues 


Snowings. 
Garrity, Jr., 


Ratoff version 


added 
exchange in 





ic then shows 

igre gigg for 
enough to pay for 
ht Rhythmettes, 
and re- 
attempt difficult 
not capable of 
ballads 


les 


Simpler 


accomplish would 
Interspersed are a 


and dancing 
second rate. 
the best 

These 


offered 
lineup. 


and to the 
and they 


fast 
hoke 


Max 
acro- 
the cycle with 
oke. 
for the 
Gold. 


fair 


now manager of 
of ‘Girl 


salesman to 
Des 


as 


Phil Dunas now holding down the 
jobs as district and exchange man- 
in Chicago for Columbia. 

former musical director 
several Chicago theatres, 
joined the Chicago NBC studios as 
musical and program producer, 


has 





Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 38) 


LOS ANGELES 

Loew’s State (16) 
‘Exotique’ 
P & N Ghezzi 
Foley & Leture 
Raymon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 

LOUISVILLE 

Rialte (19) 
Arthur Lake Co 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier & Co 

MILWAUKEE 

Wisconsin (19) 
‘Limehouse N’ts’ I 
V & E Stanton 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Don Carroll 
International Rev 
Sunkist Ens 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Minnesota (19) 
‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Raye, Ellis & LaR’ 
Keith Wilbur 
D & H Blossom 
Franklin Record 
Sunkist Ens 


Sea’ I 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
June Worth 

Matt Brooks 

Sun! vist Ens 


‘Gay Vienna’ I 
De Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (19) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Ann Codee 
Roy Rogers 
Duval Sis 
Julian Marjorie 
David Robel 
Henry Phillips 
B De Valery Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (19) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Oisen 
Joe Pascoe 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (16) 
*“Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy 
Josephine 
The Cachalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & Kat’ryne 


& T 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (19) 
‘Stars of Y't’y’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 
Rice & Caddy 
Cho Cho 
Freddie Ford 
Harrison Co 
Alex’der & Evelyn 
PHOENIX 
Fox (19) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O’Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Ben Omar 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Paramount (17) 
‘Clean-Up’ I 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R’ 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (19) 
‘Impressions’ f& 
Natcha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Sydell & ‘Spotty’ 
Joe Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
Corinne Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (16) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ I 
Arthur West 
Lee, Port & D’ 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rose Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (17) 
‘Marches Militaires’ 
Charities Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
SHREVEPORT 
Strand 
Ist half (19-22) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE 


Fox 
Ist half (18-20) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Tabor & Greene 
Chief Clearsky 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa 


Fox Poli (19) 
‘Aloha’ I 
Ryan & Noblette 








Tr 
SP’GFIFLD, MASS. 





With MAE 
LEW 





RKO STATE LAKE 


cHicace 


“IMPATIENT MAIDEN” 


m’'s A UNIVERSAL 


CLARK and 
AYERS 
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Briants 
Gordon's 
Kikutas 
Gaylenne & DuR'ne 
ST. LOUIS 


Dogs 


Fox (19) 
‘Slavique’ I 
Sam Hearn 


4 Clovers 
it & Be mpson 
Pallenbere’s Bears 
Patsy M arr 
Laurell & Ted 
LaVonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (19) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weise 8 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOLVER 
Orpheum (17) 
‘Star Night’ I 





Betty Compson 
Roy Bradley 
Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Anna Chang 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Julian Hall 
Earl Judy & Ch’ 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (19) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
WORCESTER 
Palace (19) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Willie Mauss 
Mignone 
30yce Combe 
Russ Thayer 
Sunkist Ens 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsont 


Central P’k Casino 

Veloz & Yolanda 

Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 


Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 

Lew Dolgoft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 


Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 
Old Vienna 
Florie Hat chison 
6 Prat Singers 
Helen Po ka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Dan Healy 
Peppino & Rhoda 
Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Wells M'rd’cai & = 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Eimer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 





Norman Astwood 


NEW YORK CITY 


3 Little Words 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kings 


Cotton Club 


Blue Rhythm Boys 
Leitha Hill 
Hartmanns 
Dorothy Crowley 
Al White 

H’llyw’d Restaur’t 
Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

2 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 


Nat Club 


La Belle Rose 

Eton Boys 

Nutsy Fagan 
Rainbow Inn 


Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 
Diana Deering 
Bobby De Fay 
Mildred Jay 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanova 
Gregory Grestrow 
Irene Kuloff 


Show Place 


Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
tetty & Andre 
Rita White 
Village Barn 
Reily & Comfort 
Josh Medders 
Danny Drayson 
Lew Beck 
Chic Kennedy 
Bashful Hank 
fexas Redheads 





Iielen Manning 
Dave Abrams Orch 
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SNSTITUTION of] INTERNATIONALS 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


CHICAGO 


Ambassadeur 
Fred Vallena 
Harmony 2 
Helene Ward 
Laura Lee 
Kathleen Phillip 
Frances Marion 


Frolics 
Lillian Barnes 
Gypsy Rhoumje 
Peggy Moore 
The Rodions 
Jack Waldron 
Ted Cook Orch 


Clarice Kentucky Club 
Al Handler Orch mart Rickerd 
Lulu Bates 


Cafe De Alex - 
Inez Gamble 


Eddie South Orch 
Terrace Garden 
Florrie O'Day 
Patsy & Mickey 
Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Joe Lewis 
Hazei & Kliatoff 
Cutler Sis 
Irene Faery 
Mary Stone 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Charley Crafts 
Clifford & Wayne 
Helen Wehrle 
Bobbie Cook 
Dorothy Bel 
Lararine Tumler 


Lou Dawn 
3 Scovel Sis 
Jimmy Noone Orch 
Club Nocturne 
Edna Mae Morris’ 
Nellie Easton 
Germaine LaPierre 
Meyers & Wagner 
Gene Gill 
3 Stepping Stars 
Edddie Papin Orch 
College Inn 
LaFayette & LaV 
Lightning Fl’shes 
Elita Sis 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 
Marjorie Tait 


Natalie & Howard WMorothy Thomas 
Alvira Morton Buddy Clarke 
Francine Lee 3 Rhythm Rascals 
Jerry Elliman 4 Abbott Dancers 





Jimmy Meo Orch Gus Arnheim Orch 





Radio Phonies 





(Continued from page 1) 


at least with an air of importance, 
doubt ordinarily doesn't begin 
creeping into the performers’ minds 
until weeks and months have passed 
and they discover nothing is hap- 
pening. 

A recent example that 
challenge credulity, is the record of 


45 auditions held in three months by 
a local commercial with big ideas 
and a small pocket book. Practically 
every type of ether program was 
tried out for that concern before it 
finally decided on a 10-piece staff 
combination and a studio tenor. 


This system of hide and seek is 
just beginning to dawn upon the 
networks, which directly or other- 
wise become involved in the situa- 
tion. More than often the network 
supplies its own talent or is respon- 
sible for contacting outside talent 
only to find itself in the middle 
later, with explanations due. 30th 
NBC and CBS are now looking into 
the matter, even going as far as 
putting on special men to investi- 
gate the status of a commercial 
client before supplying an audition. 
Making a careful checkup of poten- 
tial sponsors the networks are deal- 
ing out direct questions in order to 
ascertain the exact or approximate 
amount of money the client is going 
to spend, thereby figuring to elimi- 
nate wild goose auditions. 

It’s usually a case of a phoney 
front put on to impress perform- 
ers and others involved, who are ig- 
norant of what’s going on around 
them. 


might 





B’way a Midway 





(Continued from page 39) 


and became distant adventure. Now 
they needn't go O6VéFr toe Yorkville 
for the Bavarian and Tyrolean 
yodels; needn’t go downtown to the 
east side for the arty Russian 
cabarets. The rest of the Hun- 
garian, Spanish, French, Italian 
and what’ll-you-have nite life is 
spotted very handy so that for $1- 
$2 there is an assortment of food 
and millions of yodelers, hock- 
dancers, fandangoists, cymbalists 
and gypsies with the chow. 


Scales are graduated to fit the 
purse, with a common hors d’oeuvre 
and desert, but with the entree 
ranging from $1 to. $2 or $1.50 a 
head, depending on the cuisine. 
One Russian joint has a three part 
revue with a 90c dinner. On Sat- 
urday’s, for lunch, the same revue 
goes with a 75c lunch. That’s one 
sample of the economy, 


One Pop Scale Pays 


eateries 
although 


These foreign flavor 
aren’t squawking either, 
the nut is heavy considering the 
no couvert and pop scale. They 
realize’ that in order to compete 
with the class speaks and the no- 
selling element, and also to attract 
the popular purse away from past 
habits and established favorite 
hangouts, they must give extra 
value. These cabarets are out to 
garner that shifting crowd with 





Maria Alaverez 3 Burke Sis 
De La Vega Sis Iris Monohan 
Henrico Clarisi Jimmy Garrigan Or 
Don Lius Paramount Club 
Sam Guaran ello John Steel 
Senor Garcia Orch Rilly Carr 
. adelo cKenzie 
Club Alabam Madelon Ma ; 
Lillian Law 
Billy Boyce Sid Lang Orch 
Ann Hammond Rubaiyat 
Patsy McNair Dottie Dale 
Mary Thorne Bernice St John 
Del Estes Madge Keefer 
Frank Furlett Orch] phil] Vallant 
Club Dixie Walter Hastings 











HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 

















With authorization by coun- 
cil of a spot zone 
Film Studio, leasing lot managed by 
Ralph Like, a $20,000 reconstruction 
program is under way on the lot. 
Administration building has been 
modified and redecorated, and work 
started on a row of offices fronting 
Sunset Drive. One of the oldest and 
smallest studios in Hollywood, In- 
ternational’s one stage was in use 
202 of the 307 workings days last 
year. 


city 





Cartoon animating efforts worth 
$1,626 are alleged in a group of wage 
claims filed against Romer Grey. 
Workers hold notes on Grey's prom- 
ise to straighten out his financing 
and pick them up. 


Eddie Mahoney, actor, filed a $7.80 
claim against J. Rex Whitted of 
Beverly Hills for one night’s appear- 
ance, 


The repertory theatre effort at the 
Figueroa Playhouse three years ago 
is not yet washed up, according to a 
suit for $3,528 brought by Charles D. 
Coburn for his staging of ‘The Yel- 
low Jacket’ here and in San Fran- 
cisco in June, 1929. Coburn brought 
the costumes. and scenery to coast. 


Asignments 

The following assignments were 
made at coast studios last week: 
Pat Somerset, ‘Westward Pas- 
sage,’ Radio. 
Rochelle Hudson, 
‘Sunset Trail,’ Radio. 
Helen Twelvetrees, 
Hollywood,’ Radio. 


Marie Wells, 
‘Truth About 


for International | 


Dick Rush, Alfred 
louse Murder,’ Radio, 

Tom Gubbins, te< 
‘Roar of the Dragon,’ Radio. 

Frances Dee, Adrienne 
‘Come On, Marines,’ David 
directing, Par. 

Fred Newmeyer directs ‘They 
Never Come Back,’ supreme feature 
starting next week at Tec-Art. 

Edna Mae Oliver, ‘Heli Bent for 
Election,’ by S. J. Perelman and 
Ralph Murphy, latter to direct, 
Radio. 

Mary Nolan, 
at O'Malley, 
Lew King 
Monogram. 

Frank Lloyd, borrowed from Fox, 
will direct the next Ann Harding 
film following ‘Westward Passage’ 
at Radio. 

Sally Blane, J. Farrell McDonald, 
‘Phantom Express,’ Emory Johnson 
directing, Franklin Stoner produc- 
tion at Tec-Art. 

Robert Presnell continuity. 

Horace Jackson, Samuel Ornitz, 
adaptation ‘Free Lady,’ Edward H. 
Griffith directing, Radio. 

Tim McCoy, Shirley Grey, Wale 
lace McDonald, Russell Simpson, 
Wheeler Oakman, Montagu Love, 
Vernon Dent, Lafe McKee, ‘Riding 
Kid from Santa Fe,’ Col. 

Jill Esmond, Ricardo Cortez, Rob- 
ert Armstrong, Arline Judge, ‘Is My 
Face Red?’ being adapted by Ben 
Markson and Casey Robinson, 
Radio, 

Bob Custer, 


James, ‘Roade- 


hnical advice, 
Ames, 
Burton 


Bryant Washburn, 
‘Arm of the Law,’ 
directing, Trem Carre 


Betty Mack, Nelson 
McDowell, Bob Walker, Frankie 
Whiteford, Lafe McKee, ‘The Scar- 
let Brand,’ J. P. McGowan directing, 
Burton King-Big Four. 





the modest purse but who dom- 
inate as Broadway visitors. 

The Hollywood, now perhaps 
New York’s best money maker in 
cabaret restaurants, is held up as 
an example that a popular scale 
can be made to pay. The others, 
to offset the Hollywood hold, have 
since done away with the ‘minimum 
check’ gag although some adhere 
to the $1.50 or $2 minimum, know- 
ing that this insures a certain av- 
erage percentage of profit if they 
come in, 





Diary of a Stooge 
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when I was trying to go to sleep. 
Scaramouche snores like a Model T 
and it is hard to sleep. 





Minneapolis, Monday. 


Not many people in the audience 
today, but what there was laughed 
and clapped. I told Mr. Bowery I 
had a good idea fr the act, that I 
should play a whole piece on my 
banjo before Scaramouche hit me 
with the tomato but he said no. 


We are acting with the same acts 
here that were in Milwaukee and 
Mr. Bowery told me we are in a 
RKO unit that stays together. 
There is a dancing act of two girls 
and two boys and then two girls 
singing named the Loony Tune- 
smiths and then us and last a girls 
band named the Yellow Heads. I 
like to hang around and listen to 
the Yellow Heads because they have 
a girl who is a pretty good banjo 
player for a girl. 


I talked to the girl later and told 
her I liked to hear her play and she 
thanked me. Her name is Helen, 
I don’t know what. Quantrelli saw 
me and acted jealous. 


Minneapolis, Tuesday. 


I said hello to Quantrelli today 
and she wouldn’t speak to me for 
no reason. Helen gave me a lesson 
on the banjo and I can play half 
through ‘Good Night Sweetheart.’ 
She is a sweet girl and her hair isn’t 
really yellow, it’s a wig. Her own 
hair is black and pretty. 

I got a letter from Tillie and she 
said ‘ey had been worried at home 
when they didn’t hear from me. She 
said now that I was in a better act 
maybe we could get married and 
she could travel with me until we 
bought a home on Broadway. Then 
she could stay there while I stooged. 
I wrote back and told her a stooge 
couldn’t afford to get married right 
in the middle of his career. 

While I was writing, Scara- 
mouche came into the room and 
laid down on the bed. He said 
was going to leave this terrible act 
as soon as he got a patent on an 
invention that would make him a 
millionaire. I asked him what the 
invention ,was and he said it was 
a kind of glue that -would be put 
inside hats so the hats wouldn't 
blow off on windy days. 


he 





Scaramouche is crazy. 





UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from page 46) 


strictly to monotone contrasts, the 
Capitol learns that cleverly em- 
ployed restraint is more effective 
than over-decoration. 

The Chester Hales break out of 
line for the number and take up 
widely spaced positions on a stage 
draped in soft blue velvet. Form- 
fitting gowns of white crepe twine 
several times about their knees and 
escape in wide circles that converge 
to give the effect of an unbroken 
floor covering of pure white silk, 
The graceful movement of cerise 
fans, dripping feathery tendrils, 
gives color and life to a strikingly 
effective tableau. 

The Capitol wasn't strong 
enough to resist electric lights that 
eventually gleam through the silk, 
but even that applause-coaxing 
trick doesn’t destroy the beauty of 
a first-rate idea. 

Having done itself proud in the 
finale, ‘Dance Dreams’ is justified 
in taking a Dancing School whimsy 
out of stock and reviving it as a 
pleasant filler-in. Opening costume 
for a Toy Parade are of crisp pas- 
telle organdy, cunningly trimmed. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Address Mai) Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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| GEORGE EASTMAN 

George Eastman, 77, who founded 
the Eastman Kodak Co., died sud- 
denly March 14 by his own hand 
at his home in Rochester, N. Y., 
from which the Eastman interests 
are operated. His suicide by shoot- 
ing is believed to have been caused 
by failing health. 

While Mr. Eastman stepped down 
from the presidency of the East- 
man company in 1925, he retained 
the chairmanship of the board un- 
til his death. The company founded 
by him is known around the world 
and is said to rate in excess of 
$200,000,000, as the largest manu- 
facturer of raw film stock, both for 
motion pictures and kodak pur- 
It is also the largest manu- 


poses. 

facturer of cameras. 
The factories at Rochester em- 
Com- 


ploy around 20,000 persons. 
pany also has plants in other parts 
of the world. Organized in 1889, 
the Eastman Kodak concern is one 
of the most prosperous ‘in the world 
and in its supply of raw film stock 
to motion picture producers prac- 
tically has a monopoly on that field. 

Within the. last few years, the 
Ecstman company started to ex- 
periment with color film which, 


“SHINE ON, HARVEST MOON” 


To the 


NORA BAYES 


Memory of 


Who Left Us March 19, 1928 
JENIE JACOBS 
turning 


with picture producers 


thumbs down on tint talkers, did 
not progress far. 
A philanthropist and big game 


hunter, Mr. Eastman is said to have 
given more than _ $25,000,000 to 
charities and for civic purposes. 

He built the Eastman theatre in 
Rochester, which is under lease to 
Publix. 


LOUIS WEIL 


Louis Weil, 47, midwest district 
manager for RKO, died at the Grant 


hespital, Chicago, March 7, from 
complications. following an opera- 


Operation was 
peritonitis 


tion for gallstones. 
an emergency. one with 
setting in. 

Last year while manager of the 
State-Lake Weil was attacked and 
severely beaten by unknown assail- 
ants:. 

Weil's. district. supervision for 
RKO: included. St. Louis, Spring- 
field, Champaign, Cedar Rapids and 
I venport. Prior to his joining 
RKO, Weil was. with B. & K., having 
come over from the old Lubliner & 
Trinz circuit in Chicago. At one 
time he was an independent ex- 
hibitor in Chicago. 

He is survived by the widow and 
two brothers, Ike, bailiff in the 
municipal. court in Chicago, and 
Joseph. He was also a relative of 
the Rubens family of Joliet. 

Burial at Waldheim. 


BOLOSSY KIRALFY 


Bolossy Kiralfy, of the once well 
known Kiralfy Bros., producers of 
ballets and spectacles, is dead. in 
London. With his brother, Imre, he 
came to the U. S. in 1868 to stage 
‘The Deluge, at Niblo’s Garden, 
New York, the first show to be 
lighted by electricity. 

The brothers staged many shows 
and later Bolossy started El Dor- 
ado park, on the heights across the 
Hudson at Weehawken. Venture 
was not successful, and some years 
later Bolossy went abroad to pro- 
duce spectacles on the other side. 
He came back and staged some 
Spectacles for the Barnum & Bailey 
show, but had not been active of 
late. 


GEORGE LUPINO 


George Lupino, 80, of one of the 
best known English theatrical fami- 
lies, died in London March 10. The 
original Lupino is believed tc have 
been Georgius Lupino, puppeteer, 
who appeared at the English fairs 
in 1640. 

The Lupinos have been pretty 
constantly on the stage since then. 

George Lupino appeared on the 
stage for nearly 70 years. His sons, 
Barry, Mark and Stanley, are now 
ap earing in England, and a grand- 
son, Lupino Lane, better known 
Over here, is now in pictures. 





ROSE WOOD 
Rose Wood, 82, died March 7 at 
! ome.in Tenafly, N. J... Was 


u€ widow of the late Lewis Morri- 












son and grandmother of Constance, 
Joan and Barbara Bennett. 

Mrs, Wood made her stage debui 
here in 1862 and had been leading 
woman for Lester Wallack’s stock. 
Joseph Jefferson and others. 

She is survived by her daughter, 
Adrienne, first wife of Richard Ben- 


nett, and now Mrs. Eric Pinker, and | 
ason, Maj. Victor Morrison of Santa | 


Barbara, Cal. 


JOF.. E. DUDLEY 

John E. Dudley, 71, veteran actor 
who has been at the Actor’s Fund 
Home, Englewood, N. J., for 10 
years, died at the Englewood Hos- 
pital, March 10, of pneumonia. 

He had appeared with Francis 
Wilson, DeWolf Hopper, Lillian 
Russell and was in the original cast 
of ‘The Emerald Isle’ and ‘The Royal 
Rogue.’ He made his last appear- 
ance on the stage in Wm. A. Brady's 
production of ‘Life.’ Interment in 
the Fund plot in Kensico. 


MARIE BOOTH DOUGLAS 

30dy of Mrs. Marie Booth Doug- 
las, 75, was found in her apartment 
at 1133 lst avenue last week. Dis- 
covery was made by an agent of 
the Actor’s Fund which had been 
caring for her. When he failed to 


gain admittance, the door was 
forced. Death had apparently oc- 
curred several days before, from 


natural causes. She was buried by 
the Fund in its plot at Kensico 

She was the daughter of Junius 
Brutus Booth, Jr., brother of Ed- 
win Booth, and the wife of Byron 
Douglas, who it is believed, may be 
alive, but whose whereabouts are 
unknown. 


ALEX K. SHANNON 

Alexander K. Shannon, 70, vet- 
eran actor, died in the Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York, last week. He 
was being cared for by the Actors’ 
Fund. Interment in the Catholic 
Actors’ Guild plot. 

He was with Chas. Coghlan in the 
original production of ‘The Royal 
Box’ and had supyorted many well 
known players. 


HAROLD ARBERG 

Harold Arberg, 42, treasurer of 
Olympic Auditorium, Los Angeles, 
died suddenly March 4 while count- 
ing up in the box office. About two 
months ago he was left $200,000 by 
an uncle.’ Estate was to be turned 
over to him next month. 

Before coming to the Coast sevy- 
eral years ago, Arberg was _ secre- 
tary to Henry Savage. 


HERBERT H. HEISTER 

Herbert Hi. Heister, 45, died at 
his home in Reading Pa., after a 
long illness. A graduate of the 
Lukens gymnasium in Reading, he 
toured for 20 years in the acts of 
the Four Herberts, the Four Lukens 
and the Bard Brothers. 





PEARL ALMOND 
Pearl Almond (Almond and Gray 
Sisters) died in Taunton, Mass., 
Feb. 29, of pneumonia. Was stricken 








In Cherished Memory of a 
Devoted Friend 


NORA BAYES 


Who Passed Away March 19, 1928 


PAULINE COOKE 





while playing an engagement at the 


Park theatre there. Interment in 
Taunton. 
Survived by her 


daughter and a sister. 


husband, a 


ALEX NACHIDON 
Alexander Nachidon, 44, acrobat 
with the Four Haas brothers, was 
killed in Lewiston, Me., March 12, 
when he missed a catch and fell 14 
feet to the stage, fracturing his 
skull, 
Remains were sent to his home in 
Munice, Ind., for interment. 


FREDERICK VOLPE 
Frederick Volpe, 60, well known 
English actor, died in London March 
7. He never recovered from the 
shock of his wife’s death. 
IRVING JONES 
Irving Jones, songwriter, died in 
the Harlem Hospital March 9, fol- 
lowing a stroke. He is survived 
by a son, grandson and daughter- 
in-law. 





HENRY E. SMITH 


Erskine Smith, 


G0) 


Henry 


died in Home Memorial Hospital, 
New London, Conn., March 8, 





Harry E. McNevin, 52, associate of 
‘Cash and Carry’ Pyle in the latter’s 
exploitation of ‘Red’ Grange, at one 
time manager of the Rialto, Cham- 
paign, Il, affiliated with the Park 
Theatre Co, died there March 7. 


Florian D. Record, former clari- 
netist in Sousa’s Band, died in 
Quincy, Mass., last week. 








Mother (77) of Jay Ellwood, 
sical comedy actor, died March 
i New York. 


mu- 
3 in 








once a] 
well known playwright and author, | 


Father of Mrs. 


Billy Noble died 
March 5 , 


in Parkensburg, W. Va. 








(Continued from page 39) 


Tea in the afteernoon, 10 miles 
from Palm Springs and just as far 
from La Quinta. 
| either place was but a part of the 


| desert. 


For a Dunes meal you are handed 
that 


caviar to the Davis 


a menu calls for everything 


from steaks. 
Anything or everything on the bill 
$5. The Dunes’ its 
kitchen alone must be heavy. 

Its casino draws from the local 
settlements as well as from Holly- 
wood, 120 miles away. The Dunes 
seems to be becoming the place for 
picture crowd over the week- 
end or Saturday night. Besides are 
the settlements, like the exclusive 
and insolated class La Quinta 
bungalow hotel with naught but its 
guests in the settlement, or ranches 
such as Deep Well, -vhich can ac- 
commodate 100, and Smoky Ranch, 
the many hotels at the 


for loss on 


the 


besides 
Springs. 
No Booze 

The only thing they can buy at 
the Dunes, outside of the Casino, 
is the food. It is neither selling or 
giving away a drop of liquor. The 
Wertheimers offer no explanation 
for this strangest of all novelties 
of the Dunes. ‘We just are not sell- 
ing; it’s not necessary,’ they say. 
With that sober contribution to the 
generally attractive atmosphere of 
the place immediately noticeable. 

The Palm Springs part of Cali- 
fornia is no push over and The 
Dunes, say the natives, is all new 
to them. They didn’t know what to 
expect but evidently the Wertheim- 
ers have kept all promises, for the 
natives are now for them. The cab 
drivers of the Springs say it’s a 
high grade place that draws a fine 
crowd, a strong boost from any 
driver, 

Dining room seats around 125 
with a Rimited dance floor and a 
Ne.- York orchestra of four pieces. 
As it is a membership club, en- 
trance is limited. 

Lou and Al Wertheimer are well 
known west but even better known 
in the east and middle west. For 
years they operated the Addison 
Club in Detroit and the Shawnee 
Club in Cleveland. Another broth- 
er, Mert, is at present running the 
Casino at the fashionable Bath and 
Tennis Club in Miami. 

The boys of the Dunes orchestra 
know the easterners who show up. 
One or two have lt :n in the bands 
of the roadhouses around New York. 
Musicians are Cy Bernard, Jerry 
Grauer, Jack Webi and Herbert 
Mey. Neither the musicians nor 
the natives go in the casino. 


A Columnist’s Wife 


(Continued from page 39) 
are tap for an early morning 
romp with their baby. Just let any- 
one tell her that a columnist’s home 





on 


model of domesticity. 
it’s a bit of a bother 


dates and 


is not a 
Of course, 
when Ed makes dinner 
forgets to tell her about them. 
telatives-in-law, whom Mrs. Ed 


has never met, appear at the apart- 





ment and intimate that they’re 
anticipating a home-cooked meal. 
| That takes tact and rapid tele- 


| phoning to any one of a hundred 
| haunts where a columnist might be 
trailing news. 
The Sullivar 


zraph hounds. 


> aren't spared auto- 


BURLESQUE — OUTDOORS 





| 


VARIETY 





PA. EXPERIMENT 


Two Burlesque Performances. at | 
Orpheum, Reading, Just to Find Out 


Reading, Pa., March 14. 


Burlesque at the Orpheum closed 


for over a month, will attempt 


comeback. Two shows will be given 


on a Friday and Saturday late this 





month as an experiment. 

Over in Columbia, Pa., wh > a 
capacity house greeted the last bur 
lesque Snoy 1! the borough-ow ned 
;}opera house, the V ire talkin rf | 
bringing in so-called ‘ sical 
edies’ and toning down the dat 
strips and itter to et the tast 
of the town’s } re eleme t, wh 
killed the regular burlesq show 
iby appeali to the town 
and threatening to go to « 


_Coast’s New Resort | 





Eight years ago |} 





CIRCUS WAK 
IN BRUSSELS 


Brussels, March 1. 


Brussels is being driven circus 
mad and is supporting the meta- 
morphosis very well. The perma- 


nent Royal Circus with a capacity 
of 2,000 sinks into significance be- 
side the traveling Stosch-Sarrasani 
outfit with seats for 10,000, and the 
circus with 12,000 seats, 
which Sarrasani says is exag- 
gerated. S. S. occupies a football 
ground at .he south end of the city 
and Gleich is renting wasteland at 
the north end. 

Local newspapers are reaping a 
harvest from the almost daily half- 
page displays in which Sarrasani 
and Gleich tell the public what they 
think about each other, Rival uni- 
formed bands parade the city, being 
eareful to keep clear of each other 
and at both shows the b. o.’s are 
besieged from morning till night at 
$1 top despite unemployment. 


Gleich 





No Payoff in Toledo as 
Stock Blows in Midweek 


Toledo, March 14, 
Empire its 
doors Tuesday (8) in the middle of 
the week. A near riot occurred dur- 


(burlesque) closed 


ing previous Saturday midnight 
show when the stage hands and 
musicians walked out cfter not 


being paid for several weeks. 

Some sor. of a settlement was 
arranged and the stage hands took 
over the boxoffice. Sam Micals left 
town the next day, going to Detroit, 
some say to get aid, others say to 
join a show there. However, neither 
plan clicked, for Sam was back 
Tuesday and the show closed that 
night. Several of the leads quit 
during the matinee. 

Performers said they were given 
the choice o1 taking tickets to Pitts- 
burgh or Cincy, or else, when it 
came to the payoff. Most of them 
took the tickets. Micals says he 
will announce a new policy next 
week. 


7 New Mutuals 


Seven 





the 
Mutual wheel yesterday (14). Shows 


new shows opened on 


and cities in which they start their 
tours are: 

‘Dainty Dolls,’ Lyric, -Jlentown; 
‘Hello Good Times,’ Lyric, Bridge- 
port; ‘Night Illawks,’ Hudson, Union 
City; ‘Jersey Bells,’ Empire, New- 
ark; ‘Burlesque Events,’ Trocadero, 
Philadelphia; Gaiety, 
Washington, and ‘Step On It,’ 


et y, 


*‘Tempters,’ 
Gay- 
Baltimore. 








attentions particularly embarassing 
Old followers of Ed's. sporting 
columns stick to the phraseology of 
the prize ring they clarion 
side-walk cong! ‘Good 
luck, Ed,’ they shout just as though 
the turned out in swank 
evening regalia, were going in to 
do battle with Bill the Bear-Cat. 


Anyone who thinks columning 


when 


atuiations. 


Sullivans 


| 


jafte 





| 
| 


hasn't its seamy side will find out 
otherwise by exchanging places 
with Mrs. Ed Sullivan. The only 
drawback is t Mrs. Ed won't 
trade, She thinks all columnists 
|and one in particular, are the 


Mrs. Ed finds their ; 


grandest chaps 


Columbus Fire 
Leaves Troupe 


Without a Dime 


Columbus, March 14, 


Some 42 members of the Kane 
Brothers’ B 


irlesque company were 


} 


left penniless iere early Sunday 
13) when fire completely destroyed 

j} the Lyceum theatre, Loss estimated 
tround $125,000. 

Musicians and stagehands, rune 
ning the house on a co-op basis for 
the past r, and maki money, 

Iso los jobs and many ef- 
fects including musical instruments. 

More than 400 guests of the Chit- 
tenden and Rol-Eddy hcetels were 
driven from their rooms by smoke 
;and the threatening flames. Fire- 
men were overcome by smoke and 
suffered njuries in fighting the 
blaze, the worst in downtown Co- 
lumbus in years. The street for 


more than a block was ice cove red 
) 


r the blaze was extinguished. 

Loss suffered by tl 
cludes more than 100 trunks of per- 
sonal effects and much stage prop- 
erty. Collapse of the roof of the 
four-story building made it, impos- 
sible to save anything. The troupe 
playing the theatre had come in 
only a week ago and was to con- 
tinue until summer. No arrange- 
ments have been made regarding 
the future of any of the members, 

The Lyceum was the sole remain- 
ing stage show in town, It was one 
of the first theatres ever erected 
here and had been renovated on 
various occasions both before and 
since a fire in 1889. Structure is 
to be torn down and will be re- 
placed by stores. 


e troupers ine 


$1,500 SALARIES BILL 


Chicago, March 14, 
Howard theatre, formerly known 
as the Empress, went dark again 


last week after a short renewed ate 
tempt at burleycue stock, and left 
a flock of unpaid salaries which in- 
cludes all performers, ushers, stage- 
hands, janitors and musicians for 
the last two days of the nine-day 
run. Stagehands are happy, hav- 
ing collected every day. Total due 
runs arcund $1,500. 

Trying to collect is attorney Har- 
ry P. Munns. Attempt is being 
made to settle without getting tech- 
nieal, but if the conferencing fails, 
the matter will go to court. 

Art Moeller is listed as manager 
of'the theatre and the organizer of 
the company. 





Foreclosure Suit 
Chicago, March 14, 


Foreclosure suit by Henry R. Otto 
for the Mid-City Trust and Savings 
Bank against Warren B. Irons et al, 
of the Haymarket Theatre building, 
was entered last week for $250,000 
on the first mortgage. 

Second mortgage is held by the 
Chicago Haymarket Co., a subsidi- 
ary of the Columbia Amusement Co, 
The second papers are for $80,000, 
Haymarket theatre is being operated 
by Warren Irons, 


Only 1 Publix Wk. 


Minneapolis, March 14, 
Career of Hinds: Wausau, bure 
lesque strip dancer, as a deluxe film 
house attraction was short lived. 
After a week at the Minnesota, local 
ace Publix spot, Miss Wausau, ‘dis- 
covered’ while at the burlesque stock 
house here, igs back in burlesque 
playing in St. Louis. 
Publix will not 
time, 


offer her more 


ey 


Roy Van Bankrupt 
Buffalo, March 14, 
Van, former local burlesque 
er, filed a petition in banke 
ruptcy this week. 


Coleishite Wheel 


Week March 14 


Roy 


manage 





Burlesque Events—Trocadero, Ph'ladele 
Dainty Dolis—R te Xo. 7 

Hiello ¢ +. ners Ly! Pr Igeport. 
Jersey Bell nplr New 

Night Hawks—-u n, Union y. 
Rumba Gir Gayets Washington. 

Step On It—Gayety, Baltimore, 
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To whom it may concern: a/ 




















All Material -- Lyrics, Music and 
Manner of Presentation . 
Used by | 


ESTHER RALSTON 


The Versatile Star of Stage and Screen 
IN HER 


“HOLLYWOOD REVUE” |. 


with EDDIE PRINZ and 6 REDHEADS 


EDWARD J. KAY—CONDUCTOR 


Is Registered and Fully Protected by Copyright—Jan. 18, 1932—No. 50357 








Any Infringement of the z 


‘CENSOR’—‘SCANDAL’ or ‘COURTROOM’ Ideas 


Will Be Prosecuted 





Miss Ralston Is Now Playing RKO 86th Street, New York ; 
March 16-18—RKO Fordham, New York : 
March 19-22—RKO Flushing, Long Island . 




















THE PRODUCERS | 
LYRICS and STAGING - - - - - - =| - by GEORGE WEBB | oa 
DANCE NUMBERS - - - - - - - - - - by EDDIE PRINZ yo: 
MUSICAL NUMBERS and ARRANGEMENTS - - by EDWARD J. KAY | \; 











